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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER JEW – 14
The Conversion of Charlie Rich, Hasidic Jew
http://www.salvationisfromthejews.com/alljews.html#rich   
Charlie Rich was born in 1899 to a devout Hasidic family in a small village in Hungary.  As a child his schooling was entirely religious, and he had a prayerful, pious nature, spending many hours alone in the woods around his home in loving contemplation of God.  But after his family emigrated to the United States and settled in a Jewish ghetto in New York City, Charlie lost the faith of his childhood and became an atheist.  He retained, however, an intense thirst for philosophical and religious truth, and during his twenties spent hours a day, day after day and month after month, in the public library studying philosophy and religion.  Let us continue in his own words:

"At the age of thirty-three I had read every important literary work held famous in the eyes of men... And yet... there was distress in my spiritual and intellectual make-up, so much so that I thought of suicide as a way out of the misery, spiritual and intellectual I was in...faith failed me, and I felt that without supernatural faith I could not go on living and this in the same way as anyone would soon die if he was not given food to eat...I actually went to the Bronx Park with the intention of hanging myself.  I had picked out a tree and had a rope in my hand, when someone passed by and courage failed me....Anyway, I one day passed a Catholic Church -- it was a hot summer day, and I felt weary and exhausted.  So I thought if I went inside I could cool off...I went inside and found myself completely alone... " 

There, seated in the shadows in the empty church, he looked up to a stained glass window depicting Jesus stilling the waters during the storm (Luke 8:22-25) and said to himself: 

"If only I could believe with the same assurance as those who come to worship here believe! that the words in the Gospels are really true, that Christ really existed, and that these words are exactly those that came from His own mouth, were uttered from His own human lips, and that they are literally true.  Oh, if this were only a fact, if I could only believe that this were a fact, how glorious and wonderful that would be, how consoled, happy and comforted I would be, to know that Christ was really divine, that He was God's own Son come down from another world to this earth to save us all!  Could it be possible, I felt, that that which seemed too wonderful to be true actually was true, that it was no deception, no fraud, no lie?  All of a sudden something flashed though my mind and I heard these words spoken in it. 'Of course it is true, Christ is God, is God come down to make Himself visible in the flesh.  The words in the Gospels are true, literally true.'
The next thing I remember was that I found myself on my knees in fervent prayer and thanksgiving.  I felt a deep gratitude in my heart for something which made me feel very happy, but what it was I could not say.  All that I know is that, from that day on the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ took on a significance which it never before had.   There was an ineffable fragrance about the words 'Jesus Christ,' a sweetness with which nothing can be compared.  The sound of these words to this day fills me with a strange inexpressible joy, a joy which I feel does not come from this world...
I have, since my Baptism and First Communion, acquired a happiness which I would not exchange for anything in all the world.  It has given to me a peace of mind and a serenity of outlook which I did not think was possible on this earth...I suppose the Buddhist would characterize this sort of peace by the word  'Nirvana,' but I would much prefer to call it by the familiar language of Paul: 'The peace of God that surpasses all understanding.'  "

Later Charlie Rich wrote:

"It would in my case have been in vain to have been born had God not been good enough to extend me the grace to become a member of the Mystical Body of Christ the Church of Rome is.  Without the Life Christ is, there is no life at all, and for him also the Life Christ is can only be had where he now so blessedly is...It is for heaven we have been made and for no other earthly good thing.  It is to heaven every good and beautiful experience points and has in view.
I became a Catholic so that I may in that way be happy, not just for a few years, but forever and ever.  I became a Catholic that I may in that way get the grace to one day participate in the joys of the angels and saints in the life to come.  It is to that life the grace of conversion is meant to lead.  It is meant to lead to a happiness we cannot now imagine or conceive.
No, it is not for this life alone we are Catholics.  We are Catholics that by being so we may get the grace to live the Life Christ Himself is and which can never have a limit to it...It is not of the earth my holy Catholic faith speaks to me.  It does so of the transcendent Good Jesus can alone be for a human being.


And so, one can write and write and write about the story of ones conversion and never come to an end.  He can never come to an end of enumerating the blessings conferred upon him by the grace of becoming a Catholic.  'The favors of the Lord I will sing forever.' (Hebrew: 'mercy'; Psalm 89:2).  What mercy of the Lord can exceed the mercy of God enabling me to be able to believe in all the Catholic Church teaches?  Can the mercy of God be made more manifest [than] in the grace extended to us to become a member of the only true Church?  It is becoming a Catholic that matters and not in any other thing the world has to offer be this good and beautiful as it may.  The Church of Rome gives us God Himself.  It does so in all His fullness -- a greater gift than God is, a human being cannot hope to receive.  We receive the gift God Himself is when we receive Holy Communion.  Can Protestantism and Judaism endow the soul with such a sublime gift?  It is to the Church we must go to have God in the fullness He may be experienced by us this side of heaven.  To become more intimately united with God than the Church enables us to be by means of the Holy Sacraments, we must take leave of this life.  It is Christ the Church gives us as he may be had under the conditions of the present life.  To have God in all His fullness we have to have the grace of membership in His Mystical Body.  It is the Voice of Christ the Church makes use of when He says 'I came that they might have life and have it to the full' (John. 10:10). " 


Charlie Rich recently passed away, in his late nineties, having lived out his life as a contemplative, much of it with a community of Jesuits in New York City.
