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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (LUTHERAN) – 142
Recent Converts to the Catholic Church
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By Kevin Davis, April 5, 2008

The number of converts in academia to the Catholic Church has been one of the more fascinating phenomenons of late. Here are some whom I would love to see on EWTN’s "The Journey Home":
Mickey L. Mattox, Associate Professor of Historical Theology at Marquette University. Mickey Mattox is a Reformation scholar, specializing in Martin Luther. His latest work is The Substance of Faith: Luther’s Doctrinal Theology for Today (Fortress 2008), co-written with Paul Hinlicky. Former Lutheran.
Going Catholic
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By Jason Byassee, August 2008
Mickey Mattox, a Luther scholar at Marquette, trained at Duke, served as a consultant to the Lutheran World Federation in dialogues with the Orthodox and the Anglicans. He credits the work of Jaroslav Pelikan and Richard John Neuhaus (Lutherans who converted to Orthodoxy and Catholicism, respectively), among others, for making him both "evangelical and catholic." In a letter to friends and family upon his conversion, Mattox, previously a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, wrote that "the pull" of Catholicism was stronger that "the push" away from Lutheranism. Yet he worries that "the Lutheran center no longer holds, as insistent voices from the left and right dilute our catholic liturgical, catechetical and theological traditions to much the same effect." As for the pull, he wrote: "We as a family want to venerate the Blessed Virgin Mary, and to unite our prayers with and to the holy martyrs and saints. We want the holy icons, the rosaries, the religious orders, yes the relics too . . . and to practice and experience the real presence of Christ in the Eucharistic meal while retaining the bond of love and fellowship in communion with the bishop of Rome."

Mattox also has an argument particular to the Lutheran-Catholic conversation. He thinks the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification (JDDJ) should have worked. Once both Catholics and Lutherans concluded that they have no substantial disagreements on the doctrine of justification -- the doctrine on which Lutherans have long said the church stands or falls -- then there is no reason why they should not reunite under the bishop of Rome. Mattox thinks the problem lies with the ELCA: "There is an institutional intransigence, I believe, on our Lutheran side, and a cultural captivity to hyper-Protestant ways of understanding the church that stymies even the best efforts to overcome the visible breach of the sixteenth century."

Jason Byassee is pastor of Shady Grove United Methodist Church in Providence, North Carolina and a Ph.D. candidate in theology at Duke Divinity School. This article appeared in The Christian Century, August 22, 2008. 

