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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER MUSLIM – 29
Jesus Christ in the Holy Koran – Muslims being saved
http://www.ipaseattle.org/thayappan.pdf 
Extract from My Cry and My Joyful New Life, the testimony of S. Thayappan, May 1, 2006
“He is the image of the invisible God… all things were created by Him and for Him” – Colossians 1:15-16 (NIV)

Jesus Christ, in the Koran, the holy book of the Muslims? Initially I was also surprised. Information about Jesus can be found not only in the Holy Koran but also in the ancient Sama Veda of the Hindu Religion. I will write about this in detail later. Although there is very little information about Jesus in the Koran yet, after reading and meditating on this wee bit of information about Jesus available in the Koran, a Muslim lady named Gulshan Fatima who belonged to the Shia sect of Pakistan got saved. She is not the only one. Many aristocratic and honourable people like Bilquis Sheik have been saved and they are living testimonies continually ministering to the Lord. Despite the fact that Islamic laws and regulations are very stringent all over the world, even today in many Islamic nations and in India, particularly in South India, many Muslim brothers and sisters are being cleansed by the blood of Jesus and experience the salvation. I would like to mention just a few of them here. Ismail belonging to Anandapur district of Andhra Pradesh, Ghulam Kadir Qureshi of Srinagar, Sultan Muhamedupal of Kabul in Afghanistan, Mukhtar Hussein, his wife and son from Meerut, Ammanullah Habees of Afghanistan, Esther Khan of St. Thomas Mount, Abdul Abraham of Vallavinai town of Kanniyakumari district, Rahmathunia and Abdul Halam Azad of Karaikudi and many others like them have come to know of the glories of the Lord Jesus Christ and have received Him as their Saviour. You may get a copy of the book "Kaaba to Calvary" by P.A. Hudson Taylor and read it to find out how and in what circumstances these people have been saved.

JESUS SPOKE IN A GENTLE VOICE TO GULSHAN FATHIMA

“As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you” – Isaiah 66:13 (NIV)

Gulshan Fathima was born in Pakistan to a rich, aristocratic and zealous Pakistani family, who were the descendants of Ali, the son-in-law of Prophet Mohammed. When she was six months old, a severe fever afflicted her, as a result, her left leg did not grow and became shriveled and her left hand became paralyzed. None of the physicians could cure her. For 18 years she was bed ridden. She followed all the five chief laws of the Mohammedan religion faithfully, sincerely and diligently. She used to read the Holy Koran daily not only in Arabic but also in Urdu and used to perform the entire Ragat worship. In 1966 she accompanied her father on Hajj pilgrimage to visit the holy places of Mecca and Medina. In 1968 her father who was a Syed, Shah and the religious head called Peer, suddenly died. Deeply anguished and heartbroken, Gulshan searched for ways to commit suicide and to end her life. Suddenly she heard a soft and gentle voice, "I will not let you to die. I will save you alive." Weeping, she replied, "I am an invalid. My father has also left me, why should I live?" Again that gentle voice spoke clearly, "Who has given sight to the blind? Who has healed the sick? Who has healed the leper? Who has raised the dead? I am that Jesus. It is said of me in the Koran. Read Sura Mariam." She took the Koran and read that portion of scripture. "The angel of God said to Mariam, You will rejoice in this message which Allah sends. His name is Christ. He is Jesus, the son of Mary. He is great not only in this world but also in the world to come. The grace of Allah will be with him." In Sura Imran it says, "By the grace of Allah I will give sight to the blind. I will heal the leper. I will bring the dead to life again. I will come again." Seeing these words written in Holy Koran, she began to have a new hope. At the same time she wondered as to why the Koran mentions only very little about this powerful Jesus. She desired to find out more about Him.

PRAYER OF FAITH TO JESUS CHRIST AFTER THE NAMAZ

“If you believe, you will see the glory of God” – John 11:40 (NIV)

Although only very little information about Jesus is mentioned in the Koran, Gulshan fully believed that all that had been written is true and that He’s alive even today, He does miracles and that He is able to heal her also. So daily after she finished her Muslim prayers, she prayed with a new hope saying, "Jesus, You have done many miracles. You are alive even today. I believe in you. Please heal me also." She continued to pray for 3 years. Without losing hope, with persistence she used to plead and pray all night. One day early morning at 3 o’clock according to her usual practice she wept and prayed with a broken spirit. Suddenly a bright light filled her locked room, a brightness that cannot be expressed in words. 
In the midst of the light that was brighter than daylight Jesus Christ appeared with his 12 disciples. Looking at the frightened and trembling Gulshan, He called lovingly, "Don’t be afraid. I am Jesus. Rise up and come to me." A new life giving power entered the shrunken leg and hand of Gulshan Fatima, who had been crippled and bed ridden for the last 18 years. Even as she let her shrunken leg swing from the cot, the power of resurrection touched her leg and it grew and touched the floor. In her paralyzed hand she could feel the new life throbbing. Slowly, placing her feet on the floor she stood up and took a few steps nervously. Then she ran to Jesus and fell at His feet. 

In the sweetness of the light, which was brighter than the light of the noonday sun and the moon combined together, she began to learn many blessed truths she had not known until then. Jesus placed his hands on her head. The light that came through his nail-pierced hands changed the colour of her green dress to white. "I am Jesus. I am Emmanuel. I am the Way, the Truth and The Life. You must be my witness from today. Tell my people all that you have seen with your eyes. My people are your people. Preserve the robe of light, which you have received today, and your body also without any stain. I will be with you wherever you go." After saying this Jesus taught her to pray, the same words as given in the Bible, Mathew Chapter 6:9-13, "Our Father in Heaven!" the prayer addressing the Almighty God in heaven with authority as "Father". After teaching her this prayer, He disappeared. Gulshan was unable to understand whether this incident was a dream or reality. She bent down and looked at her feet. Her shrunken left leg had grown and she was able to stand now. Similarly, her left hand also has been healed. Then it’s true that Jesus had come. "Lord! How great is your mercy. You have heard my humble prayer and healed me, whom the entire medical world had given up on. Not only that, you have also given me a divine vision of your glory. How blessed I am!" She jumped around with great joy. She sang and danced. Hearing about her healing, her family members, all her relatives and family friends visited her. She told them over and over again, "Jesus heard my prayer, gave me a divine vision and healed me!"

REFUSAL TO DENY JESUS CHRIST WILL BE REWARDED WITH DEATH

“Whoever loses his life for me (Jesus Christ) will find it” – Matthew 16:25 (NIV)

Although they were all were filled with great joy and wonder seeing Gulshan totally healed; yet they hated the fact that Gulshan was telling everyone that Jesus had healed her. They said, "Mohammed Nabi (Prophet) and Jesus are one and the same. So you must say that Nabi has healed you." She firmly refuted this saying, "How can I say that? Isn’t it a lie? He who appeared to me, said by his own mouth, 'I am Jesus'. So I will not change my words." She desired to have the Holy Bible and wondered from whom she could obtain it. When she prayed about this earnestly, the Lord again appeared to her in a vision and showed her a servant of God who lived 10 miles to the south and told her that she would get the Bible from him. As seen in her vision, she could locate a Christian missionary couple and through them she got a Holy Bible and studied it day and night. Seeing Gulshan’s deep devotion to Jesus, her two brothers, uncle and close relatives joined together and told her, "You are a Muslim and according to us praising another God Jesus is betrayal of Islam and the family honour. You should immediately stop this and right now deny Jesus. If you refuse, we will not even hesitate to kill you. This is also permitted by Islam."

Telling this they placed a revolver against her forehead. Like vultures waiting to pounce on their prey, all of them stared fiercely at her. Yet Gulshan did not flinch. She closed her eyes for a moment and prayed to Jesus. She could feel the presence of the Lord in her. Then she bravely looked at them and said, "Can you or anyone say that we will never die? It is definite that all who are born will die one day or the other. I am willing to die for Jesus, the one who has healed me. But I can assure you of one thing. No matter whatever may be the circumstance, I will never act in any manner to bring dishonour or shame to the family." Seeing the manner and the courage with which she spoke, they discussed among themselves and threatened her saying, "All this extensive property belongs to you. If you do not listen to us, we will see to it that you do not get even a bit of this property. Moreover, you will also be driven away from this house." Nothing deterred her. Believing that the Immanuel who had healed her would also protect her, with great courage and fortitude she left her house. Although Gulshan was a very young woman with no knowledge of the outside world, God protected her much more than an earthly mother, enfolded her in His love, gave her refuge and is using her for His glory even today as a testimony in Pakistan and in many other parts of the Muslim countries to redeem thousands of Muslim brothers and others from their life of sin and show them the way of salvation.

Gulshan received information that her elder sister was very serious. She prayed immediately to Jesus Christ for her sister. She believed the Lord who has healed her and millions and millions who trusted Him, will surely save her sister. But when she came home, she found to her shock that her sister had already died and all her relatives had gathered there and were performing the last rites to the dead before burial. Gulshan trusted in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and prayed to Him in unshakeable faith. The Lord heard her prayers and gave life to her sister who was ready to be taken for burial. All were shocked and surprised to see the dead being raised right in front of their eyes by the prayer of Gulshan to Jesus Christ. This was the talk of the town and many including Gulshan’s sister accepted Jesus as their personal Saviour. Gulshan Fatima became Gulshan Esther and she is today miraculously and powerfully doing the Lord’s ministry by being instrumental in delivering many people from the bondages of Satan, sin and sickness. Those who would like to know more about Gulshan Esther may read her book of testimony, "The Torn Veil". Not only Muslims, the Lord is touching millions of people who belong to various religions of the world including Buddhists, Jains etc. In Korea, Paul Yonggi Cho who was once a follower of Buddhism has founded the Christian church that is considered to have the largest number of believers in the world.

The Torn Veil – the true story of Esther Gulshan Fatima
http://www.southasianconnection.com/articles/280/1/The-Torn-Veil---The-True-Story-of-Esther-Gulshan-Fatima/Page1.html  

By Rajwin Singh, March 31, 2008

The Torn Veil - From the Back Cover Source: Amazon.com
A true story of freedom and miraculous healing as a Muslim girl finds faith in Christ

When Gulshan Fatima Esther, a devout Muslim girl, was six months old, typhoid left her a cripple. Her loving father took her from Pakistan to England to find a cure, but the only hope the British specialist could offer was prayer. Gulshan and her father made pilgrimage to Mecca and begged Allah for healing, but it was not until her father’s untimely death that Gulshan began to receive an answer. In her grief she wanted to die, but as she called out to God, for the first time in her life she sensed she was being heard. She heard a low, gentle voice say, "I won’t let you die. I will keep you alive. I am Jesus, son of Mary."

As Gulshan began reading the Quran, her interest in Jesus grew, until one amazing night he appeared to her in her bedroom in a blaze of light. He restored her crippled arm and leg and taught her The Lord’s Prayer. He told her to go to his people — now her people — and tell them what he had done. Since that time, and to this day, she has been a joyous, obedient disciple of Christ. The Torn Veil is an amazing story of faith and determination.

This moving autobiography was first published in 1984 and has sold over 200,000 copies worldwide. 

                                                                                  Gulshan Esther Source: Wikipedia
Early Life
Gulshan Esther is a Pakistani Christian, a convert from Islam, and the author (with co-writer Thelma Sangster) of the book The Torn Veil.
Esther was born in 1952 to a wealthy and prominent family of Jhang in the Punjab, Pakistan. At the age of six months she became ill with Typhoid Fever and was thereafter paralyzed on her left side. At the age of 14, in the search for a cure for her paralysis, her father brought her to England to see a specialist, who declared her beyond healing and recommended prayer. From England Esther proceeded directly on a pilgrimage to Mecca with her father and two maids. Despite many prayers and great faith, on this Hajj Esther was disappointed not to have been healed, but her faith in Allah never wavered.

Conversion
In her book Esther reports that beginning after her father's death when she was 16 years old, she began to hear the voice of Jesus, encouraging her to read about Him in the Quran. At the age of 19 she says she had a vision of Jesus and twelve other radiant beings in her bedroom at 3am, just before morning prayers. At that time her limbs were instantly and completely healed. At the same time He healed her, Esther recounts that Jesus said, "What you have seen now with your eyes you must take to my people," then he taught her The Lord's Prayer and told her one more time before departing, "I want you to be my witness." As a result of her healing, Esther immediately became a local celebrity.

Later, in light of some hostility from Muslims who didn't like her testimony that Jesus had healed her, Esther began to wonder why He was considered an unimportant or peripheral character by Muslims. She further began to question why, if Jesus could heal the sick and raise the dead, was he considered less important than Mohammed, who could not perform these feats. She also puzzled over the fact that the Quran contained almost no information or teachings about Jesus, even while stating that he was a noble and favored prophet. Esther wrote that The Lord's Prayer taught her that Jesus has primacy over any prophet, and is proof of the Kingship of Jesus, since it was He who taught her the prayer (during their brief encounter) and it is He who will establish the earthly kingdom of God upon his return from Heaven.

A great deal of persecution came to Esther following her conversion, including the loss of a large inheritance, being jailed without charges for a month, and the threat of immediate murder from two of her brothers.

Today
Gulshan Esther now lives in Oxford, England. She travels widely on speaking tours, on which she discusses her book and answers questions about her faith. Her book has sold over 200,000 copies.

Quotes
On her visit to England in 1966 (from pages 16 and 17 of The Torn Veil):
“I pondered the contradictions of the ‘’Ingrez’’ – a kind people, living in a gentle, green country, fed by frequent rains, whose Book led to such freedom. Yet our Book was related to theirs. What was the key to this difference between us? It was too deep for a girl of 14 – I dismissed the question from my mind, and gave myself up to anticipation of the Pilgrimage upon which we were embarking. It was many years before further enlightenment came, and when it did I would not be able to dismiss the question so lightly.”
On her conversion to Christianity (from page 71 of The Torn Veil):
“I now saw that Jesus was not just a poor, secondary prophet, he was an eternal king, and would be coming again to bring in a heavenly kingdom on earth, as in heaven.”
Explaining her religious belief after her conversion (from page 155 of The Torn Veil):
“The blood of bulls, sheep or goats can never wipe away sin, but we may enter into the holiest place in perfect acceptance, through a new and living way, 'through the veil', that is to say, his flesh. For this man (Jesus) when he had offered one sacrifice for sin for ever, sat down on the right hand of God."
Click on the above link to view a 9:35 minutes YouTube video of Gulshan Esther’s testimony.
