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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER MUSLIM – 112
A Man with a New Name
http://www.answering-islam.org/Testimonies/masood.html
(Steven Masood)
This testimony is taken from an issue of the newspaper "Sach Ye Hai" published in London, which contains about 10 testimonies of people of different religious backgrounds (Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist) who met the living Jesus in various ways in their life and whose life became new when they started following Him.

Some parts are direct speech of the persons involved some others are background information written in 3rd person style by the interviewer.

Steven Masood has not always been Steven. At one point he lost his name and had to take a new one. How can anybody lose a name?

"I was about 13 years old when I got the Gospel in Urdu language. I loved reading stories and I found it very interesting, not knowing that several years later I was going to become a disciple of Jesus!

When a Muslim child is about six or seven years old, he is sent to the mosque where he learns to read the Qur'an in 

Arabic. He reads and memorizes chapters like a parrot.

At a later age he may come to know the meaning of the Qur'an but not many children learn it with its translation. 

I was one of the fortunate ones.

There is one Surah (Chapter 112) which even a seven year old child would recite by heart. To many Muslims this Surah seems to be against the Christian belief of God having a son.

As a teenager it made me wonder how can God have a son when he is not begotten. So the first question I asked my own 

Islamic teacher after reading the Gospel according to John was, 'Is God our Father'?"

Ahmadiyyat
"As a teenager, I was facing many other problems. One of the major ones was that other Muslims did not accept us Ahmadies. 

They treated us as non-Muslims. I used to wonder. 'If we believe in the same creed and the same Qur'an why do other people say, we are not Muslims?"  I compared Sunni orthodoxy with that of Ahmadism. I questioned why on earth God kept a secret for so many years to reveal it through the Ahmadiyya sect in Islam.

The whole of Muslim orthodoxy believes that Jesus ascended into heaven but did not die on the cross. He was not even crucified. In contrast the sect in which I was born believes that Jesus was crucified but did not die on the cross.

The founder of the sect, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908) claimed that he received his 'Gospel' from God. Before his claim to be a reviver of Islam, he followed the orthodox Muslim idea.

After his initial foundation of the sect he claimed that Jesus was crucified but revived and later died at the seashore of Galilee.

Ten years later he wrote a book, 'Jesus in India', in which he claimed that Jesus actually survived and was saved by a miraculous ointment.

Jesus thereafter traveled to India where he died at the age of 120 (or 125).

When I studied all these things I wondered how God, who is omnipotent, would tell his "prophet" these contradictions."

Good, better and best

"At about the age of 18 I left my parents and became a Sunni Muslim. Indeed, now I know that it was good for me to check every major step of Islam. If, in a sense, I had become a follower of Christ straight away, there would have been still many doubts in my mind about Christianity. I thank the Lord that He helped me.

I met a Sunni Muslim family who were very influential people. 

They introduced me to some honourable Muslim scholars in the area and I had many discussions with them.

My big dilemma was that even if I followed Islam as a whole, what would be my destiny because this life is going to finish, maybe in a minute, maybe tomorrow.

Muslims do believe in the hereafter and the judgement. This is seen as so horrible that if a sincere Muslim starts thinking about it, he would find that on his own he can't save himself from the eternal fire. He has to look forward to somebody who will be a kind of saviour for him. I found that Islam does not have a saviour.

Muslims believe that if we do good things we will go to paradise. 

But is there an assurance? I found that Islam does not present such an assurance.

Even the prophet of Islam, Muhammad was uncertain, as is written in the Qur'an: "I am no new thing among the messengers, nor know I what will be done with me or with you. I do but follow that which is inspired in me ..." (Surah 46:9).

I respect Muhammad that he guided people to believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and to have faith in Moses and to consider Jesus as the word of God and the spirit from Him.

However, the question of salvation for mankind remains. I found the answer with Jesus in the Bible.

I found this Jesus in the pages of Genesis to Revelation like a central pillar of a building on which the whole structure depends.

Jesus claims that he is the only way to God (John 14:6). In these last days God has spoken to us through Jesus (Hebrews 1:1-4).

It was difficult but at last I gave up and at the age of about 22 I followed him."

Truth is painful

Steven tells that his own people kicked him out and yet he felt that he was not accepted by many in the church either. For him becoming a follower of Jesus was not a bed of roses.

He groaned and complained to God but one day he found the answer in the Bible where it says, "For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him." (Philippians 1:29).

"I stopped pitying myself and decided not to judge others." He claims to have no regrets, no complaints against Christians or Muslims or his parents.

"I was the only one in the family who became a disciple of Jesus. I love my parents. We have an extended family and I love them all but when it comes to the truth then I have to stand with Jesus."

Usually a Muslim convert tries to stay with his family, but when they find out that this person has become a 'black sheep', they try to colour him 'white' again.

There are families who will say, 'You want to be a Christian, okay, but don't tell anybody'. 'My parents did the same. I said, I can't do that because if somebody asked me, then I would have to tell the truth."

New family, new name

For some Muslim parents it is not just a religious duty, but a matter of 'Izzat' - honour. Whether they are Arab or Persian, Indian or from the Far-East, 'What will people say?' is the main worry.

"Like many Muslims, my parents considered that Islam covered the whole sphere of one's life: religious, social and even political. But in their opinion it was the honour and respect they had gained through the years that I had harmed by putting my faith in Jesus.

I remember my father gnashing his teeth and walking about in his room, repeating: 'What will people say? A new branch in our family tree as Christian. It is unbearable. If you were a thief, a robber, a murderer, it would not have brought the shame which you have brought upon us.'

The Ahmadiyya movement, compared with other sects of Islam is quite lenient. It does not believe in capital punishment for apostasy but my father did try but failed. At last he disowned me literally. I signed some documents that he had prepared, according to which I could use my family title no more.

Today, I am married with two children. Masood was my first name but now my children and my own family is called the Masoods."

"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: 'For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.'

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord." (Romans 8:35-39). 

The complete story of how Steven came to face with the challenge of Jesus is written in the book:

Steven Masood, Into the Light, A Young Muslim’s Search for Truth, 2nd ed. OM Publishing 1992, ISBN 1-85078-098-6
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