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My faith journey 
http://mysilentjourney.wordpress.com/my-faith-journey/            
By Jessica
I am 26, and was blessed to be brought up in a Christian home. I was brought up in Pentecostal/Non Denominational and Rhema Churches. At a very young age I fell in love with Jesus and very much embraced my faith.

In high school I began to wander away from my upbringing, leading me down paths of studying (some brief, and some long term) Wicca, Islam, Tao, and Buddhism. In between bouts of studying those religions I would always return in part to my Christian faith before finding another path. I have to say that the structure of Islam and Buddhism always enticed me more than the freedom of other religions. In late 2006 I began studying Buddhism beyond the bounds of just being interested. I began praying the mala beads and even took to the practice of not eating meat. (Of course because I was doing this undercover I had to eat meat at my house.) After a year or so of Buddhism I found myself unhappy and feeling empty. I started attending a local Non Denominational church… I felt so alive, and I was growing in my faith. But something wasn’t right.

In early 2008 I began to feel God tugging my heart to follow a different path. I began to seek out what that might be, exploring along the way churches of various denominations, until finally on May 25, 2008 I walked into what is now my home church… St. Catherine of Sienna Catholic Church.  If you had told me right then and there that in less than a year I would be coming into full communion with the Catholic church at Easter Vigil, I would have either punched you or laughed… or both.

It wasn’t that I hated the church, from day one I have found it to be a most welcoming place, and I have been blessed by many people in the congregation. What I hated was what I had been raised to believe about the Catholic faith, and I suppose in part, I was upset with God for leading me "here".

Easter Vigil 2009… April 11… I was fully received into the Catholic Church via the Sacraments of Initiation. Baptism. Confirmation and First Eucharist. Beautiful is not even close to describing it… and the night is still processing in my mind.

I look at my past, my upbringing and can honestly say it was to my benefit to be brought up in a Pentecostal home. I get the best of both worlds.

