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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (EPISCOPALIAN) – 116
Retired bishop announces plans to become Roman Catholic

http://archive.episcopalchurch.org/81803_92070_ENG_HTM.htm
By Mary Frances Schjonberg, Episcopal News Service, November 26, 2007

John B. Lipscomb, who recently retired as bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida, has announced his intention to leave the Episcopal Church to join the Roman Catholic Church. 

In a November 20 letter, Lipscomb told the members of the diocese that he had written to Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori asking to be released from his ordination vows and "the obligations and responsibilities of a member of the House of Bishops."

Lipscomb wrote that he and his wife, Marcie, have been through "a long season of prayer and reflection" during which they "believe this is the leading of the Holy Spirit and God's call for us for the next chapter of our lives."

Lipscomb becomes the fourth Episcopal Church bishop this year to renounce his orders and become Roman Catholic. Rio Grande Bishop Jeffrey Steenson announced his intention in September; Clarence Pope, former bishop of the Diocese of Fort Worth, announced his plans in August; and Daniel Herzog, former bishop of the Diocese of Albany, did so in late March.

In his statement, Lipscomb told the diocese that he and his wife had met with Robert N. Lynch, bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of St. Petersburg, whom he thanked for "his openness to our request and for his prayerful support."

Lynch said in a statement on his diocesan website that the Lipscombs "will be entered into full communion within the coming month and will reside within and worship at Nativity Church in Brandon where they currently live."

Lynch said that he and two of the diocese's "senior priests" have been in close contact with Lipscomb during his discernment. "It is my fervent hope and prayer that both he and his wife will find spiritual peace among us," Lynch wrote.

He offered Lipscomb's successor, Dabney Smith, "my continued expression of esteem for the Episcopal Church in the United States and my prayers for their local diocese" and he promised to "renew the close collaboration and mutual support which has marked my relationship with Bishop Lipscomb over the years."

Lipscomb told Smith about his actions November 20 at a meeting at the diocesan office in Sarasota. Smith said in a news story on the Southwest Florida website that he is pleased that the Lipscombs "have found their place of spiritual solace."

Smith, 53, who was the rector of Trinity Episcopal Church, New Orleans when he was elected bishop coadjutor on December 9, 2006, was invested as bishop of Southwest Florida on September 15.

Lipscomb, whose health is declining due to Parkinson disease and malaria, had been on medical leave since three days after Smith was elected. He was diagnosed with Parkinson in 2002 and contracted malaria in Africa in 2004.

When Lipscomb announced that leave, he said that if his health permitted a return to work, he would attend the 2008 Lambeth Conference and "affect the transition of jurisdiction to the Fifth Bishop of Southwest Florida in 2009." However, he told the diocese on May 16, 2007 that that he needed to retire on or before November 1. 

Lipscomb has been bishop since 1997. When he called for a bishop coadjutor in October 2004, he anticipated an election in January 2006. However, the House of Bishops agreed on March 15, 2005 to withhold consent to any episcopal election until the start of the 75th General Convention in June 2006, thus delaying election processes in Southwest Florida and some other dioceses.

Lipscomb and Virginia Bishop Peter Lee were the co-conveners of a group of bishops who met September 11-13, 2006 in New York City "to review the current landscape of the church in view of conflicts within the Episcopal Church" with then-Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold, then-Presiding Bishop-elect Katharine Jefferts Schori and Canon Kenneth Kearon, the Secretary General of the Anglican Communion.

After that meeting Lipscomb said that the meeting spoke to "the deep woundedness in the life of our church and to the very deep fissures within it," and opined that "people have generally been in denial that things were as difficult as they are."

"That we weren't able to come to an agreement may not be necessarily the worst thing that could happen, now that we have at least a common acknowledgement that there are deep issues that divide the church," he added.

The Diocese of Southwest Florida comprises about 37,210 Episcopalians worshipping in 78 congregations.

-- The Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg is national correspondent for the Episcopal News Service. 

Former Episcopal bishop Lipscomb now a Catholic priest

http://www.tampabay.com/news/religion/former-episcopal-bishop-lipscomb-now-a-catholic-priest/1056281 

By John Barry, Times Staff Writer, Tampa Bay Times, December 4, 2009

LUTZ — John Lipscomb, the married, 59-year-old former bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwest Florida, was ordained a Catholic priest Wednesday.

The morning after, he expressed joy and a sense of relief. He's at peace, spiritually. He's just a priest now. He's not the boss. 

"The part of the job that never fit was sitting in judgment of other people's lives," he said. "I'm at a point in my life where I want to do the things God called me to do, and not have to make the kinds of decisions that are impossible to make anyway."

"We're happy that John has found his place," said Jim DeLa, the Episcopal Diocese's director of communications. "If this is it for him, God bless him."

Twelve years ago, Lipscomb was elevated to lead nearly 40,000 Southwest Florida Episcopalians in a ceremony that included a chorus of trumpets at the Cathedral Church of St. Peter in St. Petersburg.

Over the next decade, he fought Parkinson's disease and caught malaria on a mission to Kenya. In those same years, dissension tore his church apart. In 2003, he joined 19 bishops in a "statement of sorrow" over the naming of V. Gene Robinson as the first openly gay Episcopalian bishop.

On Wednesday, he was ordained in a private ceremony in the chapel of the woodsy Bethany Center spiritual retreat in Lutz. He is the spiritual director there. His wife, Marcie, and about 100 diocesan priests attended the ordination. His two grown children couldn't be there.

Miami Archbishop John Favalora ordained him. Bishop Robert Lynch, head of the Roman Catholic Diocese of St. Petersburg — 425,000 Catholics strong — gave a welcome. It was Lynch's longest outing since colon surgery in July. Lynch has been a mentor to Lipscomb since his conversion two years ago.

Said Lipscomb: "Tears were shed."

He becomes a Catholic priest just as Pope Benedict XVI has invited hundreds of thousands of disenchanted Anglicans to convert en masse. That includes married Anglican priests. The papal offer last October is aimed at Anglican communities that have opposed their church's liberal stance on gay marriage and the ordination of women priests and gay bishops. 

Lipscomb's ordination was in the works long before that offer. He converted to Catholicism in 2007, a couple of months after his retirement. His ordination was made possible under a process initiated by the late Pope John Paul II. Bishop Lynch assisted him.

He hoped to become a Catholic priest from the moment he converted. "But it wasn't why I came into the church."

He didn't criticize the Episcopal Church then, nor will he now. He said he has arrived at where God has led him — "to a fullness in life."

His Parkinson's and malaria are under control. He looks fit and rested. Under his job as spiritual director at the Bethany Center, he'll organize retreat programs and workshops and help visitors "deepen their spiritual journeys."

He'll be available to celebrate Mass in area churches.

But he won't be bossing, or disciplining or placating. He said he understands Catholics are as contentious — if not more so — as Episcopalians. But his personal ministry isn't a combative one.

"I won't be confronting cultural issues that are not fundamentally important to the Gospel."

This is Lipscomb's third church. His father was a Baptist preacher. He credits his wife for making him an Episcopalian. The two converted to Catholicism together.

His chance at a second spiritual career was "a gift not expected." He uses a word he learned as a young Episcopal priest in Louisiana to describe that gift.

The word is Creole — lagniappe.

It means "a little something extra."

John Barry can be reached at jbarry@sptimes.com or (727) 893-2258.

Why John Lipscomb Became a Catholic

http://vocatum.blogspot.in/2008/05/why-john-lipscomb-became-catholic.html 

May 08, 2008
I believe God is now calling us to continue our ministry to serve in the healing of the visible Body of Christ in the world. I am convinced our Lord’s deepest desire is for the unity of the Church.

I attended a gathering of Catholics in the DFW area a few weeks ago to hear former Episcopalian bishop John Lipscomb share the story of his conversion to the Catholic Church in December 2007. Lipscomb is now waiting to become one of the almost 100 former Episcopalian clergy who have been received into the Catholic Church under the Pastoral Provision since 1980. He had already explained his story in an open letter to his friends in Christ, here. Hearing his story was like a breath of fresh air. So, here are some of his major points, from my notes. Please don't shoot the messenger.
1. The Episcopalian experience was primarily one of inward-looking mediation and reconciliation attempts from day one, and all along Lipscomb was less and less able to be at peace about what he was doing. First, ECUSA continually took positions which refuted sound moral theology. Secondly, the 'gifts' of catholicity that Lipscomb had hoped to infuse into ECUSA were simply not wanted. And, he was just so tired of the jargon which carefully differentiated 'Anglicanism' from ECUSA, and shopped for bishops; to have such a misguided sense of boundaries in the Church is not 'catholic' at all.

2. The unity which John 17 calls for is a unity for the purpose of a united mission. This had become impossible in ECUSA. And, ECUSA's brand of ecumenism apart from truth could never produce any sense of unity at all; added to that is the fact that the English Reformation was about rebellion from the outset, the quest for unity becomes futile. In other words, the Anglican crisis is 500 years old.

3. For those who bristle about the idea of submitting to Catholic authority in the See of Peter, the heart of the issue is that for those who walk in the Spirit, freedom and law are not contradictions; rather than being a burden, the service of Christ in the paces of His authority is not a burden, but perfect freedom.

(Lipscomb suggested that this idea would be most difficult for those who had already submitted to ECUSA's dogma of postmodern relativism, and had agreed to be a community that would merely accommodate the public, or, that would equate Church order with friendly small talk) The straw that ultimately broke the camel's back, he said, was the American Primate explaining that Jesus is actually not the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Here, Lipscomb recommended C. Fitzsimon Allison's The Cruelty of Heresy.

4. Regarding the hope for prophetic action through local options in the world, Lipscomb pointed out that Biblically, prophecy calls God's people to repent and to return to the place they came from. Furthermore, he urged that it is impossible to think that ecclesial communities that are totally opposed in confession and practices from ecclesial communities in other parts of the world (as is the case for the Anglican Communion) will not inevitably contravene each other's mission; they will.

Here, Lipscomb recounted a personal story of meeting with young Rwandans who were former Anglicans, but who had renounced Christianity entirely and converted to Islam since ECUSA's forays from 2003 on.

5. To other clergy, Lipscomb said that when told that he had 'sold out' on the Episcopalian vision, his rejoinder is that he is proud to have sold out to the truth, and that he is eager to bring to the fullness of the Church the fullness of who he is, without compromise.
...My favorite point went to a notion that has become popular in the thought of Episcopalian clergy like Ephraim Radner, who has urged his brothers that the thing to do is to "live in the wounded church" as a way of living the Christian life most fully. The idea is that the wounded church, in her divisions, best reflects the wounded body of her Lord.

I've always thought that there are some serious problems with this idea. First, it's the world that is wounded- and certainly not on account of sharing in the wounds of Christ, but because of sin. It's not a problem to become content with, but a disaster for the Church to fix.

The Church, on the other hand, is the body of those people who are healed by the wounds of Christ- not in order to remain weak and wounded- but so that we may get about the business of healing a broken world. And, we worship the wounds of Christ. To equate the Church with His redemptive wounds seems terribly presumptive. In as much as the Church is the Father's good and perfect gift to the Son, the damages and divisions inflicted and suffered in schismatic communities are antithetical to the Church's very nature.

Yes, the Church is Christ's body in the world, but as a creature she is also qualitatively different from the divine and humanly wounded body of her Lord. What's more, she is a nuptial body, formed in hope and beauty to be Christ's flourishing lover and the mother of His children so that the world may believe... not His ailing convalescent so that the world might empathize.
An Open Letter from Bishop John Lipscomb
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-religion/1929051/posts 
November 20, 2007 TitusOneNine ^ 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I have communicated to the Presiding Bishop my request to be released from my ordination vows and the obligations and responsibilities of a member of the House of Bishops. I have taken this step in order to be received into the Catholic Church. Through a long season of prayer and reflection Marcie and I have come to believe this is the leading of the Holy Spirit and God’s call to us for the next chapter of our lives. We are grateful to our brother in Christ, the Most Rev. Robert N. Lynch, the Bishop of St. Petersburg, for his openness to our request and for his prayerful support. 
I was blessed to grow up in a Christian home where I was given the gift of a deep love for the Lord Jesus Christ and a reverence for God’s revelation of his love and redemptive purpose in the Word written, as well as the Word made Flesh. I was blessed to be brought into the family of the Episcopal Church 40 years ago. I have a deep love for the sacramental life, most especially the Eucharistic sacrifice through which God continues to pour his grace into our lives in the Word that needs no words. 

I will be forever grateful for the opportunities I had to serve this faith community as a deacon and priest. I am most grateful for the opportunity you, the people of the Diocese of Southwest Florida, gave me to serve as your bishop and to participate in the life of the Anglican Communion. You made it possible for me to share in the mission of God that can never be bound by geographical or political barriers. 

I believe God is now calling us to continue our ministry to serve in the healing of the visible Body of Christ in the world. I am convinced our Lord’s deepest desire is for the unity of the Church. 

Marcie and I will never have the words to express to you the depth of our gratitude for the support you gave us during my medical leave and for the joyous celebration of the ministry you allowed us to share with you that brings to a close my ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church. We will pray for the continued health and vitality of the Diocese of Southwest Florida. 

The following prayer by Thomas Merton speaks more eloquently than we can find possible at this moment. Marcie and I have experienced an abundance of God’s grace throughout our lives, and we continue to trust God in the future, which continues to unfold for us: 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself and the fact that I think I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.

