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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER DRUG DEALER – 01
Drug dealer repents, met Catholic priest: cops
http://www.indianexpress.com/news/drug-dealer-repents-met-catholic-priest-cops/680863/
By Smita Nair, Mumbai September 13, 2010
One of those arrested in a major drug crackdown last month stunned the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) with one of the "strangest requests" they had heard: permission to meet a Catholic priest and make a confession, officials aid. 

Jacob Madathil, 58, made the confession he sought. Once he was done, his Colombian associate Luis Carlos sought to follow suit. 

Madathil, a former teacher in Nigeria, is a staunch Catholic. An official said he broke down during interrogation and said "the decision to rent his shed for manufacture of drugs was taken in one precise moment when he lost control and fell for the big money involved." 

Madathil’s wife is a teacher in Sharjah, his son an engineer in Ireland, and daughter a software expert. None of them was aware of his drug connections, and were shocked when they heard. 

Madathil allegedly disclosed details of the entire operation, from the time he rented the shed through the procurement of raw materials, before requesting the NCB to make arrangements for a proper "Catholic confession" to a priest. A local parish priest was called to the Ballard Pier office at Exchange Building, just two days before Madathil’s police custody ended. 

After Madathil completed his meeting with the priest, it was Carlos who reportedly sought the "cleansing route". "It was not a formal set-up though legal guidance was sought," said an official. 

Madathil was arrested August 22 after the NCB raided a Mira Bhayander shed, which he owns, and seized over 3 kilograms of methamphetamine, enough for four lakh street doses. He is currently in judicial custody. Madathil and Carlos were reportedly planning export the drug to the Honduras. 

Manufacture of methamphetamine is banned in 20 countries with some Southeast Asian countries even calling for capital punishment. 

From the cases registered so far, the police have noted that drug cartels often look for local support and pick locations in the periphery of Mumbai and such metros to make the drug and later use conduits to get it exported.

