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http://www.ewtn.com/library/ANSWERS/PROTPAST.HTM EXTRACT
By Elizabeth Altham, 1996
The Network

Rosalind Moss had devoted herself to ministry in Evangelical churches for eighteen years. When word got out last year that she was about to enter the Catholic Church, a woman whom she'd "brought to Christ," as they both would put it, wrote to say she had asked God to take her own life if only He would bring Moss back to the truth. That woman will herself be received into the Catholic Church this coming Easter.

An extraordinary story, indeed; but its theme is recurring all around the country. In the past ten years at least fifty Protestant pastors, mostly evangelicals, have resigned their posts and found their ways to Rome. Every one has endured conflict of mind and heart; every one has sacrificed comfort and security. Many were predisposed by upbringing and training to fear and despise the Catholic Church; the rest simply thought it was the most erroneous of sects.

Because one of the hardest parts of the journey is the loneliness, some of the former pastors have formed a fellowship called The Network to help each other on the road. Of its 150 members, about one hundred are still on their ways in; and the list is growing. […]
VII. Deepest Conversion on Record

Gregory Lockwood also grew up atheist. He was predisposed against the Catholic Church by his father, who was a leader in the Masons. His own early bent for history compounded the prejudice.

"As I was growing up the Catholics were the mackerel-snappers. My particular approach was the awful things the Church had done down through history: Pope Octavian, Julius II, people like that."

There was one early influence in Lockwood's life that suggested the possibility of a different point of view. In a high school class on world affairs, the students staged a mock U.N.

"I was the delegate from the People's Republic of China. I put forth a proposal that we institute a worldwide eugenics program. Guess what? Thirty-three out of the 35 kids in that class agreed — nice, suburban kids from average families. I sold it to them. But a hand went up at the back of the room: my girlfriend.

"'Don't you guys think it's wrong to kill people to get the kind of world you want?'

"We all thought that was funnier than hell. She had standards. She had principles. And she didn't even know it. It was just like breathing for her."

Lockwood occasionally attended church with her.

"I would laugh at the priests wearing sandals and rose-colored glasses. They were a pretty sorry lot. They didn't change my attitude."

Did his girlfriend ever try to explain?

"My girlfriend, who became my wife, never tried to explain anything. I used to throw rocks at her when she was in eighth grade, coming out of Our Lady of the Rosary School....

"Karen never had to prove anything. She didn't apologize for those people; she just did what she did: Catholicism as her personal fabric and culture. I didn't understand that. I thought it was dumb. But there was something about her and her standards that was really winsome."

Lockwood's parents went to the Virgin Islands in January of his senior year; he took the opportunity to enlist in the Navy.

"I was carried away by the ocean. Midwestern kids always want to get to sea. My dad was mad because he had been Army Air Corps in World War II. He didn't want a squid for a son, but he put up with it."

Lockwood had been in the service only six months when he married. He was about to begin training for the nuclear submarine service.

"Karen had to talk her cousin the Monsignor into doing it because, as he remarked, 'This seems like an awfully pagan young man you've chosen.'

"He was absolutely right. I think she, and growing up, changed me. We don't want to leave the Holy Spirit out of it, either. I had an authentic born-again Christian experience in the middle of the North Atlantic, about four hundred feet down: maybe the deepest conversion on record."
Lockwood served as an engineer and laboratory technician on two fast-attack submarines out of Norfolk, Flying Fish and Finback. "They were very important in my formation. The Navy taught me how to get out of bed in the morning — all kinds of personal discipline that we suburbanite spoiled brats didn't learn during high school."

After his conversion experience, Lockwood began to attend the Protestant meetings on board Finback. He retains great respect for his shipmates.

"I've been in two doctoral programs and the people I've gone to school with couldn't hold a candle to the people I worked with in the service, as far as predatory intelligence and reasoning ability were concerned. You didn't want to be weak with these people: they'd eat you alive. They needed to depend on you and if they couldn't you were gone."

Finback's captain was a fundamentalist, and very influential with Lockwood, as were some friends in the crew. One had a father, a brother and an uncle who were all Baptist ministers.

"Back in those days fast attack boats were always gone on what they called training operations. It was 'Hunt for Red October' stuff. We spent lots of time near Murmansk, and off of Norway — places where Soviet boomers hung around. We could stay gone forever.

"Well, I called Karen from Scotland on the way home and said, 'Go out and find a church.' She about fell off her chair. She said, 'Not Catholic, huh?' And I said, 'No, no, I can't handle that'."
They spent six minutes in a fundamentalist church in Virginia Beach. The absence of historical continuity repelled Lockwood. He thought he would find Lutheran or Presbyterian Protestantism more congenial — more rooted in the history he knew. A friend suggested the Lutheran Church/Missouri Synod, which turned out well.

"I liked the music. They paid the organist more than the associate pastor, which I thought was wonderful. They had great respect for the Scriptures. I hear criticism sometimes of Missouri Synod Lutherans as fundamentalist Bible-thumpers, but that's just not the way it is. They have a great interpretive tradition of their own, although they would die before they would call it that."

Lockwood reviewed his talents for civilian life: physics, radiological controls. And he decided to become a pastor. He completed his bachelor's degree at Concordia College Ann Arbor in two years, and then went off to Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, where he caused a bit of controversy with a doctoral thesis on the theological anthropology of the Greek Fathers of the first two centuries.

The theological what?

"To the Eastern Christian of the first several centuries, mortality is the great human problem, not sin. Over there they believe that human beings sin because we're mortal. Over here we believe we're dead because we sin.... Needless to say, it was really exciting at a Lutheran seminary to write something like that."

Lockwood also aroused some antagonism with a series of homilies he composed on John 6, the Bread of Life discourse.

"I was a little bit strange. I thought that John 6 was Eucharistic, especially the last fifteen verses; and of course Luther had said it wasn't...

"The man who graded the homilies said that Luther didn't believe this was Eucharistic and so it wasn't and so I was wrong. And I said, 'Well, you're being very Traditional about this,' and he got all huffy. I wasn't above using an upper-case T if it would upset people the right way." Neither was he entirely confident of the Lutheran position on the papacy; he found he rather liked John Paul II; but he subscribed to the required documents about the Pope being the Antichrist.

Lockwood went out to a parish, as associate pastor of a large congregation. He preached strong pro-life sermons and in consequence some members of the congregation became involved in the Rescue movement. He was also doing graduate work at St. Louis University, and considers himself blessed to have studied with Fr. Richard Foley.

"He was a fine Church historian. The last thing Fr. Foley wanted me to do was become Catholic. He wanted me to be a good Church historian. But all these things were working on me."

One day Lockwood was leading a Bible study group and the question of the papacy arose.

"I came to the conclusion that I could not say that this Polish man was the Antichrist. So one of the study group members called the Missouri Synod district president. He called me on the phone and said, 'Greg, just don't say that stuff out loud, OK?"'

Lockwood contemplated the question of authority and Tradition in the light of his knowledge of patristics.

"I was more and more dissatisfied with a church that had cut its own legs off. It had no connection with 1500 years of Western Church history. I was in authority to no one because the people under whose authority I served didn't have any stature in the Apostolic Succession, or the passing-on of the tradition of the Western Church."

In Lutheran ecclesiology, a pastor is his own bishop. As a practical matter this does not always work out the way things do for a Catholic bishop — as Lockwood discovered when he preached a pro-life homily one day.

"Three people wanted to cut my salary at the next voters' assembly. I was dabbling in social doctrine instead of the Gospel."

The head pastor backed Lockwood on that one, but he was becoming concerned about his associate on another score. Lockwood had acquired Catholic friends. After a Rescue, he went to visit the Lutherans who were in jail. He became acquainted with Joan Andrews, the Catholic Rescue leader, and with the priest who brought her Holy Communion.

By 1985 Lockwood was seriously concerned, himself.

"I had this thought always in the back of my mind: 'These people are paying you to be a Lutheran pastor. You are not a Lutheran pastor.' I came to the conclusion that the Papacy was not only not the Antichrist, but was a salutary institution, historically and theologically. Its unifying character, its ability to speak with one voice, was indispensable in a church that was starting to sound like the Tower of Babel. I came to grips with the fact that I was an outlaw, not in touch with the traditional, historical Church structure of the West."
So Lockwood went to visit a friend, Fr. Irvin Knoll, who was the Catholic chaplain at a local hospital. Father Knoll was also a classmate of the Chancellor of the Archdiocese of St. Louis.

"I walked into his office and I told him my problems, and he said, 'Sit right there.' He called the Chancery and said, 'Hey, hear about this Lutheran guy in Tulsa that became a Catholic priest? He's married and got four kids? Well, would you like another one?"'

Father Gregory Lockwood was brought into the Archdiocese of St. Louis by the machinery of the Episcopal Provision. His rescript, signed by Cardinal Ratzinger, was approved by Pope John Paul II on Reformation Day.

Finding Their Places

Father Lockwood did not stop being outspoken when he stopped being Lutheran. "I sometimes think the Chancery thinks it created a monster," he chuckles. During a recent pastors' protest at an abortion mill, Fr. Lockwood recognized the Canon of the Episcopal cathedral.

"He and his wife were working as clinic escorts, helping women to get into the building. Before I joined the door-block I went up to him and said, 'Look, Christianity precludes this kind of nonsense, Michael.'

"And he said, 'Look, I'm not afraid of the Gospel.'

"And I said, 'You wouldn't know the Gospel if it walked up to you and smacked you with a board.' And at that point a policeman had to separate us."

In general, though, he has settled into a rewarding schedule as a parish administrator, diocesan TV manager and part-time teacher at the St. Louis seminary.

Most married pastors who convert face serious challenges afterwards. Their talents, training and experience may suggest that they consider the Catholic priesthood, but if they do they must also consider that few Catholic parishes are accustomed to giving at a level that will support a large family. Teaching and other lay apostolates have turned out to be the solution for some, but there is no ready-made situation for most of these men to walk into. Those who no longer have an opportunity to preach miss it deeply.
[…]Marcus Grodi is working on another part of the answer. He serves as Executive Director of Christian Outreach at Steubenville College, and teaches one course each semester; but he has also founded The Network, an organization of Protestant pastors who have come into the Church, or are on their ways in.

"When I came in, it was a very lonely process," Grodi explains. "You can't talk to any of your old friends about this. They will not understand. Catholic laity don't understand the journey. And it's amazing how many priests said to me, 'After Vatican II you don't have to convert any more.' It was sad.

"At the end of the journey, feeling like I was the only one in the world doing this, I encountered others — the Gordon-Conwell buddies and others. So I started this fellowship of pastors who had converted, or were on the journey."

The Network has grown to 150 members, about a third already received into the Church. It produces a newsletter and helps to organize occasional retreats. It can also help priests deal with incoming converts.
The Secret of the Seminary
An occasional Protestant pastor has converted to the Catholic Church since the Reformation, but there are 150 of them in Marcus Grodi'*s Network — fifty or more already received into the Church — and the list is growing. Why? Why now?

"Without sounding super-spiritual," says Steve Wood**, "I think it's a sovereign move of God. I think I can tell you why it happened at my seminary. Our seminary was bought by Pew of Sun Oil, a very wealthy evangelical, and Billy Graham.
"Now, when I walked into the diocese down here, the Bishop appointed a priest to work with my family on our way in. The first time I went to see him, I went by myself. In case I had to get out fast I didn't want my wife and children to slow me down. I walked in very nervously to see this wonderful priest, Fr. Schevers. He asked, 'Where did you do your theological studies?'

"I said, 'Oh, it's a place you'd never have heard of, Gordon-Conwell.' He looked at me and smiled.
"'I taught there,' he said. You see, it had been a Carmelite boys' school with the purpose of producing vocations for the Church. They were praying and praying, but there weren't vocations coming and in great agony they put the property up for sale. To add double insult to injury, here came Billy Graham and bought the campus.

"Now, I was not the warm ecumenical type when I was at seminary, and Scott Hahn was going around there telling people the Pope was the Antichrist. The Catholic Church was not a latent desire for us. I'm convinced that for us it was the prayers of those Carmelites."
*Presbyterian convert, received into the Catholic Church in 1993
**Presbyterian convert, received into the Catholic Church in July 1990.
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