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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (EPISCOPALIAN) – 117
http://www.catholic.org/national/national_story.php?id=31940  

Randy Sly was baptized into the Episcopal Church. After having wandered from the faith, he experienced a genuine conversion as an adult and became a Wesleyan Minister. His journey through the early fathers led him to his time as an Archbishop of the Charismatic Episcopal Church. He and his wife Sandy were received into the full communion of the Catholic Church three years ago.
http://www.catholic.org/national/national_story.php?id=44340
Randy Sly is the Associate Editor of Catholic Online and the CEO/Associate Publisher for the Northern Virginia Local Edition of Catholic Online (http://virginia.catholic.org). 
Former CEC Archbishop and Wife Become Catholic

http://www.catholic.org/national/national_story.php?id=26148
By Deacon Keith Fournier, Catholic Online (www.catholic.org) December 11, 2007

"Sandy and I had found ourselves moving deeper into catholic Christianity during our tenure in the CEC. More recently, the draw toward full communion in the Roman Catholic Church had grown greater and became a very strong call in the six months prior to our conversion. We are delighted to continue our service to Jesus Christ and His Church as Catholics." Randy Sly

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA - Randolph W. Sly, former Archbishop of the Charismatic Episcopal Church and one of the early founders of the CEC in 1992, was received into full communion with the Roman Catholic Church, along with his wife, Sandra, on November 12, 2006 at St. Benedict Catholic Church in Richmond, Virginia. 
Sly indicated this decision came from an extended time of discernment for the two of them. "We were at a point last summer personally and ecclesiastically in the CEC where I felt a change was coming. Sandy and I had found ourselves moving deeper into catholic Christianity during our tenure in the CEC. More recently, the draw toward full communion in the Roman Catholic Church had grown greater and became a very strong call in the six months prior to our conversion. We are delighted to continue our service to Jesus Christ and His Church as Catholics." 
Fr. James Kauffmann, Pastor of St. Benedict Catholic Church issued the following statement: "It was my great joy to receive Randy and Sandy Sly into the full communion of the Roman Catholic Church at the Divine Liturgy at Saint Benedict Catholic Parish on November 12, 2006. What a glorious day it was! It was also a wonderful gift to, along with Deacon Keith Fournier, work with the Sly's during their period of catechesis leading up to their reception. Their love for the Lord and the ancient yet ever fresh Catholic Faith is an inspiration. Their prior years of service to the Lord have only prepared them for what lies ahead as they respond to God's continuing invitation to serve Him in the New Evangelization called for by the late Servant of God John Paul II. We welcome them home and eagerly anticipate all that lies ahead for them in the fullness of Catholic faith." 
Even prior to his involvement in the CEC Sly had been known for several years as a major voice of the "Convergence Movement" where the evangelical, charismatic, and liturgical/sacramental streams of the church were coming together as "one mighty river of God." He has been in active pastoral ministry for over 30 years, first with the Wesleyan (Methodist) Church and then with the Charismatic Episcopal Church, where he last served as Archbishop of the Eastern Province and Supervising Archbishop of the Office of Communications. 
Currently, Sly is President of Common Good, a way, a work, and a movement dedicated to the four pillars of the Church’s social teaching: life, family, freedom, and solidarity with the poor. A published author and communications specialist, he is also at work on several book projects as well as other commercial writing and media projects. 
The Sly’s reside in the Northern Virginia community of Potomac Falls, where they are active members of Our Lady of Hope Parish. They have three grown children, all of whom are married and live nearby.
A Catholic Convert Speaks Out: Forget the Stereotypes! I'm Proud to Be a Knight

http://www.catholiconline.com/national/national_story.php?id=37701 
By Randy Sly, August 5, 2010
As a convert, the Knights can play an important role in Catholic formation

Four years later, and now a Fourth degree Knight, I know a lot more about the Fraternal Order than I did back then. While there may be those in the group who fit the stereotyped stories that keep circulating, I found an organization - a fraternal order of brothers - who wanted to serve Christ and His Church while making a huge difference in the world.

WASHINGTON, DC (Catholic Online) - After more than three decades of ministry leadership in the Protestant world, I came into full communion with the Catholic Church in November, 2006. One month later I became a first-degree member of the Knights of Columbus.

I had wanted to meet other men in our parish and have our family connected to other families. The Knights seemed to be the place to be. I saw their badges on our Ushers, Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and the guys that hosted our monthly pancake breakfasts. 

The bulletin was loaded with activities sponsored by the Knights, including a monthly food drive for the poor, monthly blood drive, the Keep Christ in Christmas program, and KOVAR (Knights of Virginia assisting those with Intellectual Disabilities) just to name a few.

As a former leader in the Protestant church, I had just a little knowledge about the Knights and had seen the Fourth Degree Knights marching in parades in their regalia. I had heard "stories" about the organization, ranging from it being another "secret society" to being a bunch of pot-bellied beer drinkers who hung around together playing cards and not doing much else.

Four years later, and now a Fourth degree Knight, I know a lot more about the Fraternal Order than I did back then. While there may be those in the group who fit the stereotyped stories that keep circulating, I found an organization - a fraternal order of brothers - who wanted to serve Christ and His Church while making a huge difference in the world.

While covering the Supreme Convention in Washington DC this week, my pride (using the term in its best sense) of affiliation grew exponentially. The delight in my affiliation didn't come only from the amazing reports of the work of Knights around the world by Supreme Knight Carl Anderson during his annual report.

I was also blessed the people I met there who came from across the United States and other countries. 

Awaiting the opening Mass at the Basilica, I chatted quietly with Wayne and Maryellen Griffin from New Hampshire. Wayne is the State Warden and shared encouraging reports about the work that was going on up there through the state's councils.

Another wonderful couple from Toronto, Ontario, Canada shared their experiences in serving the Church through the Knights for many years. Attending almost every convention since 1992, he had served as a Grand Knight, Faithful Navigator and District Deputy. 

I rode back to the hotel from the Basilica next to a priest from Vera Cruz, Mexico. He was a college professor, provided pastoral service to many parishes and was a Council chaplain. He told me about some of the outreach programs they used down there, holding Masses in malls and even a fitness center. 

Mustering his best English he described the Mass at the fitness center, where people would attend in their workout clothes and have their families come to attend. "It is wonderful when we can take the Church to the community rather than wait for them to come to the Church," he said. 

At the convention, delegates were shown a brand new video about the Order called, "My Brother's Keeper." The video was produced for the Convention, which was themed, "I am my brother's keeper."

The presentation not only spotlighted the large of amount of service provided by the Knights in various parts of the world. Knights have been present to provide support during such disasters as the World Trade Center after 9-11, after Hurricane Katrina and the earthquake in Haiti.

They provide wheelchairs to thousands of people in need, support special Olympics wit manpower and money, and supply ultrasound machines to crisis pregnancy centers.

That doesn't even begin to cover the labor and financial gifts to the church in underwriting education - especially for vocations, special projects for the Holy Father, family life initiatives and the work of pro-life in a multitude of ways.

Knights are also found supporting the military both here and overseas. In fact, they became well known in Europe during World War I for their KC Huts for servicemen, where everyone was welcome and everything was free. They are a strong volunteer component for VA Hospitals.

The Knights 70 millions hours of volunteer service annually are focused primarily on the local parish and community, the places where we live.

I remember my first year in the Knights. I was standing outside a grocery store holding a red bucket, raising funds for those with intellectual disabilities. More than one person stopped and said, "Thank you so much! My child has been helped by a program you funded."
Over the years I have preached to audiences of several thousand eager shining faces but the look on the loving face of a Down’s syndrome girl I talked with at a Special Olympics dinner is the one I will remember.

Knights are also men of faith. Whether it’s ... praying the Rosary before a council meeting, participating in a day of reflection or simply attending Mass with their families, these men have a heart for Christ. They pray in front of abortion clinics, participate in a variety of ways during the Mass as lectors, altar servers and extraordinary ministers, and commit their lives to Christ and His Church.

Some make light of the order's insurance program, forgetting that this was a part of the dream by Father Michael J. McGivney when he founded the Knights over 128 years ago. He wanted financial protection to be afforded for the families of working class Catholic immigrants, who at that time were given the most dangerous, difficult and unhealthy jobs to accomplish.

The Order also is not an insurance joke. Rather, we are one of the most robust insurance companies in America. As Carl Anderson shared in his annual report, "In the 18 years that Standard & Poor's has been rating the Knights of Columbus, there have been three recessions. In the 35 years that we've been rated by A.M. Best, there have been five recessions. And in every single one of those years, we've gotten the highest rating that those companies award."

Not only are we among a handful of exceptional companies, our profits are used to benefit the work of the Church in many ways.

I have no doubt that critics can and will cite exceptions to my observations, but this is the heartbeat of the Order. This is what every Knight is called to be and what every Knight is challenged to do. Those who rise to the occasion exemplify the best of the Order and honor Christ.

As I said, I'm proud to be a Knight. This fraternal brotherhood can truly make a difference in this world as we give ourselves wholly to Christ and the work of the Gospel. As Shakespeare writes in "Henry V" - 

    "From this day to the ending of the world, 

    But we in it shall be remembered- 

    We few, we happy few, we band of brothers.

Randy Sly on Archbishop Timothy Dolan of NY

http://cechealing.wordpress.com/
April 17, 2009 in Charismatic Episcopal Church

Randy Sly, former archbishop in the CEC, reminisces about a visit he had with the newly installed Roman Catholic Archbishop of New York, Timothy Dolan.  This happened when Sly was still in the CEC and accompanied by Bishop Phil Zampino.  Read below for the walk down memory lane.

Archbishop Dolan: You Just Knew He Had Greatness

By Randy Sly, Catholic Online, April 15, 2009
Prior to his entry into the Catholic Church, Randy Sly had the opportunity to visit Archbishop Timothy Dolan when still a bishop in the Charismatic Episcopal Church.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In March 2006 we knocked on the door of the bishop’s residence in Milwaukee and waited to meet a man we knew only by his wonderful reputation – Archbishop Timothy Dolan. I was an archbishop in the Charismatic Episcopal Church at the time.

Bishop Philip Zampino, and I had been invited to be his guest for a few days through the gracious initiative of the Bishop Zampino’s son, David, who knew him.

We were soon greeted by the nun who cooked for the archbishop and undertook other duties, such as chief greeter, when needed. She escorted us into the sitting room where we waited.

Soon the room was filled with a large smile accompanied by the man who wore it. Archbishop Dolan greeted us as though we were old friends and shared his joy that we were able to come for a visit.

His first desire was to hear our stories. He wanted to know more about the CEC and how each of us came to be a part of the denomination. He fastened his gaze on us and listened attentively, interspersing our testimonies with questions and encouraging comments.

That evening still carries strong memories as we sat around his dinner table, eating our meal together while listening to stories of his times at the North American College in Rome, encounters with His Holiness, Pope John Paul II, and the interesting people who made the college their temporary home while visiting the Vatican.
As we walked back to our room at the seminary, both of us were still basking in the warmth of fellowship accorded us by a man who had introduced himself to us by saying, "Hi! I’m Timothy!"
Being bishops not in communion with Rome, we felt very honored that he had accorded us such a warm welcome. And the more we got to know him, the more we realized this was to be expected from a man who truly exuded the love of Christ in abundance.

That’s the other impression I took away from our meetings with the Archbishop. He really loved the Lord Jesus, plain and simple. The Lord was his life and his love. His Pauline-like commitment really came through his words and actions. For him, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

During the visit we talked together and prayed together. His pastor’s heart was evident as was the burden he carried for his churches and flock. He loved the Catholic faith and was always passionate when he talked about it.
I remember talking to someone recently who knew the archbishop. He said, "He’s the kind of bishop who would call you in to correct you for something you had done wrong and when you left you thanked him for the wonderful meeting."
The time we spent with him over those few days flew by. I remember leaving Milwaukee and thinking, "you just know that there is greatness in this man."
We have kept in contact over the past few years. In fact, he was one of the first people I called when my wife and I came to the decision that we would be coming into full communion with the Catholic Church.

"Hallelujah!" he shouted on the other end of the phone. "I wish I could be there but I already have commitments that will keep me from attending. But, be assured of my prayers that day for you." And we were.

I kept in contact with him since that visit. He was a busy man. In addition to his work in providing dynamic leadership to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, he was a popular speaker and was involved in a variety of important roles in the Church.

In recent years we had a "changing of the guard" near my home in Northern Virginia – in the Archdiocese of Baltimore and Washington, DC. Both times I had wondered if the Pope was going to call upon Archbishop Dolan to serve in that place.

When I heard that Cardinal Egan was retiring in New York, it came as no surprise that Pope Benedict would appoint the Most Revered Timothy Dolan to the position. Because you just knew there was greatness in this man

Special Report: Evangelicals Discover Treasures Old and New

http://cechealing.wordpress.com/
By Randy Sly, March 11, 2008, Catholic Online

The Washington Post recently ran a story on Evangelicals doing something new – they were adopting historic church practices. Actually, this is not a new thing. For more than thirty years Evangelicals have been on the Roman Road, the Canterbury Trail, and the pathway to Orthodoxy in large numbers.

WASHINGTON – Washington Post staff writer Jacqueline Salmon wrote a nice story about Evangelicals adopting ancient traditions for the Saturday, March 8 edition.

She documented protestant churches and leaders adopting Lenten practices normally associated with historic Christianity. Beyond Lent, churches were reported to be incorporating communion, confession, and more historic liturgies for public worship.

The only problem with the story is that this is not new phenomenon. In 1976 a group of Evangelical leaders began meeting to discuss historic Christianity and ways in which the Evangelical tradition could more fully embrace the ancient faith. From those meetings, led by Dr. Robert Webber, the group which included Dr. Thomas Howard, Peter Gillquist and others, issued a document called The Chicago Call.

The Chicago Call was a formal appeal to Evangelicals for the recovery of theology and practices of historic Christianity, calling them to a faith that was truly Catholic as well as Evangelical.

"We believe" The Chicago Call states, "that today Evangelicals are hindered from achieving full maturity by a reduction of the historic faith. There is, therefore, a pressing need to reflect upon the substance of the biblical and historic faith and to recover the fullness of this heritage."
The "Call" was made public in the late spring of 1977 at a conference, receiving a favorable but less than half-hearted response from the Evangelical community. A book, Common Roots, written by Webber and published in 1978, chronicles this movement. Webber continued to develop further work on convergence until his recent death in April, 2007. 
Following the publication of the "Chicago Call," Howard later converted to Roman Catholicism while Gillquist joined and was ordained a priest in the Antiochian Orthodox Church.

About ten years after the "Call" was issued, another group of Evangelicals and Charismatics in the Midwest, calling themselves the "Fellowship of St. Barnabas," began to meet regularly to discuss their discoveries in studies of the early church. Their churches had already incorporated several liturgical expressions in their worship services. I was a part of this group.

During this time I was writing a lot on what was being described as "the convergence of streams." From our perspective, we were experiencing – beginning in the late seventies – a coming together of the three major streams of Christianity, the Evangelical, the Charismatic, and the Liturgical-Sacramental.

Often those involved in this movement talked about this convergence being a re-discovery of the old and a re-introduction of the new. Using Jesus’ words from Matthew 13:52 as an example they stated, "Then every scribe who has been instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household who brings from his treasure things both the new and the old."
Many of the original members of this Fellowship went on to become leaders in the various "convergence" denominations. Others joined one of the historic jurisdictions of the East or the Catholic Church.

We noted during this period that interested Evangelical Churches were not only adopting ancient Church practices, but were making dramatic moves to identify with and become expressions of historic Christianity themselves.

One group, called the Evangelical Orthodox Church, adopted Eastern Orthodox liturgies and practices. About one-half of the group eventually left to become fully incorporated into the Antiochian Orthodox Church.
Reverend Stan White and his congregation in Valdosta, Georgia made headlines by jumping from their former Pentecostal denomination to the Episcopal Church USA. They were contacted regularly afterward by other churches and individuals who wanted to do the same thing.

New denominations actually were formed, based on "the convergence of streams." The Charismatic Episcopal Church, the Evangelical Episcopal Church, and others also found opportunities to receive apostolic succession as a way to tie them more directly to the ancient Church.

The Convergence movement underscored the need for specific expressions of the church to come back together in the "one mighty river of God" with the Evangelical, Charismatic, and Liturgical-Sacramental defined by specific criteria.

The Evangelical stream was defined as the emphasis on the authority, inspiration, and personal study of Holy Scripture along with the call for individuals to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ that directly influences and guides daily life.

The Charismatic stream provided a framework of "life in the Spirit." Contemporary music, more expressive forms of worship and adoration, along with the operation of the "Gifts of the Spirit" were seen as normative for Christians.

The Liturgical-Sacramental framework underscored the importance of ancient liturgies as the valid and essential forms of worship for the Christian Church was weekly celebration of Holy Communion as the center. The seven sacraments of the Church as taught by the East and the West were also emphasized.

Evangelical and Charismatic Churches began by picking and choosing certain elements from all three areas and incorporating that into their services. For example, one Nazarene church I knew added the recitation of the creed, a form of general confession and weekly Eucharist.

Worship services in those who fully identified as "convergence churches" looked similar to what you would find in many Anglican, Catholic, or even Western Rite orthodox parishes, with the addition of more contemporary music and personal ministry using the Gifts of the Spirit.

Not only did these groups organize but they spread literally across the globe. In the early 90’s the Charismatic Episcopal Church was listed as the fastest growing denomination in the world, expanding into 23 countries. Much of the growth came from existing Anglican parishes and independent church networks.

Much to the surprise of these groups, the "journey," as it was called, into historic Christianity did not stop for many of their members. They continued on, finding their way into the Roman Catholic Church, one of the Eastern Orthodox expressions, or Anglicanism.

This continuing pilgrimage showed that, for many, these convergence churches were seen as a bridge to the fullness of apostolic Christianity, a label not embraced by the denominations themselves. As a case in point, while serving as an archbishop in the Charismatic Episcopal Church I was unsympathetic to those who left until I felt the same heart-tug to come into full-communion.

The move to ancient Faith was one made by many individuals apart from the convergence movement. Some of the most influential figures in Catholic apologetics aimed at the protestant mindset came from the Evangelical world. Scott Hahn, Jeff Cavins, Mark Shea, Tim Curry, and many others were evangelical pastors and leaders whose hearts were captured by historic Faith.

The journey continues for many from the Evangelical and Charismatic world. Some are crossing the convergence bridge while other, as it is called, are simply "swimming the Tiber." Catholic and Orthodox Churches are continuing to grow.

This is not a new phenomenon, but it is still going on. In our local parish in Northern Virginia RCIA classes are usually very large and many former Protestants are attending. We hear reports of other parishes experiencing the same response across the country.

Episcopal Church: Declining Numbers and the Anglican Ordinariate

http://www.trinityafer.com/en/index.php/news/6937-episcopal-church-declining-numbers-and-the-anglican-ordinariate
By Randy Sly, August 30, 2011 Catholic Online (www.catholic.org)
As Episcopalians continue to leave a denomination sliding ever deeper into heresy, some are joining new Anglican jurisdictions. The Anglican Ordinariate in the Catholic Church may make the difference for many who are fleeing seeking safe refuge

WASHINGTON, DC - David Virtue of Virtue Online has been crunching numbers, trying to confirm claims of The Episcopal Church to having 2.3 million members. Virtue believes that many on the rolls are dead, have left the church or attend only a couple of times a year.
While membership is a valid statistic, the real question focuses upon how many people are actually attending services. What is the "average Sunday attendance (ASA)?"
The Episcopal Church (TEC) claims to have 6,825 parishes active in the United States. Of that number, Virtue's staff discovered that over 2, 000 of those parishes have a demographic with the majority at age 60 plus. In addition, more than 2,200 parishes (around one third) have an average Sunday attendance (ASA) of 40 people of less. Another 2,300 parishes are between 41 and 100 people.


Virtue Online reported the following:
- Churches with an ASA of 20 or less totaled 903.
- Churches with an ASA of 20 - 30 totaled 612.
- Churches with an ASA of 31 - 40 ASA totaled 704
- Churches with an ASA of 41 - 50 ASA totaled 552
- Churches with an ASA of 51 - 100 ASA totaled 1,826
- Churches with an ASA of 101- 200 ASA totaled 1,454
- Churches with an ASA of 201 - 500 ASA totaled 677

Such attendance figures beg the question of how long can these parishes survive?
A mass exodus by Episcopalians is not new, this has been going on for several years. Many have found a new home in the multitude of Anglican jurisdictions that have either been waiting since the 1970's for more people to wake up and smell the coffee. Others have joined one of the newly established denominations who have become a lifeboat for those jumping ship.
With the anticipated establishment of the Anglican Ordinariate in the United States very soon, which will launch a number of new Anglican Use parishes, we can see that another exciting opportunity that many will prayerfully consider.
With the already-established Book of Divine Worship (based on the Book of Common Prayer) and an invitation to bring the richness of Anglican patrimony into the life of the Catholic Church, many can now prayerfully consider coming into full-communion with the Catholic Church amidst the familiarity of the liturgy.
In another post Virtue concluded with great accuracy, I'm confident, "The birth of The Anglican Mission in America (AMIA), CANA and subsequently ACNA with its two cousins in Canada, the Anglican Network in Canada (ANiC) and the Anglican Coalition in Canada (ACiC) mark an evangelical awakening and a new Anglican reformation that won't be stopped."
While the evangelical awakening is certainly taking place and a new Anglican via-media is being established, Anglo-Catholics must still answer some critical questions. What is the stand of my new jurisdiction regarding women's ordination, which is still a complex subject in the new Anglican world? What is the teaching of this jurisdiction concerning the seven sacraments? What about apostolic succession?
Episcopalians who are received into the Church through the Anglican Ordinariate are fully Catholic - they aren't just "associate members" or "Catholic lite." How amazing it is that, as Catholics, we are able to visit an Anglican Use parish or Eastern Rite parish and fully participate as brothers and sisters in Christ! We are in full communion.
We are witnessing in our day a demonstration of the Church Catholic, where the Church transcends language and culture and embraces the fullness of the Tradition without sacrificing her dogmas and doctrines.

Randy Sly to be Ordained Priest

http://ourladyofhope.net/randy-sly-to-be-ordained-priest/
June 4, 2012

Congratulations to parishioner Randy Sly on his ordination to the diaconate! He was ordained a Deacon on Saturday, June 2 at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception by Archbishop Donald Wuerl.

Deacon Randy Sly will be ordained to the holy priesthood on Saturday, June 23 here at Our Lady of Hope by our very own Bishop Paul S. Loverde. He will be a priest of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter, which was established by Pope Benedict XVI for those groups of Anglicans in the United States who seek to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. He will say the 12:15pm Mass on Sunday, June 24 at Our Lady of Hope. All are invited to attend!

In his new capacity as deacon, Rev. Mr. Sly read the Gospel at Sunday’s 10:30 am Mass, which you can watch in the video below…
