[image: image1.jpg]A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement

+ queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.
MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennai 600 028, INDIA
FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phane : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs

||IT||i || METAMORPHOSE

inet website : wiww.cphesians-511.net



                                                                      DECEMBER 1, 2016
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER WORD OF FAITH/PROSPERITY GOSPEL BELIEVER – 17
The Word of Faith and my journey out: Pastor John Edwards
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2008/12/22/word-of-faith-2/ 
December 22, 2008 
Thank you for visiting my blog! It is the chronicle of my journey into and out of the Charismatic Word of Faith Message. Feel free to read all of the articles. You can start here or start from the beginning. You may email me at yepyep1124@aol.com with any questions.
Many people stumble across this blog because they are checking out the Word of Faith. Maybe you are like I was, feeling like something was wrong. Maybe you are like many others, feeling trapped in spiritual abuse. Maybe you have finally realized that the Word of Faith Message is not working for you. Whatever your reason, I am glad that you are here.

My name is John Edwards. I was a Charismatic Word of Faith pastor for ten years and one month. My wife Coni and I pioneered a Word of Faith church shortly after graduating from RHEMA Bible Training Center in 1998. We were in the Evangelist Group.

Prior to attending RHEMA I was a Birmingham Police Officer and Coni was a Registered Nurse. We are no longer in the ministry. We are currently not members of any church. We are trying to find God’s perfect place for us. I am planning on attending a Baptist seminary in 2009, and then re-entering the ministry.

I shut down my church last October after making the doctrinal shift from Word of Faith to Reformed Theology. When we made the change many of our tithers left and we could no longer keep the doors open to our brand new church building which we had just built. We needed a break though. Ten years of pastoring takes its toll, especially in the Charismatic church culture of high turnover. We loved our church family and still do, but we needed some time off to heal as well as to relearn the Word of God is a scriptural way. We had been so twisted in our theology that even the Truth was hard to find. We led many people astray with our false teaching and this blog is a way of reaching back out to those people, as well as alerting others to the dangerous and deceptive Word of Faith cult.

I will be starting a new blog soon and writing about the new things that I am learning and experiencing with God and His Word. If you wish to receive email alerts about this new blog then just shoot me an email and I will add you to my new buddy list.

I advise you to check out all of my links to other ex-Word of Faith people that have left the deception and returned to true Christianity. God bless you on your search for Truth! (See also page 14)
Danger
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2008/07/01/danger/
July 1, 2008

Sometimes what you say and how they hear are two different things. Sometimes what you say and how they hear are the same thing. This can be very dangerous if what is being said is in error. 
I found this out the hard way. It has taken me eight years to finally gain some understanding concerning my daughter Jennifer’s death. John and I graduated from a Word of Faith School and began a “Word” church in 1998. In 2000 we relocated our church to a new building in another part of town. Six weeks after we had moved, our fourteen year old daughter died of a malignant brain tumor. It was a tumor as big as an orange in the middle of her brain and touched many different parts of her brain. At the time we found it the doctor said that if he had operated on her he would not have been able to remove it all and that she would have suffered severe deficits. 
Of course this is one of the most devastating things that can happen to parents. Being a WoF person following such tragedy is difficult enough but being a pastor’s wife and a trained minister was agonizing. John preached healing and laid hands on the sick the Sunday following Jenn’s funeral. I went through the motions. I attended church faithfully and put up a pretty good front for the sake of the ministry, but inside I was dying. I had been taught that confession and words were of tremendous importance in a believer’s life. I was taught that words have the power to create good things in our life or bad things. That through wrong words we can create poverty, sickness, tragedy or even an early death. I was taught that the words that I spoke when mixed with faith could literally create circumstances. I believed this with all my heart. Until Jenn died. After she died I could not help but question “How? … how did this happen?” How did I “confess” my daughter’s future for 14 years and she literally drop dead of a brain tumor in 2 days? I made plans with her as all parents do. We talked about college and marriage and children. She always said she wanted to be a “traveler” or an actress. She and her friends planned their futures and talked about the upcoming year as freshmen in high school. This question has plagued me for 8 years. I asked every faith minister that I knew this question. No one had any answer for me. I even received some ridiculous answers. Some said that maybe she was in sin. Some said that children usually die of tragedy when the father commits adultery. Some said that I didn’t have enough faith. Some said that she didn’t have enough faith. Some said that maybe she caused it herself because she said her head hurt or that maybe she harbored unforgiveness toward her parents. All of these responses came from preachers of word of faith. None of them brought me any comfort. I mean if words mixed with faith are capable of creating circumstances in our lives then why isn’t Jenn in college right now? or married? or just traveling all over the place like she planned? I never said that she would one day die of a brain tumor. I just don’t believe it anymore. The danger is that it almost shipwrecked my faith in God. I know many true believers that love the Lord but they have been so abused by the erroneous teaching of the Word of Faith doctrine. I know I led people down a path through my teaching that was paved with heartache, self-doubt and bitterness toward God. I taught confession to people for years! I honestly believed that if I said that my children would never suffer tragedy or sickness then they wouldn’t. I believed I had authority over my children’s lives in this regard. I began to look at myself as the one who was responsible for everything in my life. I had heard Brother Hagin say that he didn’t pray for his family any more than at the most three times. To pray about it anymore would be doubt in the first prayer that he prayed. I got to where I didn’t pray for them anymore because I thought that would be doubting God and my confession. I once had an argument with a fellow believer over a mutual friend that had terminal cancer. His point was that it was dangerous to offer unreasonable hope to someone. I argued that he only had to confess and believe and he would receive his healing. My friend died and I wonder if I made his wife and child feel guilt at his death. I don’t know.
I found Jenn’s diary the week after she died. I read it of course because I wanted to feel close to her. The diary was full of things young teen girls talk about. Boys that they think are “hotties“, petty squabbles with friends, grades and plans for the weekend (plans, always plans, lots and lots of plans). Jenn wrote all the way up until the week before she died. In almost every entry she said she woke up in pain or that she felt extremely nauseated. She said she would confess God’s Word and take some Advil and go out and play. I found a bottle of Advil in her dresser drawer after she died. I wonder if she was afraid to talk about her pain. Afraid that if she did then something bad would happen to her. I wonder if I had not been so delusional about my faith that maybe I would have heard or seen something sooner. I wonder if I was in denial because I thought that nothing could ever happen to us. My youngest son just recently revealed to me that he has always been afraid to tell me when his throat hurt or when he felt bad. He had heard that by speaking about it, it would make it so. He was rebuked in children’s church once for saying something “tickled him to death”. The children’s minister said “Oh, don’t say that! You may die of laughter.” It seems comical but it is so sad. How many people could have been saved if they had told someone that they felt bad? How many lives have been lost because someone thought that to show their faith in their healing meant to stop taking their insulin or heart medications? How many people didn’t ask for help when they needed it most? I am not consumed with guilt although I am remorseful. I once saw a student in bible school leave class with chest pain. He had all the classic symptoms of a heart attack. He was short of breath, holding his left arm, sweating profusely and pasty white. Some fellow students jumped up and ran after him and began walking him up and down the hall confessing that he would live and not die! Instead of calling 911 they were ignoring his symptoms! If the teacher had not stopped class and corrected their behavior I have no doubt that he probably would not have survived. The message in WoF is erroneous and dangerous. We are not taught in God’s word to deny anything. To deny a reality to the extent of saying that it doesn’t exist is negligent. If there is a lump in your breast then it is there no matter how much you deny it. Just because you say it doesn’t exist doesn’t make it so. Ask the Lord to heal you and get to a doctor fast! I believe that a lot of the confession message is really a lot of hope and pride. Well in my observation, the WoF people are just as sick, broke, divorced, on drugs, and suffering moral failures as the rest of humanity. Jesus said, “Hey guys, just be glad your name is written down in the book of life.” We don’t always know everything because guess what? … We are not God! No matter how much you call yourself the creator of your own world, you are not. I know Jenn is with Jesus now. She will never suffer this life again and frankly at times that brings me great comfort and joy. No matter how much I miss her, I will see her again. She is actually in a much better position than her brothers. To live is Christ, to die is gain. Would I change the circumstances if I could? Of course. But to pull her out of the Savior’s arms now would be selfish. What I hope and pray is that someone will read this and maybe a light will go off and they will begin to question some of this teaching. It’s okay to do that you know. It might just save your life. (See also page 25)
Word-Faith
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2008/12/13/word-faith/
December 13, 2008

One of the first theologians that I met after leaving the Word of Faith Movement is an apologist named Clete Hux. What a name. Someone had slid his magazine under my office door and I started flipping through it. Clete is a part of one of the largest apologetics ministries in the world and his office just happens to be here in the Birmingham area. I sent him a link to my blog and the next thing I know we are sitting in a room chatting.
Clete kept using the term “Word-Faith”, and I had never heard that one before. It is the Word of Faith, not Word-Faith I told him, but he kept using that term which irritated me to no end. Here he is supposed to be a leading authority of cults and false teaching and he can’t even get the name right.

Clete took me into a room and showed me some teaching video by Creflo Dollar, and began to point out all the theological errors in his teaching. I already knew the errors because I was an expert myself. I am an expert on the Word of Faith because I taught it for nine years.

Next he gave me several of his publications which I took home for Coni to read. We followed our visit with a couple of more phone calls in which he kept using the term Word-Faith. I finally could take it no more and asked him why he called the Word of Faith “Word-Faith”. He chuckled and explained that it was his way of mocking the fact that they were all about faith in words. Then it clicked with me…..these people were focused on faith in words instead of faith in God, and that it exactly right!

The Word of Faith Message is loaded with teaching about the power of your words. They believe that every word that comes out of your mouth will come to pass just as you say it. Students of the Word of Faith go through an evolution, without even realizing it, of going from having faith in God to having faith in words. The two biggest teachers of this message are Charles Capps and the late Kenneth Hagin. Kenneth Hagin learned his teaching from EW Kenyon, who gathered much of his theology from Mary Baker Eddy and other Christian Scientist. I have read many of Kenyon’s books and his teaching emphasised words.

The Bible has a lot to say about words. I know that words can affect people for good or for bad. I can call my son stupid all his life and he may begin to believe that he is stupid. I can call him a genius for years and he can get to thinking that he is one. I can call someone gorgeous every time I see them, and they may start to believe it. But, words cannot create something from nothing. Words are not entities of themselves. There is no mystical creation power in words.

For many years I thought that my words had their own creative power, and that what I said would happen. This is really witchcraft and Christian Science.

One time I went to visit a lady that was dying of a brain tumor. I went over to get her healed. After a few minutes of heartfelt prayer, I boldly pointed my finger against her temple, and commanded the tumor to leave. I felt great power when I did. I got chill bumps and so did everyone in the room.

She died a few days later. I have had many testimonies like this one. Another time I visited an old man that was going in the hospital for a procedure the next day. I spoke the command of faith to him in Jesus name.

He dropped dead the next day. I remember being at my 14 year old daughter’s bedside when she was in a coma with a brain tumor. I spoke to that tumor in the name of Jesus. I even yelled at it. She died a few minutes later. My words had no power. Not the kind of power that I was taught in Tulsa.

There are so many mixed up people in the Word of Faith Movement that are in fear and bondage to their words. They are full of superstition. They are absolutely convinced that every word that they speak will come to pass. If they would ever just stop and think about it, they would realize that their words do not come to pass.

My ear never fell off even when I would complain about someone talking my ears off! My head has never fell off even after saying that I laughed my head off. I have passed many test saying that I had failed. If everything that I had confessed as a Word of Faith preacher had come to pass, I would be pastoring thousands of people today and raising the dead. I would be wealthy.

I actually feel sorry for many of my Word of Faith friends, that can’t even talk normal or be real. They are so afraid that they will curse themselves with their words. It took my pastor showing me several passages in the Bible of Jesus and Paul making bad confessions to help me out of this bondage.

So, Clete is right, it is the Word-Faith religion, a religion that worships words and has faith in words. If you don’t believe me then read the first chapter of Charles Capps book The Tongue, God’s Creative Force, or Kenneth Hagin’s book “Words”.

You can also google affirmations and find the same line of teaching in the New Age circles. It’s just another message that teaches man that he is in control and not God.

Is the Word of Faith “New Age”?
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/05/16/new-age-word-of-faith/
May 16, 2009
Absolutely! The Word of Faith Movement is a mixture of EW Kenyon’s New Age Gospel and the heretical teachings and revelations of Kenneth Hagin.
The Word of Faith, like the New Age, teaches that man can create with his words. The Bible does not teach this. Man cannot create. Only God can create. The Word of Faith and New Age teach that our words have creative power to change circumstances and to produce health and wealth. This is a Humanistic heresy.
The Bible does teach that our words can INFLUENCE, but it does not teach that we can create. When God creates something, He does it by Ex Nihilo, out of NOTHING! When God spoke the worlds into existence, He created them out of NOTHING. He did not use His faith, because He does not need anything or any help.

My words can influence my children, friends, feelings and attitudes, but I cannot speak money, cars and healings out of my mouth. Positive confession is a form of witchcraft. Man cannot create anything without using something that is already in existence. Words can influence, but they cannot create. Only God can create. That is the error of the Word of Faith, trying to be like God.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/05/is-word-of-faith-new-age.html
Note: Junker=Knight (German). Jorge was the name that Martin Luther used when he was hiding from the Catholic Church!

All about WoFers (Word of Faith folks)
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/05/26/all-about-word-of-faith-folks/
May 26, 2009

I will use the term “Wofers” to describe Word of Faith teachers and members.
Wofers are some of the most superstitious folks that you will ever meet. They are full of fear and very legalistic. That is because they have been brainwashed to believe that every word that they speak will come to pass just as they have spoken it. Wofers believe that they can create with their words. We all know that words can influence, but only God can create something out of nothing. Wofers are paranoid about their confession. If they would just calm down and open their eyes, they would notice that even people with a negative confession get blessed, and that Wofers experience everything that other people experience. Most every famous Word of Faith preacher died of cancer or heart disease. They had faith and died sick.
Wofers believe that physical healing is in the Atonement and confess 1st Peter 2:24 for healing when they are sick. Of course they are taking this scripture out of its context just like they do the rest of the Bible. If healing were in the Atonement, then everyone would be instantly healed at the moment of salvation. Wofers are just as sick as Baptist, but they are too blind with faith and spiritual pride to notice. I used to get an RHEMA alumni magazine every so often and I was always shocked at how many RHEMA grads had died since the last issue. We were supposed to be faith giants.
Wofers are fixated on material blessings. You cannot listen to a WoFer very long before they start talking about money, wealth and prosperity. The WoFer teachers on television, such as Michael Murdock rarely teach about anything else. It’s all about the money. When I was a WoFer, one of my favorite WoFer teachers was Mark Hankins. He only preaches on three subjects: Prosperity, confession, and In Christ scriptures. He has hundreds of sermon titles, but only three sermons. His teaching on Who we are in Christ is so extreme that it hints at Humanism. It glorifies man and elevates him to the level of God. That is another problem with Wofers. Everything in the Word of Faith Movement revolves around mankind and his blessings. This is because EW Kenyon, the founder of the Movement, was a New Age enthusiast. His writings are full of Christian Science and New Age catch phrases. Kenneth Hagin plagiarized much of Kenyon’s work, therefore the entire Word of Faith Movement is New Age.
Wofers love to attend prosperity seminars. There they are told that if they sow money into the good ground of a successful ministry, that God will make them rich. I once saw a woman at Camp Meeting in Tulsa running Glory laps while holding a sign with money taped all over it. When I was at RHEMA Bible Training Center, we would do the “Money Cometh” cheer at offering time. It was sickening to me even then.
Wofers also pray to angels. They were taught to by Kenneth Hagin. He taught that we should tell our angles to go forth and cause our money to come in. Sounds New Age to me!
Wofers are very gullible people. They fall for almost anything that a faith teacher says or does. Just think of the thousands of Wofers that were duped by Todd Bentley in his false revival in Lake Land last year. Bentley was doing so many things that cannot be found in the Bible, but did the Wofers care? Heck no, anything goes. Holy Laughter is not in the Bible, laying on hands to fall out in the Spirit is not in the Bible, sowing money seeds for healing is not in the Bible, but Wofers will fight you over these false doctrines.
Wofers will believe and receive anything said or claimed by the popular faith teachers. Kenneth Hagin taught extensively from his visions. So does Jesse Duplantis and others. Even though the Bible clearly warns about this, Wofers buy into the teaching hook, line and sinker.
Wofers are also very selective in their Bible reading. They only high light the healing and prosperity scriptures. They don’t read other parts of the Bible, because the Whole of the Bible doesn’t support the Word of Faith teaching. If you really want to get a good long laugh, ask a WoFer to explain the Book of Job to ya. Get ready to roll your pants legs up on this one, because the crap is going to get deep! More later, much, much more!
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/05/all-about-wofers-word-of-faith-folks.html
My daughter’s death
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/06/17/my-daughters-death-ex-word-of-faith/
June 17, 2009

My daughter Jennifer died nine years ago today from a brain tumor that we did not know that she had. At that time, our family was Word of Faith and we had just started a Word of Faith church a few weeks before. As a matter of fact, I had been right in the middle of a sermon series on healing when she died.
Jennifer had collapsed into a coma the day before. On the way to the hospital I was speaking the Word and trying to stay out of fear. In ICU, I tried everything on her that I had learned at RHEMA Bible Training Center. I prayed, confessed, spoke the Word, believed I received, pleaded the Blood, made faith confessions, read the Word out loud over her, rebuked the devil, bound the devil, brought in faith healers, confessed my sins, got into agreement, had communion, prayed some more. Nothing worked. She passed during the night with me at her side. Then I tried to raise her from the dead.

I went home and got out my Bible and read every faith scripture in it that I could find. Yep, I had done everything that I had learned in the Word of Faith Movement and it all failed me. The message did not work. The formulas did not word. Confessing the Word did not work. Making faith confessions did not work.

My wife Coni quit being Word of Faith that day. She never agreed with my teaching from that point on, even though she supported me as a pastor. I’m not as smart as she is. It took me another eight years of beating my head against the wall to realize that I was totally screwed up in my theology and my relationship with God.

I now know that God is Sovereign in all that He does and all that He allows. I have learned that I cannot control my life and my future by speaking words. I now know that the power is in living the Word and not speaking it as a magical spell. I now know that God brought my Jennifer Home that day and that He had no further plans for her down here. I no longer beat myself up for not having enough faith. I now know that those faith scriptures that I had been speaking were primarily for the Apostles in establishing the Church. It is freeing. I am free. (See also page 25)
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/06/my-daughters-death.html 
Unbiblical practices of the Word of Faith
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/06/19/word-of-faith-unbiblical-practices/ 

June 19, 2009

I was involved in the Word of Faith Movement for fourteen years and as a pastor for ten years. There are some things in the Word of Faith that are practiced virtually every Sunday which are not found in the Bible. Here are a couple of them:
1) Getting slain in the Spirit. In Word of Faith churches, this occurs when the pastor lays hands on the congregant and then the congregant falls backwards onto the floor as if they have been knocked out. This practice was never found in scripture or in church circles until a French hypnotist began to make his rounds in the 1800’s. There is no scriptural basis for falling out when getting touched by a preacher. It’s simply learned behavior and peer pressure. Besides, I have seen people get knocked out or shot and their whole body goes limp and falls into a heap. In Word of Faith churches, they fall slowly back to be caught by trained ushers. Preachers are famous for pushing to help the congregant fall under the power.
2) Women preachers. The New Testament forbids it no matter how you look at it. I used to try and spin this one away, but I always had trouble with those two scriptures that forbid women to speak in church or to have authority over men.
3) Holy Laughter. Again a practice that is nowhere to be found in the Bible. It is easy to produce in a crowd. Rodney Howard Browne has been using manipulation and peer pressure to cause crowds to laugh in the Spirit. I saw Hagin manipulate crowds to fall out in the Spirit and to start laughing. It’s really just a culture thing in the Word of Faith. Just like showman Benny Hinn throwing his suit coat at people to make them fall out.
The Word of Faith world is full of unbiblical practices. It has evolved it’s own culture. Peer pressure and manipulation abound. I was prophesied over by a “Prophet” one year ago for almost ten minutes. Nothing he said came to pass. In fact, everything opposite of what he said came to pass. Then to top it off, I found out last night that he had been in jail prior to the night he laid hands on me. The craziness in Word of Faith circles never stops!
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/06/unbilical-practices-of-word-of-faith.html
Word of Faith heretics
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2008/12/18/heretics/
December 18, 2008

My top two heretics in the Body of Christ are Kenneth Hagin and Charles Capps. Craig Branch and Clete Hux are two of the foremost leaders in Christian Apologetics in the world. They just happen to live in the Birmingham area, and I have had the privilege of chatting with both of them, as well as sharing my testimony at a fundraiser.
They recently published a newsletter where they confessed that they have been slow to call the Word of Faith a cult because so many Christians are hooked up with this message. The Word of Faith is a rapid spreading cancer in the Body of Christ. So many ministers are afraid to speak out against this cult, but I am not. Neither is the Apologetics Research Center. They have been watching Word of Faith broadcast and reading Word of Faith writings with a keen interest. APR has stated that these Word of Faith ministers go from teaching Orthodox Christianity to Heretical error and self-proclaimed revelations. I applaud them for coming out of the world of political correctness and pointing the finger at gross theological error.

Kenneth Hagin claimed extra revelation in which he says Christ appeared to him on eight occasions for one on one discipleship. Charles Capps continues his teachings of lowering Jesus Christ to human levels on his daily broadcast, Concepts of Faith.

These false teachers preach that Jesus was NOT DIVINE during his earth walk and that HUMANS can be DIVINE here on earth. I have listened to hundreds of sermons by both of these teachers as well as having read many of their books.

This is all part of a satanic scheme to lower Jesus Christ to our level, and to deify mankind. It is humanism. It is New Age. It is heresy. It is false teaching.

Jesus Christ never left His Divinity for one moment. He was just as much God as an earthling as he was before and after He was born. He did lay aside his Divinity as far as attitude is concerned to be a servant and a sacrifice, but He never ceased to be God. A careful study of the teachings of Kenneth Hagin and Charles Capps will show that their agenda is to lower Jesus Christ to our level and to elevate man to a God like level as the Mormons do.

The bottom line is, do you believe Kenneth Hagin is a prophet of God? Do you believe that Jesus Christ appeared to him eight times with extra revelation that adds to the written Word of God? Charles Capps does. I do not. And if you do, maybe you would be interested in obtaining a copy of the Book of Mormon or the Koran. For more information please check out this amazing website: http://www.arcapologetics.org/
Word of Faith brainwashing techniques
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2008/12/19/word-of-faith-brainwashing-tactics/
December 19, 2008

Some people wonder why I call the Word of Faith Movement a cult. It is because of its cultic characteristics. Many Word of Faith pastors use cult tactics to maintain control over their flocks. I did it for years. I learned it from the other Faith Preachers that I knew and followed. Let me give you some examples of how Word of Faith pastors manipulate their congregations.
1) They do a tremendous amount of teaching on the subject of Submission to Authority. We even had a whole eight week class on it in Tulsa. We were hammered about submitting to authority.

2) Controlling what their church members say by teaching against criticism.

3) Controlling what church members read and listen to. Faith Pastors tell their congregants not to watch certain ministers on TV, or to read after certain teachers. They warn you that the spirit of unbelief will rub off on you.

4) Continuous teaching against being offended. Even though Jesus and others got offended, Faith pastors stress that their congregants should never ever be offended.

5) Constant teaching on being faithful. That includes being faithful in your giving.

6) Promise of a breakthrough. The Word of Faith Message is that if you keep up a good confession, keep sowing your money seeds, never talk negative about the pastor no matter what, keeping away from Baptist teaching, then your breakthrough is just around the corner! Payday is coming, they proclaim, if you do not get offended and if you keep sowing seeds and deeds.

7) Trumping the love card. Word of Faith pastors love to teach about walking in love.

Kenneth Hagin used to tell us that even if he was accused of shooting his grandmother, that he wouldn’t defend himself. He also tells the story of him and his wife nearly starving with no groceries because they were walking in love and did not want to address the host pastor about his care of them during a revival. Teaching love in this way clears the way for him to never defend himself against the plagiarism charges that have been leveled at him.

Congregants that sit under this type of teaching month after month and year after year are being brainwashed to the point that when they do hear and see things that are not right that they are too much in fear to speak out.

Many prominent Word of Faith teachers live outlandish lifestyles, make fun of the weak and sick, teach outright heresy and treat people like trash yet the underlings are afraid to cry out.

One of Kenneth Copeland’s former friends has started a blog at www.kennethcopelandblog.com  If you visit this blog you can watch some excellent videos about how Word of Faith ministers control and manipulate their people through an imbalanced teaching to maintain order and control. I encourage you to watch the videos because he explains it way better than I can.

I receive emails on a regular basis from people that have left the Word of Faith because of these things. They grew tired of the spiritual abuse and threats. Another good blog to read is found at www.clarityrediscovered.blogspot.com  It is the testimony of a fine couple that left a very controlling Word of Faith church after 25 years of abuse.
People may wonder why I hammer away at the Word of Faith. I do so because it is a dangerous movement that has ruined countless lives. It almost ruined mine. Do not underestimate how many people are in some type of recovery program that have left this cult.

The Word of Faith healing scam
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2008/12/20/faith-healing-scam/
December 20, 2008
Jesus healed instantly. Jesus healed totally. Jesus healed completely. Jesus healed permanently. Jesus healed by word and by touch. Jesus healed the maimed and raised the dead. Jesus healed to vindicate his Divine authority.
Read Acts 2:22-23. His healing was a sign to the Jews that he was who he claimed to be.

The Apostles also had a miraculous healing ministry and even raised the dead. These activities were also to validate Jesus Christ to the Jews and then to the Greeks. As we continue to read down the timeline of the Acts and the Epistles there is little mention of healings and miracles. The Church had been established and confirmed.

Faith Preachers teach many sermons and many messages on the subject of healing. They teach doctrine from narrative. But Jesus never preached on healing. The Apostles never preached on healing.

Today’s faith healers get no real results. Of course they have many testimonies and outrageous claims, but they cannot produce any real evidence. When I was at Bible School in Tulsa, we watched hours of old black and white films of the great healing revival of the 40’s and 50’s but there were no miracles. I have been to see Benny Hinn, Kenneth Copeland, Keith Moore, Oral Roberts, T.L. Osborne, Kenneth Hagin, Norvel Hayes, Richard Roberts, and dozens of lesser known healing evangelists, and I never saw a single person get healed. Not one.

I worked with the Roberts as security. I was backstage with them and the Copelands. I was their catcher. I never saw one single miracle. I was an usher in lots of Kenneth Hagin meetings and I never saw a single person get healed. When I went to Bible School in Tulsa, we had students die of cancer.

No one got healed in class.

I would like to hand pick some people with true organic diseases, amputees, deformed, blind from birth, retarded, and have every single prominent healing evangelist lay hands on them. I would bet anything that not one of them would be healed. I watched Oral Roberts pray for a young lady with M.S that was in a wheelchair. Her body had been crippled and she was almost a skeleton. He prayed for her and nothing happened. I was sorely disappointed because I went to school up there totally believing in these ministers and their message. I watched a prominent faith teacher in Tulsa pray for a woman with a giant birth mark on her face. Nothing happened. I was three feet away. It hurt me to see her eyes.

I have been to and seen several homes that the Faith Healers live in. They are extremely wealthy. One of our instructors at school would drive a different luxury vehicle to school every day. Most of them own planes and jets. They live like movie stars. How? People send them seed faith money in hopes of getting a miracle. They are laughing all the way to the bank! It is a lucrative scam, and suckers like me fell for it. With a pure and sincere heart I fell for it. When my 14 year old daughter died of a brain tumor in 2000, Coni and I tried to talk to Brother Hagin about it. We wanted answers. We were refused a meeting. But we still sent money in.

People are desperate and gullible. Offer them a miracle and they will pay anything. These faith healers know that. Supply and demand. But there are no results. It is a shame.

The Word of Faith and ‘My kingdom come, My will be done’
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/01/11/my-kingdom-come-my-will-be-done/
January 11, 2009

I am guilty of many of the things that I am about to write about. I see these same faults in many if not MOST of the pastors that I know and have meet on both sides of the Charismatic fence. I hope that I am wrong, and this blog certainly does not apply to all, but I am afraid that I am correct.
Many pastors I know are very busy building their kingdoms. They are extremely busy working on THEIR vision.

Many ministers that I know, myself included, are quite full of themselves. Pride, ego, and fierce competition abound amongst the men of cloth. I was looking at the new web site of a popular minister in Birmingham that has a really fancy video of himself with his shiny new jet. I know of several ministers from my old outfit that are hell-bent on raising money for jets and airplanes. One of them hardly ever has to travel, yet he is raising funds for his new airplane so that he can keep up with everyone else.

For Fourteen years, most of my closest friends were pastors and preachers.

Most of them had enormous egos including me. Mine was probably the biggest, but I had the least success. Many preachers spend countless hours gossiping about other ministers. It is a rat race to keep up with each other.

Pastors compare the size of their congregations with the same male pride that men often have when comparing other things of size.

I have visited lots and lots of churches over the years, both charismatic and non-charismatic. There seems to be a cookie cutter vision that is common. Grow. Buy land. Build a big building. Fill it and build again. Advertise and market yourself and the church.

Did you notice that in the New Testament that the believers never advertised or marketed a building or vision? It was all about Jesus and getting folks saved and discipled. It’s not about that at all these days, no sir, it’s about money and success.

Many preachers will get up in front of the congregation and say that we need these things to attract the lost, or that they are doing these things to build the Kingdom of God…..but I doubt that. I have visited many churches, that were quick to advertise their building program, but were slow to even reach out to me as a person. I think that many, many , many pastors and ministers are on an ego trip. I was.

Tell me. Do we really need to buy more land and build more buildings?

What for? Do we have to spend millions and millions of dollars on dirt and brick? Why can’t we use that cash to go out into the harvest? Why do we have to buy jets and airplanes? Can’t we just fly SouthWest, or must we be celebrities?

I know many ministers that have to live and act like rock stars, that truly do not give a rip about the people that attend their meetings and finance their lifestyles. I have been backstage with plenty of names, and I have acted like that myself on occasion.

The Body of Christ is wasting billions of dollars on egos. Why? Did Jesus go around doing fundraisers to build a pretty building? Was he on TBN raising cash for airplanes? I know pastors right now that have body guards. They preach faith and the 91st Psalm, and have body guards with little walkie talkies!

Did you know that there is a Mega church, that holds seminars every year to brain wash people in how to worship and serve their pastor? And pastors send their people up there for training in pastor worship.

I’m telling you that I was like this myself, and so were most of my preacher buddies. It was all about success and keeping up with the church down the road. It wasn’t always like that.

The best time I had as a pastor, is when we met in a little yellow church house on a hill that would seat 75 people. We had nothing but that building that we rented for $700 a month, but we had CHURCH there! We had all kinds of spontaneous cook outs and fellowships. Then that wasn’t enough. It wasn’t big enough or nice enough. It wasn’t professional or excellent. So, we moved into a BIG CHURCH! It seated 300 people, had three auditoriums and ten acres. We filled that up, so many cars that the fire department came and complained. You know that that wasn’t enough to make me happy?

Instead of pouring myself into the people that were there, I was wanting to buy land and build and grow even more, maybe even get on TV. After all, there is a huge need for TV preachers? Ha! What an ego trip. We need another preacher on TV like we need more dogs and cats. It’s all about ego and money and keeping up.

Well, in 2004, my growing little kingdom started having some troubles. Too many egos in the way, mostly mine, and then even though we did buy the land and build the building, it all fell apart. Because it was a VISION. A self-centered VISION. MY VISION. My ministry. My kingdom.

Kenneth Hagin told us that the Lord Jesus Christ sat down with him for some personal instruction on how to be successful. He turned it into a best-selling book entitled: “How to write your own ticket with God”. He has four easy steps to get anything you want from God. Well, I don’t believe it at all, but if I could have anything I wanted from God it would be this: To go back to May 12, 2000, to that 70 seat yellow wooden building that all the other churches and preachers made fun of, AND NEVER LEAVE!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Everything after that was a waste of millions of dollars, pride and ego. Sad that this same cycle is running constantly all over the Body of Christ. I am full of regret. There are many hundreds, if not thousands of other ministers that are just as guilty as I have been.

We have free will? You’re kidding, right?
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/01/14/we-have-free-will-youre-kidding-right/
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I wasted fourteen years of my life thinking that I was in charge. By believing the false teaching of the Word of Faith movement, I sincerely believed that I could control, alter, change and create circumstances with my words and mighty faith. It took a while, but I finally realized that I couldn’t, and that no one else could either. That led me to studying reformed theology, or what is called Calvinism, predestination, doctrines of grace and all that cool stuff.
Free Will? I had believed that God had given us humans free will until I did some intense Bible study and thinking.

My definition of Free Will was this: I can do anything that I want to do. I can make any choice that I want to make. If it is to be, then it’s up to me! But then I got to thinking and praying and realized that I do not have a free will.

If I had a free will, then I would be able to do anything that I wanted, when I wanted and how I wanted. For example, my will and desire is to be in Hawaii right now, on a three month vacation. My will and desire is to live on the beach in Florida. I want to get on the airline of my choice, right now, and fly to Cozumel. I want to be a NFL quarterback right now. I want to lose twenty pounds right now. I want to grow two more inches taller right now. I want to start and open a new church this Sunday with 75 people in attendance. I want everyone to like me.

The truth is, that I am restricted by many things that I have no control over. Jesus even said that I cannot even change one hair white or black, or add one cubit to my height. I am living in a world of restrictions placed on me by genetics, race, opportunity, circumstances, other people’s decisions and my own obligations. There are just so many things that I cannot do. My will is hampered. My choices are restricted. I am a product of Divine Destiny and Predestination. I had no choice in my race. No choice in my DNA. No choice in my eye color. No choice in where I was born. I voted for John McCain, but Obama is my president. I had no choice in the death of my daughter. I had no choice in who my parents were. I have no choice in my son’s eye color.

Not only do I not have a free will, but I cannot control others no matter what I say or do! I could not make people come to church as a pastor. I could not keep folks from dying or getting a divorce. I could not cause two people to fall in love. I could not cause people to forgive and forget.

There are just so many things that I have no choice in! Even my decision to follow Christ was determined by God before the foundations of the earth.

Obama was ordained to be elected by God, no matter what my choice was.

The course of history has played out precisely how God planned it to. Jesus was slain before the foundations of the world. God is in absolute control. He has written the Book that already has its ending, and the drama of life will play out exactly as it was ordained by God. Romans 8:28. ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER!

Acts 13:48
Ephesians 1:5
Ephesians 1:11
Romans 8
Romans 9
Acts 2:23 and hundreds more!

These scriptures freed me from myself, and from works and fear. I am now alive to serve God on His terms and not mine. The Word of Faith theology, which is nothing more than humanism, had become an idol in my life. My will had replaced God’s will. Or so I thought! Sometimes I go back and listen to some of those Word of faith guys and I cannot believe the heresy and blasphemy they teach! My eyes have been opened.

The hilarious thing is that I believed all of that garbage! Thank God, that HE opened my eyes, because I would have never found truth and deception had I been left on my own. Left on my own, I would go on a world record sinning spree. And so would you. 

31 facts about the Word of Faith cult
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/01/16/facts-about-the-word-of-faith-cult-movement/
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The following are a few facts about the dangerous and deceptive Word of Faith Movement which is sweeping the Body of Christ with its lies and faulty theology:
1) The Word of Faith heresy is a hybrid religion that is a blend of New Age ideas and Charismatic excesses.

2) It was founded by a Baptist Preacher that was heavily influenced by the mind science teachers of his day including Mary Baker Eddy. He brought in many New Age and Mind Science teachings and blended them with scripture twisted out of context.

3) The Word of Faith Theology was further developed by a man that claimed at least eight visitations from Jesus Christ. In each of these visits this preacher was given extra revelation and extra biblical insight.

4) This preacher boasted for years that he walked in Divine health although he was being treated for heart disease with medication.

5) This preacher’s message was a blend of the Word of God and his visions. He often taught the Word of God in light of his visions.

6) This is very similar to the Prophet Joseph Smith that claimed extra revelation through visits from Jesus and God as he founded the Mormon church.

7) Most of the highest regarded Word of Faith teachers have not been to a legitimate seminary. Most of them were self-taught from listening to tapes from other Word of Faith teachers.

8) The Word of Faith Movement is anchored on one passage of scripture that is found in Mark 11:23-24. In this passage Jesus used a common, everyday Jewish hyperbole to teach his inner circle Apostles to believe in the power of God. The Word of Faith preachers have distorted the Greek text and the meaning of this passage to build an entire religion that revolves around faith and words as a means to obtain health and wealth.

9) Although the Word of Faith leaders do extensive teaching on faith and healing, it does not bear fruit in their own lives. Many of them died of tumors, cancer and heart disease.

10) Although the Word of Faith teachers love to minister from the 91st Psalm about God’s prophetic protection of the Messiah, they themselves live in constant fear and have numerous body guards and ushers.

11) The Word of Faith Message is centered on the prosperity scriptures that were meant for Israel under the Old Covenant. They emphasis tithing and sowing seeds as a means to obtain wealth. The Word of Faith Movement is obsessed with wealth and materialism and the worship of money.

12) The Word of Faith leaders teach that Jesus was wealthy although the scripture is very clear that he was not.

13) The Word of Faith leaders place thousands of well-meaning believers under extreme pressure and condemnation by telling them outlandish and half true testimonies.

14) The Word of Faith leaders do an enormous amount of teaching on submission to authority, walking in love, and staying away from being offended. This produces a fearful cult like atmosphere in their churches. It keeps people from expressing hurts and concerns. It makes people feel like they cannot leave their church for any reason.

15) Many of the prominent Word of Faith teachers live the lifestyles of the rich and famous and flaunt it as a testimony of God’s favor while the people that are sending in their money are regarded as nothing.

16) The Word of Faith ministers are dishonest with scripture, often completely distorting it to rhyme with their doctrines.

18) Word of Faith ministers love to boast and brag about their faith and what their faith has done for them.

19) That is because it is called the Word of FAITH. It is a religion that revolves around faith instead of a religion that has faith in God. They teach faith in faith and faith in words.

20) The Word of Faith leaders teach that we are little gods and that we can act and perform much as God can. This also is a distortion of scripture and another thing that the Word of Faith has in common with the Mormons.
21) Word of Faith theology rejects the blood of Jesus as the sufficient atonement for our sins.

22) Word of Faith theology teaches that Jesus did not use His Divinity while on the earth while the Bible teaches that He was fully God and in total control at every moment.

23) The Word of Faith Movement teaches that words spoken from a human have inherent and creative power of their own.

24) Word of Faith teaches that Jesus said that you will have what you say, which is not what He said.

25) The Word of Faith theology depends on the King James translation of Mark 11:23-24

26) The same passage is found also in Matthew 21, and is worded quite differently, causing all the faith formulas based on Mark 11:23-24 to be out of whack.

27) The Word of Faith is humanism. It puts man in charge and God in the backseat.

28) The Word of Faith Movement misrepresents the character of Job.

29) The Word of Faith takes numerous passages from the New Testament and completely butchers them to fit their doctrine.

30) The Word of Faith creates fear, bondage, and a distorted unbiblical viewpoint of God.

31) The Word of Faith emphasizes success and prosperity while Jesus stressed suffering and humility.

I will think of hundreds of other things after I post this, but these 31 facts are indeed facts. The Word of Faith is a cult because it is led by people claiming special insight and revelation that is unorthodox. They also attempt to control their subjects with fear, manipulation and bullying.

The Word of Faith is the Doctrine of Devils. It is an evil message that kills people and wrecks lives.

Please do not be afraid to look at the evidence. I was too afraid to examine the evidence because I wanted things my way. The Word of Faith put me in charge of my own life, and I liked that. But when I got up the courage to begin to read and study, God opened my eyes with truth and freedom. I am no longer in the cult!

Something ain’t right with the Word of Faith movement
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/01/19/something-aint-right/
January 19, 2009
Since my departure from the Word of Faith Movement, I have endeavored to reach everyone that I taught this heresy to. That is one of the reasons I blog and do you tubes. I want everyone to know that I was teaching a wrong message.
What surprises me are some of the comments I get from family and friends that have been watching from a distance all of these years. I asked my Mom what she thought of the Word of Faith yesterday. She told me that the very first time that she went to a Word of Faith service, that something didn’t feel right in her spirit. My mother-in-law, Pam, said that she got a weird feeling about the Word of Faith Message too, but that because we were so excited, that she kept her mouth shut.

I still get emails from old friends and other pastors that congratulate me for leaving the Word of Faith. Many people tell me that they had been praying for me all of these years, and I am glad that they did.

I will have to be honest, I had the same feelings myself. There was a large Word of Faith church that I used to visit that gave me the creeps just to walk inside of it. When I was a Birmingham Police officer, I had to go inside a Muslim book store on a call. My insides were doing flip flops! I got that same feeling in Tulsa at first but I guess I was so desperate to be a faith giant that I ignored those feelings. I remember many times sitting in class and hearing things that bothered me. I also remember being in a camp meeting and watching a woman flying a banner that she had pasted fake money all over, as a sign that she was claiming her blessings.

I used to look around at all the people running and dancing and feeling like it was all a show, but then I would feel guilty and judgemental.

A lot of times I would just listen in on people’s conversations, and how they were not about Jesus, but about health and wealth. One classmate would shake hands and smile saying “Health and wealth!”

Another thing that always bothered me was the gestapo style ushers that patrolled the meetings. They would not let people get up during the offerings to go to the bathroom. I know, because I was one of them. I have seen with my eyes ushers grab people before by the arm to keep them in place. One time they had a guy with a shotgun in the offering room, and they would make us take our coats off to make sure we were not stealing anything. That always made me feel like a worm.

I would get creepy feelings even when I was teaching the Word of Faith. Many times as I was preaching, a little voice would call out that I was wrong. I thought that it was the devil. It got to where there were many parts of the Bible that I would not even read because it totally conflicted with my Word of Faith doctrines. I really hated it when people in church would come up and show me verses or ask me questions that I could not explain from a Word of Faith perspective.

One of the worst things about the Word of Faith is how it ruined my relationship with God and other people. My life and ministry became focused on a stupid vision, and I began to look at people as pieces to the puzzle instead of as persons in need.

All that constant teaching on sowing and reaping, prosperity and increase ruined all of my motives. I remember one time that I put some change in a bucket for a crippled kid and the first thought I had was when will I get a return on that seed? Pathetic.

What really amazed me was some of the emails that I received from people that had visited my church and got an uneasy feeling about the message. That really hurt. I used to think that people and ministers that opposed the Word of Faith message simply did not understand it. I thought that they were missing out on “revelation knowledge” and that I had big advantage on them spiritually. Such arrogance on my part! The more I study and learn, the more aghast I am at some of the things that I taught. Having spent the last few months studying the Doctrines of Grace and the Sovereignty of God, I realize that I was indeed a heretic, and that the truth had been readily available to me the whole time. The internet is exploding with alarms about the Word of Faith. I was always too scared to read up on the subject out of fear that I could be wrong, but when I finally did begin to pray and open my eyes to the Truth God quickly did a work in my heart. I had never realized how humanistic and self-centered I was, thinking that I was walking in truth. I was deceived and did not know it.

Some people think that mine is an isolated experience, but I am not alone. There is a mass exodus of people searching for truth and leaving the Word of Faith. I get emails all the time from different parts of the country confirming that I am not on this journey alone. I should have paid attention to those weird “something ain’t right” feelings that I was overcome with the first time I listened to a cassette tapes of a man preaching about visions and teachings he received from Jesus. I should have thrown the tape away then. It would have saved me a lot of trouble.

The Word of Faith and the Divine contradiction
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/01/21/the-divine-contradiction/
January 21, 2009

Does the Word of God have any contradictions? What about the two great truths in the Bible of free choice and election? But a contradiction does not an untruth make. The human body is full of contradictions. The eye doctor says that there are things that go against each other to make your eye see.
Contra means to be against. Diction means to speak. Contradiction means to speak against what you have already said. Let me go further.

The Word of God is very explicit in that God has given man limited freedom to choose. The Word of God is also explicit that that choices have already been foreordained and predetermined by the decree of God.

The free choice of man, and the Sovereignty of God lay side by side in the Bible. Both of them are true although in our human minds these two truths oppose each other. One theologian I talked to described it as “tension”.

Many scriptures have the phrase “whosoever” in them. John 3:16 Romans 10:9-10 John 5:4 Mark 11:23 are a few of the many. Then again you have other scriptures that indicate or outright say that the outcome and decision is of the Lord. Acts 2:22-23 Ephesians 1:11 and hundreds of others.

Somehow these two opposing truths work together. I have limited freedom to make certain choices at certain times, and at the same time my footsteps are ordered of the Lord. I chose to accept Christ as my Savior, but I could not have done that apart from the election of God. Jesus said no man can come to the Father unless he is drawn by the Spirit.

I find it funny that Romans 9 is about predestination, election and the Sovereign Grace of God. Romans 10 talks about the “Whosoever” and then Romans 10 talks about the election and Sovereignty of God again. This pattern is all through the Gospel of John. I read the story of Joseph and see the sovereignty of God at work right alongside the free choices of man. My question is, did those men really make free choices, or were they predetermined for them by God’s decree? Some would say that God reacts to man’s decisions, but if that were true then God would not only not be in charge, but He would also not be Sovereign. It’s a Divine Contradiction without error nor fault. The wisdom of God is truly a mystery to me. Those that think that they have it all figured out are possibly the most wrong. 

The Word of Faith needs to get back to Jesus
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/01/22/back-to-jesus/
January 22, 2009

I have had so much fun going to Seven Springs Baptist Church lately. I really enjoy the small group that meets at Brad’s house on Wednesday night. Last week he taught on the cross and last night he taught on the Resurrection. It was awesome and refreshing to get back to the most important basics of Christianity.
The funny thing is, that had I visited this meeting two years ago I would have got up, walked out and never come back. Why? Because it would have been boring and trivial to me. The salvation message had lost its luster.

After having been totally engulfed and consumed with the Word of Faith for so many years, the simple message of Jesus had become lost to me. I was more interested in how to get my confession to work for me. I was more interested in my vision and in my prosperity than in Jesus.

The bad thing about the Word of Faith is that they major on the minors and minor on the majors. I can prove it. You can Google hundreds of Word of Faith sermons and listen to them on your computer. The vast majority of the content will be centered on how to appropriate the tangible blessings of God. As a matter of fact, you can go to my old website http://www.faithpreacher.com and click onto my sermons. I was just preaching what all the other Word of Faith guys were. A humanistic message. Self-help. What can God do for me? What has God done for me lately? How can I prosper? Success, power with words, how to make my faith work, confession brings possession, you can have what you say, five steps to claim your healing, how to write your own ticket with God, dominion through words, calling things that be not as though they were. I could go on and on.

The Word of Faith Message is not the Gospel. It is not centered on Jesus Christ. The Word of Faith Message is centered on faith. It is called the “Faith Message” for a reason. It is called “Name it and claim it” for a reason. It is called the “Prosperity Message” for a reason. It is, as Paul warned in Galatians, “Another Gospel”.

OK here is another way to prove it. Go turn your TV on right now. Tune in to TBN, or to Creflo Dollar, Kenneth Copeland or Fred Price. I bet you they are talking about money, faith or healing right now. Their teaching focus is definitely not Jesus. It is not Biblical Christianity. Go ahead, tune into Michael Murdock. He will have you convinced in no time to sow him a seed for your miracle break thru!

I do thank God and I am very grateful to be getting back to Jesus. I am glad to be majoring on the majors again.

P.S. About the cross…….the biggest Word of Faith church in Alabama had all the crosses removed from their building. That bothers me, and it would bother any true Christian.

The Word of Faith rat race
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/01/24/the-rat-race/
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I am glad to be out of the rat race. I was in it for ten years and one month.
By rat race, I am referring to the constant pressure that many pastors feel to be successful with their vision. Keeping up with the church down the street, trying to chase a selfish, self-initiated vision, thinking that it is from God, and trying to meet every one’s expectations.

I feel that many pastors get caught up with these things. Many pastors claim to have a vision from God about building up their church with programs designed to entertain, buying up land and building nice buildings. For many pastors, where they are now on the success scale is never quite good enough.

If they have 50 people in a storefront, they must have 100 people in a nice facility. Once they have 100 people, they want 200 people and a nicer facility. One can visit most any church today and see the plans to build a fancy facility hanging on a wall or posted in a bulletin. Stewardship drive, fundraisers, building programs.

Gone are the days of the local pastor of a small community of believers. Or maybe not. With the impending gloom of economic collapse on the near horizon, many pastors may re-think their visions, especially when the tithes go down. Pastors are no longer satisfied with what they have right now. I am and was a prime example.

There was a time, when I had 75 people and we had church in a small rented building. Our rent was $700 dollars. Things were very simple and very exciting. We had great services and wonderful fellowships. Many times we would have spontaneous get together, fire up the grill and hang out for hours, talking and laughing. Then people want to grow. They want a little nicer building. A little more respect. I felt the pressure from myself and from a small handful of others that wanted to grow, buy land and build something nice and pretty. One board member told me that once we bought and built, that I would be a “real pastor” and we would be a “real church”. I let that lie take root in my ego. Things were fine as they were. People were getting saved and discipled. The church was a tight knit family. Vision and ambition ruined the simplicity of it.

Many pastors would cry out, and say that building a bigger, nicer facility is so that they can reach more souls for the Kingdom, but I do not believe that at all. Why not spend those millions on local outreaches and missions?

Instead of spending 6k a month on a mortgage, what if we had spent that money on evangelism in the community?

I believe that today’s American church mentality is completely off the New Testament model. I fear that it is about egos and pride.

I have visited some small churches that were on fire about God. I have visited booming churches that were on fire about their vision. It’s easy to step into a new mega church and be swept away with all of the lights, bells and whistles, all of the synchronized music and all of the entertaining programs and think that all of the excitement is about God. On the other hand, it is most refreshing to go to a simple grass roots gathering in a storefront or house and be blown way with the presence of the Lord among some people that care nothing of keeping up with the trends.

I read with much interest about the House Church that is flourishing in China. Because of their government they are forced to meet underground and in hiding, yet they do by the hundreds of thousands. Some pastors have church in their home several times a week. They are passionate about Jesus. The time spent in these house meetings is pure ministry and worship.

I would love to go!

Lately I have been meeting in a small group that meets on Wednesday nights in a house. We pray, we share, we ask questions and fellowship around some food. It is very simple. The message is always anointed. Then we have big church on Sunday morning, and like it is everywhere else, things are a little bit more formal. Although the Sunday service is awesome, there is something about hanging out together in the house and having church there. I love it.

For many years all of my close friends were pastors. We hung out together on a regular basis. Most always the subject turned from Jesus to “How can I get my church to grow?” “How can we market and advertise, where can we buy and build”? “Why is the church down the street booming with people and money”? Pressure to succeed. Pressure to grow. Pressure to build. Pressure to have the perfect praise and worship team. Pressure to keep up.

I think it was mostly ego myself. It was with me.

I know that this does not apply to every church and to every pastor, but I think that what I have written is the case with many.

I had dinner with a very famous minister right before we began our building program. He told me that once we moved into our own building, that everything would change. He was right. It changed for the worse. I deeply regret not being satisfied with what I did have. I wasted too many years focusing on what I did not have. If I could only go back, I would have never bought that land. I would have never built that building. What waste of money for the wrong reasons.

The ex-Word of Faith network is growing
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/01/26/ex-word-of-faith-network-is-growing/
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God has me in the healing mode and I am not alone. As I read the blog’s of other ex-Word of Faith people, I have discovered an almost endless network of other victims that have left the word of faith message.
When God first woke me up from this imbalanced teaching, I immediately began to ask my teachers, fellow pastors, and my fellow faith buddies a lot of questions. I was asking in sincerity, but was given no answers. They responded that I was offended. Well I was offended. I was offended that I was taught a message that is wrong. I felt for a while that I was alone on an island with none to turn to for guidance or fellowship. So I started typing in ex word of faith into my Google browser. BINGO! I quickly found out that I was not crazy, and that I was not the only one questioning the teachings and claims of the Word of Faith.

There are hundreds of Christians out there that have left this movement.

New blogs are popping up every day. You can go to one, and then click on their links which lead you to many more. We all have the same story, or at least a similar one.

Many ex word of faith-ers are using YouTube to put the word out. There are even two television ministries in the developmental stages that are going to air truth and testimonies to help people that are caught up into the Faith Message. New radio programs are firing up too.

As the Word of Faith Movement continues to explode worldwide, so will the casualties. It is awesome that God is already laying a safety net to catch the ones that get tossed out.

After having read many of the blogs, and conversing with several people via email and telephone there are two striking things in common between us:

1) Our thinking of God and His Word has been totally screwed up to the point of not trusting any ones teaching

2) The spiritual abuse felt from our former word of faith leaders and friends.
These two elements are also signs of having been involved in a cult.

I encourage all of my readers that have come out of the Word of faith to start up their own blogs to share their testimonies. There are many word of faith people searching the Internet for these types of blogs looking for truth and friendship, because they will not get the truth from where they are.

Can the Word of Faith become an idol?
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/01/27/can-the-word-become-an-idol/
January 27, 2009

Having spent many years in the Word of Faith Movement I always wondered if some of us were making an idol out of the Word of God, and if we were spending too much time focusing of the mechanics of faith and confession.
A few days ago, I spent the afternoon looking at various Word of Faith church web sites as well as their sermons on line. An honest person would have to admit, that there is an extreme emphasis on FAITH and PROSPERITY, with a tremendous focus on sowing money seeds and the power of words.

A friend of mine that graduated from the same seminary that I did in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, made an interesting comment to me yesterday. She wondered if WOF people had made the mistake of making an idol out of the Word, instead of having a relationship with the Author. I had made the same observations.

Many of my current WOF friends like to refer to “The Word”, and they sound as if they are talking about some legal document, or to some formula. They make much to do about confessing the Word, although the Bible does not.

Word of Faith people easily fall into the common traps of “Word Worship” and “Faith Worship”. I know that I was guilty of this, and to be honest, many of my friends are but they cannot see it.

I grew up in a Southern Baptist Church. The emphasis was always on the cross, Jesus, and grace. We never heard sermons on confession brings possession, seed time and harvest or how to claim a healing. It was all about Jesus and Grace. The salvation message. When I started attending the Charismatic church, the emphasis was switched to the Holy Spirit and the sign gifts. It was more emotional than the teaching I had grown up on. More was said of experiences than about Biblical doctrine. You can Google Todd Bentley or Benny Hinn on YouTube and see what I mean.

From the Charismatic church, I found the Word of Faith Movement. There I found the main thrust of the teaching to be on faith.

Here is a common teaching on faith, one that I preached on for years:

1) What is faith?
2) How does faith come?
3) How to get faith.
4) How to release your faith.

Jesus never did any in depth teaching on how to function in the laws and formulas of faith, He just said it and did it. Jesu talked a lot about other things, mostly about character and discipleship.

Jesus did not hold faith seminars, Word seminars or prosperity seminars.

Jesus had a balanced message of grace and character. But todays word of faith preachers are all about prosperity and faith. That is why outsiders dub it the Faith Movement.

As a Word of Faith pastor myself, I taught a lot on confessing the Word, and to be honest it always bothered me that I was having to jump through loops and stretch some things in order to teach it. Confessing the Word can easily become a mantra, and is to thousands of WoF-ers. “Speak the Word”.

I find it interesting that Jesus often had what word of faith-ers would call a negative confession. He stated facts. He did not tell us to write down a bunch of healing scriptures and confess them three times a day. This doctrine came from the Christian Science of Mary Baker Eddy and then woven into the writings of EW Kenyon. They turned the Word of God from being a message into being a mechanical formula. The word of faith teachers tell us to speak the scriptures about prosperity (99% Old Testament) and healing until they manifest. That sounds like vain repetition to me.

So, is the Word of God a living message, or is it a legal formula to be spoken like a magical spell? The Word of Faith Message is definitely not Christ focused, it is “WORD” focus.

Why I left? (See also page 1) 
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/02/13/ex-word-of-faith-pastor-john-edwards-testamony-word-of-faith-why-i-left/
February 13, 2009

My name is John Edwards, and I was a Faith Preacher for ten years and one month. My wife and I attended and graduated from the premiere word of faith seminary in the world. During school I had the opportunity of working for some of the most famous names in the word of faith movement.
We both graduated from school and returned to the Birmingham area and started a charismatic word of faith church in our living room. We had four people at our first service and took up a $300 offering. Over the years, we moved our church to several locations before building our first building on 18 acres of land in Clay, Alabama. Our church had around 300 active members although less than a hundred would attend on any given Sunday.

Over all we estimate that we had at least 2,000 members come and go over that ten year period if not more. Charismatic churches we found have extremely high turnover. It was my observation that we would often attract people that had been church members at just about every other charismatic church in town.

I never really liked pastoring because of the politics and constant drama that went on. I loved to teach, visit with people in the hospital, and do the actual work of the ministry, but I hated all the other stuff that goes with it. I stayed frustrated, depressed and I was always discouraged.

As a word of faith Christian, I did all the things that the word of faith teaches. I confessed the Word. I talked in line with the Word. I called things that be not as though they were. I had written out “My Vision” and confessed it out loud almost every day, all fourteen pages of it. I prayed in tongues for hours. I read books and listened to hundreds, if not to thousands of Cd’s by the prominent word of faith teachers. I went to seminars, revivals, classes and to all sorts of healing meetings, increase meetings, Holy Ghost meetings, Holy laughter meetings and even to numerous early morning prayer meetings. It was a tradition at our church to meet at four in the morning to pray for two hours. For many years I prayed, believed and confessed miracles, signs and wonders for our ministry. But not much happened along those lines. In fact, I buried a lot of people over those years, including my daughter that died of a brain tumor at the age of fourteen. I was constantly perplexed that the message of faith and healing that I was preaching did not seem to work in the lives of the congregation. It seemed like we had all of the same experiences, trials and tribulations as the other church folks around town. I was for sure that there should be a clear distinction between the people of the Word and the denominational people. We had revelation knowledge of the Word. We had a leg up on the Body of Christ. We had the Holy Ghost, prayed in tongues and most of all we had the word of faith message that was full of God’s victory, prosperity and healing power. But there was really no difference between us and them. By them, I am referring to the Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Assembly of God churches that we as word of faith people thought were missing out. I mocked their teachings and beliefs for years. I learned it from my word of faith teachers and peers. I continued the tradition.

About a year and a half ago and good friend from Tulsa sent me a CD teaching on pride. I hated it. It really bothered me a lot and got me to thinking and praying which is sometimes a dangerous thing to do! I had ministry business to attend to in Indianapolis and in Michigan, so I must have listened to that Cd a dozen times. It convicted me of self. It convicted me of pride. It opened my eyes to some of my motives. More than anything, it revealed to me that I had an enormous ego that could never, ever be content.

I realized that over the years, that I had transformed from being on fire for God to being on fire for me. Everything was about me. My vision, my church, my success, my reputation, my dream, my church, my services, my anointing, my, my, my, me, me ,me. It had become all about me, but how did this happen?

Everything in my life revolved around the prosperity of my vision and things that I wanted. I took out my note book and took a look at my confessions. They were all about me and my vision. Things that I wanted. It shocked me at how my relationship with God had become all about prosperity and what I could “believe” God for. My life had become full of faith formulas, confessions, mechanics and legalism.

As I studied, prayed and meditated, I could find nothing that I was doing wrong. I was just becoming a product of what I had been teaching for years.

I had become humanistic. My view of God had become inward instead of God-ward. I began to re-examine my doctrines and word of faith teachings and realized that I had deceived myself into thinking that I was in control of my life and circumstances. I had taught and believed that I could control everything with my faith and confession. So I began to revisit these teachings and do a more in depth study. I started listening to ministers that I would have mocked a year before.

Over that year I believe that I have identified FIVE MAIN AREAS of erroneous teaching that are the very foundations of the word of faith movement. I would like to share those five with you now if you are interested. If not, then don’t read any further. It is not my intention to destroy anyone’s faith. I just know and realize that there is some serious error in the word of faith teachings that I must address, partly because I taught this message for many years to thousands of people.

Area of Error #1 Confession Obsession
The thing that most attracted me to the word of faith message is that it gave me control of my life. It gave me a say in what was happening to me. It gave me a say in my future. The word of faith message is anchored on the idea that every word spoken from your mouth has a creative force or nature of its own. WOF teaches that words have power, and that when they are spoken in faith that they will come to pass exactly as they were spoken. The same principal will also work in reverse. Talking negative, or talking fear will produce negative things in life. If you go around talking health, then you will get health. If you go around talking defeat, then you will be defeated. The problem is that many people take this teaching to the extreme and end up in total bondage. I had a friend on staff that is a good example. He took this teaching to it’s limits. One day he called in sick. The next day he showed up at work and I asked him what had been wrong with him. (I found out that he had had a cyst removed from his jaw the day before.) He would not answer me. He was afraid that if he said it, he would have it! He already had it! Another friend came to church with a metal splinter in his eye. His eye was swollen shut, but he was going around and telling everyone that nothing was wrong with his eye. Insane, but that is what this teaching will do to a person. They become superstitious and legalistic. What’s worse is they become confession police, always monitoring and correcting everyone else’s confession. Here are a few of the common catch words and phrases that are popular in the word of faith culture:

Hung by the tongue
You can have what you say
You will have what you say
You possess what you confess
If you say it, you will have it.
You better not say it!
Don’t say it, you’re claiming it!

Where does this teaching come from? Not the Bible! I will be the very first to say that words are powerful and important. The Word of God is clear on that. But the word of faith teaches that you can function like God by speaking faith and creating things, and that is NOT in the Bible. That is witchcraft and humanism. That is New Age and Christian Science. Word of faith people take a passage in Mark 11:23 and try to interpret it in a way that is unscriptural. In that passage, in the King James Version, at the tail end of it, Jesus says: “He shall HAVE WHATSOEVER HE SAITH”. That one clause, at the end of that verse, is the whole premises of the word of faith teaching on confession. He shall have WHATSOEVER HE SAITH. WOF teachers tell us that that will work for the good or for the bad. Positive or negative, you will have what you say. But there are many problems with this doctrine and I would like to share a few of them with you if I may.

1) This was a common expression in Jewish culture. The “Mountain” would be referred in today’s language as “red tape”. Jesus was using a hyperbole (exaggeration) of moving a mountain to teach the disciples that nothing is possible with God. This was a common expression among Jewish rabbis, and the common man of that day would not have taken it literally. (besides, has anyone ever moved a real mountain by speaking to it?)

2) If this was a literal commandment and spiritual law, then there would be extensive teaching on it by Jesus and it would be extensively taught in the Epistles to the Church. Surely if Jesus meant that everything that we spoke would come to pass that, he would have issued many warnings and guidelines!

3) If you read this same passage in Matthew, it is worded a little differently. In addition to that, this particular verse is translated differently in dozens of other good Bible translations. Faith teachers have taught extensively and exhaustively on this one clause of Mark 11:23, and their doctrine rides on the exact wording of the KJV.

4) It simply does not work. A while back I was cleaning out my garage and ran across a sealed envelope. I opened it up and found a list of things that I was “speaking and confessing” into my life. None of it had come to pass. How discouraged I was!

Think about it. If I could have what I say, I would either be dead or extremely rich by now, and so would you. I have heard many rich and ungodly people make negative statements and still prosper. I have buried many people that had a good confession.

5) It creates a “little God” mentality. Believing that you can have what you say puts you in charge of your life. It makes you feel in control. The Bible is very clear that God is in control, and that the ocean, stars, Kings and animals obey His voice. Romans 8:28 Ephesians 1:11 Proverbs 21:1 Acts 2:23-2-23 and hundreds of others scriptures prove that God is the Sovereign Creator and controller of events, not man.

I have seen first-hand the discouragement and disappointment that this teaching has caused church folks. One girl came up to me and said that her favorite football team would win because she was “speaking it”. Her team was blown out the next day. I wonder what effect that had on her faith. I could write of many more situations and cases where people were confessing and speaking and did not receive.

Of course the word of faith has the perfect answer on this: 1) you did not believe, or 2) you had sin in your life. How convenient to the faith teacher, and how devastating to the Christian.

6) Go back to Mark chapter 10, and you will see a great example of Jesus saying “NO”.

7) There are many so called “bad confessions” in the Bible. Jesus and Paul made numerous statements that would fall short of word of faith standards today. Jesus always told it like it was. He never denied the circumstance.

Paul went for chapters complaining about his circumstances. So did David.

I made a word of faith pastor so mad one day that he will not speak to me.

He was yelling in the phone about how you can have what you say! So I said to him, write down three things that you want to happen in church this Sunday, and if they come to pass then you are right and I am wrong. Here is what he was believing for:

1) At least 100 people in the service
2) That everyone that came would be saved and instantly healed.
3) That they would receive a $10,000 offering.

I told him to call me Sunday night if these things manifested. They did not, and he has not called me since. Of course the word of faith has an answer to this too, that other people’s will was involved. But other people’s will is also involved in bank loans, pay raises and other things that they confess. I know another fellow that firmly believes in the confession brings possession message. He makes confessions of prosperity all the time and gets new cars and homes. But he also comes from a wealthy family that gives to him all the time. My faith would work like that too if my parents were rich!

Words are important. But they do not create. Only God can create. This notion of us being able to frame our world with our words is humanism. This teaching attempts to elevate man and lower God. Long is the list of famous faith preachers that died sick. Their confession did not help them.

Area of Error #2 Greed and Materialism
The word of faith message has been dubbed as the Prosperity Gospel, Name it Claim It, Health and Wealth, Tag it bag it and a dozen other labels. Why?

Because if you turn on your TV this Sunday you will be bombarded with prosperity teaching by faith preachers wearing fancy suits, fine jewelry and flying their own jets. They will claim that these are the blessings of God and that you too can wear the same clothes and fly the same jets. Before you read any further, pick up your Bible and read First Timothy chapter six out loud to yourself. The Bible speaks plainly about greed and chasing wealth.

God forbids it. It is idolatry.

The main reason that this message is working for the preacher on TV is that they are soliciting your money as seed for your blessing. It is misrepresenting the Word of God.

These ministers will tell you that Jesus was rich, and that He wants you rich too. But let’s look at some facts:

1) Jesus was born into poverty. His mother had to offer a turtle dove as a sin offering because she could not afford a lamb.

2) Jesus was a carpenter. If Jesus had been a land owner he would have been a farmer. In Bible days, carpenters were peasants. It was the lowliest of trades. It would be like shining shoes at a bus station today.

Most of the prosperity teaching that the word of faith ministers teach on is drawn out of the Old Testament. That is because the New Testament does not promise material wealth and prosperity. The New Testament promises trials and hardships that will refine your faith. In 2nd Corinthians 8 & 9, Paul is taking up an offering for the poor saints. He does not rebuke them for being poor. Jesus never promised money and earthly riches. He did promise that He would meet our needs. Our needs are clothing, food and water, not $300, 000 mansions, gold, jets and sports cars.

In the Old Covenant God promised Israel material wealth and riches if they would obey and serve Him. It did not work. God then dissolved that Old Covenant based on works and law, and started a New Covenant based on faith and grace. The New Testament is spiritual. It is full of spiritual promises and blessings to the church. Now we have absolute forgiveness, right standing, peace, joy and fellowship with God. We are now promised eternal life! It is a better covenant established on better promises.

I know many word of faith ministers that are extremely money minded. It comes out in their teaching and in their lifestyle. Word of faith churches are constantly having “Increase Seminars”, “Prosperity Seminars” and they sell hundreds of CDs on how to obtain wealth and riches. I think that it is sickening to the heart of God. I know that this teaching and lifestyle of the TV ministers is a stench in the nostrils of the world. Even sinners despise this message of greed.

There are many examples of Godly people in the Bible that were poor. Even the Apostle John spent his last days in poverty at a labor camp. But today the word of faith preachers are raising money for jets.

Area of Error #3 Bogus Claims of Miracle Healings
I am against all sickness. Every time I get sick, I pray and ask for healing. My wife is a Hospice Nurse. I believe in healing. Every time I preach at a church, I lay hands on the sick, anoint them with oil and ask God to heal.

But to be honest, I have not seen any of these miracle healings that word of faith people proclaim night and day. I have been to so many healing crusades that I cannot even count them all. I have been to see and hear just about every famous and renowned faith healer in action. I have even assisted in some of these meetings and have been backstage. I have never seen or witnessed a healing miracle. Many people send me emails about miracles that they have seen or heard about, but they almost always include a doctor and medicine. Let me give you my definition of a miracle healing:

1) The sickness has to be one that will not go away on its own.

2) It has to be organic in nature, such as mental retardation, downs syndrome, total blindness from birth, terminal cancer, confirmed AIDS, or an serious injury that will not heal such as missing limbs or severe burns. Or birth defects.

3) The miracle healing has to take place at the moment of prayer, just like in the Bible. No doctors. No medicine. Just prayer right there in the healing line. When Jesus and the Apostles healed, it was instantaneous, without chemo or doctors helping. (I am thankful for doctors and nurses)

4) The healing has to be verified by a doctor, and has to last. The dictionary defines a miracle as an event or an occurrence that defies scientific laws.

These miracle healings do not take place anymore as they did in the Bible days for the simple reason that those miracles were performed by Jesus and His Apostles. Many word of faith ministers claim these gifts of faith, healing and miracles but there is no actual evidence to support their claims. I have asked and asked for MRI’s, X-rays and physician’s statements but to no avail.

I do believe that God can heal and does heal. I do believe that He can do a miracle and still does them from time to time. But if you believe the claims and testimonies of today’s word of faith ministers, they are healing on the same level as Jesus and they simply are not. They are misleading the sick and wrecking their faith.

The charismatic word of faith church has been plagued and duped by hundreds of fakes and charlatans over the years. It is a culture where manipulation, peer pressure and lies prosper among the desperate and gullible. I have witnessed many sick people get their hopes up for a miracle just to return home sick and confused.

I do not believe that the sign gifts are in operation in the Church today. If I am wrong, and they are in operation, then they have lost a lot of their power, and are in no way as powerful as they were in the early church. Of course. The word of faith has an answer to that: 1) they didn’t have faith 2) they were in sin.

It is evident that the sign gifts were for the Jews, which seek a sign. Acts 2:22 John 4:48 John 6:30. God always spoke to Israel through signs. There are three time slots in the Bible where God did multiple miracles through the hands of men:

1) Moses and the Exodus
2) The Prophets prior to the Captivity
3) The establishment of the New Testament Church by Jesus and His Apostles.

These signs gifts not only verified the Gospel, but validated the Apostles that God would later use to pen Holy Scripture.

As you read on down the chronological time line of the New Testament, you read less and less of miracles and healings. Even Paul told Timothy to drink a little wine for his OFTEN INFIRMITIES. He did not instruct him to confess healing scriptures or to send him a seed offering for his breakthrough.

Others in the New Testament got sick and were not healed through miracles.

Even Paul was stoned and had to heal up over time. Galatians 4:13-14 Paul was also unable to heal Epaphroditus through the gifts, but said the healing was the mercy of God.

Word of faith ministers teach that bodily healing is in the Atonement. I always wondered if that were the case, it would seem that when someone got saved that they would be instantly healed. I mean, if the sin is forgiven, why is the sickness still there? I believe that God heals according to His will and that He works through prayer, but I do not believe that the word of faith ministers operate in the same sign gifts that the Apostles did.

Area of Error #4 A Fixation on Faith
This may be the worse reason. The Word of Faith exalts the Faith Message above the salvation message and Jesus. Faith is elevated. Faith is taught.

Faith becomes an idol. It is called the Word of Faith, and the Faith Message for a reason. Faith preachers preach and teach on the subject of faith more than they teach on anything else! They teach faith as a tool to receive blessings and to obtain things. They do not teach faith as in Christ, but as a formula. Look at any word of faith book table and you will see stacks of CDs series such as:

1) How to make your Faith work
2) How to have great Faith
3) The A, B, C,s of Faith
4) The Building Blocks of Faith
5) How to release your Faith
6) How to get faith
7) The 1, 2, 3’s of Faith
8) How to write your own ticket with God.
9) Faith, the key to victory
10) Faith for Miracles……….I could go on and on and on. I used to teach faith about three times a month. It was exciting and fun to teach.

Impossible to pastor. I spent many hours trying to explain to church members why it was not working.

What the Faith Message has done is to turn faith in God into a myriad of formulas and spiritual laws. Word of faith teachers take every little verse that mentions faith and puts them into legalistic boxes. In the Word, Jesus commented on people’s faith all the time, but it was their faith and belief in HIM that he was speaking of. Not their mechanics and formulas. Jesus responded to people in different ways at different times. He was responding to their FAITH IN HIM, not to their faith as a cosmic force or energy. These people that came to Jesus for healing had not been listening to teaching CDs on how to make your faith work. They just approached Jesus as they were, with no formulas and mechanics and got healed.

Faith is a trusting in God, not a tool. It is not a force but a relationship and a belief in God.

The word of faith focuses on faith, not on salvation. Not on character. Not on separation. Not on dying to one’s self. Not on service. Not on holiness. It is a message that revolves around the desires of “Me”! It is all about me! My faith. My healing. My prosperity.

The word of faith message promises that God will answer all of our prayers, in the positive, if we will only have faith. But in 1 John 5:14-15 the Will of God is involved, not just our desires. I find it interesting, that in every single one of the mighty faith scriptures such as Mark 11:23-24 and John 15:7 that Jesus was teaching his Apostles in private. He told THEM in John 14:14 that if THEY asked anything in His Name that He would do it. Faith preachers teach that this specific promise is for all of us, that Jesus will do anything that we ask in faith. You and I both know that we have asked for many things that we did not get! One prominent faith teacher claimed that in 40 years, he received every single thing that he had asked for in prayer. I cannot believe that. That has heaped so much condemnation on people that have not had some prayers answered.

If you were to listen to the entire New Testament out loud on a CD player, you would hear a different message than the one being taught by the word of faith. By listening to the Word of God in context, I realized that I had pulled many passages out of their setting and built formulas out of them.

Paul had some prayers go unanswered. Remember his thorn in the flesh?

Word of faith people will say that it was up to Paul to use his authority as a believer to drive the thorn away, but seeing how he was the one that wrote the most on the subject, I don’t think that was what was going on. God was teaching Paul to rely on His Grace in the midst of the attacks of Satan.

As I began to come out of the word of faith movement someone shipped me a crate full of books and CDs by ministers that taught Reformed Theology.

As read and listened, I saw a different image of God than the one that I had received from the faith message. Word of faith ministers rarely, if ever, teach on Sovereign Grace, the Sovereignty of God, Election or Predestination. These Doctrines are heavily laced throughout the entire Bible and are irrefutable by honest students of the Word. It does not fit with the word of faith message. The word of faith message puts man in charge of his life and circumstances. In the word of faith it is up to me to govern my world and circumstances through my faith and words. That is what humanism is all about, replacing God with Man.

Area of Error #5 Extra Biblical Revelation
The main founder of the word of faith movement claimed to have had several one on one meetings with the Lord Jesus Christ, and his followers believe him. I do not. The entire word of faith message was formed and broadcasted by this one man that claims to have had many face to face meetings with Jesus. In these meetings he was personally taught the scriptures by the Lord Himself, often gaining key insights on scriptures and the mechanics of faith.

It has been charged by many experts and scholars that this man plagiarized the writings of another preacher in New England that was reportedly influenced by much of the New Age and Christian Science teaching of his day. This minister even attended a college that was famous around the world as a hot bed of New Thought and Eastern Mysticism. Although the minister himself denounced these movements, he constantly taught these same ideas in his sermons using the same catch words and ideology of the cults. He even remarked that all the teaching of Mary Baker Eddy needed was the Blood of Jesus. All of these writings and ideas were then passed on to millions through the teachings of one man. This man often shared his visions. He would tell people that they did not have to accept them, but that did not stop him from sharing what he claimed Jesus said. In one vision.

This man claimed that Jesus had transported him to Heaven where he was anointed with a very special healing anointing, transferred from Christ, and that sick people would be healed “IF” they believed the vision. In another vision, this man was told that if people did not receive what he said when he was “in the Spirit” that they would die.

I simply do not believe that these visions happened, and there is no requirement for me to believe in them. In fact, Paul tells us not to receive any other Gospel in Galatians 1:6-9. His visions have theological holes in them, and they do not bear witness with my spirit. The word of faith is another message than the one in the Bible.

The word of faith has been studied and rejected by the Church’s most esteemed scholars, theologians and ministers. The word of faith is not found in the writings of the Church Fathers. It is unorthodox. The word of faith can only be crafted by taking scattered scriptures and twisting them to fit through one passage of scripture: Mark 11:23.

Word of faith ministers ignore mountains of Bible passages, even entire books of the Bible, such as Job. Why? They have to. The word of faith does not fit in with the whole counsel God’s Word. It is a teaching of half-truths and the redefining of terms. Many of the passages critical to word of faith teaching are taken out of their context and setting. Others passages are completely butchered to line them up with word of faith doctrines.

I could write for days about all of the spiritual abuse that I have seen and experienced in this movement. I define it as a CULT in that it based on claims of a man that claimed extra-revelation from God. It is a movement that has its roots all the way back to the Garden of Eden when Satan told Eve that she could be like God.

This is the last installment on this blog. I am sick of talking and thinking about the word of faith movement. I wish that I had never heard of it. It was the worst 10years of my life. Just like drugs, it was very exciting and felt good at first, then it became a bondage and a drain on my faith. It did not work for me, it did not work for the ones that taught me, and it did not work for those I taught it to. In the past I have written much out of offense and anger. But Jesus said woe through him that causes the offence. I was angry and offended because when I asked my teachers and peers hard questions, not only would they not be able to answer them, but they personally insulted and criticized me for asking. One minister even sat at my kitchen table and yelled at me. When I sent emails to my word of faith peers and leaders they were not returned, except to ask me not to email them anymore. So I had to blog it. And I am glad that I did.

Good Bye to the Word of Faith and Good Riddance!

Word of Faith: The fastest growing cult in the world
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/02/25/the-word-of-faith-is-the-fastest-growing-cult-in-the-world/
February 25, 2009

The Word of Faith Movement is the fastest growing cult in the world. This heretical and dangerous message has already swept across TBN and all the other television and radio channels. Now it is spreading all over the Third World like stage five cancer.
Our evangelical pastors, leaders and theologians are afraid to speak out, and God is using bloggers to warn the Church of this cult that has invaded the Body of Christ.

The Word of Faith Movement is heretical, erroneous and blasphemous. Millions of sincere born-again Christians are having their theology twisted into humanism and greed without even realizing it. People are even dying from the message. Thousands are abused by the spiritual control tactics of the Movement.

A cult is any unorthodox movement centered around a strong charismatic leader that claims extra-biblical revelation and that exerts mental and spiritual pressures on its followers to control them. I have written extensively about this on my other blog http://www.faithpreacher.blogspot.com I was a Word of Faith pastor and teacher. I was absolutely sincere, and absolutely deceived. I believe that many of the popular leaders of this cult are sincere, but tragically deceived, and in turn they are deceiving millions (and getting rich doing it).

The Word of Faith Message IS NOT CENTERED ON JESUS CHRIST! This movement is centered on FAITH as a FORCE. They teach the Word of God out of context. They teach only the parts of the Bible that agree with their agenda.

Allow me to illustrate: A Word of Faith teacher will teach his sermon on healing by teaching topically. In other words, he or she will go from healing scripture to healing scripture and teach on the surface. That is bad exegesis and hermeneutics. In correct biblical teaching, each verse needs to be examined in its setting and context. About 95% of all the scriptures that Word of Faith teachers use are promises that God made in the Old Covenant to the nation of Israel. These were conditional promises that promised Divine Health and prosperity IF they obeyed the covenant. This Old Covenant has been replaced with a New Covenant, with spiritual promises made to the Church. The Word of God must be rightly divided. The other 5% of scriptures that the Word of Faith teachers use are also out of context. For example, in most of the mighty faith scriptures such as Mark 11:23, John 15:7 and John 14:14, Jesus was talking to His Apostles in regards to their foundational ministry of establishing the Church through mighty signs and wonders. 2 Corinthians 12:12

The Word of Faith Movement worships money. Most of the teaching that you see on television revolves around money and materialism. This IS NOT the Gospel that Jesus taught. The Word of Faith Message has corrupted the Message of the Cross and turned it into a get rich racket. Day and night these wolves are duping innocent and gullible Christians into sending in their money for miracle breakthroughs. It is wrong. It is blasphemy. It is blatant, heretical teaching that must be exposed.

Many of these prominent Word of Faith teachers have been confronted by Godly Men of God, learned theologians and refuse to receive any correction. It’s all about the money. I have personally spoken to several Word of Faith ministers that admit the teachings are wrong and excessive, but they are trapped. Not many have the guts and integrity to come out of that false movement.

These are just a couple of the surface issues. There is much psychological and spiritual abuse occurring in these churches. Much manipulation. Many Word of Faith ministers enjoy a cult like following. Pastor worship is stressed over and over by erroneous teaching along the lines of “touch not my anointed” and incorrect teaching about submission to authority. Word of Faith ministers misapply these scriptures to gain and keep control of their flocks. It’s about money, control and power. The subject of love is preached over and over so that congregants will be afraid to point out improprieties. This cult is full of bullies. I should know because I was one of them. Thank God that He opened my eyes to the deception of this movement!

Cults are usually created by someone with a strong and charismatic personality that has claimed special revelation or visions from God. That is exactly how this movement started. One man claimed multiple one on one visits from Jesus and angels. In these visions he received extra instruction and insights to the Word of God, and then he turned around and taught them for decades. Many of his followers went onto receiving their own personal visits from Jesus, and the error and deception has spread right through mainstream Christianity. The most popular minister on television today teaches humanism from his pulpit every Sunday and has become a best-selling author. No teaching on sin, no teaching on the cross, no teaching on repentance, no teaching on Jesus. The message is all about man. He wouldn’t even come out and say that Jesus was the only way to salvation when he was asked on national TV.

Real Christians, and real ministers of the True Gospel need to quit being scared of rocking the boat and losing tithes and start exposing these doctrines of demons. It may cost them some church folks and a little money like it did me, but I have a clear conscience and I know that I did the right thing. Glory to God. It is truly sad that the undoing of the Church is coming from inside the Church and that ministers are afraid to speak out. This one is not afraid.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/02/fastes-growing-cult-in-world.html
What would Jesus do if he were Word of Faith?
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/02/25/wwjd-if-he-where-word-of-faith/
February 25, 2009

I was out walking today and thinking about all of the Television Evangelist that I have met or worked for and was wondering what kind of ministry approach would Jesus have in today’s culture? Would he own his own jet?
Would he be the pilot, or would one of the Apostles have that job? Maybe Peter could fly while Jesus napped in the back like he did back on the yacht, I mean back on the fishing boat. I wonder if Jesus would use theatrics and showmanship. He could blow on people and make them fall down, and then sometimes he could fall down with them! Or maybe he could throw his designer coat at people and make them fall down! That would be cool. I wonder if Jesus would get on television and ask people to send him seed money for healings, miracles and financial breakthroughs? Oh I am sure that he would. He would probably write a best seller or two on how to live like the rich and famous. I wonder if Jesus would own a few condos and mansions.
Maybe one in South Florida to be near the sea, and another in Manhattan so that he could be close to Madison Square Gardens? What kind of car would he drive? Or cars? Maybe a Bentley? Maybe a Hummer? Probably both and many more. I am sure that Jesus would arrive at Larry King Live in a limo.

Maybe Mary Magdalene would be with him. I am sure that she would have nails, big hair, exercise DVDs and a boob job. Jesus himself would wear designer suits, complete with a Rolex and plenty of hair product. And I know that he would smile a lot. If Larry King was to ask him a tough question, like if He was the ONLY WAY, that Jesus would side step it. We know from reading the Bible, that Jesus was always sweet and smiling, and that he never talked about sin and repentance. So I am sure he would be really sweet on TV and talk about how we can have our best life now. 
I think Jesus would probably tone down all that business about dying to oneself, carrying the cross, martyrdom, getting flogged and all that, cause it is not as exciting as the prosperity message. He would have the money smarts to know that he must get on TBN and do some praise-a-thons. I bet Jesus would have bodyguards too. I used to be a body guard, so I know how important they are. He could have them dressed up like the Secret Service, using walkie-talkies and following him in black SUVs! That would be so cool.

Maybe he would even use the 91st Psalm to avoid the crucifixion. Then he could prolong his time down here and tweak the Old Gospel that he used to preach. He could turn it all around into a self-help message and make some serious coin. Maybe Jesus would get tired of traveling and start his own mega church. I wonder who he would hire to build it. Would it seat 10,000 or 20,000? Gone would be the old days of running 120 in the Upper Room!

This is 2009, the Big Time. He could also get his own TV show, or better yet, his own network. Then he could have celebrities and pro athletes on his show to increase ratings. He could ask for seed faith money to finance it!

Maybe even buy a few more mansions in Southern California. Wow, Jesus really picked the wrong time to live down here. He had to rough it like the regular folk. No TV, no hair product, no jet, no five star hotels, no Hummer.

Geez, what a bummer.

Testimony. Feeling free
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/03/03/feeling-free-a-word-of-faith-testimony/
March 3, 2009
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/02/feeling-free.html 

My youngest son and I were on the way to church yesterday and I asked him if he liked our new church better than the ones in which he was raised in. He was born and raised in the charismatic word of faith church.

He has spent the last several months going to two different Baptist Churches. He goes to youth at Clearwater Community Church on Sunday nights and Wednesday nights, and then he attends Seven Springs Baptist with me on Sunday mornings.

Almost everything about these two churches are different from the ones that he was raised in. The doctrine, the culture and the worship is 180 degrees from the way he was raised to believe. So, yesterday, on the way to Seven Springs, I asked him if he was happier.

He replied that he was much happier, and that he felt totally free and peaceful. I asked him to explain and he did. (I had long feared that my switch in teachings had broken his spirit)

First he told me that he loved the new freedom to worship with no pressure. In our old churches, there was constant pressure and encouragement to raise our hands, run the aisles, or dance in the Spirit. Here you can just stand there with your hands in your pockets and it’s OK. There is no praise and worship leader commanding you to be demonstrative. I agree. Although I still do some of these “charismatic” things, I prefer to do them in private. I too always felt pressured to worship a certain way in public, so I always felt like I was worshipping to please others.

Then he told me that the pressure to have the right confession was gone! He no longer worried about every little word that he spoke. He no longer feels jinxed by his words. He told me that when he was growing up word of faith, that he was terrified to tell us when he was sick.
Thirdly, he said that he no longer felt the pressure to speak in tongues, and that he was happy just to pray in his own tongue. 

I agree with everything that my son has said. I too feel the joy and peace of being free to worship God in the way that I feel led to without being pressured to conform to the pressure of a culture.

In our former churches, there was always the pressure of being perfect. We couldn’t talk freely, we couldn’t say when we were sick, we always had to act the part of a blessed, healed, rich, successful charismatic word of faith-er. That is an impossible role to play for 14 years. I am glad that he has found his freedom and love for God. We are both free indeed. The pressure is gone. He that the Son sets free, is free indeed.

The Word of Faith deception
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/03/05/the-word-of-faith-deception/
March 5, 2009
I was recently watching a YouTube of Word of Faith minister Leroy Thompson. He is the preacher that coined the “Money Cometh” cheer that was so trendy for a while in those circles. It really hurt my heart to see the faces in that crowd.
Their eyes were full of a false hope, a desperation, and it really bothered me. That crowd was in a frenzy about money. They are so deceived. You can google Leroy Thompson and watch the video.

You can also google Creflo Dollar and watch some of his preaching on money and prosperity. It is sickening. It is wrong. It is heretical. It is the spirit of anti-Christ. It is greed and materialism.

The United States is in economic collapse. The Word of Faith Movement will draw millions of desperate people that will turn to its formulas for help. These teachers take scriptures out of their context and settings and build false theology. If you will notice, the Word of Faith ministers use the Old Testament for the vast majority of their prosperity teaching. They have to, because Jesus and the Apostles never taught the prosperity message. They taught the exact opposite: sell everything you have, die to yourself, seek not treasures on earth, flee from greed, etc. etc. The passages that the Word of Faith ministers use for prosperity are taken out of context. Those promises of material wealth were to the Nation of Israel and were conditional only by their obedience. These promises were not made for the church in the New Testament. In fact, the Church is promised persecution, suffering, trials, tests and tribulations. We are told to die to ourselves.

We are told to be humble. We are instructed by Jesus to take up our crosses and to follow him.

The Word of Faith has perverted the Gospel of Christ. They have exchanged the cross for greed. It is wickedness. Read 1st Timothy 6. http://faithpreacher.blogspot.com/2009/03/word-of-faith-deception.html
A new religion: The Word of Faith
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/03/05/a-new-religion-the-word-of-faith/
March 5, 2009
There is a saying among theologians: “If it is new, it cannot be true”. The Word of Faith is a new religion that was never, ever taught prior to the writings of EW Kenyon.
It is a hybrid religion that is a mix and blend of Christianity, the Occult, New Age, Witchcraft and Christian Science. Throw in some Charismatic elements and you have America’s second born religion. The Mormons came first, but there are many similarities.
The Mormon Church was founded after Prophet Joseph Smith claimed that Father God and Jesus appeared to him in the New York woods. The Word of Faith Movement exploded when Prophet Kenneth Hagin claimed numerous visitations from Christ along with massive plagiarisms of EW Kenyon’s writings.

In the Word of Faith religion, man is the center of the universe. According to EW Kenyon, everything that God did revolved around man and for man. This is humanistic and New Age thinking. In the Bible, everything God does is for His Glory.

The Word of Faith Message puts man in control with his words. Kenneth Hagin said that Jesus Christ sat down with him and told him to write out four principles, and that if these principles were followed, that we could get ANYTHING that we needed from God the Father. This is witchcraft. The same principles that Kenneth Hagin taught can be found in almost every popular New Age best seller today.

Walmart now sells Word of Faith books by Joel Osteen and Charles Capps in the New Age section of their book department. It’s the same message of deception.

Two of the most appealing and attractive elements of the Word of Faith religion is its promises of health and wealth. The Movement loves to use out of context scriptures to promise things that the Bible does not.
The Word of Faith teachers realized that the healing part of their teaching does not work so a few years ago they changed their focus to the wealth part. The Movement has now focuses primarily on how to get more money. It is a money religion. The Word of Faith loves and worships money and turns people into idol worshippers. Go to most any Word of Faith meeting or church and you will find tablefuls of books and CDs on money, wealth, prosperity and success.
Here is The Movements recipe for making money in a nutshell:
1)Take Old Testament promises to Israel
2) Take the Old Testament tithe
3) Sow extra money seeds into The Movement
4) Speak over your money seeds and tithes……….this is very important…..make good confessions! Wait for the manifestation. If you say anything negative or fearful, you must start over!
Having left The Movement over a year ago, and having turned to Christ alone, I now realize how much works based The Movement is.
To be a good WoF-er, you must work, work, work, work. It is a works based religion, and man is always looking for a way to please God by his works.
Most people involved in The Movement have no idea what the founders and prominent teachers actually believe theologically. If they did stop their confessions long enough to dig a little deeper into Word of Faith theology, they would leave if they had the courage. But is hard to leave. Word of Faith pastors are notorious for telling their people that bad things will happen to them if they leave The Movement.

If our Church Fathers were alive today, they would be screaming against this Movement in every book that they wrote. Remember, if it is new, it cannot be true!
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/03/new-religion-word-of-faith.html 

Connecting the dots in the Word of Faith
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/03/07/connecting-the-dots-in-the-word-of-faith/ 

March 7, 2009
http://www.tfccs.com/scienceandhealth/index.jhtml  

This is the link to the Christian Scientist website. If you read it, you will find many similarities with their beliefs and the Word of Faith. How come? Because the Grandfather of the Word of Faith Movement, EW Kenyon, was heavily influence by the Christian Scientist and New Agers of his day. He is even quoted as saying that all Mary Baker Eddy’s teachings needed was the Blood of Jesus. So that is exactly what he did. He pulled out of their doctrines and wove it into Scriptures. EW Kenyon started the positive confession teaching in the Church by taking it from the Cults. In his books he denounces their teachings, and says that they are wrong, but he still taught many of the same elements.
The first dot was Christian Science, which is a blend of our Bible and Eastern religion. 

The second dot was EW Kenyon’s writings.

The third dot is Kenneth Hagin, who has denied that he was influenced by Kenyon, even though there is abundant proof that he massively plagiarized Kenyon’s writings.

If you read any of Kenyon’s books, you will readily see that his doctrine became Hagin’s Word of Faith. I do not know if Kenneth Hagin intended to plagiarize or not, but I know that he claimed that he got all of his stuff from God even though it is word for word with Kenyon’s. Hmmmmm.

Dot number four. Kenneth Hagin’s many visions where he received hours of one on one teaching from Jesus that he wove throughout his teachings. Even though he would warn of accepting visions, he would turn around and teach from his visions in the same fashion that Kenyon warned about the Christian Scientist but kept teaching their beliefs! So at this point we have Kenneth Hagin preaching a mixture of Kenyon’s writings and extra-Biblical revelations from Christ!

Dot number five is that Hagin has reproduced his heretical teachings into hundreds of thousands of preachers. There is a direct connection between Eastern Religions and the Word of Faith. In his scholarly book “A Different Gospel” by Dr. D.R. McConnell, the author proves these connections with massive documentation.

In Galatians chapter one we are warned not to receive another Gospel, but the mainstream Church has done this very thing by accepting ANOTHER GOSPEL.

By the way, the most popular preacher on television today is a part of this belief system.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/03/connecting-dots-in-word-of-faith.html
Questions that always bothered me when I was a Word of Faith preacher
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/03/09/questions-that-always-bothered-me-when-i-was-a-word-of-faith-preacher/  

March 9, 2009
If you have been reading any of my articles, then you know that I was a Word of Faith pastor and teacher for ten years and one month. Prior to teaching the Word of Faith, I attended and graduated from the “Harvard” of Word of Faith seminaries. I studied the Word of Faith for an additional two years prior to attending seminary. If you add all that up you will surmise that I was heavily involved in the Word of Faith Movement for fourteen long years. It is my humble but honest opinion, that I could teach the Word of Faith as well as anyone else could.
But, as a pastor and teacher there were always a few things about the Word of Faith that really bugged me. Things that kept me up at night. Things that none of my fellow WoFer pastors could answer. Here are a few. Maybe you know the answers.

1) This one has to do with Mark 11:24, one of the most sacred word of faith scriptures in the whole Bible. I know it by heart, for I have spoken this scripture maybe three million times. “What things soever you desire, when you pray, BELIEVE YOU RECEIVE them, and you will shall them”.
So here is the question: If I believe that I have received my healing when I prayed, then why in the world would I go back to the doctor or take medicine anymore? I mean come on, I believe that I have brown eyes, so I am not going to go out and buy colored contacts tomorrow.

In the true word of faith (old school prior to law suits) you wouldn’t go back to the doctor if you really believed that you had received when you prayed. Now please do not stop taking your medicine! I’m just making an argument. It just stands to reason in my mind that taking another dose of medicine is an act of unbelief. A person that is in total faith that he has received it is done with the matter. If you really and truly believed that you were healed you would have no reason to seek any further medical attention. (If you are sick, and attempting to believe God for your healing, then please keep taking your medicine) This type of Word of Faith teaching has killed many people and has caused untold condemnation and confusion.

2) The Word of Faith, and many Charismatic and Pentecostal churches believe that healing and prosperity were in the Atonement. I do not. I believe that by His stripes we are healed from the disease of sin. If it were true that healing was in the Atonement, then as soon as anyone got saved they would be instantly healed at that moment. And if they got saved in a Word of Faith church, not only would they get instantly healed, but they would feel their pocket book fill up with money!

3) Here is a biggie. In our Word of Faith churches, we had all kinds of “inside” information and revelation that the Denominational churches were blind to. 
We knew all about healing, confession, speaking the Word, sowing seed, seed time and harvest, the authority of the believer and so forth. But, when it is all said and done, we were no better off than the Baptist church folks down the street. My Word of Faith church experienced the same sicknesses, lack, tragedy and problems as any other churches. One time I was at the florist ordering flowers for a funeral for one of my church members. The lady at the counter remarked that we sure did have a lot of sicknesses and deaths at our church. She was right. (She will never know how mad that made me at the time)We were no better off. No Word of Faith church is better off. I have seen whole Word of Faith pastoral staffs decimated by cancer and tragedy. Many of the most famous Word of Faith ministers have died sick. EW Kenyon had a massive tumor, and he invented confession brings possession. Kenneth Hagin died of heart disease. My daughter died of a brain tumor. I have presided over many Word of Faith funerals.

4) Why do the rich get richer in the Word of Faith Movement? Why did they show so much favoritism? There were certain celebrity preachers that had super star status. They were the ones with all of the amazing testimonies about miracle healings and financial blessings. They were the ones raising money for jets if they didn’t already have one. Well, I already knew the answer to this one. They preach people’s money into their offering plates by promising them a return on their giving. What I could not understand is why so many people in the Word of Faith treated these ministers like kings? Why were these ministers so obsessed with money and materialism? I had wonderful church members that tithed and gave that never got rich. Heck, I’m not rich, and I have tithed and sown tens of thousands of dollars. Why didn’t this prosperity message work for the ordinary Joe?

5) Why, no matter how much we prayed and fasted, no matter how much we taught the Word, why did we never have miracles, signs and wonders? People that read my articles always send me emails about them haven seen miracles, but they can never verify them with medical documentation. By miracle, I mean an instant healing of an organic sickness or injury that will not go away on its own. I am talking about amputees getting their legs back, or deformed people being healed. It was very frustrating and discouraging to listen to thousands of hours of Word of Faith teaching, apply it with all of my heart, and see no results.

God has shown me the answers to every one of these questions.

The Word of Faith has created a sub culture that is quite different from other denominations in the Body of Christ. Anyone that comes into a Word of Faith church from, say, the Baptist church or the Assembly of God church will have to make a lot of adjustments. It is another world. Pastor worship, people talking like robots, trying to make the right confessions around others, seeking money, claiming healings they don’t really have and blessings they will never see.

The simple answer to each of these questions is simple: The Word of Faith theology is full of error. It does not work. It is bad teaching. It majors on the minors and minors on the majors. The Word of Faith does not believe in the Sovereignty of God. Word of Faith people think that they can control everything in their lives and they cannot. Most of them are too blind to see that their beliefs are not producing any real results. As a matter of fact, they are some of the most fearful and legalistic people that I have ever been around.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/03/questions-that-always-bothered-me-when.html
The Word of Faith movement - Exchanging the cross for the tithe
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/03/15/tithing-and-cross/   

March 15, 2009
I have a friend that is really turned on to the Word of Faith Message. It is sad to listen to him talk about God, because everything that comes out of his mouth about God is somehow linked to tithing and money. His whole life and conversation revolves around material prosperity, sowing seeds, tithing and claiming a harvest. I wonder if this is how I sounded to other people all of those years that I was involved in the Word of Faith Movement?
I have another friend that attends a large Word of Faith church in Birmingham. I led him to the Lord myself when I was a police officer. I cannot stand to run into him. All he does is talk about his blessings, which are always about his new car or the latest cruise that the Lord blessed him with.
Both of these friends of mine started out excited about Jesus and their salvation. But after years of prosperity teaching, everything about their faith is measured in dollar bills and success. It’s not really their fault. They hear it in church every week from people that they look up to. Or they watch Creflo Dollar, Joel Osteen and the rest of the Word of Faith Gang preaching about prosperity and success.
In the Word of Faith church, the tithe is more important than the cross. Prosperity is more important than soul winning.
I can assure you that today, Sunday, that money was preached in almost every Word of Faith church in the world. I guarantee you that there was a long and exciting tithing sermon preached before the sermon, and I bet you that the subject of prosperity was brought up somewhere in the message.

This type of teaching develops greed in church people. You get what you preach. If you preach salvation all the time you get people saved. If you preach on the cross all of the time you get people living for God. But when you preach on tithing and prosperity all of the time you produce church people that love and chase money.


The Word of Faith Movement is all about the money. I know of one Word of Faith preacher in Louisiana that only has three sermons: Prosperity, confession brings possession, and Who we are in Christ. His third sermon sounds real good until you realize that he is preaching Humanism. He was one of my very favorite preachers. I listened to all of his sermons and preached them myself. When God began to bring me out of the Faith Movement, I mentioned to my church that this particular minister was in error with his prosperity message. Because I mentioned his name, three families left my church. It’s all about the MONEY! This preacher is preaching error all over the world and raising money so that he can buy his own jet!
No preacher needs to own his own jet. All it is is a status symbol among Faith Preachers. They all have to have a jet. It is a competition thing. Who has the fastest and newest jet. It’s about the money folks. The Word of Faith Movement revolves around money, not Jesus, not the Gospel, it is about the money!
Word of Faith preachers are absolute masters of manipulation. They are trained experts in taking Old Testament scriptures, tying them up in knots, and lording their doctrines over the Church to extract money. It is a racket. It is a game. It is greed.
Jesus and the Apostles did not preach on tithing and prosperity. They preached a New Covenant, which is spiritual, and based on Grace. The Word of Faith Covenant is based on the tithe. The New Testament calls for us to die to ourselves, to carry the cross, to follow Christ. The Word of Faith Movement is a different Gospel, a Gospel of Greed. It’s about the money folks. The Word of Faith is BIG BUSINESS, there is millions to be made. All you have to do is preach the benefits of tithing every other sermon, if not every sermon, and the money will flow. Most of your Word of Faith preachers on television are multi-millionaires. They own mansions, drive luxury cars, own jets and have all the money in the world, just by preaching the tithe instead of the cross. I have been in a couple of their mansions.

They live as good as the people in Hollywood do. I know it for a fact. Yet their people struggle to make ends meet.

You don’t have to take my word for it. Watch these jokers on TV. Listen to what they are preaching. Google them on You Tube. It will make you vomit if you love God. It is greed. They have exchanged the Cross for the Tithe. They worship money. It is idolatry. These Word of Faith preachers are full of greed, and leading thousands into the same error. They are sucking every cent that they can get out of Africa. They are raping the Saints out of their relationship with God and out of their money.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/03/exchanging-cross-for-tithe.html
When a child dies in the Word of Faith 
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/03/24/word-of-faith-death/    

March 24, 2009 (See also pages 1 and 5)
My daughter Jennifer died at the ripe old age of 14. If she had lived, she would be 23 years old now. Her death bothers me more now than it did then. I miss her more now. As you might have noticed from my writings, I hate the Word of Faith. I hate the Word of Faith Message with every fiber in my being. I do not hate the people in it and I feel very sorry for them. I feel bad for all the pain and hurt that the Word of Faith has brought to the Church. When my daughter had some symptoms while we were in Broken Arrow, we rebuked them. The thought of her being sick was of the devil. We were going to “believe” God and she would get better. I truly believe that had I been a Baptist, that I would have been more aggressive in taking her to a doctor. She died from a brain tumor that the surgeon said had been in her head for several years. Except for a few symptoms off and on, she seemed perfectly healthy. She was on fire for God, witnessed to all of her friends, helped in kids church and befriended every stray animal that happened along. Then suddenly one day she had a seizure, went into a coma, and died a few hours later. In the ICU room they had her on life support. I tried every Word of Faith trick and formula that I knew. I even had a big shot Word of Faith preacher come and pray for her. He was a total asshole. He never checked on me ever again. He did not come to the funeral, and he never called me. I tried to make an appointment with Kenneth Hagin, but was turned down. I was told that he had asked another minister to “handle that”.
In the Word of Faith Movement, if you have a “Faith Failure”, then you are thrown on the trash heap. I had one Word of Faith minister in Georgia call me to ask if God had told me why my daughter had died yet. You see, in the Word of Faith, you are supposed to be rich and healthy and dominate in life. If you do get sick, it is your fault. You opened the door for sickness or tragedy with some sin or doubt.

The Word of Faith theology teaches that God allows what you allow. They base that on an erroneous interpretation of Matthew 18:18. In fact, most of the Word of Faith teaching is based on misinterpretation of the Scriptures.

My daughter was not in sin. She could quote the entire 91st Psalm and the whole third chapter of John. She read her Charles Capps God’s Creative Power booklet almost every day. She was full of the Word and full of Jesus, and she dropped dead. The only way the Word of Faith can answer this is that there had to have been some sin or unbelief.

The Word of Faith does not believe in or accept God as Sovereign. Their definition of God’s Sovereignty is not the same definition that theologians use. They do not believe that God is in control. They teach that man is in charge, and that he is to run the world through his faith and words.

Humanism.

Their definition and understanding of God is flawed and unbiblical. They reject the Sovereignty of God.

When Jennifer died, I blamed myself for not having the faith to raise her up. I was taught that I had authority over death and disease. I thought that it was up to me if she lived, and that I failed her with my lack of faith. Then I blamed it on her lack of faith or maybe some bad confession that she had made. The thought or concept that God had taken her home never crossed my mind. At the funeral, her Uncle, a Baptist, looked at her and said: “Her work here is finished”. His statement angered me at the time, because I had been taught by Kenneth Hagin and Keith Moore that we were guaranteed a long life on earth. I even heard Kenneth Hagin say that he would live to be 135 years old. I went to his funeral. It is reported that he died of a heart attack.
In his teaching series on the Believer’s Authority, Kenneth Hagin said that Jesus Christ taught him that he was in charge of the devil, and that he (Jesus) could not do anything about the devil. Kenneth Copeland said that God has already done everything about your healing on the cross and that you are in charge of that now.

Having been brainwashed with this blasphemous message, my theology and understanding of God was so twisted and warped that her death was lost in the fog of my thinking.

It has only been over the last year that my thinking about Jennifer’s death has changed. I still blame myself, but I know that God makes no mistakes. He could have healed her if he had chosen to. The Word of Faith blasphemy teaches that those decisions are up to us and not up to God. But now, after reading and studying the massive parts of the Bible that we ignored in the word of faith, I have made many discoveries that have actually brought much comfort to me.

The story of Joseph comforts me. The story of Job comforts me. I have learned that God is in control of every atom in this universe, and that I am not! I don’t have to be my on God anymore. I don’t have to be the master of my world anymore! I’m not in charge anymore! Romans 8:28

There are many people that have had similar or worse experiences with the Word of Faith. Hundreds have died or lost family members because of this blasphemous heresy. Many thousands have had their hearts crushed and disappointed by this false message. Many have left the church altogether.

Pastors need to take this Movement seriously. It is wreaking havoc in the Body of Christ. The KIA list is getting longer every day.
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/03/when-child-dies-in-word-of-faith.html
The Word of Faith and shipwrecked faith
  https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/03/24/shipwrecked-word-of-faith/   

March 24, 2009
Someone has asked that I write a book about the casualties of the Word of Faith teaching. It would have to be a very long book to detail all of the horror stories that have come out of this deceptive movement that is ruining the faith of thousands. I wonder how many well-meaning people have died of sickness and disease while clinging to their confessions and word of faith teachings? My own daughter died of a brain tumor when she was just fourteen years old. She was full of the Word of God and could recite the 91st Psalm and the third chapter of John. I had taught her and hundreds of others that we could walk in Divine health by speaking the Word of God out loud. Millions of people have bought the little booklet by Charles Capps on God’s Creative Power. It contains numerous scriptures that have been taking out of context and paraphrased into confessions for health and prosperity. As a Word of Faith pastor for ten years, I bought piles of these booklets and even taught from it page by page. I had hundreds of people doing these confessions from that book. It was nothing more than Christian Science, but I thought that it was a bonafide doctrine that could produce health, wealth and protection. I can’t tell you how many people I know that used that booklet faithfully that died of cancer or were killed in car wrecks. I knew two teenage girls that died tragically even though they confessed from this booklet daily.
The damage from the Word of Faith message is devastating to the families and loved ones that are affected when someone dies in the midst of this teaching. As a Word of Faith pastor, I spent numerous hours trying to help innocent and sincere church people in their struggles of why the Faith Message was not working for them. My other Word of Faith pastor friends were having the same problems. You see, the Word of Faith message is easy and exciting to preach, but extremely hard to pastor. It is a message that has more holes in it than a fishing net.

When God began to open my eyes to the serious and dangerous error that I had been preaching in my church, I immediately repented. I stood up in front of people that I loved and told them that I had been in error and that my doctrine had been wrong. I also warned my church folks that many of the Word of Faith preachers on television were teaching error and greed. I named their names. Of course, many of these church folks became upset at me and left. I was forced out of my ministry. I had to lease out the new church building that we had just built.

But I have too much integrity with the Word of God and with people to teach error. It seemed that overnight God opened my eyes to numerous holes in the Word of Faith. I contacted many of my teachers from Bible school as well as many of my fellow Word of Faith around the country to ask them questions about the doctrines and the claimed visions of Kenneth Hagin. I was met with hatred and venom. These same ministers that taught so much on walking in love and forgiveness turned on me like a pack of wild dogs.

You would think, that if they really believed what they teach about love and faith, that they would be trying to reach out to me. If they sincerely believe that I have gone into darkness, then why are they not beating down my door to rescue me? I have sent many emails to my Word of Faith pastor friends that have gone unanswered. Why? I believe that I scare them to death. They know that I am right, and that they are in error.

These Word of Faith pastors and teachers have been confronted with their false teachings. Their teachings are destroying innocent church folks. Their message is causing greed. Word of Faith churches have extremely high turnover rates. After the excitement of the new message wears off, people get discouraged and quit going to church. People become cynical about God and about church. You should read the emails that I get from people all over the world that have had their relationship with God ruined by the Word of Faith message. The casualty list is long and getting longer by the day.

These Word of Faith ministers on television have been confronted by many pastors and theologians of their dangerous teachings, but they refuse to repent. The money is too good.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/03/shipwrecked-faith.html
Why don’t this Word of Faith crap work?
  https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/03/28/word-of-faith-crap/    

March 28, 2009
I used to make my youngest son read the Charles Capps mini-book on God’s Creative Power out loud on the way to school every day. This particular booklet is loaded with paraphrased scriptures and affirmations that are supposed to produce health, wealth, and victory in your life as you confess them out loud. If I remember correctly, there are 59 confessions in it. The idea is to build your faith up by speaking God’s Word out loud over your circumstances. Trouble is, it don’t work for anybody. My son had the horse sense to realize that he was just as blessed when he didn’t do these confessions. The morning he stopped in the middle of them and cried “Why don’t this crap work?” made me mad at first. All I could tell him was that it works over a period of time.
Every now and then, as a Word of Faith pastor and teacher, I would have the same thoughts about the positive confession teaching. I myself could see that it did not work, but as I explained to my son, I always felt like if I just stayed faithful confessing the Word, that everything that I was confessing would one day manifest. That is the great promise and sales pitch of the Faith Message: If you keep on believing right and talking right, the manifestation is just around the corner. Of course, the manifestations rarely occur as confessed, but Word of Faith people are so brainwashed that they hardly notice.

I can go back now and look at the pages of confessions that I cranked out every day for years and shake my head with an embarrassed smile. What a time waster. What a foolish teaching. (Didn’t Jesus say something about vain repetition?)

The Word of Faith is big on speaking the Word, and short on doing it.

Confessing the Word out loud is the dominant teaching, not doing the Word. Many Faith Preachers have sold millions of dollars’ worth of CDs, books and tapes on this erroneous teaching and have become quite wealthy. I know of one prominent word of faith teacher, that received $25,000 for a three day seminar on “Speaking God’s Word”.

Desperate people become easy prey with this message: Begin to speak God’s Word over your health and finances, and things will change. But they rarely do.

I know lots of people that do their confessions religiously that have cancer, marital problems, financial problems and plain old bad luck. The truth is, that people that do these confessions are no better off than the guy next door. The Bible says that God sends the rain on the wicked and the just. The Bible also says that God has cursed the ground for our sakes. Problems, storms, trials and adverse circumstances usually cause sincere Christians to seek God more earnestly.

Question? Can you think of one single scripture in the Bible, in context, that directs us to speak the Word of God out loud to become blessed, rich and healed? Can you name me two or three? The only scripture that I can think of to justify this teaching is Joshua 1:8, but that verse is talking to the Nation of Israel about meditating in the Mosaic Law in order to be a doer.

But where in the Bible does Jesus command us to confess scriptures for healings and riches? I realize that faith comes by hearing the Word, but that passage is talking about hearing the Gospel for salvation. So where does the Bible command us to speak scriptures out loud like magic formulas? It does not. This teaching was brought into the Church from the New Age and Christian Scientist Cults. EW Kenyon took their principles of affirmation, and began to teach and write on the subject extensively. In turn, according to many scholars, Kenneth Hagin plagiarized much of Kenyon’s writings and mass produced the heresy. Both of these Word of Faith founders died sick. Their teaching did not work.

Now, I do not believe that there is anything wrong with quoting God’s Word at all. I do it all the time. But that is different from teaching and believing that all of your problems will go away just by speaking certain passages out loud. That sounds more like witchcraft than anything else. Hocus pocus, incantations, chants, affirmations and spells are not biblical. We receive from God by praying and doing the Word, not by merely speaking it. The Word of God is not a lucky charm or rabbit’s foot, it is scripture to be obeyed.

As I have said before, I know many a Word of Faith believer, that died sick doing those confessions, and many more that have gone broke doing the same thing.

The real blessing of the Christian life is to be forgiven and restored to right standing with God through the work of Christ. Our citizenship is in Heaven, not on earth below. God blesses some people with wealth, but not everyone. He heals some and lets others die. The proof is at the bank and the cemetery. Word of Faith people get sick and die just like the rest of the Body of Christ. There is no difference. Everyone has trials and problems, no exceptions.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/03/why-dont-this-word-of-faith-crap-work.html#comments
Kenneth Hagin’s bogus visions and claims
  https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/04/04/hagins-bogus-visions-and-claims/     

April 4, 2009
Never in the history of the Body of Christ has one man claimed to have had so much one on one contact with Jesus Christ, God and angels. Joseph Smith might come close, but I do not consider the Mormons to be Christians. Kenneth Hagin has claimed that Jesus has appeared to him on eight different occasions to teach him about various subjects. Kenneth Hagin went on to teach these visions to millions of people which is a direct rejection of Paul’s warning in Galatians 1:6-9. The Word of God clearly commands us to reject any other Gospel. But Kenneth Hagin has claims to have received hours of theology from Christ. There are hundreds of thousands of sincere born again Christians that are basing much of their beliefs and many of their actions on the heretical visions and claims of Kenneth Hagin.
I was sharing some of Kenneth Hagin’s visions at a church recently that had invited me in to teach about the Word of Faith heresy. The crowd was so shocked that they gasped as I told them about one of Kenneth Hagin’s teaching visions. Hagin claims that a demon appeared between him and Jesus, causing a great commotion, and interrupting Jesus in the middle of his class. Finally Hagin rebuked the demon and it fell to the floor quivering before running off. At this Jesus thanked Hagin for doing something about the devil, for He (Jesus) could not! This is heretical blasphemy. Hagin had a fascinating ability to twist scriptures to fit his visions, and he became very wealthy in doing so.
If you add it all up, Kenneth Hagin has had more visions than any of the Apostles, even more than Paul! I have been to see dozens of charismatic preachers, and I have listened to hundreds more on tape and CD, but no one comes close to having as many spectacular spiritual manifestations than Kenneth Hagin. Kenneth Hagin had many testimonies about hearing the audible voice of God and Satan, as well as having conversations with angels. Hagin even claims to have been to Heaven and to Hell!
In another vision, Hagin claims that Jesus sat down beside him and gave him a sermon entitled: “How to write your own ticket with God” and that Jesus told him that if anyone, anywhere would apply these four principles that they could receive whatever they needed from God. This is in direct conflict with 1st John 5:14-15.
When Kenneth Hagin’s sister died of cancer, Hagin even got a special vision to explain why she wasn’t healed. Jesus appeared with his dead sister in his room after the funeral just to let Hagin know that it was something between Jesus and his sister as to why he couldn’t get her healed. This is a very important point, because Hagin claims to have been transported to Heaven and where Jesus himself laid hands on him and gave him a very special healing anointing. I have personally witnessed Kenneth Hagin lay hands on many, many sick people that did not get healed.
I could write for hours about other outrageous claims that Kenneth Hagin made which has deceived millions and made millions.
It is reported that Kenneth Hagin died of heart disease. It appears that his message of positive confession and Divine healing did not work for him. If he couldn’t get the Word of Faith message to work, how can an average person who has not seen Jesus eight times get it to work? It’s a bogus message that preys on the desperate and gullible who spend millions on his books, tapes and college in hopes of writing their own ticket with God. How sad for the Body of Christ.
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/04/brother-hagins-bogus-visions-and-claims.html
Shame on TBN
  https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/04/14/shame-on-tbn/      

April 14, 2009
I was channel surfing the other night and saw one of my classmates from Tulsa selling blessings on Trinity Broadcasting Network-TBN. It made me want to vomit. My old friend was telling the multitudes that if they would sow a real good seed, that they would not be touched by the economy, that they would not lose their jobs. How sad and disgusting. He even said that GOD SAID this! My friend also went on to inform the viewers that the days of $2 seeds won’t cut it anymore. A few minutes later, he himself presented TBN with a check for $10,000. The host acted as though the check had been written for Ten million. It’s all a big game folks. Hollywood acting.
These manipulation tactics need to be outlawed. TBN has millions and millions of dollars in assets and cash. They use con artist like my old friend to stir up the emotions of desperate and gullible people to finance their money scam.

It really sickens lost people to see this garbage on television. It sickens me too. It gives all preachers a bad name. They give Christians a bad name.
TBN needs to be ashamed of the way they manipulate people.
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Does Word of Faith work?
  https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/04/14/does-word-of-faith-work/       

April 14, 2009
EW Kenyon is considered by most experts to be the founder of the Word of Faith Movement. He taught and wrote extensively on Positive Confession. He died of a massive malignant tumor. Did the Word of Faith Message work for him?
Kenneth Hagin is to the Word of Faith Movement what Santa Claus is to Christmas. He claimed a special one of a kind healing anointing straight from the nail scarred palms of Jesus. He died of a massive heart attack and suffered from heart disease. Did the Word of Faith Message work for him?
Jennifer Edwards was my fourteen year old daughter. I was a Word of Faith pastor and teacher when she died from a brain tumor. Did the Word of Faith Message work for her? Charles Capps is the foremost Faith Teacher on positive confession today. I heard him testify that his wife had had a successful organ transplant. I guess the Positive Confession did not work.

John Osteen, father of Joel Osteen died of kidney problems, even though he was a staunch Word of Faith teacher.

Frederick KC Price is a powerful Word of Faith teacher, yet his wife had cancer and received medical treatment.

I have known of several prominent Word of Faith pastors and teachers that have died of disease, cancer, heart attacks and plane crashes. They all taught the Word of Faith Message, and they all died. ***Last page
The Word of Faith Message is tall on promises, and very short on delivery. It simply does not work for anyone except for making Word of Faith televangelist rich from promising God’s power in exchange for seed money.

I will tell you what does work: The Grace of God is still working miracles in the lives of all that come to Jesus. The Message of the Cross is tall on promises and always delivers the sinner.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/04/does-word-of-faith-work.html
My reasons for writing against the Word of Faith movement
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April 14, 2009
I have four reasons for writing so much against the Word of Faith.
1) To reach people that are already in the movement who are surfing the web for help and answers. You wouldn’t believe how many people email me praising God that they found my blog. There are many, many wounded and disillusioned Christians living in heartache, fear and bondage that have no one at their Word of Faith church to talk to. Many Word of Faith churches are very controlling and cultic. Many people have been told that they will die if they leave the Movement.

2) To educate and warn people about the Word of Faith which is the fastest growing church in the world. Many people google Word of Faith to find out about what they teach. I am an expert in Word of Faith theology and I expose their false teachings.

3) To plant seeds of doubt in the closed and deceived minds of Word of Faith people in hopes that the Holy Spirit will one day open their eyes. Many Word of Faith preachers read my blog religiously. I get tons of hits from Tulsa on both of my blogs. I ask the tough questions, and I name names. I know the facts.

4) It is very therapeutic. My heart and life has been messed up from having been in in the Word of Faith for so many years. It totally wrecked my faith and twisted my theology. I in turn taught heresy to thousands of people in churches, television and on mission trips to Europe and Africa. This is a way to let people know that I was teaching false doctrine.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/04/my-reasons-for-writing-against-word-of.html
A true Word of Faith story
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April 14, 2009
I was listening to J Vernon McGee today as he related a true incident to contrast true faith with presumption. He said that there was a terrible tornado in Hot Springs, Arkansas about sixty years ago. 

When the community heard the storm brewing they ran and hid in the storm cellar. There was a Preacher staying in town that would not follow them to safety. He boldly proclaimed that his faith was in God, and that he did not need to seek shelter in the storm cellar.
The tornado soon roared through and blew the town away. They found the Faith Preacher lying in a cow pasture some distance away from the storm cellar. He was dead.

This is but one of thousands of sad testimonies that have emerged from the deceptive Word of Faith Movement. Many hundreds of others have died from not taking their medicine after faith teaching. Many parents have allowed their children to die because they were trying to believe God for healing without using a doctor.

I am 46 years old. I have never seen anyone get healed of a terminal disease without the help of medicine or doctors (I totally disagree –Michael). I have seen people healed through the combination of faith and medicine. I have never seen anyone healed as the result of positive confession. Medicine was always involved.

Kenneth Hagin battled heart disease for many years, but preached that he walked in Divine health. His teaching was very misleading. I was at his funeral when his granddaughter testified that Hagin had once suffered from the flu. His message of faith and healing did not work for him.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/04/true-word-of-faith-story.html
Doubts about the Word of Faith movement
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April 14, 2009
I was involved in the Word of Faith Movement for fourteen years. I was a Word of Faith pastor and teacher for ten of those years. I believed passionately in what I was teaching, although I rarely saw any evidence that the message was working. I put my whole heart into it. I studied the Word of Faith doctrines for thousands of hours even after graduating from the top Word of Faith seminary in the world. I became increasingly discouraged and depressed with the lack of results that the message was producing in my life.
Here are some of the questions that created heavy clouds of doubt for me which opened the door for my exit from deception and error:
1) Kenneth Hagin’s battle with heart disease and eventual death from a massive heart attack.

2) Hagin’s misleading and untruthful teachings about him walking in Divine health.

3) The massive amount of plagiarism attributed to Kenneth Hagin for copying EW Kenyon’s writings.

4) The fact that EW Kenyon was heavily influenced by the New Age teachers of his day.

5) EW Kenyon attended the Emerson School of Oratory in Boston which was a hotbed of New Age and Eastern Religious ideas and teachings.

6) EW Kenyon used many catch phrases and definitions that were popular in the teachings of Christian Science.

7) EW Kenyon once remarked that all Mary Baker Eddy’s teachings needed was the blood of Jesus.

8) EW Kenyon died of a massive malignant tumor.

9) EW Kenyon’s doctrine of positive confession did not prevent his tumor nor did it heal him.

10) Kenneth Hagin denied having been influenced by Kenyon’s writings, although there is abundant evidence all over the Internet that Hagin plagiarized Kenyon’s New Age teachings.

11) Kenneth Hagin claims to have had eight one on one visions of Jesus in which he received additional revelation and insight into the Word of God.

12) This clearly violates Paul’s warning in Galatians 1:6-8

13) Kenneth Hagin claimed to have walked in Divine health, but suffered sickness and the flu as well as heart trouble.

14) The Word of Faith is obsessed with money and materialism.

15) Many Word of Faith teachers, pastor and preachers have died of cancer and other diseases. Their message did not work. ***Last page
16) Charles Capps’s wife had to have an organ transplant.

17) Word of Faith people have to use doctors and medicine just like unbelieving Baptist do.

18) Kenneth Hagin claimed that Jesus gave him a special healing anointing, yet his sister died of cancer, his grandson had surgery for a brain tumor, his brother-in-law died of cancer, and his wife battled sickness and diseases.

19) I have watched Kenneth Hagin lay hands on many people in wheel chairs that did not get healed.

20) A popular Word of Faith preacher in the South teaches on Mark 11:23 all the time, yet he is missing a finger. He claims we can change things with our words, yet he cannot produce a new finger.

21) The Word of Faith rape of Africa and India, promising people in poverty that if they will sow into Word of Faith ministries that they will become rich.
Here are some more questions about the Word of Faith:
1) Why did John the Baptist not get his breakthrough miracle? He was executed.
2) Why has Fred Price’s church ordained him as an Apostle?

3) Why didn’t Paul use his faith to get out of prison? According to Word of Faith teaching, Paul should have been driving a Bentley and living in Bel Air.

4) Why did Peter and John say silver and gold have we none?

5) Why did Paul tell Timothy to drink a little wine for his OFTEN infirmities?

6) Why was it that towards the end of his ministry, Paul could not get anyone healed?

7) What about Job? (Word of Faith people do not realize that the Holy Spirit wrote this book and that the Holy Spirit meant what He wrote)

8) What about when the disciples asked Jesus for something in mark chapter ten and the answer was NO?

9) What was John, the Apostle of love doing rotting away on Patmos? Shouldn’t he have been living in luxury instead of slavery?

10) Why was Jesus poor?

11) Being a carpenter in his day would be like shining shoes today.

12) Why did Paul say that he was content to no matter what state that he was in?

13) Why does the New Testament give no commandment to the Church to tithe, but the Word of Faith teaches on the tithe as if your very life depends on it?

14) Why are so many Word of Faith churches controlling and cultic?

15) Why are Word of Faith people so caught up into Pastor worship?

16) Why did John the Baptist tell people to be content with their wages?

17) Why did Oral Roberts teach so much on prosperity, yet his ministry is always in deep debt?

18) Why does the Word of Faith center so much on the tithe instead of preaching the cross?

19) Why did John Osteen die of sickness when he taught divine health?

20) Why do Word of Faith preachers have to own their own jets?

21) Why did my daughter die of a brain tumor?

22) The Word of Faith teaches that your faith cannot work if you are in fear. If that is true, how did we win any wars? Many heroic soldiers said that they were scared to death. Their fear did not prevent the victory.
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Jesus would vomit watching TBN and other ‘Christian TV’
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April 22, 2009
If Jesus were on the earth today, he would craft a whip and flog most of the Word of Faith preachers on television that are prostituting the Gospel of Jesus Christ and perverting the Word of God. I think that Jesus would vomit. When I watch ministers like Michael Murdock selling breakthrough blessings on TBN it makes me want to puke.
The New Testament Gospel is that Jesus died for our sins so that we could be forgiven and granted eternal life as sons. He did not die on the cross so that we could have financial breakthroughs, drive fancy cars and live in mansions. Michael Murdock and the rest of the Word of Faith Gang have created a sickening money racket on television promising miracles to all that send them money. This is a disgusting practice.

The Blood of Jesus was not shed so that we could wear designer clothing and vacation in the Caribbean. This is a blasphemous teaching. Creflo Dollar, Fred Price, Norman Robertson and many other Word of Faith teachers are getting big time rich off of this heretical teaching. It is wrong. It is dead wrong. It is heresy and blasphemy.

In my line of work I spend many hours in the homes of the poorest folks in the Birmingham area. It is a common thing to find Creflo Dollar CDs and other Word of Faith propaganda laying around their houses. These ignorant and desperate people are the very ones being robbed by these false teachers. Sending in what little money they have trying to get a breakthrough. It is a shame. Raping the Bride of Christ.
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Why the Word of Faith is so popular
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April 22, 2009
The Word of Faith movement is so popular because it promises people that they can be in control of their lives. The Word of Faith began in the Garden of Eden when the Serpent told Adam and Eve that they could be like God.
Word of Faith people have a different definition of God’s Sovereignty than the one most Orthodox Christians do. The Word of Faith definition of Sovereignty is that God is able to do anything within the bounds of His Word, but that He cannot do certain things unless people cooperate. The Biblical and Orthodox definition of Sovereignty is that God can and does do whatever He wants and that He needs no help.


The Word of Faith is Humanism. It gives you control over your health, wealth and circumstances. It puts man on the throne of his life. God is no longer in control, faith is. Everything is now up to you. Good, bad, or indifferent, everything that occurs in your life is because of your confession or faith.
The Word of Faith promises a long healthy life, money and victory over every situation. All you have to do is believe the right way, talk the right way, and sow a whole ton of money and life will be Heaven on earth. You will never get sick or get injured. You will never be in lack. You will be happy every day. You’re not a sinner more. God wants to pour money all over you.
This message sells like hot cakes. It’s all over the television. It’s all over the Church. It’s even in the Baptist bookstore. It is the fastest growing segment of the Church today and is sweeping across Third World countries like a wild fire.
The Word of Faith is a New Age spin on the Gospel. It makes man his own God. Man is self-centered and wants to be in charge. Man is full of pride and self-trust. The Word of Faith appeals to the sinful nature of man.
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/04/why-word-of-faith-is-so-popular.html
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April 22, 2009
I was doing a Word of Faith apologetics sermon the other night and made an observation. It struck me how Kenneth Hagin had a way of exalting himself above Jesus when telling about his claimed visions.
In one vision, Hagin says that the Lord Jesus laid His nail scarred hands on Hagin’s and passed on a special anointing to heal with. In the vision, Jesus told Hagin that if people would believe that Jesus had anointed him, and believe in that Anointing, that they would be healed. So, who is the hero now? Kenneth Hagin is. He becomes the object, not Jesus.
I used to go to dozens of what the Word of Faith folks call Holy Ghost Meetings. When the doors would open there would be a stampede of people trying to sit up close or in the aisle so that Kenneth Hagin would lay hands on them or prophesied. I was one of them. Hagin claimed that the Anointing would be all over him when he was in the Spirit, and that there would be power going out to make people fall on the floor and laugh. Again, Hagin is the focus of the meeting.
In another vision, a demon appears between Hagin and Jesus and causes a big commotion. Finally Hagin rebukes the demon and the demon runs off. At this point Jesus thanks Hagin for doing something about the devil, because He could not.
In still another experience, a Sunday school teacher dies and goes to Heaven where Jesus sends him back to earth because Hagin won’t let him die.
It never ceases to amaze me how duped I was into believing this nonsense. It is pure humanism and self-glorification.
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/04/stealing-thunder-from-jesus.html
Good ole smiling Joel Osteen
  https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/04/23/good-ole-smiling-joel-osteen/              

April 23, 2009
I like Joel Osteen. I think that he is a wonderful man. My mama really loves him. He is probably the best known minister in the world today. He is warm, gentle and uplifting. He is a great encourager and I have no doubt that he is absolutely sincere and that he loves God. His message is positive and uplifting. It is also half baked and full of error. Of all of the Word of Faith televangelist, he is probably the most conservative when it comes to the Health and Wealth message.
The problem is that Joel only paints half the picture. He only presents one side of the Christian experience, and he does not preach and teach the whole Bible, nor will he say anything that would offend sinners. He just teaches the fun parts. I liken Joel to a mother that only feeds her children cake and candy. No meat, no milk and no veggies, only the sweet stuff. Of course her kids would be happy with the constant diet of snacks and desserts, but soon they would die. 

The only part of the Bible that Joel majors on is the blessings. He is right in saying that God is a good God, but God may not always have the kind of life for us that Joel preaches. Think of all the preachers and Christians rotting away in prison cells all over the world. Think of the Apostle John working the rock quarries on Patmos as a prisoner slave. Think of all the parents that will welcome a special needs child into the world. Think of all the born again Christians living in severe poverty and famine in Third World countries. Believers all over the world are being tortured and executed because they profess Jesus.

Word of Faith people suffer the very same problems, sicknesses and crisis that other church people do. Even Joel Osteen’s father died of sickness and disease. The point is that God has appointed many trials and tribulations to us all. This life on earth is a proving ground. We live in a sinful and fallen world full of mean people.

Your best life will never be here. Good times and bad times come and go for everyone. 

The New Testament is loaded with promises of trials, persecutions and wilderness experiences. Not everyone will be blessed with multiplied millions of dollars as Joel has been. Some Christians will always suffer in poverty. I know preachers in Kenya and Tanzania that live in dire poverty, lack and sickness. Last year one of the churches was burned to the ground with forty children inside. 
The Jews had no promise of eternal life and Heaven. Their Heaven was down here on the earth. Their covenant promised health, wealth and protection as long as they walked in complete obedience to the covenant. The New Testament believer lives under a spiritual covenant which promises eternal life, forgiveness and sonship. Israel’s covenant was a physical one. The vast majority of Health and Wealth doctrines are Old Testament promises to Israel.

Joel Osteen is so successful because he is selling what everyone wants: health, wealth and success in life. But the New Testament paints a much different picture. I cannot find any scriptures where Jesus promises success and wealth to everyone in this life, but he did say that would suffer much tribulation.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/04/smiling-joel-osteen.html
True facts about the Word of Faith movement
  https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/04/30/word-of-faith-movement-facts/               

April 30, 2009
EW Kenyon was the founder of the Word of Faith. He taught extensively on positive confession, but died from a massive malignant tumor.
Kenneth Hagin plagiarized much of Kenyon’s writings and also taught extensively on Divine health and positive confession of the Word. He died of a massive heart attack.

EW Kenyon was heavily influenced by the New Age and Christian Science teachings of his day, and his writings are full of catch phrases and definitions from the Eastern religions and cults.

EW Kenyon taught that Jesus went to Hell after he died on the cross. According to this doctrine, the Blood of Jesus was not sufficient. A proper rendering of the Greek words for Hell in regards to the death of Jesus would be translated as grave.

Kenneth Hagin preached a mixture of Kenyon’s New Thought and his own claimed visions of Jesus. Hagin claimed that Jesus Christ appeared to him on eight occasions in which he received hours of one on one instruction on faith, healing and other doctrines. This is in direct violation of Galatians 1:6-9

Kenneth Hagin claimed that during a trip to Heaven, that Jesus laid hands on him and transferred a special healing anointing, and that if people believed in that anointing that they would be healed. Hagin’s sister died of cancer, his brother-in-law died of cancer, his wife was sick for years, and his grandson had medical treatment for a brain tumor. Many of his students have died of cancer and other diseases.

Kenneth Hagin claimed that Jesus said that when Hagin was speaking out of the Spirit, that if people did not receive what was said, that they would die. This is nothing but spiritual control and manipulation.

Charles Capps, another Word of Faith teacher, that specializes in positive confession of the Word, has had to wear thick eye glasses for years. It is reported that his wife had to have a major organ transplant.

Numerous Word of Faith teachers are under Senate investigation because of their extravagant lifestyles which are financed through seed faith offerings.

Kenneth Copeland, another prominent Word of Faith teacher, has had to cancel meetings because of health issued. He is refusing to cooperate to with the Senate even though he has taught extensively on submission to authority.

Many Word of Faith churches are very controlling and teach the tithe far more than they do the cross. many Word of Faith people are living in a state of continuous fear because they believe that whatever they will say will come to pass.

The Word of Faith teaches that believers can create and change their circumstances by mixing their words with faith.

The Word of Faith teaches that God no longer can do anything upon the earth because He has put Man in charge.

The Word of Faith teaches that we were healed by the stripes of Jesus on Calvary. If this were true then everyone would automatically be healed at the moment of salvation. Word of Faith teaches that man should have a lifespan of 120 years. Kenneth Hagin told a crowd of 7,000 people that he would live to be 135 years old. He died the next year.

The Word of Faith takes hundreds of scriptures out of context to build their doctrines. They use Old Testament promises to Israel to promise health, wealth and total victory for the Church.

If you used a computer word counter, the tithe would be mentioned far more than repentance or Calvary. That is because the Word of Faith is obsessed with money and materialism.

The Word of Faith uses many of the same formulas as does witchcraft and New Age.

The Word of Faith preachers constantly report incredible miracle healings as a result of their prayers, but the fact is that there are no healings that do not involve medical treatments. A true miracle is when someone is healed instantly of a serious organic disease or injury without the aid of medicine.

The Word of Faith is full of teachers such as Mike Murdock which tell people that if they will send money that God will send miracles.

The Word of Faith is obsessed with faith. It is a religious system that is based on works and formulas that do not work. Word of Faith churches have just as many people die of sickness as any other denomination. 
Word of Faith people suffer the same afflictions as other believers all over the world. Word of Faith people promise Divine protection, but die in plane crashes, car accidents and other tragedies just like other believers do.

The Word of Faith message is that man is in control of his destiny. It is Humanism. It is the Gospel of me, myself and I.

http://faithpreacher.blogspot.com/2009/04/true-facts-about-word-of-faith-movement.html
My RHEMA days
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/05/11/my-rhema-days/
May 11, 2009

I am a 1998 RHEMA Bible Training Center grad. I wish that I had never heard of the place, and I wish that I had never heard of Kenneth Hagin. I was heavily involved in the Rhema culture and teachings for fourteen years. I feel like it was a total waste of my life and money. If it wasn’t for Romans 8:28 I would cry about it every day.
Most of my friends and folks thought that I was crazy for getting involved with the Word of Faith, but I wouldn’t listen to any of them. I was obsessed with faith and wanted to be so full of faith that I could move mountains. I had several ministers warn me that the teaching at RHEMA were out of balanced and dangerous but I believed in Kenneth Hagin and his visions.
Kenneth Hagin was a preacher and prophet that claimed to have been visited by Jesus Christ on at least eight occasions. At other times he was visited by Angles, went to Hell three times and up to the Throne Room of Almighty God. It has also been well documented that Kenneth Hagin plagiarized massive amounts of writings by EW Kenyon, who taught and mix of Christianity, Christian Science and New Age. I felt that if I went to RHEMA, that I would be around the Prophet of God and that I would become a giant of faith. I wanted control of my life and circumstances. I felt that RHEMA was the greatest place on the planet. I left the Birmingham Police Department with my early retirement pension and rented my house out and moved to Tulsa. My whole two and a half years in Tulsa cost me around thirty grand in expenses and tuition. It was a terrible time as far as money goes, and it didn’t feel too good to watch teachers and pastors driving around in Lexus and luxury vehicles all of the time.
RHEMA was a very strange place to attend church and school. I always had to battle offense and the willie jillies. The place felt wrong on the inside. It was all about faith, submitting to authority, and money. We sang about money. There were faith emblems and faith flower beds and even a gigantic faith shield on the roof that you could see from miles away.
I had come from a background of having been through Marine boot camp at Parris Island, and I had also been through the Police Academy. RHEMA was just as strict. They had more rules than a prison camp. They had ushers with walkie talkies everywhere, armed security, and they would not let you use the bath room during offering time. I was constantly being rebuked and fussed at. We had to have special stickers on our cars so that we could be spotted if we were at places that we shouldn’t be in. We had all kinds of dress codes and rules to abide by. If you were one second late, you got sent to admissions.
I only took one class on prosperity the whole two years, but prosperity was preached night and day. I became an expert on tithing. I heard way more about the tithe than I ever did about the cross. Some of the instructors were rude and harsh and some of them were really awesome. It was an unwritten rule that we could not ask questions during class. One time a black lady got fussed at for saying amen too much. They taught us that there was one specific dance in the Spirit, and that all other dancing was flesh. They were into the Holy Laughter thing real big when I was there, but they would also kick you out of class for laughing too much. They would also take of running during the church services and classes and do speed laps till they fell out, but you could also be kicked out of the service at other times.
Kenneth Hagin was to RHEMA what Brigham Young is to BYU. We held him in high regard and he was treated with the upmost of respect. He would tell us hours of stories and spend hours telling us his visions. Here I was at RHEMA, sitting at the very feet of God’s anointed prophet! I even shook hands with him a few times.
I will say this honestly. I never felt a lick of love there except from two instructors. It was very controlling, very rigid, and extremely legalistic. It was like being in boot camp in many ways.
Many RHEMA grads go onto to start churches and duplicate everything that RHEMA was. There are hundreds of Word of Faith churches all over the world that are cookie cutters of RHEMA. I have been to many of them over the years. I have been screamed at by one of their directors for asking questions. There are many grads out there pastoring the same way they were handled at RHEMA. I call it mirroring. Kenneth Hagin claimed that he was a prophet and told many horror stories that scared us. There was much teaching on submission and obedience.
As I look back on my fourteen years of living in that culture and atmosphere, and can now see where I was spiritually abused and manipulated. I can see that I spent fourteen years in legalism and fear. I was brainwashed with a different message than the one found in the Gospel. It was a terrible experience. I am still in the healing and restoration process. It will take a lot of time.
I get emails from RHEMA grads all the time that had the same problems and experiences. For a long time I thought that I was the only one. Now I correspond with RHEMA grads on a daily basis. There is even a large church in Tulsa that is starting a recovery group for RHEMA grads! That is awesome. There are thousands of people that have left the Word of Faith that need help and time to heal. Many of them will no longer go to any kind of church. These people need our love and prayers.
http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/05/my-rhema-days.html
The great healing revival?
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/05/25/healing-revival/
May 25, 2009

I started listening to Kenneth Hagin in 1994 and I graduated from RHEMA Bible Training Center in 1998. I heard an awful lot about the Great Healing Revival that took place underneath the big Gospel tents all across the country from 1947 until 1953. At RHEMA we studied the key players in this healing revival and we even watched old black and white films of the services and the healings. Kenneth Hagin and some of the other instructors gave us many testimonies of incredible healings and miracles from this era in Pentecostal history.
True to my Obsessive Compulsive nature, I dove into the history of the Healing Revival with all of my being. I read every book that I could find on it. I studied AA Allan, William Branham, Jack Coe and the others night and day. I had a night security job with Oral Roberts and I often sneaked into the archives room to watch those black and white films and to listen to the sermons on tape. One night I took Oral Robert’s microphones that he used in the tent meetings and held it against my heart and cried out to God for the same healing anointing. From 1994 to 2008 I read and studied faith and healing.

I went to see all of the main faith healers in action, and even assisted some of them back stage. I have been to see Benny Hinn, Joyce Myers, Kenneth Hagin, Kenneth Hagin Jr, Kenneth Copeland, TL Osborne, Oral Roberts, Richard Roberts and many others.

I never ever saw one single miracle, ever. My definition of a miracle is when someone is instantly cured through prayer of an incurable disease or injury without the help of a doctor or medicine. Now I have witnessed many people testify of being healed, but I never saw a blind man see, or a retarded child healed or some double amputee get his limbs back. I have never seen anyone get raised from the dead.

It took me fourteen long years to realize that I had been swept away in a world of deception and corruption. In 2008 I began to intensely research the “OTHER SIDE” of the Healing Revival. It never happened. Plain and simple. Millions of people were caught up into the emotion of hope and hype that they swallowed everything that they heard the faith healers say. Many, many sincere Christians were scammed out of their money.

There is a complete psychology on how to fake healing meetings and how to manipulate people into coming forward to claim healings. On the right hand side of my blog, there is a link named “How to fake a healing” that you can clink onto to study how this is done. You can also read the wonderful book called “Counterfeit Revival” to see how easy it is to hypnotize a church crowd into an emotional frenzy that even has temporary psychosomatic results.

Faith Healing is a very lucrative and profitable business venture. There are many ministers out there raking in billions of dollars while enjoying a cult like following from sincere people that want to experience the power of God. There have been many movies made about the subject including “The Miracle Woman”, “Leap of Faith” and “Elmer Gentry”. Those movies used to make me mad when I was in the Word of Faith, but now they make me realize how foolish I had been!

Please do not email me some miracle testimony unless you can prove it with documentation, medical records and sworn affidavits. By miracle I mean the kind Jesus and the Apostles did on a daily basis for free with no offerings or jets.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/05/great-healing-revival.html
Benny Hinn’s ministry style compared to the way Jesus healed
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/05/25/benny-hinns-and-the-way-jesus-healed/
May 25, 2009

Benny Hinn is a showman. He has been investigated many times by reporters, scholars and media because of his extravagant lifestyle, his outrageous claims of miracles, and his rotten to the core theology. He is currently under investigation by a Senator.
It fascinates me that there are so many Christians out there that follow Benny Hinn with absolute blind faith. Faith so blind that they cannot see the glaring obvious!

HBO recently did a follow up investigation of thirteen people that Benny Hinn claimed to have been healed in his meetings. None of the people had been healed.

The Jesus of the Bible had a completely different style of ministry. His healings were real and undeniable. He cured everything instantly and permanently. The people that Jesus healed did not have to follow up with chemo therapy or radiation. Jesus opened eyes that had been blind since birth. Jesus raised the dead and made the maimed whole.
Benny Hinn heals no one, but he makes bold claims.

Benny travels in luxury, wears flashy clothing, performs theatrics such as waving his hands across the congregation to make people fall out. I don’t see in the Bible where Jesus blew on people to make them fall out, or throw his robe at folks to make them fall out, but Benny does all the time. None of this is Biblical. 
The Bible has no examples of Jesus and the Apostles laying hands on people and making them fall out. Jesus always reflected honor and glory to the Father. Jesus traveled on foot and lived among the poor. Benny flies in jets and has paid hotel tabs of over three thousand dollars for one night. Jesus had nowhere to lay his head but Benny has an expensive mansion.

Jesus taught the very words of the Father, in Spirit and truth. Benny’s teaching is so scattered and bizarre that his sermons cause roars of laughter from theologians.

I have heard Benny preach some of the silliest doctrines that I have ever heard.

Hopefully one day Trinity Broadcasting Network-TBN will quit selling the Gospel and start sharing it.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/05/benny-hinns-ministry-style-compared-to.html
My old Word of Faith God
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/06/19/my-old-word-of-faith-god/
June 19, 2009

My Word of Faith God is quite different than the God that I serve now. Nowhere close.
Our associate pastor, Brad, has been teaching on the attributes of God at his house on Wednesday nights. Everything that I am learning is different from what I was taught by Kenneth Hagin and other instructors at RHEMA Bible Training Center.

In one of my first classes at RHEMA, the instructor asked: “What does God look like?” He then went on to read several passages from the Bible about the finger of God, the eyes of the Lord, the right arm of God and so on. The conclusion was that God looks like a man. That is exactly what the Mormons believe. “As were are, God once was, as God is, we shall be” is a favorite doctrinal saying of the Mormon Church. That is very similar to the Word of Faith God that has a human shaped body. Kenneth Hagin claimed that he saw the outline of God’s throne while he was on one of his trips to Heaven, but the Bible states that God is a spirit and that he is invisible. The Bible uses symbolism to communicate the mind of God to simple humans. Martin Luther said the Word of God is God’s baby talk to us.

In my Word of Faith experience, God was always limited to my ability to have faith. All of my answered prayers and blessings were all up to me to have faith and to make the right confessions. The reality was that my faith was no bigger than the next person’s faith. I still had fears and doubts. In other words, if everything was riding on me being able to “believe” God, then I was in trouble. Kenneth Hagin often quoted one of the Wesley’s as saying: “it seems as though God can do nothing less we ask Him”. We were taught everyday at RHEMA about faith. Faith was the key that unlocked the doors of God’s blessings.

We could have absolute protection by having faith in the 91st Psalm. WE could walk in Divine Health by believing the Word. We could live in prosperity by sowing seeds. Everything God could do for me rested in my ability to perform. My God was limited to my faith and to my confession. My God was powerless. My God was not Sovereign, He was always being hindered by my weak faith. My God was limited to my ability to have faith.

On Wednesday nights we focus on all of the Scriptures that express the attributes of God. One of my favorites is First Kings 8:27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee”. WOW! God is way bigger than some faith being limited to a human-like body. The entire universe cannot limit Him. In Psalms 103:19 says “The Lord hath prepared His throne in the heavens, and His Kingdom ruleth over all”. God is not limited. God is not frustrated. God cannot be diminished. God is Sovereign, which means that He CAN and DOES all things that He desires. He is not dependent on man for anything whatsoever.

The Word of Faith belittles God. The Word of Faith reduces Jesus and elevates man to a god. It is nothing but Humanism.

The God in the Bible is all powerful and Sovereign. God is in control, all of the time. By the way, Word of Faith teacher Kenneth Copeland has stated that God is six feet three inches tall and weighs two hundred pounds. Crazy teaching. That means that I weigh more than God does. So do many women. 

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/06/my-word-of-faith-god.html
The Word of Faith and sign gifts
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2009/06/19/the-word-of-faith-and-sign-gifts/
June 19, 2009

I grew up in the Baptist Church until I was 21 years old. Then I backslid for ten years and never went to church while I was in the Marines or when I was a Police Officer. Then in 1994 I started attending Word of Faith churches. I attended RHEMA Bible Training Center from 1996 to 1998 and sat under the teaching ministry of Kenneth Hagin. Then I pastored a Word of Faith church for ten years. I left the Word of Faith Movement and the pastorate in October of 2008. I am now hooked up with Seven Springs Church.

After almost two years of extensive study, I no longer believe that the Sign Gifts, that are listed in 1st Corinthians 12:7-10 are real in the Church today. I do not see any evidence of these gifts in the Church today. I believe they were intended for the Apostolic Age to confirm the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the Apostles and Early church folks. To the Jews of the day, the Gospel of Jesus Christ was so radically different than the Law of Moses, that God had to confirm it through mighty and indisputable signs and wonders. That is the same way God always spoke to Israel. In the Exodus, in the days of the Prophets, and in the dawning of the Church, God displayed and confirmed His message with powerful signs. These are the only three times in History that God has done this. The rest of the time man has had to rest on the Word of God.

Let’s look at these sign gifts for a few minutes and see if they do indeed operate in the Church today:

1) Word of Wisdom. 

In the Word of Faith, this means that someone gives you a precise bit of supernatural advanced knowledge about something in your life. Other denominations have different definitions of these gifts, but I am coming from a Word of Faith perspective. I cannot say that I have seen this operate in all honesty (I have –Michael). Everyone that had a “word” for me missed it. And they always knew enough about my life to say things that rang true. I cannot ever remember a time where someone spoke a word to me that came to pass that had absolutely no knowledge of my life. Not once.

2) Word of Knowledge. 

This is when someone speaks about your past or current situation. Again, I cannot name one time where someone did this, without having some knowledge of me (I have –Michael). Every time someone has spoken a word to me they either knew me, or we knew someone in common. Many, many preachers pass information about church folks to each other.

3) Gift of Miracles. 

I have never seen a true Biblical miracle (I have –Michael). I don’t know of any person in the world that can do miracles. I’m talking about raising someone from the dead, changing rocks into bread, parting the oceans, etc. Be real, no one is doing this stuff, although television is full of preachers lying about these things.

4) Gift of healings. 

I don’t know of a single person that has the Gift to heal anyone. (I know of several –Michael) That crap in Lake Land with Todd Bentley was a complete fraud. There is no evidence of anyone getting cured without medicine of serious diseases without doctors. Show me one single amputee that has been healed. Show me one single retarded person that has been healed. Show me one single deformed person that has been healed.

5) Gift of Faith. 

Has anyone been moving any mountains lately? I have never seen anyone move a mountain.

7) Tongues and interpretation of tongues. 

In the Bible, this is when people proclaimed the Gospel in known languages that were unknown to them. For instance, it would be like me speaking the Gospel in French having never known the language. I have never seen anyone do this to my knowledge (I have –Michael). In fact, I have been to thousands of Word of Faith services, and I have never seen these gifts operate in a genuine way that cannot be explained away.
8) Gift of Prophesy. 

In the Word of Faith, this means to tell the future. I have heard tons of prophesies that were bogus and fell to the ground.

(I experienced genuine prophecy –Michael).
9) Gift of discernment. 

Ummmm, maybe this one is still active, but Word of Faith people don’t operate in it!

I do believe in the supernatural power of God. I believe that God can heal and that He answers prayers. I also believe that Familiar Spirits operate in the Church and deceive millions through bogus gifts. I can give a lot of testimonies and evidences that these “gifts” have been used to manipulate millions of sincere Christians.

http://junkerjorge1.blogspot.com/2009/06/sign-gifts.html
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PROSPERITY GOSPEL AND THE CATHOLIC-ERROL FERNANDES  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL_AND_THE_CATHOLIC-ERROL_FERNANDES.doc
PROSPERITY GOSPEL VERSUS THE POVERTY GOSPEL-EDDIE RUSSELL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL_VERSUS_THE_POVERTY_GOSPEL-EDDIE_RUSSELL.doc
PROSPERITY GOSPEL-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc  

***SCANDALS OF THE PROSPERITY AND SUCCESS GOSPEL PREACHERS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SCANDALS_OF_THE_PROSPERITY_AND_SUCCESS_GOSPEL_PREACHERS.doc
THE PRAYER OF JABEZ AND THE PROSPERITY GOSPEL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PRAYER_OF_JABEZ_AND_THE_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL.doc
FR JOSE VETTIYANKAL-WRONG TEACHINGS AND DUBIOUS PROPHECIES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOSE_VETTIYANKAL-WRONG_TEACHINGS_AND_DUBIOUS_PROPHECIES.doc
BRO. JOHNSON SEQUEIRA'S 'WORD-FAITH' THEOLOGY AND 'PROSPERITY' GOSPEL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BRO_JOHNSON_SEQUEIRAS_WORD-FAITH_THEOLOGY_AND_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL.doc
WHY JOHNSON SEQUEIRA MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO PREACH IN CATHOLIC PARISHES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_JOHNSON_SEQUEIRA_MUST_NOT_BE_ALLOWED_TO_PREACH_IN_CATHOLIC_PARISHES.doc 

WHY JOHNSON SEQUEIRA MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO PREACH IN CATHOLIC PARISHES-02 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_JOHNSON_SEQUEIRA_MUST_NOT_BE_ALLOWED_TO_PREACH_IN_CATHOLIC_PARISHES-02.doc 

WHY JOHNSON SEQUEIRA MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO PREACH IN CATHOLIC PARISHES-03 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_JOHNSON_SEQUEIRA_MUST_NOT_BE_ALLOWED_TO_PREACH_IN_CATHOLIC_PARISHES-03.doc
BENNY HINN-'GOOD MORNING HOLY SPIRIT'-ERRORS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BENNY_HINN-GOOD_MORNING_HOLY_SPIRIT-ERRORS.doc
