[image: image1.jpg]EPHESIANS 5:11

il

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT

METAMORPHOSE

A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Oriental Spiritual Exercises of the New Age Movement

For queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennai 600 028, INDIA.
Phone : +91 (44) 24611606. e-mail : michaelprabhu@vsnl.net website : www.ephesians-511.net



                                                                                          MAY 2012
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (EPISCOPALIAN) – 131
Great news from Scranton
http://www.theanglocatholic.com/tag/fr-eric-bergman/ 
By Fr. Christopher Phillips, May 9, 2012
Here's the story from the website of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter:

The new U.S. Ordinariate for Anglican groups entering the Catholic Church achieved a milestone on May 8, 2012 when Reverend Eric Bergman became its first priest. The Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter was established by Pope Benedict XVI on January 1 in response to repeated requests by Anglican groups and clergy who were seeking to become Catholic. It is similar to a diocese, though national in scope. 

Fr. Bergman, 41, is a former Episcopal priest who was ordained a Catholic priest five years ago for the Diocese of Scranton. Since that time, he has been chaplain to the 150-member St. Thomas More Anglican Use Society. 

The group will become St. Thomas More Parish at St. Joseph Church and will be located at the former St. Joseph property in Scranton’s Providence neighborhood starting in late August. The ordinariate purchased the property from the Diocese of Scranton for $254,000, with $200,000 of that amount raised by the St. Thomas More community during a three-week period this spring. 

"This is a significant moment in the young history of the ordinariate. I am grateful to Bishop Joseph Bambera and to the Diocese of Scranton for their support," said Monsignor Jeffrey N. Steenson, the Ordinary. "The incardination of Fr. Bergman, and the reception of several Anglican communities across the United States and Canada over the past few months, are tangible signs of Christ at work in this new undertaking." 

Approximately 60 current or former Anglican priests are preparing to be ordained Catholic priests for the ordinariate, with 30 ordinations expected in the next few months. Ordinariate parishes will be fully Catholic while retaining elements of their Anglican heritage and traditions, including liturgical traditions. 

Fr. Bergman noted, "I am particularly grateful to Bishop Bambera, and to Msgr. William Feldcamp, pastor of St. Paul’s Parish and St. Clare’s Church, who has been instrumental in the maintenance of our ministry over the years. St. Thomas More has thrived, and we look forward to our future as an ordinariate parish." 

Underscoring the historic nature of this announcement, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, commented, "I was pleased to be able to cooperate with Monsignor Steenson in order to help facilitate Father Bergman’s incardination process. For the past five years, Father Bergman has faithfully supported the Diocese of Scranton. We are grateful for his service and wish him continued blessings in his ministry." 

Fr. Bergman, a native of Bethlehem, PA, graduated from James Madison University before obtaining a Master of Divinity degree from Yale. He was ordained an Episcopal priest in 1997, and served in Scranton as curate at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and as rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd. He became Catholic in 2005 and was ordained a Catholic priest in 2007. In addition to serving as chaplain to the Anglican Use Society, he has been chaplain at Holy Cross High School in Dunmore, PA and at Mercy Hospital in Scranton. He and his wife, Kristina, have seven children ages 6 months to 10 years. 

St. Joseph was established as a Lithuanian-language parish in 1895 and is a former home of Venerable Maria Kaupas, foundress of the Sisters of St. Casimir, who was a housekeeper at the parish in the late 19th century. A miracle attributed to her intercession is before the Congregation for the Causes of Saints that, if approved, will lead to her beatification. The parish property includes a church, parish hall, rectory, convent, school, parking lot and four garages. 

Congratulations to Fr. Bergman and the wonderful people of St. Thomas More!

The Rev. Eric Bergman, Pastor, St. Thomas More Catholic Parish, Scranton, Pennsylvania
http://www.stmscranton.org/clergy&staff.html
Fr. Bergman was born in Tennessee and raised as an Episcopalian in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.  He studied German and International Affairs at James Madison University, and after graduation in 1991 he was briefly employed by a law firm in London, England.  Upon returning to Pennsylvania he worked with mentally handicapped adults, with the urban elderly as a local coordinator for Project CARE, and finally as Youth Director at the Episcopal Cathedral in Bethlehem.  In 1994 he began studies at Yale Divinity School, where he received his Master of Divinity in 1997 and was ordained to the Episcopal priesthood the same year.  He served as curate at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in downtown Scranton until 1999, and then as rector of the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd until the end of 2004.  Perceiving a call to be reconciled to the Catholic Church, in consultation with Bishop Joseph Martino and Auxiliary Bishop John Dougherty, Fr. Bergman renounced his Episcopal priesthood and founded the St. Thomas More Society in January 2005, whereby he and half of his former parishioners at Good Shepherd were received into the Catholic Church as an intact congregation, under the care of Msgr. William Feldcamp at St. Clare Catholic Church. Fr. Bergman was ordained to the Catholic Priesthood under the Pastoral Provision of Pope John Paul II on April 21, 2007.  In accordance with Pope Benedict XVI's apostolic constitution Anglicanorum Coetibus in 2009, Fr. Bergman became the first Priest incardinated in the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter in May 2012, concurrently with the St. Thomas More Society's erection as St. Thomas More Catholic Parish.  As a former Anglican clergyman with special dispensation according to the Pastoral Provision, Fr. Bergman is married; he and his wife, Kristina, have seven children.
Though our church is located in Scranton, Pennsylvania -- and any Catholic is free to participate fully in our worship, ministries, and community life -- we are not a parish of the Diocese of Scranton, but of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter, essentially a nationwide diocese for congregations like ours that overlaps all the territorial dioceses in the United States.  Just as we have a nationwide Diocese (or more properly, Ordinariate), we also have the equivalent a nationwide Bishop (or more properly, Ordinary) to oversee our parish and all the others like it.  Our Ordinary is Msgr. Jeffrey Steenson, and you can read more about him here.
Paul Campbell, Administrator & Music Director
Paul Campbell was raised as an Episcopalian in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, singing in the Choir of Men and Boys at the Episcopal Cathedral alongside boyhood friend Eric Bergman. He received his Bachelor's Degree in Sacred Music from Westminster Choir College, Princeton, in 1996, and a Master's Degree in Choral Conducting from the Indiana University School of Music, Bloomington, in 1999.  Since then he has overseen music ministries at several of the country's most notable flagship churches, including House of Hope Presbyterian Church, St. Paul, Minnesota; the Cathedral of Saint Paul, St. Paul, Minnesota; and Truro Anglican Church, Fairfax, Virginia.  Paul and his family were reconciled to the Catholic Church while still serving at Truro on the Easter Vigil of 2008.  That same day he received a call from Fr. Bergman indicating the St. Thomas More Society had raised sufficient funds to hire a Music Director and Administrator, which duties he assumed after moving to Scranton over the summer of 2008.  Paul's and his wife, Sandy, have five children.  Sandy is older sister to Fr. Bergman's wife Kristina, thus completing a ministry team based not just on complementary gifts, but rooted in longstanding friendship and marriage as well.
Former Anglican Priests: What about the Families?

http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/former-anglican-priests-what-about-the-families/ EXTRACT
By Charlotte Hays, August 19, 2011
With many married clergymen coming into the Church, logistical problems arise. […]

A new charity, Friends of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham — led by such luminaries as the Duke of Norfolk, head of one of England’s oldest Catholic families; the journalist Charles Moore; Lord Nicholas Windsor, a Catholic convert and member of the royal family; an assortment of Benedictine monks and others — has been established to help the Ordinariate financially.

The St. Barnabas Society, which helps clergy from other faiths make the transition to the Catholic Church, and the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament, formed as an Anglo-Catholic group, have also contributed financially.  

It should be noted that Anglicanorum Coetibus recognizes that some formerly Anglican priests will need to take secular jobs.  

Since the personal Ordinariate has yet to be established in the U.S., it is more difficult to predict its financial aspects. But a number of priests who already have come into the Church under Pope John Paul II’s pastoral provision may show the way.

Father Eric Bergman of the St. Thomas More Society in Scranton, Pa., brought a number of parishioners with him into the Catholic Church, and they have tithed to support the Bergman family.  He and his wife, Kristina, have six children. The priest also contributes earnings from his speaking engagements to the church. 

A mailing list of sympathetic donors also helps the St. Thomas More Society. Father Bergman said people want to contribute because "we are a missionary endeavor, and we are always making converts." He says his salary may be less, but not that much, than his salary in the Episcopal Church.  (His group sends its contribution to the local diocese, which in turn sends him his salary — something that could change when the Ordinariate is established.)

Interview with Fr. Eric Bergman
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/standingonmyhead/2009/11/interview-with-fr-eric-bergman.html
By Fr. Dwight Longenecker, November 13, 2009

Fr Eric Bergman is a graduate of Yale Divinity School. A 'cradle Episcopalian', he was ordained as an Episcopal priest in 1997. In 2005, along with fifty of his parishioners, he was received into full communion with the Catholic Church. Married to Kristina, and father of six children, Eric was ordained as a Catholic priest under the Pastoral Provision in April, 2007. He is now the Chaplain to the St Thomas More Society – one of nine Anglican Use communities in the United States.

DL: Eric, we first me in the Fall of 2006 when we were both completing our studies to be ordained into the Catholic Church. What has happened since then?

EB: I was ordained priest in April 2007 and began to celebrate daily Mass for the people of my community who had been received in 2005.

DL: How did your people receive the sacraments before you were ordained?

EB: The Bishop of Scranton appointed six priests to learn the Anglican Use liturgy and they celebrated Mass for us every Sunday.

DL: Why is your group called The St. Thomas More Society?

EB: We took our patron because he made great sacrifices to remain loyal to the Holy See, and we are not yet established as an Anglican Use parish. Should an Ordinariate be established we anticipate being one of the first parishes to be erected.

DL: How many of your parishioners came across with you?

EB: Sixty five people from my Episcopal parish left with me. Fifty were received ten months after we left. Fifteen had to wait while their marriages were regularized. Since that time we have reconciled another fifteen people from various Episcopal parishes.

DL: What process of reception did you and your people experience?

EB: The Bishop of Scranton appointed Fr Charles Connor to catechize us. Then each person had a chance to discuss his decision individually with a Catholic priest. We then made our professions of faith and were received as a group on All Hallow’s Eve 2005. 

DL: Do you think in the future Anglican priests and people will need to go through the same process that you went through?

EB: Even when the Ordinariate is established, there will be a catechetical process for the people, and the process of preparing candidates for ordination will be much the same as it is now under the Pastoral Provision.

DL: In other words, the priests will have to be examined and selected on a case by case basis?

EB: Yes. The world of Anglicanism is very varied. Some men’s education will be more than adequate. Others may have to return to seminary. Others may have to 'brush up' on some subjects where their training was lacking. Also, married men will have their dossier presented to Rome asking for a dispensation from the discipline of clerical celibacy, and all that takes time. Remember, though, that during this process the church will provide pastoral care and sacraments to the faithful while their priest prepares for ordination.

DL: It sounds complicated.

EB: That’s how it looks now, but in the future, instead of men dealing with different bishops around the country with different experiences of Anglicans and the Pastoral Provision, those who wish to enter the Ordinariate will have one man, the Ordinary, himself a former Anglican priest, who will be their advocate and mentor. 

DL: Did you and your people have to walk away from your Episcopal church property?

EB: Yes, we left everything, and those who are contemplating this move must have an apostolic attitude in which they must be willing to leave everything to follow Jesus. 

DL: So where did you worship? Where did you live?

EB: The Diocese of Scranton sheltered our people for worship in a local parish church. After I was ordained the Diocese provided housing. The Church was very generous in their welcome. For our part, the people of the St Thomas More Society have made very generous sacrifices to make this happen. They take tithing seriously, and the diocese responded to our sacrifices with generosity. Now we occupy an underused church in Scranton.

DL: What you and your people have done will probably be a model for others. When you took this step of faith did you have any idea that others might follow your example?

EB: We hoped it might be so, but we didn’t think that the structure that has now been created would be so all encompassing and generous. We now recognize that parishes all over the world might follow in our footsteps. We are willing to use our experience to inform others.

DL: What categories of people might want to join the Ordinariate?

EB: Existing Anglican Use communities, individuals who are already going through the Pastoral Provision, both clergy and lay people in the Episcopal Church, the Traditional Anglican Communion and other continuing Anglican Churches. In addition to this are former Anglicans who have already been reconciled to the Catholic Church.

DL: So former Anglicans who are now in Latin parishes may wish to join the Ordinariate too?

EB: Correct. They may be instrumental in helping to establish Anglican Use parishes where they do not yet exist.

DL: So they might help with catechesis, administration and formation of the converts, and establishment of an Ordinariate parish?
EB: We’ve already had correspondence from groups of former Anglicans who wish to do this. It could be that these groups could form and then ask the Ordinary for a priest. He would then match up priests who have come over with congregations who need them.

DL:  What should priests and people who are in the Anglican Church do now if they are interested in taking this option?

EB: First, a priest should contact his local Catholic bishop to express his interest. He should also contact one of the priests of the Pastoral Provision to get information and advice. He should also plan to attend the Anglican Use Conference to be held in Newark, NJ June 10-12, 2010. Information on this conference will soon be available on the St Thomas More Society website.
DL: Finally, what encouragement and advice would you give our Anglican brothers and sisters at this time?

EB: First of all, the decision to become a Catholic is the best decision my wife and I ever made. What you are facing right now may seem like daunting challenges. In hindsight it will seem like nothing compared to the joy of being reconciled to Holy Mother Church.

