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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ACCESSORY TO ABORTION – 31
Healing and Hope
http://www.priestsforlife.org/testimonies/2501-Healing-and-Hope
By Cheryl, PA, USA
I had an abortion because at seventeen years old I had just graduated from high school and the baby's father was going to leave me. I felt if I had the abortion he would stay. That didn't work however and he ended up leaving me anyway. I believe he would have stayed apart from me but God somehow used the events of the following months to bring us back together. We went on to marry and have two wonderful sons and now two granddaughters, one due any day now. 
During the abortion procedure I was under general anesthesia so I only remember waking up to find that I had an eight-inch incision across my abdomen. I was told the doctor had accidentally perforated my uterus, necessitating a week-long stay in the hospital to recover from surgery to repair it. I felt betrayed, violated, and extreme guilt, which eventually caused me to consider taking my own life. My father became so cold I had to leave home at age eighteen. Fortunately my husband's family took me in and I was able to find a home with him in California. We married in 1974. 
I found help and forgiveness through a personal salvation experience with Jesus Christ in 1975, and then further counseling two decades later in my home church after we returned to the East Coast. I have shared my story with a number of groups, including young girls and church groups, and it has not failed to move people to tears. I feel that God would have me tell my story in depth so that others can know that there is healing and hope following abortion. The pain never really leaves, but the loving forgiveness of God makes it hurt less. I know someday I will see and hold my baby in Heaven.

  
