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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PLAYBOY PLAYMATE – 01
Former Baywatch, Playboy star now rosary-praying mom 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/former-baywatch-playboy-star-now-rosary-praying-mom-voting-against-obama
By Kathleen Gilbert, Rome, September 10, 2012
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She is the ex-wife of rock group star Motley Crue’s Nikki Sixx
Former Baywatch star Donna D’Errico says that she has turned away from her previous lifestyle as a buxom Playboy playmate to become a Mass-going mom of two - and she will never vote for Barack Obama.
D’Errico made headlines this summer when an image of her bruised face hit the Internet, injuries sustained during her journey to find Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat.

In response came a flurry of interviews for the 44-year-old mom of two, who opened up about a much deeper journey on the spiritual plain. The proud, Scapular-wearing, Mass-going Catholic now says she prays the Rosary with her children, age 19 and 11, each night.

In a Fox News interview (see following page), D’Errico said that the woman who lived her former life - she was once “Playboy playmate of the month” in 1995 - now seems “like another person.”

“I’ve made mistakes and choices in my past that I wouldn’t make today,” she said. “That’s a chapter in my life that I’ve closed the door on. It seems to me like another person. It’s not who I am today.”
While she doesn’t support Mitt Romney, she says, there’s “no way” she’s voting for Barack Obama instead: her heart is still with pro-life and pro-family Rep. Ron Paul. “I’m not supporting Barack Obama, no way. I’m still supporting Ron Paul to be honest with you. My support for him has never wavered,” said D’Errico.

When a Catholic reporter with Ignitum Today asked D’Errico to give advice to young women who find themselves struggling against the vicious cycle of female objectification and loss of self-esteem in modern society, D’Errico’s answer was blunt.

“Pray the Rosary every day. Attend Mass every Sunday. Go to Confession regularly. If you do these things, you will be able to withstand and get through anything,” she said. “I know what it’s like to be led astray and fall into a life of sin.

“I know how easy that is. I’ve lived it. I also know what it’s like to come back.”

D’Errico says her lifelong dream of searching for the Ark in Turkey took root in December 2010 when she survived a dangerous MRSA infection doctors had thought would take her life.  After finally setting out this summer, the odyssey came to an abrupt halt when a major fall left her injured - but she says she hopes soon to try again.

Meanwhile, the adventure revealed another mile marker for her personal journey: D’Errico says the title of “explorer” has been a welcome upgrade from “babe.”
When media outlets called her “Explorer, Donna D’Errico”, the former model said, “I was without words.” ” I’m so used to being referred to as an actress, former Baywatch ‘babe’, etc., that I was caught off-guard,” she said. “It’s nice to be recognized as an explorer.  I like the title.”
'Baywatch' beauty Donna D’Errico on searching for Noah's Ark, and leaving her wild past far behind

http://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/2012/08/28/baywatch-beauty-donna-derrico-on-searching-for-noah-ark-and-leaving-her-wild.html#ixzz265kwxq6b
By Nicki Gostin, August 28, 2012

"Baywatch" beauty Donna D’Errico made news recently when photos of her battered face, injured climbing Mount Ararat in her search for Noah’s Ark, went viral. The 44-year-old blonde was on a quest taking her even further from her past as the ex-wife of Motley Crue wild man Nikki Sixx and the September 1995 Playboy playmate. Today D'Errico is deeply committed to her Catholic faith, a mother of two... and searching for Noah's Ark?

FOX411: OK. How did a former 'Baywatch' gal get interested in Noah’s Ark?

Donna D’Errico: I got interested in the third grade. I went to a private Catholic school and we took a field trip to the local theater because there was a movie being played called ‘In Search of Noah’s Ark.’ When I saw it I was completely fascinated by it. That was the first time it crossed my mind that I want to someday climb Mount Ararat in search of Noah’s Ark.

A lot of people are saying, ‘With all the people throughout history who have searched for it, she thinks she’s going to go there and find it?’ That’s not what my dream was. My dream’s always been to climb Mount Ararat and search for it, not find it. I mean that would be kind of cool, but that’s not what it was about, it was about me searching for it.

Then I got married, and had kids, and a career, but it was always still right there. In December 2010 I was hospitalized with a severe MRSA infection. They thought I was going to die. After I got out I thought, I almost died. I was 42 and I thought if I wait that much longer I’m going to be too old. I’ll be physically incapable of climbing Mount Ararat. I’m not done, I want to go back. I had to unfortunately cut it short a little bit.

FOX411: You were injured?
DD: I was injured. It wasn’t so much the injury itself that made me cut it short. I took photographs of my injured face and I sent them home. I made the mistake of posting one of the pictures on my Twitter account and a giant story broke about it. 

FOX411: So you don’t see Noah’s Ark as a legend but a literal event.

DD: Of course. Yes I believe what the Bible says. Plus over the years throughout history there’s historical records of people throughout history seeing the ark on Mount Ararat, so it’s not like it’s just a fable and I’m only just going on the Bible. There’s been historical records by respected people who have gone and seen it.

FOX411: Do you consider yourself a religious person?

DD: Absolutely. I don’t like the term spiritual because I think that’s a cop out. Either you’re religious or you’re not. There’s no spiritual, it’s a silly term that’s become a catchall phrase. If you’re not religious you’re not religious. What does spiritual mean? I go to Mass every Sunday and I pray the rosary every night with my kids.

FOX411: You say you went to Catholic school. Were your parents disappointed when you posed for Playboy?

DD: Listen, I’ve made mistakes and choices in my past that I wouldn’t make today. That’s a chapter in my life that I’ve closed the door on. It seems to me like another person. It’s not who I am today.

FOX411: You were on ‘Baywatch.’ There must have been enormous pressure to stay thin.

DD: There was a lot of emphasis put on weight and appearance. We dealt with the weight pressure because the tradeoff was we got to be on the number one syndicated show in the world. We were all so young and I probably wouldn’t make that same choice today.

FOX411: Were you hungry all the time?

DD: At the end of one season I’d gained ten pounds and the executive producers scheduled a meeting with me and I heard through the grapevine that they were going to fire me. But by the time I went into the meeting I had lost most of it so they didn’t fire me. And I was pressured by other people in my life to stay thin.

FOX411: You were a very vocal supporter of Ron Paul. Are you now supporting Mitt Romney?

DD: Um, no, no I’m not.

FOX411: So will you be supporting Barack Obama?

DD: I’m not supporting Barack Obama, no way. I’m still supporting Ron Paul to be honest with you. My support for him has never wavered. It’s still all about Ron Paul for me. He’s very honest and I agree with all his positions and he’s the only one I can say that about. Unlike his competitors he doesn’t kowtow to the powers that be. He doesn’t say things to make people like him. He says it like it is. He’s not a puppet and I really respect that about him.
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http://www.ignitumtoday.com/2012/09/09/donna-derrico-interview-of-a-catholic-and-explorer/
By J.Q. Tomanek, September 9, 2012

JQ Tomanek: Can you give us a little background on yourself?  Were you raised Catholic?  Where did you grow up?  How many children do you have?  What is your favorite Southern song?  What music do you have on your iPod?

Donna D’Errico:  I was born in Dothan, Alabama, while my father was serving a tour of duty in the Vietnam war.  He was an army Captain from a big Italian family in Connecticut, and my mom was a sweet Southern belle.  After returning from the war, we moved to a city just outside Fort Benning, Georgia named Columbus. My brother, sister, and I were all raised Catholic (my mother converted), and attended Catholic school.  Most of my teachers were nuns.  There was a convent on the school grounds, and all the nuns wore full habits.
I’m not sure I have a very favorite Southern song, but I of course love the Southern “anthem” – Sweet Home Alabama.  I tend to prefer country music, and classical music.  That’s all I have on my iPod.  The classical music on my iPod is only the music my son has composed.  He’s a classically trained pianist, and has composed and recorded some beautiful pieces on piano that I like to listen to.  I have two children – a nineteen year old son and an eleven year old daughter.

JQ Tomanek: I recently read you made an adventure to fulfill a lifelong dream.  Can you tell us where you travelled and what dream you were fulfilling?

Donna D’Errico:  I went to Turkey to climb Mount Ararat and search for Noah’s Ark.  That had been my dream since I was a little girl in third grade at St. Anne’s School.  While there, I also was searching for a man named Donald MacKenzie, who disappeared from Mount Ararat in September, 2010, while he was searching for the Ark.  I interviewed several people on-camera over there who knew Donald or saw him before he disappeared, including some who I believe may know what happened to him, as part of a documentary I am doing about Donald’s disappearance.  No official investigation or search was ever really conducted after he disappeared nearly two years ago.  Interestingly, as soon as I left, one of the people whom I had interviewed and questioned about Donald’s disappearance, pointing out to them that had it been an accident that befell Donald his gear would have been found, suddenly “found” Donald’s gear.

JQ Tomanek:  Were you always attracted to the outdoors?

Donna D’Errico: Yes.  As a little girl, I was always outside catching turtles, lizards, frogs, snakes, etc.  I didn’t really have any friends (I was very shy), there was no Internet, no video games, only four television channels, and no cell phones back then.  So I entertained myself by spending my free time in the forest across the street from our house.  There is a big lake there, and lots of reptiles and amphibians.  I’d play near a particular stream that had minnows and crayfish in it, which I enjoyed watching and studying.  Sometimes I would catch some of them and keep them in a little aquarium at home.  I taught myself how to find and dig up worms, which I would use as bait to fish with in the lake.  I think of those days quite often.  Life was very simple back then.

JQ Tomanek:  I have to admit, I do not get to interview many explorers.  In fact, you are the first.  But it is a very cool title if you will.  How does it feel to have that on your list of lifetime accomplishments?

Donna D’Errico:  When Good Morning America and the Today Show referred to me as “Explorer, Donna D’Errico”, I was without words.  I’m so used to being referred to as an actress, former Baywatch “babe”, etc., that I was caught off-guard.  It’s nice to be recognized as an explorer.  I like the title.

JQ Tomanek: The Catholic grapevine heard you pray the Rosary everyday with your children.  Please explain your process and how you accomplish such a great goal.  I know many Catholic parents seek or tried (pointing my figure over at myself) that out as a goal but fall short.

Donna D’Errico:  We pray the Rosary along with our evening prayers every night as a family before bed.  There’s no coercion; it’s just part of our routine by now.  At 19, my son is certainly no child.  But he never skips evening prayers.  It strengthens us as a family.

JQ Tomanek:  Ok, an easy one.  Who is your favorite saint?

Donna D’Errico:  Saint Monica.

JQ Tomanek:  I have noticed you wear a brown Scapular.  Is there a particular reason you have a devotion to this sacramental?

Donna D’Errico:  I was enrolled in the Brown Scapular years ago, and have never removed it since.

JQ Tomanek:  To end our interview, I would like to ask a question for our feminine audience.  Our culture sends us many messages of false hope.  Many of our readers are young Catholic women that struggle with many of today’s social problems like self-esteem, eating disorders, being objectified, etc.  What are some good ways to stay the course and hold onto the Faith in today’s troubled waters?

Donna D’Errico:  Pray the Rosary every day.  Attend Mass every Sunday.  Go to Confession regularly.  If you do these things, you will be able to withstand and get through anything.  I know what it’s like to be led astray and fall into a life of sin.  I know how easy that is.  I’ve lived it.  I also know what it’s like to come back.

I keep re-reading that last answer and cannot help thinking that those recommendations are quite powerful for any Catholic. If you are interested in following Donna D’Errico, her Facebook page is ThisIsDonnaDErrico, her twitter handle is @DonnaDErrico, and her website is www.donnaderrico.com.  Her son’s music channel can be found on YouTube at the derricomusic channel.

For a thousand plus conversion testimonies, please click http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.htm
