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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (EPISCOPALIAN) – 104
Woman Episcopalian priest converts to Catholicism
Linda Poindexter Defends All-Male, Celibate Clergy
http://www.zenit.org/article-2210?l=english
WASHINGTON, D.C., August 30, 2001 (Zenit.org) - In 1999 the wife of Rear Admiral John Poindexter, a onetime national security adviser to U.S. President Ronald Reagan, ended her 13 years as an Episcopal priest. Linda Poindexter became Catholic. She spoke recently with the National Catholic Register http://www.ncregister.com.

Q: Your first "conversion" was from the Disciples of Christ Church to the Episcopalian Church. How did that come about?
Poindexter: John and I married in 1958. He had graduated the Naval Academy. The Protestant chapel services the midshipmen attended were always according to the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer. You could attend another church in town, but at the Navy chapel the Protestant service was Episcopal. Back then, attendance at some service was mandatory.
I was down there most weekends when we were dating so I’d become quite accustomed to the services by the time we were married. John was raised a Methodist, so we looked at several churches when we married and quickly settled on the Episcopal Church, primarily for the liturgical part of the worship.

Q: What was your attitude toward the Catholic Church?
Poindexter: Growing up I always thought my Catholic friends had the neatest church in the world. Going to Mass with them in the '40s and '50s was so dramatic and so moving. I also thought, "Catholic kids really have to do something," and I found that very appealing. Something was demanded of them.

Q: You've said that the emphasis on the communion service in your childhood church prepared you for your conversion. What else did?
Poindexter: In this very Protestant church where I grew up they had a small chapel, and it was called "Madonna Chapel" -- a Protestant chapel called Madonna Chapel!
I can remember there was a painting of the Blessed Mother in the front of this little chapel. Somebody must have donated it and put it up there, but I found that unusual. It's always been a Protestant thing that Catholics "worship" Mary, and it's wrong. But to have this chapel in there, it just makes my mind click. I've been given an awful lot of gifts along the way. It's amazing how long it takes for it to sink in.

Q: What finally led you into the Catholic Church?
Poindexter: There is a tendency among Protestants to "think for themselves" and that's what's led to so many differing denominations. 
There is an unclear sense of authority. I was able to accept the structure of the Church's authority more easily. Thus I am at peace, and because I believe, I don't have to argue with others about it. It certainly makes sense that God would have chosen this kind of structure to let people know about him and about what they're supposed to be doing.
Of course, Newman said it much better than I do. The first thing I did when I felt drawn to the Church was to buy Newman's "Apologia." I guess he's the standard for Anglicans who become Catholic. I had underlined the passage where he talks about authority.

Q: What was your next step?
Poindexter: When I was serving in a parish, I'd find it difficult to pray in the same place that I worked. There was a Catholic Church just a few minutes away, so I'd pop in there for some quiet prayer. I'd put a scarf around my neck to hide the clerical collar. I remember feeling something like a wish, "Maybe I could be here someday."


Q: In your studies, did you come across the Marian strains in Martin Luther's writings? Apparently, the founder of Protestantism was very fond of her.
Poindexter: Yes, I know he was, though I didn't really study Luther until seminary. In seminary we did some reading into Luther, and he certainly was Marian. As an Episcopalian I had no problem with that.
I was always very drawn to learning more about Mary. What I do then is buy a lot of books I don't have time to read, thinking I'd develop a course on the Episcopal understanding of Mary. Many in the Episcopal Church are very dismissive about the Catholic reverence and devotion to Mary. A lot of people are now thinking the baby got thrown out with the bath water, that they've robbed themselves by not understanding and venerating the Mother herself.

Q: What is your perception of the all-male priesthood? Having been an Episcopalian priest, did this pose a problem for you later?
Poindexter: In the context of the Roman Catholic Church, I believe in and support the all-male, celibate priesthood. I find it difficult to accept intellectually all the reasons for this, but I am content to believe that the magisterium of the Church is divinely guided and inspired and perhaps may contain more truth than my own thinking on the subject. Within the Anglican Communion and the various Protestant communities, it is a different matter.
I do believe that many women are very gifted in many pastoral, educational and administrative capacities and I am happy to see that the Catholic Church is striving to allow those gifts to be used.

Q: Should Catholics allow married clergy, as the Episcopalians do?
Poindexter: In our parish, we happen to have a married former Episcopal priest, and I felt very drawn to talk to him when I first considered converting.
That's a tough thing, trying to support a wife and family and to change your whole life is very difficult.
I think the celibate priesthood is the way to go. I said that all the time I was actively in a parish, and I began to understand the gift. It's tough to give your all to a parish and give your all to a spouse and family.
Then I see younger women with children and I don't see how they're doing this. Once you've taken marital vows you do have those obligations. It becomes most confusing. The way it seems to have worked out in the Episcopal Church is that people are overly concerned now with their contracts and their benefits, their time off and all the rest of it, because that's necessary if you're going to be part of a family.
But that means it becomes a 9-to-5 job, which means many of them won't do anything on a day off. You've got to go find somebody else. If somebody dies on your day off, that's too bad. It's a very awkward situation. Granted everybody needs some free time, and I'm glad when they get it, but it is just very difficult when you have a family.
I see Episcopal priests taking off to pick up their kids from school, and they have this and that, and then I hear Catholics say we have to have married priests because we're so short [of priests]. That's just not a good reason. You don't know what you're asking for. For one thing, are you prepared to triple your parish budget?
It becomes a very different view of the priesthood. There's just something very special about someone who has the gift of celibacy and is set apart for that reason. There again we get into the awe and mystery that I think contributes to that.
Catholic Church Accepts Woman Priest as Convert

http://wwrn.org/articles/2000/?&place=north-america&section=anglican 
"U. S. Newswire," July 26, 2001

CHICAGO -- The following was released today by the Catholic lay institute Miles Jesu: 

''I was an Episcopalian priest'' says Linda Poindexter, wife of American Rear Admiral John Poindexter. Now, she is a Catholic laywoman. 

This conversion to Catholicism of a high-ranking religious leader is not an isolated incident. Recent years have shown a growing worldwide trend in the conversion to Catholicism of religious leaders from all faiths. Why are so many high-ranking religious personalities converting? In interviews, most of these converts state that through research, prayer and personal epiphanies they have come to view the Catholic faith as the one, true, Christian faith. 

None of these conversions seem to be a spur of the moment decision as, in many cases, these converts sacrificed titles and responsibilities to become a member of the faith. One such convert is Msgr. Graham Leonard, the former Anglican Bishop of London. Msgr. Leonard was the third highest-ranking Anglican prelate when retired from his position as Bishop of London in order to become a Catholic. He is history's highest-ranking Anglican prelate to embrace Catholicism. 

Along with those who are converting to the Catholic Church, there are also many who are returning to the Church that they left years ago. Robert ''Bible Bob'' Sungenis is one of these. After leaving the Catholic Church in his youth he became a well-known Bible expert, who had a national radio program on Family Radio. For years he spent his time especially working to convince Catholics that their Church was not a ''Biblical Church.'' This went on for many years before he realized that the Catholic Church was not only a ''Biblical Church'' it was the Church that Christ founded and the Church he needed to belong to. Now he spends his time reaching out to others who have left the Church. 

Another noteworthy convert, Marcus Grodi, a former Presbyterian Pastor, has founded the Coming Home Network on EWTN. The Network literally forms a network of helpers around the country to assist potential converts on their journey. 
''There are over 500 'primary members' (of the Coming Home Network) for whom their conversion to the Catholic Church has a direct and dramatic impact on their vocation, how they support their family, their education, their ordination and their marriages. Right now, we have over 200 Protestant clergymen that we're working with who are somewhere on the journey. We have representatives from over 50 denominations in America who have come into the Church,'' states Grodi. 

The need for organizations such as The Coming Home Network illustrate that the numbers of conversions of men and women ministers are dramatic and growing. Most notable among the converts are: Linda Poindexter, who relinquished the prestige and influence of being an Episcopalian priest to become a Catholic laywoman; Marcus Grodi, former Presbyterian Pastor and founder of the Coming Home Network and Rt. Hon. John Gummer, MP, member of the British Parliament. 

Those interested in hearing the testimonies of these converts will have the opportunity at the Path to Rome conference, November 2-4 in Madrid, Spain. Along with the conference there will also be a pilgrimage of many sites in Spain and Portugal. The conference is sponsored by the Catholic lay institute, Miles Jesu. For registration or information on the conference, contact 1-800-206-TOUR or 1-800-654-7945 or visit www.pathtorome.com.
Also at: http://catholicexchange.com/woman-priest-converts-to-catholicism/ 

Goodbye, Proud World, I'm Going Home

http://www.newoxfordreview.org/reviews.jsp?did=0605-gardiner EXTRACT
                                                            By Anne Barbeau Gardiner 

Anne Barbeau Gardiner is Professor Emerita of English at John Jay College of the City University of New York. She is author, most recently, of Ancient Faith and Modern Freedom in John Dryden’s The Hind and the Panther (Catholic University of America Press).
The Catholic Mystique: Fourteen Women Find Fulfillment in the Catholic Church[image: image1.png]


. Edited by Jennifer Ferrara and Patricia Sodano Ireland. Our Sunday Visitor Books. 299 pages 
This timely, inspiring book consists of 14 essays, each by a contemporary woman recounting her conversion to the Catholic Church. These American women come from various religious backgrounds. Several were feminist liberals and Protestant ministers before their conversion. It is heartening to read how these intelligent women, earnest seekers after truth and holiness, eventually found their way into the Church. Their stories are full of rich and fascinating detail, but this review will touch only on three things that interconnect their stories: courage, the need for Church authority, and the discovery that holiness is a journey.
Linda Poindexter — who had once been "politically pro-choice" but was now convinced that all abortions were against God’s will — was distressed when her Church refused to condemn even partial-birth abortions, as well as when her fellow clergy declared that homosexual "unions" could be blessed and active homosexuals ordained. Those who disagreed with these moral novelties were called "unchristian and unloving." Poindexter thought a Church should not advocate "constantly changing standards for truth," since there exists "a truth beyond all our individual conceptions of truth."

Humility is a virtue closely linked to magnanimity. We see this in Linda Poindexter’s essay, where she confides that she had "much to learn about obedience and humility." Only "gradually" did the "good Lord" teach her the reasons "for authority, for a Church that is unafraid to speak God’s will and Word to His people." She has come to feel gratitude for the "centuries of Tradition that offered assurance of the timeless beliefs of the Church."
In these stories, humility sometimes permeated a convert’s personal life, with surprising results. One of them found herself able to return to Mary as Mother of God "unfettered by feminist mistrust of her submissiveness," and another so impressed her husband by her hidden practice of humility that he decided to look into a religion that had visibly changed her for the better. His search resulted in conversion. She adds that when she put Ephesians 5:22 into practice, she realized it meant "honor and respect, not doormat passivity."
Linda Poindexter observes that "Protestants often do not know what to do with their sufferings." For Catholics it is "imperative" to offer up "pain or sorrow as prayer for others," since it is a privilege "to participate in the redemptive suffering of Christ." She notes that the realization that "there is a use for pain (a redemptive purpose)" helps us endure it.

