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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ACCESSORY TO ABORTION – 262
For all the children
http://www.priestsforlife.org/testimonies/1457-for-all-the-children 
By Mary, New Jersey, USA
I had an abortion because when, stunned by a crisis pregnancy at 17, I sought help from a Planned Parenthood clinic in New Jersey in the early 70’s.

The woman doctor convinced me that this simple surgical procedure was the only answer to my problem and could be done quickly and quietly. 

I needed $135 and a train ticket to New York City where all the arrangements would be made. I could begin my senior year in high school, ready to pursue my goals and dreams.  
In fear, I trusted the doctor and believed she had my best interests at hand.

She never spoke of alternatives, risk to my health or the development of my baby. She told me that my 13 week old child was a glob of cells and tissue. She withheld the real truth that my unborn child and I would become part of an agenda to further the abortion industry’s need to lie to women.

My abortion was performed on August 1, 1972, in a clinic in New York, called The Center for Reproductive and Sexual health, also known as CRASH. It was the top abortion clinic and one of the largest in the industry. It was far from back alley but the cold hard facts were the same. On that day, my child was violently ripped from my womb and I was witness to a brokenness that was just not physical but emotional and more than I realized I could bear.

The horror of that day consumed me into silence as I focused on the immediate feelings of a confused relief just wanting for it to be over. I left that clinic with my dead baby in a jar and my empty womb trying to make sense of what felt like coming off a battlefield. 

That evening I became part of an endless cycle of shame, self abuse, drugs, anxiety and loss of hope. I struggled with my maternal instincts, my anger towards men and jumped on the bandwagon for women’s rights and equality. I sought solace in power, material possessions and trying to have it all. Yet deep inside I was desperate for closure, healing and forgiveness on what I had done to my child, myself and my friends and family.  

This denial and pain lasted almost 20 years until my daughter was born.  Her birth broke through my denial and led to a wake up call for me to get help. I did not feel to be worthy as a mother or ready to care for her.

I finally found my way back to wholeness starting with a Rachel’s Vineyard weekend 10 years ago in New Jersey. I learned what I had done was wrong, but was able to accept God’s forgiveness, forgiveness from my child and eventually in time, forgiveness from myself.

Today, I want women, men and families to know the whole truth behind abortion. Choose to hear all of the facts especially from those of us who have the courage to speak.

So, I am Silent No More for all those Moms and Dads who are not ready and for all the children who have no voice at all.  


