[image: image1.jpg]EPHESIANS 5:11

il

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT

METAMORPHOSE

A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Oriental Spiritual Exercises of the New Age Movement

For queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennai 600 028, INDIA.
Phone : +91 (44) 24611606. e-mail : michaelprabhu@vsnl.net website : www.ephesians-511.net



                                                                                          MAY 2012
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER NOMINAL CATHOLIC – 04
YouTube video inspires engineer to join convent
  http://www.ewtn.com/vnews/getstory.asp?number=117499
January 20, 2012 
Valencia, Spain - An agricultural engineer from Ecuador recently joined a group of contemplative nuns in Spain after learning about the order from a video posted on YouTube. 

Monica Pesantes is a now a postulant in the community of the Discalced Augustinian Sisters at the Monastery of the Holy Sepulcher in Alcoi, Spain after viewing the nuns' YouTube channel. 

According to the AVAN news agency, the 37 year-old engineer is from Guayaquil and arrived in the Spanish city of Tui in 2000. 

After settling in Spain, she spent eleven years working with a group of Franciscan sisters in Tui who care for the elderly and teach catechism to children and young people. 

She joined the nuns in Alcoi after learning about their community online and began her postulancy on Dec. 8 of last year, one month after entering the convent. 

The nuns have produced ten videos about their order and the Monastery of the Holy Sepulcher, which are posted on their YouTube channel. 

The Discalced Augustinians were founded by St. John of Ribera in the 16th century and are dedicated to prayer and contemplation. They have two monasteries in the Archdiocese of Valencia. 

Read more: http://www.ewtnnews.com/catholic-news/World.php?id=4704#ixzz1kIdFmHGA  

'Sister YouTube' inspires hundreds to answer call to religious life

http://www.ewtnnews.com/catholic-news/World.php?id=3936
Rome, Italy, September 9, 2011

A video by a Dominican sister posted on YouTube is inspiring hundreds of young women to respond to the call to religious life. The video by Sister Puri, dubbed "Sister YouTube" by the Spanish media, has inspired many young women to discern a possible call to religious life, with some 250 women taking the step to enter a community.
The story behind the video began in 2007, when Sister Puri’s nephew, Antonio Gonzalez, paid a visit to her at the Monastery of Santo Domingo el Real in Segovia, Spain.  She told him she was concerned about the crisis of vocations and asked for his help. Gonzalez decided to record of video of Sister Puri explaining her own vocational journey.  He posted it on YouTube, where it quickly became a hit, with over 54,000 views.
Gonzalez noted that each month Google registers some 3,000 searches on how to become a nun. "Today a young woman who wants to be a nun doesn’t go the normal route and ask a friend or another nun. She does a search online," he said.
The Dominican sisters at the Monastery of Santo Domingo el Real host a blog where they share about their lives in a religious community. Since 2010, they have received requests from 250 women from all over the world about joining the convent. The blog can be accessed at: http://monjasdominicas.wordpress.com
Sister Puri, who is the vocations counselor, responded to the requests and directed the inquiries to dozens of religious communities in Spain and Latin America.
Gonzalez also created a website — www.sacerdoteyo.org — to help young men discerning a vocation to the priesthood.  It includes testimonies of seminarians and their vocational journeys and provides advice for those seeking more information about a vocation to the priesthood.

Sr. Puri's YouTube video can be seen at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRjfaTdNRvU&feature=player_embedded.

Dutch sister’s online vocation efforts bearing fruit

http://www.ewtnnews.com/catholic-news/World.php?id=4198
By David Kerr, October 21, 2011


Rome, Italy - Sister Elvira Maria de Witt, DCJ, is an opera singer turned nun who has found a new way to win vocations to the religious life — by going online. 

"The Netherlands had a lot of missionaries. I didn’t come into this congregation, give up my whole career as a singer - and I was really good - to let it die. Come on Jesus!" the feisty, young Dutch religious sister told EWTN News while visiting Rome. 

"But I asked myself, where should I find new people?"
So, after considering going to bars and soccer games to find young people but concluding “I don’t think I can go there,” she came up with her bold broadband plan. 

From a slow start in 2001, she now receives up to 300 e-mails a week, and they are mostly from the young. 

"Some questions about the faith or that they don’t feel well or are depressed," she explained. Others are from girls who are pregnant and have nowhere else to turn for advice. Still more are young people wanting to know about the Catholic faith and religious life – most of whom are not Catholic themselves. 

"There are questions about how to pray better or how to pray the Rosary or questions like how do I go to confession? What should I say and where can I find somebody?"
Sister Elvira is the novice mistress at the Carmelite Sisters of the Divine Heart of Jesus convent in the southern Dutch city of Maastricht. She believes that her online presence – now extended to Facebook and a blog - is giving answers that are not readily available elsewhere in her country.
"The Netherlands is a good example of how things shouldn’t work: there is no catechism in the Catholic schools, there are no Catholic schools - only in name - but inside you see nothing," she said. 

Despite those obstacles, the religious vocations keep coming – just not from Catholic households. In fact, the convent’s two latest recruits are not even baptized. 

"So, there is the whole process of catechism, of telling them about the Catholic faith, asking if it’s what they want, being baptized and confirmed," Sister Elvira explained. 

After joining the Church, the sisters ask that they live their faith for "a couple of years or so" before they enter the convent.
Not that such things worry her, given that she herself never really went to church until she was 24 when, in her words, "I found Jesus!" 

"I was a singer, singing in Berlin and Amsterdam in the big halls, then Jesus came and I followed him."
Sister Elvira can be contacted at http://www.roepingen.nl.
