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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (ASSYRIAN) - 188 
Assyrians Elect To Enter Into Full Communion with Catholic Church

http://blog.ancient-future.net/2008/01/28/assyrians-elect-to-enter-into-full-commnunion-w-catholic-church/
http://www.kaldaya.net/2008/DailyNews/01/Jan27_08_E2_PressR.html 

January 27, 2008

Assyrian Catholic Apostolic Diocese Press Release

On Thursday; January 17, 2008, the "Day of Thanksgiving" of the Rogation of the Ninevites, for which day the Gospel says, "On that day you will not question me about anything. Amen, amen, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give you" (John 16:23), the Clergy Conference of the Assyrian Catholic Apostolic Diocese (ACAD) met in Dublin, California, to discuss the current situation and consider future plans for reestablishing communion with other Christians, in order to end their ecclesial isolation.

After praying to the Father and reflecting on the Scriptures and Tradition, the attendees unanimously adopted a "Declaration of Intention" in which they state their resolution "to enter full communion with the Catholic Church" and "to resume church unity with the Chaldean Catholic Church." As a result, they foresee that this declaration will initiate a process of negotiation with respective Church authorities to define a concrete model of this union, in which the particularity of our apostolic tradition is preserved.

Present at this Clergy Conference were H.G. Bishop Mar Bawai Soro, four priests and sixteen deacons. Two more priests and fourteen other deacons of ACAD have also sent in advance their signed proxies in support of this Declaration. The gathered members ask all their brothers and sisters in Christ to pray for this noble intention so that each and every effort will contribute to the glory of God and the fulfillment of Christ’s prayer for His Holy Church "That they all may be one". (John 17:21) 

Also worth taking a look at, http://www.marbawai.com/, the blogspot of His Grace Mar Bawai Soro where the press release and some of his writings can be found.
 Assyrian bishop explains his journey into communion with the Catholic Church 
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/assyrian_bishop_explains_his_journey_into_communion_with_the_catholic_church/
June 5, 2008
San Jose, Calif. (CNA) - Last month, Bishop Mar Bawai Soro and nearly 1,000 Assyrian Christian families were received into communion with the Chaldean Catholic Church in California.  Bishop Bawai explained the process to CNA, and expressed his hope that other Assyrian churches will also consider uniting with the Catholic Church.  

The Assyrian Church, centered in modern-day Iraq, dates back to the earliest days of Christianity.  Around the fifth century, the Assyrian followers began to embrace the teachings of Nestorius, Archbishop of Constantinople whose doctrines were condemned by the Council of Ephesus in 431.  

However, at the beginning in the sixteenth century, large numbers of Nestorian Assyrians came into union with Rome, creating the Chaldean Catholic Church which is now larger than the Assyrian Church.

Bishop Soro described the process of coming into communion with the Catholic Church to CNA:  Twenty years ago, many of the Assyrian church’s faithful realized that other than Papal Primacy, there were no theological issues that existed between themselves and the Catholic Church.  He explained that, "the more I studied Catholic theology, the more I became certain that both Churches were basically of the same apostolic faith and practice."
The Assyrian prelate wasn’t the only one who saw this similarity.  Bishop Soro recalled that, "at the same time, this hypothesis was also pondered upon by the official dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Assyrian Church of the East.  The conclusion after twenty years of casual 'talks' and official dialogue proved this hypothesis to be correct."
However, in 2004 the patriarch and bishops "decided to suspend the dialogue with Rome" even though "all obstacles for restoring communion with the Catholic Church (Papal Primacy not included)" were proven not to exist.  

Bishop Soro said that his fellow bishops’ rejection came despite a recognition that there was an agreement between the two traditions. He explained that, "they knew well that the ecclesial patrimony of the Assyrian Church of the East -- canonical, liturgical, and patristic -- recognizes the Primacy of the See of Rome.  Despite the fact that this was my appeal and argument to my church leaders for many years - -be faithful to your tradition and enter the Catholic Communion, i.e., accept the Primacy of the Pope - - they did not listen."
Instead, in 2005, "they decided both to break the dialogue with Rome and to suspend me from the Assyrian Church of the East.  And so, since 2005, I have been able to rally those Assyrian faithful who became as discontent with their church’s attitude as I was and bring them to understand that the best step to be taken is the restoration of communion with Rome.  In the past two and half years, we gradually paved the way for the historic move to unite with the Chaldean Church."
Bishop Mar Bawai also spoke of his hope for the rest of the Assyrian Church of the East to unite with Rome.  In an interview with Terrasanta.net, the bishop stated that while there is a possibility for community, two factors must be considered: time and hard work.  

The prelate explained: "At the present time, some of the anger has to melt away before any realistic attempt is reinitiated.  We are doing all that is humanly possible to reply with compassion and reason to all the accusation and condemnations some of the radical Assyrian groups and individuals are directing at us because of our union with Rome.  We hope that ultimately the truth of God’s work and the message of His forgiving love will prevail over all trials."
In regards to the second factor, the bishop emphasizes the importance of showing the world, "that church unity is a win/win proposition," especially for Christians in Iraq.  "The Christian communities out there need all the help and support they can muster.  And, through such unity, for example, Iraqi Christians become more assertive of their commitment to all that will give witness to their Christian character and advance their genuine contribution Iraq."
