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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (LUTHERAN) – 143
Recent Converts to the Catholic Church

http://dogmatics.wordpress.com/2008/04/05/recent-converts-to-the-catholic-church/ EXTRACT
By Kevin Davis, April 5, 2008

The number of converts in academia to the Catholic Church has been one of the more fascinating phenomenons of late. Here are some whom I would love to see on EWTN’s "The Journey Home":
Bruce D. Marshall, Professor of Historical Theology at Southern Methodist University. His works include Christology in Conflict: The Identity of a Saviour in Rahner and Barth (Blackwell 1987) and, most importantly, Trinity and Truth (Cambridge 2000). Former Lutheran.
Going Catholic

http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=3436 EXTRACT  

By Jason Byassee, August 2008
Bruce Marshall held a …vision of evangelical and catholic Lutheranism that he caught while studying with Lindbeck at Yale, a vision in which the Reformation is viewed as an attempt to restore genuine catholicity to the church. He has written widely on the Trinity, on Aquinas and Luther, and on the church’s relationship with Israel. He was also involved in Lutheran-Orthodox dialogue. Marshall says he long ago came to the conclusion that "there is no doctrinal reason why a Christian of the Augsburg Confession cannot be a Roman Catholic." So there was no doctrinal change of mind needed for his reception into the Catholic Church. He admits that this evangelical and catholic vision of the Lutheran church is "a minority position" -- indeed, with Mickey Mattox, Marshall and Reinhard Hütter converting, it is even more so. As with Mattox, the Catholic "extras" were not a barrier to conversion, but a bonus: "I would rather -- far rather -- live with the possibility of excess that accompanies Catholic understanding of Mary and the Church’s teaching authority than with the complete absence of the former -- and, it now generally seems, of the latter -- in Protestantism."

He insists there was no "push" factor for him: "If disenchantment with my denomination had been the decisive issue, I would have stayed where I was." Indeed, he says, "I could not see that I had any right to leave the community in which I was baptized, in which I learned to believe the catholic faith from the heart, and in which I had my theological vocation."

After a pause he adds, "except that right which Christ alone can give -- and did." He clarifies that "entry into the Roman Catholic Church was Christ’s way of drawing me closer to himself, and mercifully granting me the fulfillment of my baptismal vocation." He adds that his wife’s decision to foreswear the Anglican ordination she had been seeking was critical (in all of these cases family matters are crucial, idiosyncratic, and difficult to talk about on the record).

Jason Byassee is pastor of Shady Grove United Methodist Church in Providence, North Carolina and a Ph.D. candidate in theology at Duke Divinity School. This article appeared in The Christian Century, August 22, 2008. 

Becoming Catholic

http://www.firstthings.com/onthesquare/2007/3/bashing-darwin-becoming-cathol EXTRACT
By Richard John Neuhaus, March 30, 2007

Bruce Marshall of Southern Methodist University and a former Lutheran, protests the suggestion that he had an idea of catholicity and then looked around for a church that most closely approximated that idea. He writes: "There have no doubt been converts who approached the matter in this way. But as for myself, I wasn't drawn to the Catholic Church because I had a catholic vision; I had a catholic vision because I was drawn to the Catholic Church. A catholic vision of things is the work of the Catholic Church, built up and borne by it over time in aid of its own witness and self-understanding. This is a product of the Catholic Church 'scrutinizing her own mystery,' as Vatican II says in another connection. Such a vision depends upon the reality of the Catholic Church, without which it would not be attractive or credible."
