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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (EVANGELICAL) – 75
"Donut Man" converts to Catholicism
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-religion/1701310/posts
http://crossed-the-tiber.blogspot.in/2006/08/donut-man-converts-to-catholicism.html
By Russ Rentler, August 28, 2006

NEWS FLASH!! Another Tiber Jumper! 

Renowned Christian entertainer and recording artist, Rob Evans AKA "The Donut Man" has come home! Just this past Easter he was received into the Catholic Church! I remember how my kids grew up listening to the Donut Man and when I close my eyes I can still hear "I like the Bible, I like the Bible, cuz I read it and I do it..."

Congrats Mr. Donut Man! We will pray for you and look forward to even greater opportunities for your ministry. 

To see the story of Rob's journey home to the Catholic Church see him tell his story on EWTN's Journey Home on September 11th, 2006. Go to EWTN's website: http://www.ewtn.com/journeyhome/index.asp. You can listen live on the web or watch on your local cable TV station if they carry EWTN programming. You can go to Rob's Donut Man Website at www.donutman.com. 
Meet the Donut man
http://www.donutman.com/?page=meetdonutman
I am Rob Evans - The Donut Man, known for my Bible story-songs. I'm actually a 'Donut Repair Man'... Why? I use a donut to illustrate how something can be good, and yet still have something missing. At the end of every presentation, after kids hear the good news of Jesus, they get to fill the empty hole in a donut with a round pastry and then eat it! This 'edible Gospel object-lesson' points to a simple truth: though we are made in God's image, our hearts have a "God-shaped empty-place" that only God can fill! I 'run' with that theme with everything I do. That's why every 'Donut Man' CD, DVD and concert shows how God's love 'repairs' our lives. Using different Bible-based themes, my stories and songs promote knowing God personally, and God's people personally as well. (God illustrates this principle when He refers to Himself as "the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob"). As we focus on the great heroes of the faith, by the grace and the Spirit of God, their examples fill our hearts with courage, prayer and love. The songs are both spiritually and creatively engaging because they are sung from the "first-person" perspective; Daniel is sung by the Lion, the Mustard Seed sings about faith, etc. Every CD in our "Just For Kids" series mixes "Songs That Teach, & Songs That Praise", to present a different aspect of God's character: "King of Kings" presents God is as King,; "The Farmer" presents God as a Farmer, with other themes such as a Builder, Shepherd and so on. On the DVD, "Barnyard Fun", we all help 'Uncle Jim' at his farm, and in the process learn that Jesus is like a farmer, working within us to produce the Fruit of His Spirit; fruit which he expects to find upon His return. This Integrity Music series has produced multiple platinum and gold awards for sales over six million units world-wide.

 

Background: My wife and I are both 'children of divorce'. I think it has given us much empathy for the feelings of children. As we suffered with, and pray for our families, so we also pray for healing and reconciliation in the Church of Jesus Christ. I don’t know if unity will ever occur in our lifetime, but meanwhile, I will continue to sing in Protestant and Catholic settings, doing my best to tell stories and sing about those things that are common to all Christians (see my Concert Scrapbook for more concert details). My concert ministry simply tells the story of Jesus in song. I have references from all types of churches, so let me know what makes you feel comfortable, and I will deliver a concert that amplifies your tradition. It's that simple.
In Protestant circles, I try to be sensitive to the tradition and/or style that is in place. I always talk with leadership in advance to determine what their curriculum goals are, and welcome opportunities to craft the presentation in a way that reinforces the lessons the children have been learning. I have written many songs for the major VBS publishers; such as Gospel Light, Group, and David C. Cook, (who presently holds my Integrity Music copyrights.) I performed for the Billy Graham Crusades in Pittsburgh, Cleveland, and Portland, singing to 40,000 people at a time (see my Concert Scrapbook for references and for more concert details) I sang for 12,000 people for the Assemblies of God in Singapore at their Indoor Stadium. Since 1982, I have been a regular children's minister at the 'Creation Festival', in central Pennsylvania, with average attendance of 75,000 per event. This year Harry Thomas, founder, and I celebrate my thirtieth year with him. He is a good friend who was the very first director to invite me to such a gathering. For twenty years I was a regular at the Children's Pastor's Conferences in Nashville, Denver, Orlando and San Diego, as keynote, and as recipient of their "Excellence in Ministry to Children" award. I even sang at the Ibadan Cultural Center in Nigeria, as we toured Lagos, Badagry, and Victoria Island. This ignited our popularity for Nigerian fellowships in the UK, where we have toured annually since 1998.

In a Catholic setting, I include songs that present lessons about the seven Sacraments with Scripture-based songs that illuminate and amplify their meaning. For example, my "Bath Song" illustrates baptism in a delightful way that the littlest children enjoy, as they scrub their hands. I have a concert that leads children step-by-step through a music-based, wonder-filled study of the Mass, pausing to consider each sequence in song. (Check out my "Liturgical" page for references from DRE's and for more info and musical samples). And I am delighted to add, that EWTN has been broadcasting my videos world-wide since 1997; fifteen years.
Adoptive Parents: On a more personal note, in 1997, my wife and I, through Catholic Charities, went to Russia to adopt our sixth child, Tonya. She was five, had been starved and neglected, and entered our home with profound abandonment issues. Shelley and I have shared in Tonya's difficult journey, 'two steps forward and one step back'. We are committed to her fully realizing that she is a child of God, and our child, as we love her unconditionally. Tonya has had a constant struggle to accept that love and to believe in that love. As public speakers, we welcome opportunities to share in our adventure with Tonya, and of the prayer that has brought us close to the adoptive heart of God. Our zeal for the unwanted children and for special-needs children permeates all that we do, say and think. (We are a particular hit among the Downs Syndrome community; a gift of life which we affectionately call the 'Love Chromosome'. We now have eight grandchildren, seven boys, one girl. One of our grandsons has Noonan's syndrome which makes our lives all the richer.
In Conclusion, I just want to sing to kids about how wonderful Jesus is! I hope you enjoy my materials in your home and classroom, and that you consider inviting me to sing in your church or parish. Thirty years, six million CD's, videos, and DVD's sold, thousands of concerts performed, countless testimonies of lives touched and inspired.... I believe one Donut Man concert can impact children forever. That is why I do it, and why I approach each and every presentation as a high calling and a great privilege indeed.

Rob Evans, The Donut Man.
He Was an Evangelical Christian Until He Read Aquinas
http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/1653/
By Tom Wehner, National Catholic Register ^ December 19, 2006 

Rob Evans has taught millions of Christians that "Life without Jesus is like a doughnut: There’s a hole in the middle of your heart."
Jesus filled the hole in Evans’ heart by bringing him to the Catholic Church. 

Evans, 53, was hugely popular as an Evangelical Christian performer, selling more than 6 million CDs and DVDs, and appearing at more than 2,500 church concerts and conferences. His Donut Repair Club has been a mainstay of EWTN’s programming for the past 10 years. 

Evans, his wife of 33 years, Shelley, and one of his children — daughter Tonya, 14 — were received into the Catholic Church this past Easter. 

Evans spoke with Register correspondent Tom Wehner about what he called his "discovery" of the Catholic faith.

What was your upbringing like?

I grew up in the Presbyterian church. And when my parents divorced when I was 6, the church in Paoli (Pa.) told [my mother] that divorce might be the best thing for her in this situation because she found “true love” with another man and that she had her whole life ahead of her. The church did not fight for the unity of our family. … So we stopped going to church.

When I was at Rutgers, I read everything. I read Nietzsche, I read Sartre, Plato. … I was reading about Western civilization, but nobody was talking about Jesus. I saw an ad in The Daily Targum (campus newspaper) advertising a study on the philosophy of Christ one evening. And I went to a room that held a thousand people, and I was the only one there. … I was thirsting for something. I was considering Christ, but I wasn’t seeing him.

Tell me about your introduction to Christ.

When I was 19 and Shelley was 17, we were "born again" in a charismatic Pentecostal group. It made inroads into the local high school; that’s how Shelley came in. My mother was going through her third divorce, and a woman at the local swimming club, her best friend, told her all about Jesus; she was from Latvia, and she pronounced it "Cheesus." My mom had hope in her heart that Jesus would heal her marriage. My mother visited her friend’s pastor — Dennis Corrigan, who was a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary. 

I went to talk to Dennis … and he ended up leading me to Jesus Christ. I said to him, "Nietzsche, Sartre, Plato — what about all these philosophies?" He said, "They’re dead. Jesus Christ is alive."
I said, "What about Adam and Eve? What about the Bible? Do you really believe these things?" Right in the middle of this conversation, his wife comes up with a plate of cookies and coffee and their two little preschoolers come up to get a big kiss goodnight, and there was joy and peace and order and beauty in that home. I wanted that. They brought Christ to me philosophically and biblically in their lives.

Dennis was the one who baptized me. Their next door neighbor was a teenage girl who brought her friend — whom I fell in love with — to church. It was love at first sight. So Shelley Tait came in, and we were engaged four months later and were married that very year.

I quit Rutgers University and went to work as a carpenter.

What happened to cause your church to splinter, and how did you maintain your faith throughout this ordeal?

The church split over discipleship. By this time, 1978, I had 12 men working for me; I had been married for five years. I had three kids and another one on the way. All of my friends, my whole company, moved to Florida from Philadelphia. My company was devastated. 

After two more splits, we ended up being in a church of about five or 10 people, and it once had been thousands. What I thought was my forever family was gone, gone and gone again. We kept our focus on Jesus in heaven — the celestial church. Obviously, there was no earthly church that had any true unity. 

Because Shelley and I are both children of divorce, when the church fell apart it brought terrific stress to our marriage. We know of a number of couples that then divorced after this meltdown. 

During this period of time, we kept telling our children about Jesus and I kept singing them daddy’s songs. So the emotion, the joy and the assurance that the Holy Spirit gave us was what I sang about. God continued to hold us together and kept blessing us with children. We had five in seven years.

How did you become the Donut Man?

In the middle of that crucible, I maintained a habit of tucking the kids in every night with a Bible story and then I would go to my office and write a song. 

So I wrote dozens and dozens and dozens of songs from tucking my kids in, and then my wife observed that my children were singing daddy’s songs, so she surprised me with $1,250 that she had saved for us to go on a second honeymoon. 

She said, "I think you should make a recording with these songs so we can bless some other people." So we prayed about it, and I did. And I went into my friend’s recording studio and recorded daddy’s songs. And one of those songs was, "Life without Jesus is like a doughnut; there’s a hole in the middle of your heart." 

My brother-in-law took a picture of me peeking through a doughnut for my first cover, and it was called "Musical Donuts." 

That was in 1982, and it grew from there in a remarkable way.

Tell me about the path you took to your conversion.

I didn’t convert to Catholicism, I discovered Catholicism. The word "converted" I wear reluctantly only because it communicates, and it’s an accepted part of Catholic culture.

When I used to drive by a Catholic church, I would pray a blessing on that church: "Lord, save those poor Catholics. Pour your Spirit out on that church. Amen." Little did I know that I was praying for myself. 

In 1991, we moved to Nashville to be closer to Integrity Music, which was based in Mobile, Ala. We went to a Baptist church, but that underwent a split. And then in 2001 we moved back home to Ocean County, N.J., and joined a church there.
We were home. But within six months, we were kicked out over a theological dispute over alcohol.

As I went through the last meltdown, I said to my wife, "You know, the Catholic Church has a unity."  And we started going to Mass in our local parish that we would drive by every day — St. Francis of Assisi. This was in February of 2005. And we would kneel down in the quiet and, you know what? Catholics read the Bible every Mass. And when I saw the way they revered the Host, I was really touched. … And all of the priests — Father Steve, Father Kevin, Father Tom and Father John — revered Christ in the Eucharist, I could see it. I could feel it, too.

Was there one particular incident that brought everything into focus?

Back when I was in my 20s, I read How Then Shall We Live by Francis Schaeffer. He lays the blame for the fires of the Reformation at the feet of Thomas Aquinas. I had also been taught that to include Mary in the equation any more than two weeks around Christmas was idolatrous.

Right around February and March of 2005 as we were starting to "nibble" at Mass, I went to a Border’s bookstore in the Hamilton mall near Atlantic City. And I love photography. 

Well, right next to P for Photography is R for Religion. I saw a book of sermonettes by Thomas Aquinas from Sophia Press. I pulled it out, popped it open to his teaching on "Hail Mary, full of grace." And he asked the question, "How full of grace would the mother of Jesus Christ be?" This is the only time an angel has accorded a human being this kind of honor. I found it such a poignant, thoughtful question, beautifully stated and in no way idolatrous. 

It was completely, profoundly Christ-centered. And it made me consider Mary as the singularly most Christ-centered person who has ever lived. Not just in her head and in her heart, but literally, in her womb. 

I just grabbed the book, I bought it, and went out and read it to my wife in the car, and we both looked at each other … We had just gone to Mass a couple times … and now this was Aquinas, the guy who was to blame for the Reformation … I find out that he’s not an idolater. This guy is truly a Church father. And what he had to say about Mary, well, I devoured it. 

We sat there in the parking lot of Border’s and I read it to Shelley, and in unison we said to each other, "We’re Catholic."
At the same time we were considering these things, my daughter Sarah and her husband, Pete Johnson, did convert to Catholicism. 

Were there other realizations that opened your mind and heart to Catholicism and the sacraments? 

As the Donut Man, I was looking for an authoritative way to teach the children. I color-coded all of my videos for children who couldn’t read. I have the "yellow video," the "green video," the "red video" — matching the coveralls that I wore in the videos. And then I went to Mass and I saw the different colors that were keyed to the liturgical calendar, which gives you historicity. 

I was never taught my baptism was symbolic. If my baptism circumcised my heart, crucified, buried and resurrected me with Christ in the waters of baptism, that ain’t symbolic. That’s sacramental.

My approach to communion was never symbolic. It was always sacramental. My approach to my wife was sacramental. And I knew that confession isn’t just to God. Through the Promise Keepers movement, with covenant groups in the evangelical realm, they were called accountability groups. Hello! That’s confessing, that’s invoking Jesus’ initiative with Peter: "I give you the keys. What you bind on earth is bound in heaven, what you loose on earth is forgiven in heaven." … That’s sacramental. 

The Catholic Church maintains this pattern in the Eucharist that Christ himself comes to us in the bread and the cup. Why would Protestants break that pattern and accept a communion that, at best, is a sweet meditation and a reverencing of Jesus Christ. … The Catholic Church has a fuller view of Communion. It’s not a question of right and wrong. It’s a question of good vs. miraculous.

What does the future hold for the Donut Man?

My kids tell me, "Dad you were a great Protestant evangelist and you’re going to be a great Catholic evangelist." Well, we’re going to find out. I’m not going to bite the hand that fed me for 33 years. So I’m still going to reach out to my separated brothers and sisters. I am focusing on a new kid’s album right now with "The Eucharist Song," "Holy Water on My Face," and "All for the Love of Mary."
