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By Jason Byassee, August 2008
Unlike the other converts, Gerald Schlabach does not come from a magisterial Protestant tradition of state churches -- though some other Anabaptists, like Yoder, have argued that the Mennonites also pursue a catholic (small "c") vision of the church. Also unlike the others, he studied at a Catholic institution (Notre Dame). He has written widely in church history and theology, especially on Augustine. In a statement about his reception into the Catholic Church posted on his personal Web site, Schlabach insists he is a "Mennonite Catholic" -- before, he had been a "Catholic Mennonite." He refers to his experience with Bridgefolk, a Catholic-Mennonite dialogue. He affirms the gifts of the Mennonite tradition of enduring persecution and speaking out for nonviolence when the rest of the church is too cozy with imperial power. He says, "God always intends such witness to help transform the whole (catholic) body, not to cement an eternal split."

Like Lutheran scholar convert Mickey Mattox, Schlabach worries that Protestant churches have become ends in themselves rather than reform movements dedicated to the church universal. Schlabach sees the Catholic Church as the best hope for a reunion of "liberal" and conservative, protestant" and "catholic" visions of the church:

"Imagine a church ... that could not sing without feeding the poor, nor feed the poor without nourishment from the Eucharist, nor pass the peace without living peaceably in the world, nor be peacemakers without depending on prayer, nor pray without joining in robust song."

Jason Byassee is pastor of Shady Grove United Methodist Church in Providence, North Carolina and a Ph.D. candidate in theology at Duke Divinity School. This article appeared in The Christian Century, August 22, 2008. 
Gerald W. Schlabach

http://personal2.stthomas.edu/gwschlabach/
University of St. ThomasHello! My name is Gerald Schlabach. I am an associate professor of theology at the  in St. Paul, Minnesota. Previously I taught history at Bluffton College, a Mennonite liberal arts college in Ohio. I received my doctorate from the University of Notre Dame, where I studied ethics in the Department of Theology. During much of the 1980s I worked in Central America with Mennonite Central Committee, an organization dedicated to peace, justice, Christ-like service and global education. A Roman Catholic as of Pentecost 2004, I am a Benedictine oblate, am deeply involved in the Bridgefolk movement for grassroots dialogue and unity between Mennonites and Catholics, and continue to call myself a "Mennonite Catholic." 

or click hereA web site is a place for some mixture of shameless self-promotion and generous service to others, as I try to link up my interests and yours. For course materials, students can click on the button to the left . You'll find resources for study and research here, or programs for the Nota Bene word processor here, but can find my curriculum vitae also. I'm glad to share a statement of faith I once wrote, an essay on Christian higher education, or a list of the "core" questions behind the liberal arts. If you dig deeply, you may be able to figure out how I put together my indebtedness to the Mennonite community and its understanding of Christianity with my affinity for the thought of St. Augustine and my love for the Catholic tradition. 

