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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (ANGLICAN) – 130
Ex-Anglican priest, father of eight, gives up job to become Catholic
http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/1101589.htm 
By Simon Caldwell, Catholic News Service, April 21, 2011

LONDON (CNS) -- It's a brave decision for Ian Hellyer to give up his job when he has to provide for eight children and his wife is pregnant with the couple's ninth child.
But Hellyer is losing no sleep over his decision. He believes he is answering God's call to become a Catholic priest in the newly created Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham.
On Palm Sunday, he formally gave up his 20,000-pound ($33,000) yearly salary as rector of four Church of England parishes in the Dartmoor area of southwest England.
On Holy Thursday, during the Mass of the Lord's Supper at the Benedictine Buckfast Abbey in Devon, he was confirmed by Abbot David Charlesworth. His wife, Margaret, and children, who are already Catholic, were his sponsors.
Hellyer then made his first Communion as a Catholic, joined by 12 members of the Ordinariate group he will lead after his ordination to the Catholic priesthood June 17. The small faith community will be based at the abbey.
"I truly feel that this is God's call, and there has been nothing to make me think that it isn't," he told Catholic News Service April 20. "It has been a wonderful, wonderful journey," he said. "There are some practical issues that haven't been resolved, but I don't worry that they are not going to be resolved."
With two of his oldest children preparing for final high school and college entrance exams and a baby due at the end of May, the first issue to address might be finding a home.
In the meantime, the Church of England has come to the rescue. The Number 1 Trust, a charity established in the days of the Blessed John Henry Newman's Oxford Movement to further the teaching and practice of the Catholic faith within the Church of England, has allowed the family to live rent free at their present residence -- St. John's Vicarage in Bovey Tracey -- until the end of August.
Then there is the question of income. Because of its size, the family is eligible to receive cash benefits from the government and tax credits.
But Hellyer, 45, is preparing to change his status as an employee to one who is, in effect, self-employed, and he knows the challenges that it will present.
It means that instead of a receiving a salary he will be supported by contributions of members of the Ordinariate as well payments he may derive from work he undertakes for the Catholic Diocese of Plymouth. He said he is relaxed about the situation.
"We are not absolutely desperate," he explained. "We have financial resources we can draw on and people have been generous and given us large sums of money.
"The parish I left behind had a large collection and gave us a very large gift, and other people have been very generous toward us," he added. "We are not too worried about making ends meet with paying bills and putting food on the table."
Msgr. Keith Newton, who heads the Ordinariate, has assured Anglican clergy entering the Catholic Church with the intention of being ordained that funds would be available for anyone in need.
Some of the funds come from the initial 250,000 pounds given to the Ordinariate by the Catholic bishops of England and Wales. An additional 100,000 pounds was donated April 15 by the St. Barnabas Society, a Catholic charity established to support clergy entering the Catholic Church from non-Catholic Christian denominations.
Such clergy "are making great sacrifices," Msgr. Newton said a statement welcoming the gift. "It is a relief to know that the St. Barnabas Society is so willing to help in cases of financial need."
A native of Plymouth, England, Hellyer was ordained an Anglican minister in 1995. He told CNS that, at that time, his college was accepting female applicants to the priesthood and he was comfortable with it.
His opinions on women's ordination evolved in 2001 as he began to question the catholicity of the Church of England in the light of the traditions of the Roman Catholic Church. From that point, he explained, he understood that he was "on a journey to greater communion with the Catholic Church."
In November 2009 when Pope Benedict XVI released his apostolic constitution "Anglicanorum coetibus," which allows the group reception of former Anglicans into the Catholic Church, he said, "it seemed to me quite clear that that's where God wanted me to go."
Hellyer said the reaction to his decision to join the Catholic Church has not met with "any animosity at all" from members of his Anglican congregations.
"People have questions and are interested to know why, and I have been able to explain that, but there has been no negativity to me at all, which I am very grateful for," he said.
He said that he had been greatly moved by the warmth of ordinary Catholics who had sent him many messages of support.
"My hope for the future is that the Ordinariate really becomes part of the new evangelization of this country," he said. "That is something that really excites me."
Former Anglican Priests: What about the Families?

http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/former-anglican-priests-what-about-the-families/ 
By Charlotte Hays, August 19, 2011

With many married clergymen coming into the Church, logistical problems arise.

When Father Ian Hellyer, a Catholic priest in England, figures his personal budget, he faces concerns that are unusual for a Catholic priest: He must consider the needs of his wife, Margaret, and their nine children. 

A former Anglican clergyman, Father Hellyer was ordained in June into a Church that by and large has not had to provide for men with families. He is a priest of the personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, a newly erected diocese for former Anglicans. It was created under the provisions of Pope Benedict XVI’s Anglicanorum Coetibus, which made it possible for former Anglicans to come into the Catholic Church in groups. 

A similar Ordinariate is expected to be up and running soon in the United States, perhaps by the end of the year. 

Some men who seek ordination as Catholic priests are coming from affluent parishes.

"Episcopal clergy are expected to be paid at a professional level," said Father Ernie Davis, a former Episcopal priest and father of three. 

Father Davis cautioned: "If you’re looking at the bottom line when you make this decision [about whether to seek ordination as a Catholic priest], then this isn’t the place for you."
Episcopal clergymen in the United States often get in touch with Father Christopher Phillips, another former Anglican priest who is pastor of Our Lady of the Atonement, an Anglican-use parish in San Antonio, Texas, to inquire about becoming Catholic priests. 

"I put a fatherly arm around them and say, 'Don’t think you are going to be able to live like you have been living'," Father Phillips said. Like Father Davis, Father Phillips came into the Church under Pope John Paul II’s 1980 pastoral provision, a precursor to Anglicanorum Coetibus.
Clergy from the "continuing Church" movement — breakaway Episcopal churches, which tend to be less lavishly endowed — may face less financial shock, Father Phillips said, because "they are more used to putting cardboard in their shoes." 

"When I finally discerned that God was calling me to full communion with the successor of St. Peter," said Father Hellyer, "we had no idea of what our future income might be or where it would come from."

'The Lord Will Provide'
"We knew we could survive on our savings for a while if we cut out luxuries and non-essentials," Father Hellyer said of the transitional period before he was ordained a Catholic priest. "Then, too, the Catholic members of our extended family rallied around, deciding they had to support us in our step of faith. Also, lots of different people sent us gifts, which we never expected.

"We also had the assurance of the words that the Holy Father had said to Msgr. Keith Newton [ordinary of Our Lady of Walsingham]. Father Keith asked the Holy Father how he was to make provision for the priests and their dependents. The Holy Father replied, 'The Lord will provide.' So it was an act of faith to believe that, if we were doing God’s will, he would provide for us."
Fortunately, it was a sentiment shared by Father Hellyer’s wife. 

"My wife, Margaret, has been a tower of strength," he said. "Over and over she has said resolutely that if this is God’s will, he will provide. Even the monsignors of the Ordinariate have been amazed by her strength, not least because of the size of our family."
When Father Jonathan Redvers Harris, a Church of England canon lawyer and father of five, who was ordained to the Catholic priesthood in June, decided he was called to the Catholic priesthood, his family had to make a significant sacrifice: their house. Father Redvers Harris lived in what is known in the Church of England as a "parson’s freehold," a vicarage to which the vicar holds title as long as he serves as a priest in good standing. "It is a very strong form of security," he admitted.  

The family now lives in a rented house, paid for by the local diocese, which Father Redvers Harris said has been "very generous." The Redvers Harris family now pays utilities and the council tax (more than $3,500 a year), expenses previously picked up by the Church of England. Also lost was an insurance policy worth nearly $100,000 to his wife, Wendy, in the event of her husband’s death. 
Still, Father Redvers Harris said that his monthly clergy allowance, when supplemented with additional priestly work, "probably is not so very different from my C of E stipend."  

"Our two school-age children won’t have noticed much difference to our lifestyle, which is neither impoverished nor lavish," he said. "We shan’t be having a family holiday this year, but we live on the Isle of Wight, which is a beautiful place. There have been many signs of God’s goodness and provision, I have to say."

'Privilege of Being a Priest'
Our Lady of Walsingham eventually will pay clergy allowances based on the families’ needs, even taking into consideration the wives’ ability to earn. The information to formulate a pay scale is being collected now. "We’re doing a bit like the early Christians," said Father Redvers Harris, adding, "I do hope the chap with nine children will receive more than I do."
A new charity, Friends of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham — led by such luminaries as the Duke of Norfolk, head of one of England’s oldest Catholic families; the journalist Charles Moore; Lord Nicholas Windsor, a Catholic convert and member of the royal family; an assortment of Benedictine monks and others — has been established to help the Ordinariate financially.

The St. Barnabas Society, which helps clergy from other faiths make the transition to the Catholic Church, and the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament, formed as an Anglo-Catholic group, have also contributed financially.  

It should be noted that Anglicanorum Coetibus recognizes that some formerly Anglican priests will need to take secular jobs.  

Since the personal Ordinariate has yet to be established in the U.S., it is more difficult to predict its financial aspects. But a number of priests who already have come into the Church under Pope John Paul II’s pastoral provision may show the way.

Father Eric Bergman of the St. Thomas More Society in Scranton, Pa., brought a number of parishioners with him into the Catholic Church, and they have tithed to support the Bergman family.  He and his wife, Kristina, have six children. The priest also contributes earnings from his speaking engagements to the church. 

A mailing list of sympathetic donors also helps the St. Thomas More Society. Father Bergman said people want to contribute because "we are a missionary endeavor, and we are always making converts." He says his salary may be less, but not that much, than his salary in the Episcopal Church.  (His group sends its contribution to the local diocese, which in turn sends him his salary — something that could change when the Ordinariate is established.)

When Father Phillips of Our Lady of the Atonement first came into the Catholic Church, a group of former Episcopalians asked him to come to Texas and help them build a church. They cobbled together a salary of $1,000 a month. The result of their efforts was Our Lady of the Atonement, 700 families strong and boasting a parish school with more than 500 students.

"I realized that the children were my responsibility, and so I looked around for extra work as a priest — and there was loads of it," Father Phillips said. "It also didn’t cost anything to live in my rectory. We ate a lot of macaroni and cheese, and my wife, JoAnn, got cramps from cutting out coupons. It wasn’t difficult, and the return is fabulous — the privilege of being a Catholic priest."
Now the Archdiocese of San Antonio pays him the same stipend as any other priest — reportedly under $1,300 a month. 

Father Redvers Harris in England agreed: "Life may be a bit more insecure. But, surely, you would agree that it is a good thing to be traveling light in this life, if we want to shape our lives around the life of Christ."

The Catholic priest with nine children
http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2011/dec/17/father-hellyer-catholic-priest-nine-children 
By Joanna Moorhead, The Guardian, Saturday 17 December 2011

Father Ian Hellyer is a Roman Catholic priest – but far from being celibate, he's a father. Not just to a couple of children, either: in true Roman Catholic fashion, Father Ian has lots of them – nine, in fact, ranging from 18-year-old Clare to seven-month-old Rose – taking in Teresa (17), Angela (15), Martha (11), John (nine), Luke (seven), Simeon (four) and Gregory (two) in between.

Ian (45) hasn't done all this on his own, naturally: his wife Margaret (43) has been heavily involved too. And yes, he agrees genially over a cup of tea at his cluttered family home, his lifestyle does surprise a lot of people. Just the other day he was wheeling Rose's buggy into a church before a service, clerical collar visible, when a whole row of elderly Catholic ladies turned to stare at him. "They had this mixture of delight and horror on their faces – delight at the baby, and horror that she belonged to me," he says.

This time last year, Ian was an Anglican priest, and he and Margaret and their children lived in a large Victorian vicarage in Devon. The house, and the life, seemed to have been made for them: they had six bedrooms and two staircases. There was a huge garden and plenty of friends for the children in the surrounding villages.

It all seemed rosy, but it wasn't: because deep inside, Ian – who was ordained into the Anglican priesthood in 1995 – was having doubts about whether he was in the right church. "I felt like a fish out of water," he explains. "The Church of England was making decisions that seemed more to do with the world than with the fundamentals of Christianity. The Church of England was changing its mind about everything all the time. Decision-making seemed to be all about politics, rather than what I felt it should be about, which was God's will."
He had always been close to the Catholic Church, because Margaret – they married 19 years ago after meeting as students at Lancaster University – is a Catholic, and the couple have raised their children across both denominations. "We'd go to church twice on a Sunday – once to Ian's church, and once to the Catholic church," says Margaret. When the pope came to Britain last year, the Hellyers went to hear him celebrate mass in Birmingham – and that, says Ian, was pivotal. "Everything fell into place that day," he says. "I knew the Catholic Church was where I belonged."

In the past, Anglican priests who made the switch to Catholicism could become priests only if they weren't married. But in 1995 the Vatican changed the rules, and then two years ago it established a new organisation – the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham – into which married Anglican priests could be ordained as Catholics after converting.

With that mechanism in place, leaving Anglicanism seemed a lot more attractive – Ian could leave his church but continue his ministry, despite having a wife and children. Surely, though, that meant the Catholic Church was doing exactly what Ian had criticised the Anglican church for doing – changing the rules to suit itself? "For me, the celibacy issue is a discipline – it's not a fundamental tenet, and it was fundamental tenets that I felt were up for grabs in the Church of England."

"Not many people realise this, but the Eastern rite Catholic Church, which is in full communion with Rome, has a married clergy. Celibacy isn't a core issue in the way, for example, that the bodily resurrection or the virgin birth are core issues – and these were the sorts of things I felt Anglicans were sometimes unclear about."

But the switch was far from simple: Catholic priests are paid a tiny stipend, and there's no budget to support a priest with a family – let alone one with nine children.

"Lots of our friends were worried about us because it was difficult to see how we'd survive financially if Ian became a priest," says Margaret. "But we both believed this was the right way, the way God wanted us to go, so we thought: the Lord will provide."

That's easy enough to say, not so easy to live out in practice. Many of Ian's former colleagues in the Church of England preferred to stay put until their children were older and he says he can understand why that is. "We knew it was a leap of faith – but we decided to leap."

Telling his Anglican parishioners wasn't easy but, he says, most understood. "I didn't feel guilty about going, but there was a great deal of sadness," he says. They were given a few months' grace to stay on at the vicarage but by the end of the summer, they knew had to leave.
Ian and Margaret worried about the effect on their children. "They loved the vicarage, they had friends nearby, and suddenly there was all this uncertainty," says Margaret. "Where would we live? What would we live on? It was very unsettling for them."

The Hellyers had always been frugal but now the lack of money was a much scarier reality. "I remember going to the cash and carry to buy large quantities of pasta, flour, rice and lentils, and wondering how long our savings would last," says Ian. "Meanwhile, Margaret was getting larger and larger, as the time was getting closer for the new baby to be born."

By last spring Ian had converted and was studying for the Catholic priesthood, travelling to London one day a week to study at Allen Hall seminary in Chelsea. But one day in May, he couldn't make it. "I had to phone and explain that my wife had gone into labour," he says. "I don't think there can have been many calls like that to a Catholic seminary through the years!"

A few weeks later, with newborn Rose joining all the other Hellyers for the occasion, Ian was ordained – and told that a job had been found for him as chaplain at the University of Plymouth. What is more, the bishop gave him the happy news that a five-bedroom house beside a church in central Plymouth was being made available – and that they could move in right away.

Today that house is a bustling home overflowing with children and toys and schoolbooks (Margaret homeschools four of the children). Ian agrees that, yes, in a church whose leaders have little direct experience of family life, he perhaps does have another perspective to offer – but he is modest about whether an example like his could prompt the Vatican to rethink its rules on celibacy. "I'm happy to be a good witness of how the married priesthood could work, but I don't have a sense that raising it as an issue is my calling in the church." he says. "I'm happy to trust the pope to take the decision."

He says he has always been grateful to his new bishop and the seminary rector for being clear about where his first loyalties lie. "They both said to me that being a father and a husband came ahead of being a priest," he says. But he says he would never want to confuse the roles of spiritual and actual fatherhood. "I wouldn't want to baptise my own children, for example," he says. "My role that day was to be my family's father, not their priest."

Their new house, although not as grand as the old vicarage, does have one advantage: a door that leads from the sitting room on to the altar of the adjoining church. Sometimes, the whole family troops through and Ian says Mass for all 11 of them. As he does – and especially over the next few days, he says – his thoughts will go to the Christmas story. "I think of St Joseph, who guided his family through a difficult time, and always tried to follow God's will," he says.

"This has been an eventful year for us – but in the end, God did indeed provide."

• This article was amended on 29 February 2012. The original said that married Anglican priests became able to join the Roman Catholic priesthood in 2009 when the Vatican established the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. This has been corrected because the original opening came in 1995.
