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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER MUSLIM – 113
A Rebel gives in
http://www.answering-islam.org/Testimonies/masood.html
(Muhammed)
This testimony is taken from an issue of the newspaper "Sach Ye Hai" published in London, which contains about 10 testimonies of people of different religious backgrounds (Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist) who met the living Jesus in various ways in their life and whose life became new when they started following Him.

Some parts are direct speech of the persons involved some others are background information written in 3rd person style by the interviewer.

{The interviewer, a few years ago, was homeless and without any money. Muhammed then took him to live in his room and fed him for weeks. It is part of his Asian culture to be open for sharing and caring. He enjoys being a host. He can feel for others because his life has not always been easy for him, although now he is doing well.}

School on Sunday

Like so many Africans in this country, Muhammed's early childhood memories go back to his home country.  

"I can remember the festivals for Ramadan and the mosque, a white building. It was very family-like and people showed each other much warmth. We were prosperous, with servants and everything.

Coming to Britain was totally different, I'd never seen snow before.

People were so different. In Africa we were respected. Now we had to do a lot of learning of the new culture and the language.

A friend of my sister asked us if we would like to come to the Sunday school. We thought Sunday school meant 'come to school on Sunday'.

My family agreed because it was a good way of learning English!

There was one family of a friend whom we got to know very well over the years. His mum and dad were like another mum and dad to me. If there were difficulties they would always help me out. "

Rebellion

"I used to get into trouble with police for stealing and vandalizing.

I think the reason was that I had nobody, I was pretty lonely and my mother couldn't understand the difficulties I was facing. She understood the girls better than me so I was always the odd one out.

I was also made to go through Muslim religious classes and to learn the Qur'an. There was a teacher who used to grab me by the ear and shout until I got it right. It was very infuriating.

The more stuff they taught me the more I rebelled. At the same time I was searching and had a lot of questions in my mind."

Change is possible

"One summer I went to a Christian holiday camp. There I remember sitting next to someone and asking him whether he was a Christian. 

He said he wasn't, it was just that his mum and dad were Christians.

One Wednesday night this friend came into my room and said he'd been saved by Jesus. I said: 'Sorry?' He said: 'I have become a believer.' I said: 'Oh, that's good.' But I suddenly saw the change in him. I don't know what made me realize it but he was different and when he left he said he was praying for me.

He was totally changed in character. There was something about him that really puzzled me, so I wanted to find out.

One of the Bible passages that we were reading was, 'Behold I stand at the door and if any man opens the door I shall come in and eat with him.' I used to wonder to myself what the door was. 

I thought I've got to ask God into my life, but how would I do this? I went to see my friend and said that I'd like to talk to him. He said that he thought he knew what about.

It was really good when my friend held my hand and prayed for me and that really had an effect on me. I didn't know how to pray, what to pray. My friend explained to me that it was like a bridge broken between me and God and the only way that bridge could be built was to ask Jesus to come into my life and Jesus was the link between me and God. I could see that very easily."

Between two faiths

"The trouble started when I came back from the camp. My mum used to ask if I would go to the mosque. I always said that I would go but went somewhere else, to town or to the park.

Then one day the teacher from the mosque knocked on the door and told my mum that they hadn't seen her son for about a year. I knew I was in trouble and I tried to run away from home. The police picked me up and took me back home. I was very scared of this teacher and so I started to go to mosque again.

I started working for one Muslim, who owned a business. On Fridays the shop would be closed for two hours when we would all go to the mosque. There were times when I was sneaking back to church again and was hoping somebody would stop me to speak to me.

I found myself thinking about many things and questioning about my faith."

Full stop

'One night I was ill and I was really terrified of dying. I remembered that as a child, when we used be scared we were told to pray to Allah for healing or protection. I remembered praying and nothing happened. I screamed for my mum and nobody came. It was really strange for a grown man to be scared.

I picked up my Bible and just opened it. My eyes went to the verse which said. 'What shall it profit a man if he gains the whole world and yet loses his own soul.' It really hit me. I wasn't happy inside, although materially and physically my family was happy, because I was doing well, and was going to the mosque. 

I remember praying that night asking God to give me peace.

I remember sleeping for a while. I got up about six o'clock to make some coffee. I went to the park for a walk, sat down for a while and everything seemed so different. I saw the sun rise on the horizon and I was thinking to myself that life goes on, people are so busy in their little world making money. They never think about God or heaven until somebody is dying.

It was strange, it was beautiful, a new day, a new morning and I just sat there for two or three hours thinking of what to do next.

I went to the doctor's. The doctor examined me and said that I'd have to go to hospital for an operation. He asked what would have happened if I had died last night. I said: 'I prayed.' He looked at me and asked how I was feeling. He must have thought I was a bit cuckoo.

I went to the casualty and was taken in and the nurses started taking tests and giving me oxygen and then I was taken to the operating theater."

Taking sides

"I had a Christian friend working in the hospital. He came to see me and brought my Arab friend Anton along. Just then my Muslim friend Sahid came to see how I was and brought me some clothes. 

They started a debate on Islam and Christianity and both had good arguments.

I was sitting there, people talking and Anton started talking to Sahid and they were having a good debate and I was thinking that I was sick here, and these were my friends. Surely they came to see me and not to argue!

Then one of them said, 'Why don't we ask Muhammed what he knows?' and so I was caught up in this debate.

I just said to Sahid, that I cared a lot about him and that we would always be friends. Then I told him 'I believe in Jesus 

Christ and I have given my life to him.' And boy, that was it. 

He just went mad and said I'd been brainwashed. My two Christian friends were sitting there with big smiles on their faces."

Get out of the house!

"Two days later my mother said wasn't her son any longer, and told me to get out of the house. I loved her and cared a lot. 

I didn't have the courage to lift a finger against her. I was saying to myself, 'Okay, Lord. I've done it, where do I go?'

I opened the Bible and read: 

'Only one thing I desire, this is what I seek, to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life and gaze upon his beauty.' 

And about a couple of verses later it said that 

'Even if my father and my mother forsake me, Lord, you will receive me'."

After this Muhammed stayed with a Christian family. A Muslim leader often went round but would never go inside. Both good and bad was used in trying to make Mohammed to follow the Muslim religion again.

"Sometimes my Muslim friends would cross over if they saw me on the street but they couldn't speak to me because their parents wouldn't allow them for the fear that they would become Christians as well.

There were times when I felt at my lowest and pretty lonesome, but it was at those times when I sensed the presence of God in a real way. Life is nothing to me but my faith. Knowing I'm going to heaven means a lot more to me than just being killed or murdered."

Honor the family

"It has taken me a long time to build up the relationship with my family again. I've tried to draw the line between what is honoring God and what is honoring my family, and sometimes it is very difficult to get priorities right.

Many of my Christian friends don't understand this. I'm still trying to fulfill the role and responsibility of being the eldest male of the family. I'm working to take care of my mum and also to make sure that my brother has a good education. These sort of responsibilities are not often taught about in a Western society.

In a lot of ways the relationship between me and my family has become better over the years. My mum, meeting an Asian friend of mine, said to him that she loved her son but just didn't know how to say it. I realized how much my mum did care but just didn't know how to convey her feelings towards me because she still saw me as an outsider.

My brother had some problems recently, and one of the things my mum had said was: 'Why can't you have friends like your brother, Christian friends who care?'

It made me realize that my mum could see the difference between my Christian friends and my brother's friends. I realized that she really understood that my friends cared very much for me, helped me, supported me and encouraged me.
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