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From Foursquare to Four Marks – A minister’s journey into the Catholic Church
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By Drake McCalister, From the Jul/Aug 2007 Issue of Lay Witness Magazine
If you have grown up a faithful Catholic, it may be difficult to relate to those who profess faith in Jesus, but whose stomachs turn at the thought of being Roman Catholic. Well, I was one of those. There are still days when I wake up and can’t believe I am Catholic. 

I grew up in the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel and was raised in a wonderful Christian home where my parents faithfully taught my sisters and me the Word of God as revealed in Scripture. I grew up with an active love for Christ and have never experienced a season in my life when I did not want to follow Him. 
Pursuing God’s Will 

In my early 20s I discerned a call to become a Foursquare pastor and went on to faithfully serve in that denomination for 13 years. Through my years of ministry, my wife and I learned to listen to the voice of God. We were willing to do anything and go anywhere He wanted us to go. This led us to plant a new Foursquare congregation in the university district of Seattle, Washington, in 1999. I arrived with my wife and three girls, with no income, three months’ worth of money in the bank, and great faith that we would reach the people of Seattle with the Gospel of Jesus. 

During this time we ministered to street teens, college students, young adults, and young married families. Each week we would head out to the strip by the university to pass out food and clothes to the street kids. Two by two, we would walk around the block to start up conversations about the Gospel. None of us were evangelists by nature. We simply knew that the only way the unsaved would find Jesus was if we went to them — we couldn’t expect them to just wander into our church. 

It was during this time that the doors to the Catholic Church first opened for me. 
Facing Up to the Challenge 

One day while scanning the radio, I happened to catch Catholic Answers Live on AM-1050 Sacred Heart Radio in Seattle. I had never heard of Catholic radio and thought it odd that such a station even existed. I wasn’t necessarily anti-Catholic, but I held the usual Reformation-inspired opinions about the Catholic Church and counted myself blessed to be free from its "constraints." As I listened to the show, I was surprised to hear a clear presentation of Catholic teaching and to hear that Catholics still believed in things like transubstantiation and the infallibility of the pope. 

Someone from the Foursquare tradition approaches theology and Christianity from a very different perspective than your average reformed Christian. Foursquare is a Pentecostal denomination that began in the 1920s and is not rooted in the Reformation. In fact, the Foursquare tradition rejects many things the Reformers believed. While it holds to sola scriptura and sola fide, it does not hold to "once saved always saved." As Pentecostals, those in the Foursquare denomination also believe that miracles and the gifts of the Spirit were still for today (which many of the Reformers rejected). You could say we "reformed the reform." 

Now, because my denomination started in the ’20s, I was uniquely gifted at being oblivious to Church history. Catholic Answers kept claiming that the earliest Christians were Catholic and that the writings of the early Church Fathers verify that claim. The more I learned about Catholic teaching, the more I would hear about these "Church Fathers." I was completely unfamiliar with these historical figures. I had literally never heard of them. 

At that time, Catholic Answers regularly threw out a challenge to not simply take their word as validation of the Catholic Church, but to search out the claims of the Catholic Church for oneself. But there was a catch. Along with this challenge, they would issue a caution. If one investigates the Catholic Church, be careful — one just might become Catholic. 

Impossible! Or so I thought. 
I decided to take them up on this challenge, certain that I could prove them wrong. First of all, the Catholic Church sets an impossible standard for itself: infallibility in its dogmatic teachings on matters of faith and morals. All I had to do was prove one dogma false and I could dismiss the entire system, for it would cease to be without error. Secondly, I was sure that when I found the writings of the early Church Fathers and read them in context, they would set the story straight. 

As I took up this challenge, one by one my preconceived notions of the Catholic Church began to dissipate. Every Catholic claim I investigated led to answers that were more biblical, historical, and reasonable than my existing beliefs. This led to many stomach-turning nights, tears, and the growing, overwhelming sense that if I could not disprove the claims of the Catholic Church, I would have to become Catholic. 
Only One Option 

There is much more to the story, but in the end five key issues rose to the surface that eventually led my wife, our little girls, and me to enter the Catholic Church. 
1. Truth: I’m Not a Relativist 
I realized that there were many things I believed about Jesus and the Christian faith, but that there was no way to differentiate between truth and opinion. Jesus proclaimed that He is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). When Jesus was before Pilate, He said that He came to testify to the truth (Jn. 18:37–38). The New Testament refers to truth as something that can be known (John 8:31–32), as something to believe (2 Thessalonians 2:11–12) and something to be lived (1 John 1:6). 

The perspective of Scripture is that "truth" is not a matter of subjective, individual, private opinion, but is objective and can be confidently known. Since God’s truth is so important and can impact one’s eternal life, Christ must have left us a way to discern the truth and resolve conflicts when people come to different definitions of what is true. Scripture is also very clear that truth is not simply something to be believed, but lived. At some point truth must intersect with real life and with real people. Something believed is not fully believed until it is lived.
2. Subjective Experiences Don’t Make Something True or Untrue 
We know that people can profess faith in Christ but live lives contrary to the Gospel. Conversely, someone can verbally reject the Gospel of Christ, yet display actions that are more Christlike than those who openly profess faith in Christ. The point here is that a subjective experience does not make something true or untrue. If someone professes belief in Christ but is unfaithful to Christ, their actions do not render the teaching about Christ untrue. Likewise, if someone rejects Christ, but lives a better life and is more loving than the professing Christian, does that mean their view of Christ is true? No.

Many people say the Catholic Church is flawed simply because they had a poor experience in the parish they attended or because they have only known Catholics who poorly lived their faith. The challenge is to not render judgment based on experience, but to press through experience and unearth the truth. With that said, the ideal certainly remains for all Catholics to live their faith to the fullest extent and for people to have a positive subjective experience in the Church.
3. Authority: Who Has the Authority to Determine What Is True? 
I believe that the Scriptures are the inspired Word of God and that they are inerrant. This means that they are free from error and can be completely trusted as an accurate source for Christian teaching. With this profession comes the admission of a problem: A written text must have someone to determine its meaning and application.

The Christian faith is not like a simple math problem. A simple math problem needs no interpreter. Theological issues on the pages of Sacred Scripture do not present themselves quite as simply or objectively. Let me give a brief example from just one point of essential Christian theology that has many different perspectives in Scripture: 
The Question: What Is Required to Be Saved? 

Mark 16:16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 

Ephesians 2:8–9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God — not because of works, lest any man should boast. 

James 2:14, 17, 24 What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not works? Can his faith save him? . . . So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead . . . You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

The diversity in these verses is clear. The question is, who has the proper authority to interpret Scripture? When two people come to different conclusions on a major point of theology, like salvation, and they both cite Scripture to support their case, can they both be true? If there is not an authoritative way to understand the Gospel, we resort to following the leader who is most charismatic and who can best communicate his position in such a way that it draws people.
4. The Witness of the Early Church Fathers 
Before looking into the Catholic Church, I had never heard of the Church Fathers who lived in the early centuries of the Church. My greatest shock was that the theology, practice, and structure of the earliest Christians, those who lived just after the Apostles, looked very, very Catholic. I had always been told that the Catholic Church emerged much later, in the fourth century. But as I studied the early Church, I found that the core foundational theology of the nature of God, salvation, sin, the Church, Scripture, authority, and more was very Catholic. 
These early Christians are the men and women who courageously defended the faith in the face of bloody persecution, torture, and execution. They preserved the Scriptures and, during the fourth century, determined which Christian writings were inspired and assembled them into the New Testament, which we have today. Through these early centuries they defended the deity of Christ, His virgin birth, and His literal Resurrection. They were equally clear that Baptism is normatively necessary for salvation and that the Eucharist truly becomes Christ’s Body and Blood. 

This leads to one of two conclusions: Either the Apostles failed to pass on the basic message of the Gospel and the nature of the Church to their very own disciples, and thus the true Church immediately slipped away, only to be rediscovered at the time of the Reformation in the early 1500s, or the Apostles passed on everything accurately and the writings we possess are a true representation of the early Church. 

The overwhelming evidence is that the Apostles did not fumble away the faith and the Church, but faithfully passed on all they were taught by Jesus and the Holy Spirit, and that this is the Catholic Church.
5. My Love for Christ 
This journey was one of logic and mounting facts, but it began and is being sustained even today completely by my love for Christ. My only desire in life is to serve Christ and to be faithful to that to which He calls me. I never set out to be Catholic — I set out rather to disprove certain key aspects of Catholic theology. 

In August 2004 I resigned from my pastorate, and in December of that year, my wife and I and our three daughters were received into the Catholic Church. It was a day of great joy as we all came home to the fullness of the Christian faith. 

I have become convinced that there is no fuller way to follow Christ and to receive all that He truly has for us than to be Catholic. In the Catholic Church is the fullness of truth, and it is not based on subjective experience. Both Scripture and history show that Christ established the Catholic Church to be the authoritative interpreter of God’s Word. To this day my desire is not to simply be Catholic, but to follow Christ to the fullest extent possible, and that has led me home to the Catholic Church. 

Drake McCalister graduated with his MA in theology from Franciscan University in 2007. He has worked as a research assistant in CUF’s Catholic Responses department since spring 2007. Visit www.catholiccall.com to read the full story of Drake’s journey and his daily reflections based on the lectionary for Mass. 

