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Born-again Catholics: Evangelicals crossing the Tiber

http://www.uscatholic.org/church/2011/07/born-again-catholics-evangelicals-crossing-tiber EXTRACT 
By J. Peter Nixon, Friday, July 15, 2011

After entering the church in 1987, Sherry Weddell found that asking questions that came naturally to evangelicals sometimes produced a negative reaction among Catholics. Weddell was interested in working in RCIA and went to talk to the director of religious education at her parish. At one point she asked if the parish did any follow-up with those who had been baptized to see if they were continuing to grow in their faith. "The DRE looked at me oddly and said 'Well, no, that would be intrusive.' Evangelical churches are always asking these questions," says Weddell. "We always wanted to know if our programs were effective, whether they were actually helping people to become disciples. If they weren’t, we scrapped them. We even asked questions about our pastor’s effectiveness. But when I tried to ask these questions in my parish, people would look at me like I was crazy."
Raised as a self-described "fundamentalist Baptist," Weddell drifted away from Christianity in high school. During her junior year of college, she had an experience that would change the direction of her life. "I had this tradition of setting aside one day a month for prayer and reflection. During one of these days, I was passing a gorgeous old Catholic church and decided to look inside. When I crossed the threshold I suddenly felt the presence of God in a way that I hadn’t before. I was hooked and started doing all my praying in Catholic churches."
Frustrated by her experiences with adult formation, Weddell joined with Dominican Father Michael Sweeney to found the Catherine of Siena Institute, dedicated to helping lay Catholics discern their charisms, gifts given by the Holy Spirit to individuals for the benefit of the church, whether prophecy or administration. The institute claims that more than 55,000 Catholics worldwide have gone through its structured discernment process.

Some Catholics feel that Weddell’s approach is too "evangelical." The fact that the institute is a project of the western province of the Dominican order has not shielded her from criticism from some of the more fevered Catholic corners of the Internet. The response from church leaders, however, has been largely positive. "We’re very meticulous about teaching with the church," says Weddell.
Weddell is currently working to develop new programs aimed at helping ordinary Catholics evangelize. "Catholics have a wonderful evangelical and missionary heritage that is going unexplored and unrecognized," says Weddell. "Many Catholics have never tried to articulate the story of Jesus in a way that can awaken the desire for faith in others. We need to help people tell that story."
While she’s been a Catholic for more than 22 years, Weddell continues to see her evangelical experience as an asset. "One of the prices of schism is that Protestants grow up rejecting things that are Catholic and Catholics grow up rejecting things that are Protestant," she says. "Evangelicals are asking questions that we need to be asking."
J. Peter Nixon is a regular contributor to U.S. Catholic. 
This article appeared in the August 2011 issue of U.S. Catholic (Vol. 76, No. 8, pages 22-26
Are Catholics Chicken or Something?

http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/are-catholic-chicken-or-something
By Jimmy Akin Tuesday, April 12, 2011 

[For Jimmy Akin’s article on the reticence of Catholics to evangelize, click on the link above- Michael]

Posted by Sherry Weddell on Tuesday, Apr 12, 2011 11:41 AM (EST):

We’ve had some fascinating conversations on this topic recently over at Intentional Disciples.  Through that and our national work in evangelization, we are learning that the subtle but powerful pressure of Catholic lay culture against speaking up is a major factor (this took me by surprise!)  When Catholics start hanging around the evangelical world, all of a sudden the communal culture around them changes and strongly encourages them to share their faith with others.  And of a sudden, the very same person who a couple years earlier was mute, is now able to talk about it freely.  Here’s the classic reasons we’ve heard over the years.
"Those who have come into genuine contact with Christ cannot keep him for themselves, they must proclaim him." Novo Millennio Ineunte, 40

Sherry’s question:  Does this statement of Pope John Paul II mean that if we have no desire to proclaim Christ, that we haven’t yet experienced "genuine contact"?  Or are there other dynamics at work?

Answer 1:  Silence runs deep
Many lay Catholics have a profound but hidden and almost completely non-verbal spiritual life.  (And a common corollary, people who talk easily and a lot about their faith are shallow, e.g. like Protestants)

Answer 2: St. Francis said “Preach the Gospel always.  If necessary, use words.”
Lay Catholics preach effectively without words through their lives of faithfulness, honesty, and acts of compassion and justice.

Answer 3:  Nobody here but us Carmelites.
Some of us are gifted to pray, not talk.  It is just as powerful a witness (and really more profound) to pray in a hidden place where no one sees you.

Answer 4:  The English made us do it.
The Irish experience of oppression by the English Protestants made Irish immigrants to the US reluctant to talk about their faith.  And the prejudice they experienced as immigrants just reinforced that.  Our history is our destiny.

Answer 5:  We are powerless to do anything because of resistance and lack of support by priests
Every time I try to start something, Father shuts it down or refuses to support it.  What can a lay person do?

And something new that has emerged out of our conversation:
Answer 6:  I’m afraid of the reactions of other Catholics.  Other Catholics will get uncomfortable or mad if I talk about my faith.

"I know Catholics with hidden spiritual lives. Some of them I knew for 5 or 10 years and it wasn’t until after I converted that I found out they had any personal spiritual lives.

When I ask, why don’t you talk about this with anyone, they don’t say anything about priests shutting them down.  They say they are worried about looking weird in front of Catholic family and friends, or worried about bad reactions from other lay people who are involved in parish ministries. Adults in their early 30s, raised Catholic, tell me that their parents would not understand. I think their fears are well founded in some cases."
