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By John C. Chalberg, April 2000
The Size of Chesterton’s Catholicism.  By David W. Fagerberg. University of Notre Dame Press. 214 pages. $14.95. 

Given that the subject at hand is Chesterton, let’s begin with a paradox wrapped inside a question: How could a man who carried on a love affair with limits come to believe in — and love — the Church precisely because she defied limits? Yes, the sizeable Mr. Chesterton was a man preoccupied with size, whether it be his own or that of his adopted Church. And when it came to Catholicism, Chesterton was expansive indeed. The Church was "not only larger than me, but larger than anything in the world." More than that, she is "larger than the world." And this from a thinker who preached the virtues of boundaries, whether regarding a painting or his country or even his Church. 
Did Chesterton come to love his Church in spite of her size? Or did he love her size in spite of himself? No, he loved her because of her shape. To be precise, he loved her because that shape had always been at once large and authentically liberating, not to mention accommodating of apparent contradictions.
Like Chesterton before him, Minnesotan David Fagerberg is a convert to Catholicism. Fagerberg’s "journey home" began with Lutheranism — as practiced in Minneapolis, not Lake Wobegon. He traces the onset of his journey home to a serendipitous discovery of Chesterton’s Orthodoxy in 1990. His epilogue is little more than a tribute to Chesterton for being the single most influential writer he encountered at any point on his journey to the Church.
But an epilogue does not a book make. Fagerberg has not written his own spiritual autobiography. Nor has he re-trod the path that Chesterton took on his road to Rome. Instead his goal was quite simple: to provide those not familiar with Chesterton’s apologetics with a single, readable source (after all, what has been written by and about Chesterton is sizable indeed). 
Fagerberg has written a hauntingly good book. Hauntingly? Fagerberg as Fagerberg sounds curiously like Chesterton (to the extent that we might call the author of this book "Chesterberg"). But no charge of plagiarism is being made or even remotely hinted. Reading Chesterton, especially reading as much Chesterton as Fagerberg has, can easily have that effect. 
Here is Fagerberg on Chesterton’s pre-conversion confusion: How could there be a Church so large that it could be simultaneously attacked for being "too sad and too happy," as well as "too mild and too military"? If that sounds vaguely Chestertonian, it’s because it is more than vaguely close to the original. Which is all the more reason to read this well-shaped book wherein one happily gets a double dose of Chesterton, alternately via the original and his alter ego. 
In no sense does a double dose of Chesterton imply that there were ever two Chestertons. In a very real sense, there was never a pre-conversion Chesterton and a post-conversion Chesterton. Yes, the man who wrote Orthodoxy at 34 was not formally received into the Church until he was 48. While there may have been the catholic Chesterton and the Catholic Chesterton, all along there was only one Gilbert Keith Chesterton, with plenty of him to go around. 
Whether it be Chesterton the apologist, the distributist, the patriot, the humorist, or the defender of the common man, all of these Chestertons are on parade in this book, and all of them lead inevitably to Catholicism. Or so concludes, shall we say, Chesterberg.
Are there any battles, major or minor, between Chesterton and Fagerberg? To answer in the negative is not to criticize the latter. To be sure, Fagerberg remains in a state of Chestertonian exhilaration at the end of his near decade-long journey with Chesterton to their mutual Church. Thankfully, that sense of exhilaration led to this book, a book which even cradle Catholics will find useful. Useful? How about "exhilarating"!
Mary in the Liturgy by David W. Fagerberg
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By Timothy, May 30, 2012
As the month of May comes to a close, I wanted to make our readers aware of a small booklet, recently published by David Fagerberg (one of the editors of the blog) entitled, Mary in the Liturgy.  Part of the Deeper Christianity Series of the Catholic Truth Society, the booklet provides an entree into a Marian spirituality, which is intrinsic to the liturgical life of the Church. […]
Fagerberg’s contribution to a Marian spirituality consists of five parts, including

Where is Mary in the Liturgy? 

What is Liturgy? 

Spiritual Attitudes Belonging to Mary and the Church 

Mary in the Mass 

The Church As It Dawns In a Single Person 

The heart of this booklet is the unfolding of liturgical virtues, discerned through contemplation of the Virgin Mary.  For in Mary, we come to see what happens when a particular human life is taken up into Christ’s own mystery.   Mary is a liturgical figure, because her humanity, was taken up into Christ’s own mystery.  We are liturgical figures insofar as our humanity is taken up into Christ’s own life.  Mary then is an icon of a spirit oriented toward worship. As Fagerberg note regarding one of these virtues (attention), "The Word took his human nature from Mary, but Mary was also absorbed by the seed. The Marian mystery in the Church is the ability to be attentive, to remain open and quiet, amid all the noise; to remain a fertile darkness where believers may be overshadowed by the Holy Spirit" (28).

Other virtues that Fagerberg considers include the Virgin at prayer, the Virgin mother, and the Virgin presenting offerings.

This small booklet would be a nice aid to assist parishes in considering how to retrieve a Marian spirituality, which is fundamentally oriented toward and infused by the liturgy.   Rather than treat Mary as an optional aspect of spirituality, the Church must begin to perceive Mary as an icon of the whole Christian life.   Fagerberg’s small book will undoubtedly help the Church in developing a Marian spirituality, which is authentic to the tradition, but also open to the liturgical renewal of the second Vatican Council.

