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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ACCESSORY TO ABORTION – 48
Found forgiveness
http://www.priestsforlife.org/testimonies/2478-Found-Forgiveness
By Shanna, Indiana, USA
My biological father sexually abused me from the time I was three until I was twelve. I felt I was set up to become sexually active at sixteen.  My first boyfriend and I became sexually active very quickly. One year into our relationship I found myself pregnant. My parents found out and said I would be getting an abortion. My first thoughts were that abortion is murder. I even asked my mom to ask the nurse at her gynecologist about it being murder, but she said that it wasn’t. Things went very quickly after that.

I was taken to a clinic on the University Madison campus. I remember seeing a whole room of women who were obviously there for the same reason I was. When my name was called (a fake name the same nurse suggested for my safety), the going from room to room began. I figured out that it was important that I agreed to be suicidal in order to terminate this pregnancy.

I remember most everything that happened in that room.  When they put my legs in the stirrups I clamped my legs together. The nurse pretty much laid on me in order to get me back into position. My abortion was like having a D & C. It was very painful and I remember bleeding for three weeks afterward.

I was a very angry teenager because of the repeated sexual abuses. The abortion just added more fuel to the fire of rage. I knew from the beginning that abortion was murder, but I had never been heard before. I believe my parents just wanted it to all go away. Interestingly, my parents got pregnant before marriage and were able to keep my older brother with my grandparents’ help.

In 1990, God sent me a mentor who helped me with the childhood sexual abuse. I went through a group very much like Forgiven and Set Free. I went on to work with many other girls who had been sexually abused as a child. My mentor led and I co-led. My mentor was the first person I ever talked about the abortion with. She told me that God would need to free me from the condemnation I felt year after year. 

I remember my mother giving me a report of some kind that came from the abortion clinic. It had some sort of detail as to what the sex of the baby was, which was male. My boyfriend and I had talked about getting married and having children and had picked the name Jeremy Daniel if we had a boy.  

For many years I would just try and forget the abortion and move on. In 2009, God began to work on me.  I was checking my email and there was a message from Outcry. They wanted women who had abortions to write to them and tell their stories. They would use these stories in court for proof of how abortion hurts women. When I hit send I told God I would do anything I could to not only heal, but also to be part of the abortion issue. My first promise ended up being fulfilled at 40 Days for Life. I saw a sign in someone’s yard about a vigil. I went there and gave my testimony on the last night of the campaign. The next promise was fulfilled when my husband, who is a pastor, was invited to attend a training session on how to work with women who have had abortions in their churches. I went with him and met a woman named Kim Olsen. I felt I needed to talk to her and she reached into her purse and gave me the name of a woman at The Hope Center. The night of the vigil, I was also given Lisa Davis's name at the Hope Center. I didn't have to convince myself any more that God was leading me to a woman at The Hope Center. Lisa led me through the Forgiven and Set Free Bible Study. I will forever be grateful for the compassion and love I found there. The other ladies in my group will be my friends forever.

Last year I took the leadership training for Forgiven and Set Free. I co-led with Lisa in 2011. It was an amazing thirteen weeks. I am planning to take the training for advocating at The Hope Center sometime this year.

The freedom from the sexual abuse and my abortion has spurred me on to do whatever God asks me to do. The next promise I made was to attend a Silent No More meeting, which I did a couple of weeks ago. I will not be silent anymore. In an hour we will be going as a group to the movie "October Baby." Thanks for listening!
