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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER NEW AGER-13
How Jesus Shattered This New Age Blogger's Heart
http://www.charismanews.com/culture/56654-how-jesus-shattered-this-new-age-blogger-s-heart
By Jessilyn Justice, April 21, 2016
Join us on the new C-Pop podcast where Taylor and Jessilyn discuss, debate and sometimes deride pop culture with a strong sense of humor and a focus on Christ. Listen at charismapodcastnetwork.com.
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Blogger Steven Bancarz was born and raised in a Christian household, but started down the "rabbit hole" of New Age when he was in high school.  
"What started off as studying turned into practice," Bancarz says. Tarot card reading, meditation, lucid dreaming, astro projection—he ate it up. "Christianity seemed naive and childish, and I used to look down on Christians as being thoughtless and intellectually inferior." 

As he progressed, he became one of the more popular New Age figures on social media. 

What threw a wrench in his philosophy, though, was how Jesus saved people from the brink of death.  

"In the back of my mind, I was like, 'OK, there's something unique and different and special and pure and holy about Jesus.'" 

Yet he pushed forward in the New Age movement, using social media to spread his spirit science message.  

Bancarz thought that by teaching New Age doctrine, he was helping humanity. But still, God nagged him. 

"I used to think God was the energy of the universe ..." Bancarz said. "I understood (Jesus) as someone being self-realized, who realized His unity with the divine and that He was calling us to do the same. I thought Jesus was someone who'd ascended to His own inner-god nature." 

Greed and materialism fueled his motivations, though he felt unfulfilled.  

But as his life began to implode, he began to warm up to Jesus and flicked through the Gospels until he reached a point of utter brokenness.  

"I went outside on my back balcony of my stupid house  ... and when I did this, I felt the atmosphere around me start to change. And I could feel in the air that there was something holy and pure around me. And it was also personal, and I knew in that moment that I was in the presence of Jesus. And the quality of everything around me changed. The wind felt like it was infused with His presence, and when it hit me, it would hit me and it just completely broke me. And I felt like He was showing me Himself." 

New Age Writer-Turned-Born-Again Christian Steven Bancarz Exposes Demonic Deception of the Occult
http://www.christianpost.com/news/new-age-writer-turned-born-again-christian-steven-bancarz-exposes-demonic-deception-occult-169290/
By Brandon Showalter, September 8, 2016
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Former New Age writer Steven Bancarz, who amassed a fortune from his website, became a born-again Christian last September and is now on a mission to expose this dark spirituality for what it really is: a demonic deception.
In an inspiring video testimony https://youtu.be/cMu5F2icsT8 posted on Facebook back in April that has since been viewed over 750,000 times — over 1 million times if you aggregate all of social media — Bancarz shares how Jesus Christ liberated him from the snares of the occult.
The 23-year-old native of Ontario, Canada, told The Christian Post that although he was raised in a Christian household the enemy seized upon his spiritually curious soul when he was in high school. In a remarkably short time he was steeped in occultic practices and built a website (now defunct) called Spirit Science and Metaphysics that was generating an average of $40,000 per month in ad revenue alone.
CP asked Bancarz to explain how all this began.
Though the deception took root gradually over the course of a few years, Bancarz said, “I can pinpoint it from having started when I was exposed to a program on the History Channel called “Ancient Aliens.”

“It teaches ancient astronaut theory that mythologies and fables from the ancient world are really of ancient man being visited by extraterrestrial beings from outer space who they then describe as being gods.”

In the 11th grade he began studying and researching the subject obsessively, noting that once one starts exploring aliens you can’t help but get into other New Age topics, like the non-locality of consciousness and other spooky information involving ley lines and ancient wisdom. Bancarz grew particularly fond of philosophers who were skilled at bridging the gap between science and occultism.

“That was right up my alley because it made me feel as though there was a method of spirituality and a method of living out ones spirituality that was confirmable through the scientific method, through science. And that made more sense to me holistically than any of the other world religions,” Bancarz recounts.
Thus, he started building a platform on Facebook and writing well-sourced articles on New Age spirituality and his work quickly drew many readers. Because of his large, organic reach and the connections he was making, a friend encouraged him to launch a website. He did so in January 2014 and summarily started raking in some big bucks and bought a sports car, a house, and — like many New Age types — ate a steady diet of pricey, high-quality organic, non-GMO food.
But all of that imploded when, in early September 2015, the King of the universe showed up in an “and suddenly” moment that would alter the course of his life forever.

After a series of events — including an incident where he hurt someone he deeply loved — his brokenness precipitated in the recognition that his New Age beliefs and the meditation practices he was doing had yielded no good fruit. All the knowledge about people, God, human emotions and relationships that he thought he understood proved to be false and futile.

“I was an absolute wreck,” Bancarz said, “a slave to my psychological programs.”

In a moment of desperation where he realized how wrong he was, he was moved to fall on his face and cry out to God.

“Every ounce of my strength was ground to nothing, and I said ‘OK, that’s it. I’m done. I’m done playing games, God. I just want you. Jesus, I want you in your fullness.’ … And that’s when I just fell at His feet,” he recalls.

As he repented, there, on the back deck of his house, the living God answered him and a supernatural peace that transcended anything he’d ever experienced saturated him in the fullness of God’s love and forgiveness.
To further walk out his repentance, Bancarz shut down his latest project for his website that could have made him thousands of dollars in passive income, promptly sold his house, and deliberately sought to formally renounce his New Age beliefs.
God providentially led him to a local Pentecostal church where a seasoned prayer minister led him through a process of deliverance wherein he broke every agreement he had made with every occult philosophy he had ever subscribed to while in the New Age movement. As the evil spirits left him he became dizzy and started breathing heavily, feeling like he was going to pass out. At one point he even felt paralyzed from his elbows down to his wrists and hands, which made him realize the severity of the darkness in which he had been steeped.

Because believing Christians struggle to wrap their heads around these kinds of things and sometimes even dismiss the reality of the demonic as psychosomatic silliness, CP asked why there seems to be a breakdown of understanding in the West about these distinctly spiritual phenomena.

“I think what some of it might have to do with is the way Christianity has either been misrepresented or the way Christianity has been malpracticed,” Bancarz offered. “What we seem to have, from my background at least, is a very cookie cutter, conservative, and dry religious system. And that’s the way it is perceived from the outside world.”

Much of the Western Church has largely forgotten the third person of the Trinity.
“What I have observed from dealing with people in the New Age movement,” Bancarz adds, “is that there are a lot of people who when you say the words ‘Holy Spirit’ they ask ‘What is that?’ Everyone thinks that [Christians] believe in a certain set of facts. When really there’s an entire dimension to it which is the ministry of the Holy Spirit that I think secular culture has done a good job of pulling a veil over the eyes of people to dilute Christianity down to nothing more than a religious system, when what it really is that you’re interacting with the presence of living God.”
Many spiritually hungry people are drawn to counterfeit spirits and false teaching in pursuit of something more.

“In a materialistic, 9-to-5 world where everything is pre-ordained and planned, people are thirsty,” he asserted.

But the good news is that the Holy Spirit is the real thing and what the enemy meant in Bancarz’s life for evil, God is now employing for the advance of His Kingdom.

Although he did not complete his university studies, Bancarz has a philosophy background and sees his critical thinking abilities and knowledge base as something God will now use to dismantle the deceptive mindsets and pagan spiritualism, including the variations of Universalism one might likely see on an episode of Oprah’s “Super Soul Sunday.”

“God is giving me the discerning of spirits to be able to rightly judge what material and what spirits are not of God, and to show me how to best expose them,” Bancarz said. “For those who claim to be Christians who are involved in ‘new’ spirituality or stuff that’s just straight up esoteric, I think the best thing to do is to remember that there is an objective standard for authority by which to measure the correctness of these things.”
“And that [standard] is the Words of Jesus Christ Himself and the words of the Apostles themselves.”
“Until Deepak Chopra or any of the 13 Dalai Lamas resurrect from the dead, Jesus Christ is the authority on everything from the afterlife, to how to live a healthy spiritual life,” he continued. “So we should get our opinions from someone who has actually proven Himself to hold the keys of truth and who has actually had the stamp of approval put on Him by God through His resurrection. And so we need to lean not on our own understanding but on the understanding of the Lord.”

Christians must “hold everything up to the light of Scripture because all Scripture is God-breathed,” he added.

Bancarz emphasized to CP that the most important thing for people to know is that God is truly knowable and we can come into a personal relationship with him that is supernatural, and his presence is tangible.

“The minute that we encounter the living, breathing presence of the Holy Spirit everything changes. And I would encourage people to pursue that, to pursue God in His fullness and to seek Jesus as He really is rather than who we want Him to be. The minute that we do that it is His promise in scripture that He will make Himself known to us. … You don’t need a certain level of intelligence, you don’t need to be in a certain state of consciousness, you don’t need a certain level of knowledge, all you need is a heart that hungers for the reality of God. And Jesus is the real deal.”
Bancarz’s new website, Exposing the New Age, is a Christian apologetics resource hub specifically aimed at derailing New Age and other occult deceptions as well as debunking false claims made about Jesus Christ.
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