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All roads lead to Rome… eventually
http://answeringmyromancall.blogspot.in/2007/11/all-roads-lead-to-romeeventually.html
By Kelly, November 21, 2007 

I am the mother of two teenage sons. I have lived in the beautiful Pacific Northwest for the 10 of the last 13 years (I was stationed in Europe for 3 years while in the military) but am originally from the midwest. I make my living working for the Government.

This is my story of my call to the Catholic Church.
I was baptized as a baby in the Lutheran church. I remember attending on a semi-regular basis with my mother until I was seven or so. It was a few more years until I set foot in the church and at that time it was to attend Confirmation classes. My parents would drop my brother and me off and pick us up at the church for the next few years until we got confirmed.
During that time, I remember attending two Lutheran youth conventions where I heard the message of salvation. I wanted that for myself and accepted Christ but was not prepared to live that life.
Shortly after that I left home to join the military at the age of 17. Over the next few years I attended a couple of different Pentecostal churches and then just fell away.
After my first child was born I began attending a nondenominational charismatic church. My husband also attended for a while. We had our oldest son "dedicated" there. Then we moved because of the military.
At our new location we began attending an Assemblies of God Church and there we had our second son "dedicated". We were probably there a year and then stopped attending church altogether. We got a salvation message every week but no real substantive spiritual food.
About the time we stopped attending that church and I was yearning for that spiritual food is the first recollection I have of feeling called to the Catholic Church. That was 13 years ago. I ignored that call but did not forget it. I did not attend church for another nine years.
I was exposed to the church every day because of my job and I maintained a continued fascination and desire to be a part of the Catholic Church. But I did not act on it.
While we were in Europe my husband and I went to Rome and I went with a Junior High Youth group to Fatima. I could feel the draw of the Catholic Church strongly during both of those trips.
Within a month of returning to the states I came in contact with a priest who invited me to mass at the church I have been attending for the last four years. It is a catholic (small c) communion that is valid but illicit in the eyes of Rome. They have been a real church family to me and I have truly experienced spiritual growth there. My sons were baptized there and they and I were confirmed together in that first year there. At that point, I felt I was "catholic enough".
I entered RCIA this year with the intention of participating in a faith formation program because I wanted to know more about my faith but was too lazy or lacked the time management skills to embark on a campaign of self study. When I entered RCIA I did not know that I was responding to God’s call to the Catholic Church. However, we have been meeting for two months now and I am absolutely convinced that instead of my stated reasons, I entered RCIA in response to God’s call.
I am truly excited to be on the road to the Catholic Church in response to God’s call and am looking forward to the journey!
