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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (ANGLICAN) – 125
Anglicans who chose to 'go home' to Rome

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12624594 EXTRACT
By Trevor Timpson, March 3, 2011
"I always thought, 'The Roman Catholic Church - that is the Church.' So when this opportunity arose, after a couple of weeks of thinking very deeply about it, I thought, 'Yes, yes, I'll go home.'"

So says Ann Vaughan, one of a group of 40 from the parish of St John the Baptist in Sevenoaks, Kent, who are leaving the Church of England to join the Roman Catholic Ordinariate for ex-Anglicans. 

The group, headed by their vicar, Father Ivan Aquilina, plan to celebrate the Eucharist in the Anglican Church for the last time on Sunday. 

After that, they will attend the town's Roman Catholic Church, St Thomas of Canterbury.

Shortly before Easter (24 April), they will receive Communion as Roman Catholics for the first time. Soon after, Easter Fr Aquilina and his curate, Father James Bradley, expect to be ordained as Catholic deacons, with Fr Aquilina hoping to be ordained as a priest in June.

The Ordinariate for England and Wales is the first in the world set up under a Vatican decree providing for groups who disapprove of tendencies within the worldwide Anglican church - notably the appointment of women and gay people as bishops.

Ann Vaughan

"When I came to St John's I thought, 'This is for me,' says Mrs. Vaughan. "I love the solemnity, the ritual, the theatricality - but that was leading me on to be prayerful."

She is unhappy with the direction of the wider Anglican church: "I deplore abortion and euthanasia, I'm pro-life and I think the Anglican church can be very wishy-washy about this."

On women priests and bishops, she says: "Jesus did not choose women to be Apostles but he gave great respect and importance to women. 

"I think we just have to accept that men and women are equal but complementary... we women have other ways to contribute to our Lord."

Roman Catholic parish priest Father Richard Harvey

Father Harvey stresses that the Ordinariate movement is "all terribly brand new", and how it develops will be a matter of "learning by doing".

He welcomes the fact that Ordinariate group members in Sevenoaks are seeking close integration with the Roman Catholics. 

"As far as I understand it, they don't want to be parallel and isolated. They want to be integrated and mutually supportive," he says.

