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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (ANGLICAN) – 126
Anglicans who chose to 'go home' to Rome

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12624594 EXTRACT
By Trevor Timpson, March 3, 2011
"I always thought, 'The Roman Catholic Church - that is the Church.' So when this opportunity arose, after a couple of weeks of thinking very deeply about it, I thought, 'Yes, yes, I'll go home.'"

So says Ann Vaughan, one of a group of 40 from the parish of St John the Baptist in Sevenoaks, Kent, who are leaving the Church of England to join the Roman Catholic Ordinariate for ex-Anglicans. 

The group, headed by their vicar, Father Ivan Aquilina, plan to celebrate the Eucharist in the Anglican Church for the last time on Sunday. 

After that, they will attend the town's Roman Catholic Church, St Thomas of Canterbury.

Shortly before Easter (24 April), they will receive Communion as Roman Catholics for the first time. Soon after, Easter Fr Aquilina and his curate, Father James Bradley, expect to be ordained as Catholic deacons, with Fr Aquilina hoping to be ordained as a priest in June.

The Ordinariate for England and Wales is the first in the world set up under a Vatican decree providing for groups who disapprove of tendencies within the worldwide Anglican church - notably the appointment of women and gay people as bishops.
Father Ivan Aquilina

"I was very moved when we had the meetings here - the spirit of peace and joy and openness," says Fr Aquilina of the coming together of those in the parish interested in the Ordinariate.

He says the problems of the Church of England are not just about women priests and bishops but go deeper.

"Under the bondage of the whims of the General Synod, the Church of England is diluting the Gospel of Christ and espousing the spirit of this passing age," he has written.

The Ordinariate group in Sevenoaks will be a distinct part of the Roman Catholic community - but not a "ghetto" or an "elite", he says.

Much of how the group will develop will depend on the views of its own members, he insists - Ordinariate rules require each group to have its own pastoral council. 

Fr Aquilina, who is married with two teenage children, has until 31 July to vacate the vicarage at St John's. He will be paid by the Church of England until 17 April. 

In the long term, the Vatican's rules lay down that the Ordinariate and Church authorities must provide adequate remuneration for the clergy. 

Father James Bradley
The curate at St John's is unmarried and seeking ordination within the Ordinariate; the rules lay down that he must relinquish the right to marry in future.

"It's been a long decision - but I feel that more than anything else, I want to be a priest," Fr Bradley says. "And if that's what it takes, then that's what it takes." 

He stresses that members of the Ordinariate will play a full part in the life of the Catholic Church. 

"Just as the laity will be Catholics and can go to Mass in any Catholic church, so we will be Catholic priests, God willing, and will be able to celebrate Mass in any Catholic church." 

Roman Catholic parish priest Father Richard Harvey

Father Harvey stresses that the Ordinariate movement is "all terribly brand new", and how it develops will be a matter of "learning by doing".

He welcomes the fact that Ordinariate group members in Sevenoaks are seeking close integration with the Roman Catholics. 

"As far as I understand it, they don't want to be parallel and isolated. They want to be integrated and mutually supportive," he says.
