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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (ASSEMBLIES OF GOD) – 385
Pentecostal pastor and congregation enter Catholic Church
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/pentecostal-pastor-becomes-catholic-credits-church-militant-part-i 
By Trey Elmore, Tucson, May 8, 2017
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Joshua Mangels, formerly a pastor of the Assemblies of God, converted to the Catholic faith this Easter on April 20 along with his wife and 12 other members of his congregation, including a 78-year-old woman. They were received into the Byzantine rite of the Church, at St. Melany's Byzantine Catholic Church in Tucson Arizona. Mangels directly credits Church Militant with his conversion.
His journey to Rome was initiated by hearing a talk by Michael Voris. Church Militant reached out to Mangels to learn more details about his conversion, which began in January 2016 as Mangels was driving home from a conference and chose to listen to a link he'd been sent by a friend. Mangels directly credited the work of this apostolate with starting him on his path towards Holy Mother Church:

I had a two-and-a-half-hour drive from Van Buren, Arkansas to Oklahoma City. Someone sent me a link to a Church Militant daily clip; I didn't even look who it was, I just played it over the rental car audio. It was Michael Voris, and he touched on mortal sin, and he said something about the Church Fathers, and I had felt so let down at this conference. And he was talking about holiness in the context of mortal sin and what the Church Fathers said.

The protestant conference had been focused on reaching out to the unchurched, and Mangels left feeling disappointed with what he heard. "At the conference the big push is how to be relevant and how to attract young people and basically how to be a religious marketeer."

"We are on the verge of losing Christianity," Mangels commented. "What do we do? I just felt like it was more of the same; we weren't really getting to any bedrock truth. It was just, 'preach holiness,' but there was no consensus on what holiness meant; there was no consensus on what purity is."

Mangels described his frustrating search for consistency, and his movement's efforts to imitate a past "faithfulness" that seemed more elusive the more Mangels tried to learn what it looked like:

"They want to go back to something that never existed," he observed, "and the more you dig, Protestants have never agreed on anything. So I kind of had this false notion that out of these conferences would come some kind of purism, but it's just 'Hey, try harder, market more, spend more on advertising.'"

He continued:

[Voris] got my curiosity going, so I clicked through more of his videos, and then I sat at the airport and listened for another two hours. I was almost addicted to watching all of his videos. I watched his video on Freemasonry, which was an hour and a half long. I literally watched it twice in a row. It was his video on Freemasonry that closed the deal on me.
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After that trip home, Mangels' wife asked him how the conference went. He replied, "Terrible, but you have to hear this."

Mangels kept watching more Church Militant programming. "I watched nothing but Church Militant," he said. "I've never heard clarity like this, in all my years in holiness [Pentecostalism], I've never heard clarity like that. After his Freemasonry video, I knew in my heart, I won't get out of this thing without becoming Catholic."

Mangels then started reading the Church Fathers, and he described his experience discovering the contrast between Christianity as he understood it and what he was finding in patristic writings:  

As Protestants we never agreed on a code, on anything. Not even the Puritans, not even the Pilgrims. None of us have ever agreed, and I'm just like, "What am I doing? When are we going to get on the same page?" I'm all about evangelism, but if none of us agree and there's no continuity and everybody goes to a different church and hears a different gospel, it's a mess. Without an ecclesial authority, I also realized, we're done. It doesn't matter how good or how eloquent one pastor is. Without ecclesial authority, it stops where that pastor stops.

In February, Church Militant received an email from Mangels crediting the work of this apostolate for his conversion:

First, I am to be received into the Church this Easter as a direct result of [Church Militant]. I and a not so small contingency of people from our [former Assembly of God] church are all catechumen and happily being received into the church this Easter. I was formerly a Senior Pastor of an Assembly of God Church for four years. I am fully committed to the mission of the apostolate and my wife, children, former congregants and I are all very thankful to God for this apostolate.

Readers have left 153 comments to Part I
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/pentecostal-pastor-becomes-catholic-credits-church-militant-part-ii
An Assemblies of God pastor, his family and members of his congregation converted en masse to the Catholic Church this Easter, entering the Catholic Byzantine Rite on April 20.  Joshua Mangels directly credits Church Militant with his conversion.
"When was Christianity more than rock shows and comedians and big productions?" Mangels asked on a recent Catholic radio show. He went on to relate how he discerned what he was learning together with his wife.

My wife and I would be up all night discussing these things and wrestling with the issues. At one point I told her, you know, either the Church apostatized right after the last Apostle died, or the Catholic Church is the Church Jesus founded, and that's the reality. And now at this point, as a pastor, I'm either part of the problem or part of the solution.
After agreeing to stop listening to Catholic programming for a while in view of what converting would mean for their life together, the Mangels soon caught each other reading Catholic books and watching Church Militant programming. Soon after that, the only remaining question was not if but when the Mangels would receive the sacraments:

My first notion was to put off resigning the [Pentecostal] church until spring of 2017 because my daughter graduates, and I was living in a parsonage. I was losing my job, my house, my livelihood and our whole life was going to be turned upside down. When I resigned in September, it was like an avalanche of emotion. I'm Catholic in my heart; I want nothing but the Lord and the sacraments. I could not continue.
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Church Militant asked Mangels for his thoughts on the current crisis in the Church and what he would say to Catholics who become scandalized or discouraged in the face of the troubles in leadership.

"We have to be sacramental, unashamedly sacramental," he responded. "These are the sacraments Our Lord has given us. We have to come back to the Eucharist, confession, all of the sacraments. I mean the battle is so hard, we have to."

On the subject of children, we asked Mangels how his journey was received by his daughter, who was soon to graduate from high school. Mangels said reaching her was as simple as encouraging her to look at the same patristic writings that had had such an impact on him:

My daughter, she gave a little struggle. I gave her some excerpts from the Church Fathers. I told her, you're old enough to do whatever you want; I'm asking you to read these excerpts from the Church Fathers and come back to me in a few weeks and tell me if you feel the same way about what the Church is and what the Lord is in the sacrament — and within two months she was fully on board, and she is going to be attending Catholic university this fall.

He described what it was like receiving the Eucharist for the first time:

I honestly felt like I was going to black out. I mean, the anticipation had been so strong all year, I felt like this is what I was reaching for my entire life. I mean, I've answered countless altar calls in my life. And here I was actually approaching the altar to receive the Lord, literally receive the Lord. It was like all the altar calls in one — here I am to receive the Lord, in His Real Presence. It was the highlight of my life.
Mangels had many words of praise to offer for the work of Church Militant's programming in setting him on his journey to the Catholic faith:

I'm thankful for Church Militant, I'm thankful for Michael Voris. I reached out to him that first couple weeks, not really knowing if he'd get back to me or not. I told him: I really enjoy what you have to say, and there's a lot of things about the Catholic Church I'm considering, and his response was, "Pray the Rosary. That's what we're looking at, either we're going to accept the authority of the Church, summed up in the Rosary, or we're not."

Mangels concluded, "Please let the staff know, we are eternally grateful and we love you guys, so, so deeply."

Readers have left 73 comments to Part II
TESTIMONY-PROTESTANT PASTORS ON THE ROAD TO ROME 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY-PROTESTANT_PASTORS_ON_THE_ROAD_TO_ROME.doc
+Over 1300 testimonies of Jesus experiences and conversion to Catholicism at http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.htm. 
