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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER HOMOSEXUAL (NOT REALLY!) – 06
 ‘Why I Don’t Call Myself Gay’: A same-sex-attracted Catholic tells his story
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/ex-gay-homosexuality-is-just-another-human-brokenness
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We live in strange times where novel ideas — many might say dangerous ideas — are given credence and attention, leading to lightning-fast acceptance. We have seen same-sex “marriage” instituted throughout much of the western world at a frenetic pace, and now gender identity has similarly grabbed the spotlight in popular culture, boardrooms, and in legislative and judicial chambers.   

Daniel Mattson, a chaste same-sex-attracted Catholic, has done a tremendous service for the Church and the world by authoring Why I Don’t Call Myself Gay. Dan is a longtime member of Courage, a world-wide Catholic apostolate ministering to persons with same-sex attraction.

Battles quietly rage within the Catholic Church over how best to pastor the same-sex attracted (SSA), and in the pages of Why I Don’t Call Myself Gay, Mattson skillfully addresses two enormous issues facing the Church at this critical moment history.

First, some SSA Catholics seek not to reject “gay” identity but to cherish and enshrine their “gayness” as a personal identity beyond male or female. They are proud to simultaneously call themselves “Gay and Catholic,” abandoning Church teaching that homoerotic desire is intrinsically disordered. Though chaste, they prefer to celebrate being “gay” and to divine special gifts from it.

Second, a growing number of priests and prelates now challenge the Church’s genuine understanding of the human person and of human sexuality. Some of these go further than embracing chaste “gay identity” and flirt with the notion that active homosexuality should be recognized as a valid way of life within the Church.

In an intriguing move, the release of Why I Don’t Call Myself Gay has been timed to coincide with the release of Building a Bridge by Fr. James Martin, SJ, a prolific public supporter of LGBT issues. Fr. Martin was recently honored by New Ways Ministry, an LGBT group previously condemned for representing itself as a Catholic organization, and some top Vatican and U.S. church officials are praising his gay-friendly book.

Yet as Mattson notes in his book, “The reframing of human sexuality from behavior to identity has brought about a lot of confusion in the world, especially among young people…” It is the “greatest single victory of the gay movement.”  

This book starts as a memoir and remains intermittently so throughout as it weaves magisterial truth into the telling of his personal testimony. Mattson himself once believed he was gay, turned his back on God, and pursued romantic and sexual relationships with men. Yet he found himself bereft until he turned to Christ and accepted his true identity as a man made in the image and likeness of God, a beloved son of God. By “reclaiming his sexual reality,” he “found peace” and a ministry to others with SSA.

In a friendly email to me a few years ago, Mattson wrote: “I'm troubled by these folks who are abstaining from sex but embracing the sexual identity of LGBT, et.al. I think this thinking of embracing a sexual orientation other than ‘male’ or ‘female’ will wreak havoc for our youth. Ultimately, I hope and pray that they'll come fully into the richness of the Church's teachings on sexuality, but in the meantime, they need to be charitably challenged, because of the impact they could have on people in the Church who are confused about their sexual identity.”

His book, beginning with its title, would appear to be his “charitable challenge” to the infiltration of foreign ideologies into the Church.  

A master craftsman, Mattson builds a strong bulwark of truth against lies creeping into the Church. Dan makes it abundantly clear that the Church has a positive, life-giving message for those of us who live with SSA.  

Mattson speaks of the “empty promises of coming out” that “leads to a belief in what is ultimately an unreal condition — it paints a false image of the human person and traps people into sexual identities that are disconnected with reality.” Mattson rejects sentimentality, which misleads so many gays and their supporters, and instead, like a laser, he focuses exclusively on known truth.

In a video produced for the Vatican’s 2014 colloquium on The Complementarity of Man and Woman, Ifeyinwa Awagu of Lagos, Nigeria, said, “Marriage is beyond us. It’s about the society. It is your own project for the world.”  

Mattson delivers a similar powerful, prophetic message for the same-sex attracted called to be chaste, quoting Elisabeth Elliot: “When a man or woman, a boy or girl, accepts the way of loneliness for Christ’s sake, there are cosmic ramifications. That person, in a secret transaction with God, actually does something for the life of the world. This seems almost inconceivable, yet it is true, for it is one part of the mystery of suffering which has been revealed to us.”

In this way, this remarkable book is so much more than a memoir and will “do something for the life of the world.” Mattson shows himself to be not just an ordinary guy dealing with SSA in his life: He is a gifted writer and poet; an inspirational evangelist and an ambassador for Christ.  

While a tremendous boon for those of us who experience same-sex attraction or those who simply want to understand the fullness of the nature of the battle over sexual identity now facing the Church, this book is for all seek to deepen their spiritual life in Christ.

Why I Don’t Call Myself Gay arrives with great credentials. Cardinal Sarah wrote its foreword, and thus far the book has been endorsed by New York’s Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Cardinal Thomas Collins of Toronto, and Cardinal Sean O'Malley, Archbishop of Boston and a member of the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Why I Don’t Call Myself Gay: How I Reclaimed My Sexual Reality and Found Peace is published by Ignatius Press, available June 13. 300 pages.

4 of 14 readers’ comments

1. I don't understand why it is that so many dioceses have " Catholic Gay and Lesbian ministries" where upon they openly say, that the goal is not to alter someone's orientation, but to help them find Christ in their midst.
It would seem that mixed messages are given, in my opinion.

So, it is in our diocese, and it is becoming more and more published in parish bulletins of priests, that I am surprised by. Groups are formed, meeting once per month, in a given parish, under this banner.

The goal, in my mind, should be to help each person live authentically, as Christ would so want. Perhaps, I am being overly critical.

I wish our diocese had the apostolate Courage here.
But, it seems that it would run counter to the agenda that is promoted in this diocese.

2. Our Diocese supplies priests for a gay weekly mass, where the Holy Eucharist is offered and same sex couples/families are encouraged to attend. I always wonder if those priests will suffer exponentially more horrific pains in hell, for leading others there in their misguided notions of loving ministry. Of course there isn't a ministry for straight people who commit the sin of fornication or adulterers.... Being homosexual doesn't give anyone a free pass from celibacy - a state in which we are ALL - EVERY ONE OF US commanded to live unless united in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

3. Homosexuals used to promote their agenda by claiming that, but for their behaviors, they're just like everyone else, yet now they claim it's not so much their behaviors, but an identity.

So-called same-sex attraction now takes it another step closer to legitimacy by waving away their behaviors, yet the meaningful distinction remains those physical behaviors. A search and review of what those behaviors are, compiled by homosexual psychologists themselves concerned with the health risks, are enough to make normal people sick and follow a progression in which they're ingesting one another's feces by their early 20s. If you can't handle this fact about their typical behaviors--their real identity--then you're inadvertently playing into their game.

As to what appears to be going on in the Church and where this is all heading, let me tell you a quick story about the UN. 

A man who worked there his entire career told me that had he not been eligible for retirement he would have had to quit because all the key departments had been taken over by a cabal of homosexuals who viciously promoted only one another and vilified anyone who opposed them.

The reality is that this supposedly benign SSA demands a strong presumption that there is a grave personality disorder underlying an attraction to those physical behaviors that also includes organizing and colluding among themselves to promote one another and their not-so-gay agenda. If the homosexuals can trivialize or marginalize their physical behaviors and their psychologically disordered relations with non-homosexuals, they'll be given free rein to engage in their intrigues driving out everyone else, leaving them solely in charge, as my friend has observed has happened in the UN. Is this what Fr. Martin has in mind?

4. Thank you very much Mr. Mattson, for articulating this truth so well! I agree. I don't think we should talk about alcoholic Catholics or gay Catholics. There are Catholics who suffer from temptations and who may fall in these areas, but that is not their identity. Catholic is our identity; members of the One Body of Christ.
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