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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (ANGLICAN) – 123
Communion for Anglican bishops becoming Catholics

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12103270
January 1, 2011
Three Anglican bishops who are converting to Roman Catholicism have taken Holy Communion at Westminster Cathedral, with three ex-Anglican nuns.

Ex-bishop of Ebbsfleet Andrew Burnham, the former bishop of Richborough Keith Newton and John Broadhurst, previously bishop of Fulham, oppose women bishops. They are expected to be ordained as Catholic priests on 15 January.

They plan to join the special "Ordinariate" for former Anglicans within the Roman Catholic Church.

Catholic Bishop Alan Hopes said up to 50 Anglican clergy could convert before Easter.

The move has been enabled by a Vatican scheme intended to provide a welcome for Anglicans who are unhappy over issues such as the consecration of women bishops and the Church's attitude to homosexuality.

It intends to allow them to maintain a distinct religious identity and spiritual heritage within a section of the Roman Catholic Church, known as an Ordinariate.

'Flying bishops'

All three bishops officially resigned from their duties with the Anglican Church on Friday. They had served as "flying bishops", caring for parishes which objected to the ordination of women.

The nuns left their Anglican community at Walsingham in Norfolk after they expressed interest in joining the Ordinariate.

One of them, Sister Wendy Renata, said she felt "fantastic" after formally being welcomed by the Catholic Church. 

"I've wanted to do it for years. I've finally done it," she said. Some members of the former bishops' families also received communion.

Bishop Hopes - himself a former Anglican vicar - said opposition to women bishops was one of the reasons for the converts' resignations from the Church of England.

More importantly, he added, "most of them have been journeying, seeking the fullness of truth, and they found it in the Catholic Church."

Former Anglican bishops find a new home in Rome
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8318663.stm
By Robert Pigott, Religious affairs correspondent, BBC News, January 15, 2011

The ordination of former Anglican bishops as Roman Catholic priests could fundamentally change the Church they leave behind. 

The ordination of Keith Newton, Andrew Burnham and John Broadhurst by Archbishop Vincent Nichols signals the inauguration of a special section for former Anglicans - known as the "Ordinariate" - in the Roman Catholic Church. 

It was set up by Pope Benedict XVI as a home for traditionalist Anglicans unhappy in the Church of England, and especially with its decision to introduce women bishops.

The Ordinariate will welcome married priests, although they will not be able to become bishops, and it will preserve some Anglican traditions and practices. 

As bishops, the three clerics supervised parishes that opted out of contact with women priests. 

Like some other traditionalist clergy on the Catholic wing of the Church of England, they don't believe sufficient provision is being made for traditionalists to avoid coming under the jurisdiction of women. 

Father Newton has estimated that some 50 other Anglican clergy might join in the coming months, and a couple of dozen parish groups, but many seem likely to wait to see how the Ordinariate develops.
Home, office, pay 
Speaking last November, Father Newton said he did not mind giving up his former status as a bishop, but acknowledged that joining the new grouping would bring uncertainties. 
"There are sacrifices to do with things like where I'm going to live, where I'm going to work, what I'm going to do, how I'm going to be paid, so I'm taking a bit of a step into the dark, a step of faith. But I do that with some joy really."

Clergy have been warned that they will usually need to find alternative forms of funding when they leave their Church of England stipends and pension plans.

The Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales has set aside £250,000 to help fund the Ordinariate, and has said it will have to find other charitable funding.

Clergy - who are unlikely to take their entire congregations with them - might have to take jobs to support themselves and their families.

They will not be allowed to take their Church buildings with them into the new grouping, and it seems unlikely that many will be allowed to share them. 

Some in what is a relatively liberal Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales might resent the influx of quite conservative clergy who are sometimes thought of as being "more Catholic than the Catholics". 

Their new organisation, headed by an "Ordinary", rather like a diocesan bishop, will be spread across England and Wales.
Premature ordination 

Many traditionalists on the Catholic wing of Anglicanism oppose their colleagues' conversion, warning that it will weaken the Church of England as a broad Church able to balance its Protestant and Catholic traditions. 

Prebendary David Houlding belongs to the Catholic Group on the Church of England Synod, and regards the ordination with sadness and anger.

His anger is directed partly at his own Church, but he believes converting to Catholicism is premature. 

"The Church of England hasn't finally settled what sort of provision [to operate outside the supervision of women bishops] we are going to get," he said. 

"There's more work to do, we haven't reached a satisfactory conclusion, there's no certainty that the legislation will go through as it stands." 

Mr Houlding regards the Church of England as the continuing "Catholic" Church in England, albeit one reformed after the break with Rome 450 years ago. 

He fears that a long-maintained balance will be lost, not just between its Catholic and Protestant wings, but between its liberal and traditionalist elements. 

In short he, and others like him, worry that it's becoming a more liberal and more Protestant Church, less able to fulfil its traditional role in serving the whole theological and social spectrum in England. 

Father Newton's view is not dissimilar, even if he has come to different conclusions about how to respond to it. 

"I think in recent years we have gone much towards a Protestant understanding of the Church..." he said. 

"I think there are questions as to whether it can really claim to be part of the one holy and apostolic Church. It seems to have... made changes to holy orders (ordaining women clergy) that the rest of the (universal) Church has advised us not to make. 

"I think a Catholic understanding is no longer credible in the Church of England."

Father Newton insists that his conversion to Catholicism and membership of the Ordinariate is not solely to do with the ordination of women, but about maintaining "unity" at a time when he sees the Church of England departing from tradition. 
'Marginalised' Catholics 

More ordinations of former Anglican clergy as Catholic priests are due to take place just before Easter.

There are few signs of a mass exodus of Anglicans at the moment, but Mr Houlding, for one, fears that Pope Benedict has opened a door in the Church of England, that will in perpetuity encourage unhappy traditionalists to leave rather than fight their corner.

But Father Newton questions how far the "marginalised" Catholic wing of the Church can any more "dictate to a larger group what is right for them".

"We've felt for some time that Anglo Catholics and Evangelicals (some of whom also oppose women bishops) have been holding the Church back from what it wants to do. 

"You can't have a Church that believes in women bishops and doesn't believe in women bishops." 

Supporters of the Church of England's status as the established, official state Church, see its long balancing act between opposing factions as vital to its survival in its present form, and the benefit they believe that brings to society at large. 

There will be many who wonder anxiously how far the ordinations at Westminster Cathedral could undermine it. 

Ex-Anglican bishops ordained as Catholics

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12197985  

January 15, 2011

Three former Anglican bishops, unhappy with the ordination of women, have been ordained as Roman Catholic priests at Westminster Cathedral. 

Their ordination signals the inauguration of a special section of the Catholic Church for such Anglicans.

Keith Newton, Andrew Burnham and John Broadhurst will take up roles in the section known as the Ordinariate. 

Father Newton has been chosen as leader of what is to be known as the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham.

Walsingham in Norfolk is a pilgrimage centre for members of the Anglican church's catholic wing, and for Roman Catholics. It contains shrines of the Virgin Mary maintained by both Churches.
Other traditionalist Anglican clergy have spoken of their sadness and anger about the bishops' conversion.

Father Burnham, former bishop of Ebbsfleet, along with fellow "flying bishops" Father Newton - ex-bishop of Richborough - and Father Broadhurst - ex-bishop of Fulham - had all formerly supervised Church of England parishes that had opted out of contact with women priests. 

Father Newton has estimated that about 50 more Anglican clergy might join the Roman Catholic church in the coming months - along with members of their congregations. 

The Most Rev Vincent Nichols, leader of Catholics in England and Wales, carried out the ordination ceremony.

He acknowledged that the path the three had taken had involved "some sad parting of friends".

He also said the process of joining had involved "painful misunderstandings, conflict and uncertainty". 

He added: "Many ordinations have taken place in this cathedral during the 100 years of its history. But none quite like this."

Archbishop Nichols said this latest ordination ceremony was "a unique occasion marking a new step in the life and history of the Catholic Church".

Like some other traditionalist clergy on the Catholic wing of the Church of England, the three former Anglican bishops opposed the introduction of women bishops, and do not believe sufficient provision was being made for traditionalists to avoid coming under the jurisdiction of women. 

The Vatican will allow them to maintain a distinct religious identity and spiritual heritage within the Ordinariate.
'Basic principle' 

Other Anglican traditionalists have warned that the bishops' departure will jeopardise the future of the Church of England as a broad Church able to balance its Protestant and Catholic traditions. 

The former Bishop of Ballarat in Australia, the Right Reverend David Silk, has previously announced that he will also be joining the Roman Catholic Church.

Referring to Saturday's ceremony, he said: "The truth is the Church of England has decided to take its cue from the society it lives in, instead of its cue from Christ and carry the gospel that he preached to them - as we would see it. 

"So, it may have to serve the whole community, but it doesn't have to tell the community what everybody wants to hear. Sometimes you've got to stick out for a basic principle and say, well, I'm sorry, that's the truth as I see it."

A spokesman from the Church of England declined to comment specifically on Saturday's ordinations but said the Church "wished anyone well who is on a journey of faith, as all of us are".

When asked if the new Ordinariate could result in large numbers of Anglican clergy and parishioners switching, he said: "The truth is, we just don't know how large those figures will be, or how small they will be. 

"We have no indication they will be significant, but clearly we will be watching very closely to see."

Pope makes former Anglican bishops monsignori

http://wdtprs.com/blog/2011/03/former-anglican-bishops-now-monsignors/
By Anna Arco, March 17, 2011

The Pope has honoured three former Anglican bishops, the first members of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, with the title of monsignor.

Fr Keith Newton, the leader of the Ordinariate who has most of the functions of a bishop, and Fr John Broadhurst, the former Bishop of Fulham, have been granted the papal award of Apostolic Pronotary, the highest ecclesial title for non-bishops. Fr Andrew Burnham, the former Bishop of Ebbsfleet, has been granted the papal award of Prelate of Honour, and is therefore also a monsignor. The three men became the first clergy of the world’s first personal Ordinariate set up for groups of former Anglicans as a result of the Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum coetibus in January.

Groups of former Anglicans will be received into the Church in Holy Week and the priests for the Ordinariate will be ordained around Pentecost.

The ordinary expects that about 900 people will become members of the Ordinariate in Holy Week, including 61 members of the clergy. A majority of the laity entering the Ordinariate took part in Rite of Election ceremonies across the country last weekend.

Fr Newton said: "I am really delighted by the numbers of Anglican laity who have begun the journey into the full Communion with the Catholic Church in Holy Week. It has not been an easy journey for many but I know they will be greatly blessed. The Rites of Election (or Enrolment for Ordinariate members) around the dioceses marked a very moving and important part of the journey so far."
More Anglicans to convert to Catholicism at Easter

http://wwrn.org/articles/35424/?&place=uk-ireland 
("BBC," April 20, 2011)

London, UK - About 900 Anglicans are expected to convert to Catholicism this Easter in protest at the Church of England's decision to ordain women as bishops.

They will join a special section of the Catholic Church - the Ordinariate - which has been created specifically for them by Pope Benedict XVI.

The group from dioceses in England and Wales includes 61 former clergy.

The newly-appointed Archbishop of Cardiff has praised the CofE for the way it has dealt with the new group.

Last month, the first wave of about 600 Anglicans officially left the Church of England. They attended Mass marking Ash Wednesday before spending Lent preparing to convert.

Five former bishops have already been ordained as Roman Catholic priests.

BBC religious affairs correspondent Robert Pigott says while the numbers are only a tiny proportion of the CofE's membership, the conversions were still a "significant development".

Traditionalists on the Catholic wing of the Church of England, who feel increasingly embattled, will now have an easy escape route into Catholicism if their own church continues, as they see it, to become more Protestant and more liberal, our correspondent says.

'Soured relations'

He adds that the Pope's creation of the Ordinariate at a time of tension in the Church of England has soured Catholic-Anglican relations.

George Stack, who is shortly to become the most senior Catholic bishop in Wales, has praised the "graciousness and understanding" with which Anglicans had dealt with the new group.

He said the Ordinariate had allowed Anglicans to join the Catholic Church as a group and maintain their identity.

"I think mainstream Anglicans recognise that there are people who feel that they must make this journey and I must say, they have dealt with it very, very well," the Rt. Rev. Stack said.

Anglicans who have joined the Ordinariate are unhappy about developments in Anglicanism they claim have led it away from traditions historically shared with Roman Catholics.

The Ordinariate will allow Anglicans to maintain elements of their heritage and it is led by three former Anglican bishops - Andrew Burnham, Keith Newton and John Broadhurst - who themselves converted earlier this year.

It will be funded initially by donations but its priests will not receive a salary, as they did in the Anglican Church.

