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Another evangelical convert to the Catholic Church
http://www.catholic-convert.com/2010/01/12/another-convert-to-the-catholic-church/   

By Steve Ray, January 12, 2010
From Francis Beckwith’s Blog "Return to Rome." 
Joshua Betancourt is the co-author of the book with Geisler, Is Rome the True Church?, which came out just last year! The book attempts to debunk the Catholic Church.

(I was interested to find out the book frequently quotes me and attempts to argue (poorly) against my book Upon this Rock!)
"Joshua Betancourt, welcome home! One of my Baylor philosophy PhD students brought to my attention today that Norman Geisler’s co-author of Is Rome the True Church? (Crossway Books, 2008), Joshua Betancourt, has converted to Catholicism! This has been confirmed by Doug Beaumont, a friend of Mr. Betancourt’s. 
Here’s what Doug writes on his blog (emphasis mine):
I saw the website (www.catholicscomehome.org). This represents a fairly major move going on in this generation. There are books, TV shows, websites, etc. all focused on those who have left and returned to the RC church. There are also Protestants converting to Roman Catholicism.
One chapter in the book Is Rome the True Church? is dedicated to why this is happening. Interestingly, the book’s co-author, a friend of mine named Joshua Betancourt, converted to Roman Catholicism shortly after the book was published! Nor is he the only one. I know several people, whose minds I highly respect, who have made the same decision (Francis Beckwith, J. Budziszewski, to name some famous recent converts). Of course, the opposite is happening too – lots of RC’s are converting to some form of Protestant-Evangelicalism."
Yes, there are Catholics leaving for the Protestant churches, but as I state elsewhere there are notable Protestants converting to Catholicism, but no intellectuals or notable Catholics leaving for Protestantism. Even Protestants are willing to admit this: Evangelical writer Riddlebarger admits that "While evangelicalism is growing numerically, apparently there are not as many notable Roman Catholics becoming evangelicals as vice-versa" (Roman Catholicism, hostile to the Catholic Church, ed. John Armstrong [Chicago: Moody Press, 1994], 240). He fails to mention any actual "notable Catholics" leaving to become Evangelicals since I think he would be hard pressed to come up with a list. But a list of notable Protestants converting to Catholicism is as long as your arm. Many Evangelicals are alarmed.

I think the majority of Catholics leaving Rome for Evangelical groups is mainly due to the fact that it is more difficult being a Catholic in some ways. The moral standards are higher regarding divorce and remarriage, abortion, contraception, etc. Of course many Catholics remain and violate Catholic morality, but many choose a looser lifestyle and jump ship. In other words, many people leave the Catholic Church for reasons "below the belt" and then make up theological reasons for their departure such as "I don’t believe the Pope is biblical and now I believe in the Bible alone." What this really means is "I want the freedom to decide for myself and I don’t want an organization telling me what to do. It is between me and God."
Of course many others leave to find more entertainment, goods and services for their kids, or some preacher who teaches the Bible the way desired, or moral code that fits "me."  This is an American entertainment mentality — what can God do for me? I want to be fed? I want a church that has lots of good music, stuff for my kids, excitement, etc. The Catholic Church has never seen itself as an entertainment center. It is here to serve God. Mass is not about "me and my kids" having a good time on Sunday. It is about worshiping God in the way God prescribes.

COMMENT BY RUSS RENTLER (EVANGELICAL REVERT TO CATHOLICISM):

"I think the majority of Catholics leaving Rome for Evangelical groups is mainly due to the fact that it is more difficult being a Catholic in some ways." Rightly said. My late Catholic mom told my brother and I when we became evangelicals and left the Faith as young teens that we were taking the easy way out because it was "hard to be Catholic." She was right (at the time I didn’t agree, looking at loose living Catholics), but I never had any idea how much grace there was in the Sacraments to be Catholic if one takes advantage of them. Pray for J. Betancourt as he will catch much flak from his brethren who will now stink up the blogosphere with debates about whether he is saved or not . Ugggh!
