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The Löb (Loeb) Family 

http://www.chcweb.com/catalog/files/hhholland.pdf 
Like their more famous fellow martyr Edith Stein (Sister Teresa Benedicta of the Cross), seven members of one

Jewish-Catholic family gave their lives in witness to their faith and in fidelity to their Jewish heritage.

The parents of this remarkable family were Jewish converts to Catholicism.

Ludwig and Johanna were baptized shortly before their marriage in 1906.

They settled in the town of Bergen op Zoom in Holland, where the family welcomed eight new members into the family; four girls and four boys. The parents, especially the father, were devout and raised their children in a home where faith was an everyday part of life, not something reserved for Sundays.

In such a family it may have seemed natural for one or two members of the family to have a vocation to the religious life. One or two perhaps — but six out of eight? 
It began in 1926, when the oldest son George entered the Cistercian Abbey of Koningshoeven.

Robert and Ernst would soon join their brother. George would take the name Father Ignatius, Robert was Brother Linus and Ernst, Father Nivardus. The girls in the family were not to be outdone in generosity. Like the oldest son, the oldest daughter entered a Trappistine monastery where she was later joined by her twin sisters. Lina became Mother Hedwig, Dora became Mother Maria Theresia and Wies was Mother Veronika. Only Hans and Paula, the two youngest children remained at home. By the time the Second World War came to Holland, the Löb parents had died. Catholic Jews, such as the Löb family, did not seem to be in any immediate danger from the Germans who now occupied their country. However, seeing the treatment of the Jews in Holland, the Catholic bishops issued a public letter condemning Nazi atrocities and deportations of Jews. In retaliation, any Catholic of Jewish descent was to be arrested and deported to the death camps.

On August 2, 1942, the Trappistine nuns were in chapel saying their night prayers when the SS arrived. After receiving Holy Communion, Mother Hedwig and Mother Theresia calmly said good-bye to their sisters. Mother Veronika, who was very ill with tuberculosis, was allowed to remain behind.

Since the Trappistine convent was near the Cistercian Monastery, the next stop was to arrest the Löb brothers.

They too were in chapel for night prayers when the soldiers came.

Threatening to shoot ten monks if the Löb brothers did not come with them, the SS still allowed Fathers Ignatius and Nivardus time to say Mass. If the Löb brothers and sisters were frightened, the fear was momentarily forgotten when the three brothers were taken to the car and they saw their two sisters whom they had not seen in over ten years. Imagine the family reunion! 
According to reports, there was quite a bit of gaiety in the car during their drive to their destination.

First, they were taken to Amersfoort where other Catholic Jews were waiting.

The next stop was Westerbork in Germany. Witnesses who survived say the Löb brothers and sisters worked among the prisoners; helping, consoling and doing what they could to relieve the fear and grief that surrounded them. The stay at Westerbork was not long. They were transported to Auschwitz and by September of 1942, five members of the Löb family had perished. The only detailed information of their deaths regards Fathers Ignatius and Nivardus who were reportedly shot with four other priests for hearing the confessions of prisoners.

And what of the remaining three members of the family? Mother Veronika was eventually arrested by the Nazis and deported to Westerbork but was released after a few days. Still sick, she was allowed to return to her convent to die in August of 1944. Hans, the youngest brother was also arrested by the Nazis and sent to Auschwitz, where he died in February 1945. Only Paula, the youngest child who had married and been hidden by a Catholic family during the Nazi persecution, survived the war.

The process for beatification of the Löb family is underway. 
For more information:

www.ocso.org 
www.rc.net/ocso/lob2.htm 
