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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER WORD OF FAITH/PROSPERITY GOSPEL BELIEVER – 27
My Testimony: Phenerk
https://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2010/01/07/phenerks-ex-word-of-faith-testimony/        
January 7, 2010
I was Word of Faith in Tulsa (WoF) for almost 13 years. I must admit during that time I probably grew in many areas of my spiritual life more than I had up to that point, but I also must admit that I was also becoming a bigger and bigger ‘flake’ in many areas, too. Each time I’ve given a portion of this testimony, the WoF will say that I was not really WoF during this period of my life. I can only say that with all the honesty I can muster that I was as sincere in my WoF beliefs as I knew to be. I studied under some of the “greats”; Billy Joe Daugherty, Ken Cope, Jerry Seville, Fred Price, Buddy Harrison, Ken Hagin, Charlie Capps, and a cast of many more. In fact, we were members of Beverly Hills Baptist in Dallas during the ‘hay days’ of Howard Conaster. I knew the WoF scriptures and I lived them. I realized, however that even though we were ‘believing’, confessing, giving, and serving in the WoF way, our lives were no more blessed or miraculous than some of our Baptist friends. Our group was getting sick, losing jobs, divorcing, and having trials just like the Baptists we knew. Then joy of joys, my dear wife got pregnant with our second child after three miscarriages! We confessed and praised over the blessing (we never said a word about the miscarriages – that would have been a bad confession and an admission that we were not living the victorious life we said we were). Our baby was born big and healthy just like we and the WoF church we attended had confessed. Eighteen hours later, he was gone. There we were alone in the hospital wondering why. After my wife was able to come home we began the process of laying our boy to rest and went to our church and talked with the associate pastor. During our talk we asked him the question on our hearts … why? That’s when he went through a number of scriptures to show that we must have allowed Satan in with either unbelief, sin, or bad confessions. Since I knew my heart better than him, I knew that I had done the best I could have and it “didn’t work”! From that day we became more sensitive to the WoF insensitivity towards the pain and suffering around them.
I “stumbled” into a fine Baptist church right there in our neighborhood that we began to worship in. I was amazed at the topics that were emphasized that were never mentioned in the WoF circles we traveled in. Topics such as discipleship, and a daily quiet time. We still have several friends from that time that are WoF. One now suffers from a painful nerve condition that he says he’s healed of. Most of the others have divorced or they are WoF/Christians by association only. 
The biggest regret from my exposure to WoF was the smug I’m-more-spiritual-than-thou attitude I carried for many years after leaving WoF. I’m certain I hurt many dear people’s feelings during the time after leaving the WoF sect.

Many more testimonies at http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.htm
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