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‘I want to look like Jesus’
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bangalore-times/I-want-to-look-like-Jesus/articleshow/47721003.cms      




TNN, May 28, 2003 vinitagsingh@indiatimes.com
Back in 1998, when he won the Gladrags Manhunt, Bangalore boy Balbir Meena was clean shaven, his black hair was short and everyone called him Balbir. Now, after three years of globe trotting, he sports a beard, his blonde hair has grown to shoulder length and he goes by the name Isaiah. 
What's behind the radical transformation? Isaiah told Bangalore Times that he's a whole new person and the name was destined for him. 
God spoke to me: "On March 19, 2002 I had a spiritual awakening that changed my whole life. I had a vision where I spoke to Mother Mary and Jesus spoke to me. My life took a 360 degree turn after that. The name Isaiah was given to me by God, I'm a Roman Catholic now," says Balbir. "Please don't call me Balbir, I am a whole new person," he says earnestly. 
My past is my past: "I have learnt from my ups and downs. There are no regrets as whatever I have done has taught me to face life better and improve on my faults. I was someone who used to party like crazy, live life in the fast lane, take others for granted and give into temptation. The new me has more depth, substance and strength of character. My earlier life was sinful. Jesus gave me the courage to resist temptation and put my past behind me. 
I found success as a model: After I moved to Mumbai, things really got better. I modelled for agencies in the US and Singapore these past few years and made many trips to India in between. I have been lucky enough to bag some great assignments like Kenzo, Gucci, Nike international, Levi's and lots of work for international magazines. Work in India has been great in terms of modelling. I moved back to India in 2002 and started the Soul International Model Management Agency, which I will revive as soon as I finish some of my acting assignments. 
I've loved acting for as long as I can remember: But I will not do commercial cinema. I want to reach international audiences and do not want to be typecast or slotted, I want to get into international cinema and sink my teeth into some nice meaty roles. My film CU@9 will release in the end of July. Next week, I am shooting for a Canadian film, an international venture, where I have a powerful role. 
My role in CU@9 does not clash with the new me: Yes, it is an adult theme, but the character Romeo that I play, is just part of my job. It doesn't really reflect my real way of life. Anyway, the real challenge of acting is in being able to remove yourself from the character you play. 
Married life is fabulous: My wife Gladys is my anchor. I met her on June 11, my birthday. We were meant to be. She was a designer, but is a housewife now. Being married at 27 is great, I feel complete now. I don't drink, except for wine, don't smoke and only party when I have to. Gladys is 29. 
People tell me I look like Jesus now: I want to look like him; I take it as a compliment. My new look just happened. It's a lot more international. I love it. 


Model-turned-actor Isaiah makes his debut in Percept Picture Company's CU@9
http://www.mid-day.com/entertainment/news/2003/june/54650.htm 

This article was published in the Mumbai Mid-day, the second most read English daily in Mumbai. 
This Hinglish film, directed by debutant Marlon Rodriguez, is a thriller about revenge and betrayal.
Isaiah plays the role of a filmmaker - an incorrigible flirt - whose life changes after a phone call he receives from an unknown person who wants to see him at 9 o clock. What follows is a series of events all of them revolving around that time.
In real life, too, Isaiah received a calling that changed his life. This was a spiritual call that made him realise who he was, what he was doing and what was in store for him. "It is the day I became Isaiah from Balbir Meena," he says.
A well-known name on the modelling circuit, as Balbir Meena he won the Gladrags Manhunt Contest 1998 and was also a finalist at the International Manhunt Contest. He was also awarded the Model of the Year award at the Kingfisher awards 2001.He has modelled for Levis, Kinetic Honda, Nike, Philips, Lakme, Reid & Taylor besides doing numerous fashion shows.
With his unconventional looks which he attributes to his British mother (his father is from Rajasthan), Mumbai-born Isaiah now spends time talking about his spiritual awakening besides looking forward to a career in filmdom.
"I was on holiday in Goa when I experienced something supernatural at Baga beach. The date was March 19, 2002, around 11 am when I saw a vision of Mother Mary.
"It was an extremely uplifting experience. Mother Mary called out to me; she spoke to me. I could also see Jesus Christ's face and hear the voice of God. Mother Mary told me about my mission in life. She blessed me spiritually. She told me about the soul and its eternal life. She told me about the Holy Spirit.
"Initially, I thought I was hallucinating, it was a sense of disbelief, but this vision lasted with me till 6 pm. This vision made me realise the kind of life that I was leading. I realised who God is and what he wants of his creations. I realised what it meant to be Christian. I also had this vision that I was standing if front of a massive crowd beside a woman who was to be my wife."
Incidentally, a day earlier while swimming in the sea, Isaiah had an out-of-body experience. He thought he was drowning, "It was as if my soul was leaving the body till I saw this boat and light. And the next day was Mother Mary's vision. It was as if I was the chosen one."
The face of a woman that Isaiah saw in his vision came by his way months later at the Regent hotel.
"I was working out when I see a group of girls there and amongst them was Gladys, who I married a few months ago. She is a Born Again and she, too, had this spiritual call that she would marry this man and to call him Isaiah which is the name of a Jewish prophet who lived in 740 BC and prophesied the virgin birth of Jesus Christ."
Now Isaiah who attends church and reads the Bible religiously also spends time at St Anne's Church, Pali Hill, talking about his vision. "It is something that has to be experienced to know what it means and I am lucky to be truly blessed."

