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About Fr. Christopher Phillips
http://www.theanglocatholic.com/2011/02/our-family-is-growing/
Fr. Christopher G. Phillips is the pastor of Our Lady of the Atonement Catholic Church in San Antonio, Texas, where he has served for the past twenty-eight years. He is the founding pastor of the first Anglican Use parish, erected in 1983 under the terms of the Pastoral Provision. Fr. Phillips was ordained as an Anglican for the Diocese of Bristol, England, in 1975. After serving as Curate for three years at St. Stephen Southmead, he returned to the United States and served in two Episcopal parishes in the Diocese of Rhode Island. In 1981 he left the Episcopal Church and moved with his family to Texas, where he was subsequently ordained as a Catholic priest in 1983. Fr. Phillips and his wife, JoAnn, have been married for forty years. They have five children, all grown and married, and two grandchildren.
Our Family Is Growing!

http://www.theanglocatholic.com/2011/02/our-family-is-growing/ 
By Fr. Christopher Phillips, February 21, 2011
I received an email today from the Most Reverend Irl A. Gladfelter, Metropolitan of the Anglo-Lutheran Catholic Church, with the very good news that the clergy and parishes of the ALCC will be entering the Ordinariate with us. The following is a synopsis of what led to this marvellous development, which was sent to me by Most Rev. Edward J. Steele, the ALCC Bishop of Florida, and who is one of our regular commenters.

On May 13, 2009, The Anglo-Lutheran Catholic Church (ALCC) mailed a letter to Walter Cardinal Kasper, President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, stating the ALCC "desires to undo the mistakes of Father Martin Luther, and return to the One, Holy, and True Catholic Church established by our Lord Jesus Christ through the Blessed Saint Peter." That letter was in turn forwarded to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) for consideration, and the CDF in June 2009 sent the ALCC a reply acknowledging receipt of the petition, with the assurance the request for full membership was being given serious attention.

However when the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI graciously released Anglicanorum coetibus in November that same year, the ALCC did not immediately respond as others did. Instead the ALCC, being of Lutheran heritage, praised God for the apostolic constitution and for the gift offered to our Anglican brothers and sisters; but continued to wait with the blessed hope that our petition too, would soon be granted.

Surprisingly, in October 2010 the ALCC received a letter from Archbishop Luis Ladaria, Secretary of the CDF, informing the ALCC that an Episcopal Delegate, Donald Cardinal Wuerl, had been appointed in the United States to assist the CDF with the implementation of Anglicanorum coetibus (Cardinal Wuerl was still an Archbishop at the time however). The letter further stated, "As we proceed toward the erection of Ordinariates we would invite you, therefore, to make contact directly with Archbishop Wuerl at the following address…" Humbly, the ALCC responded with a resounding "YES", mailing a letter to Cardinal Wuerl in compliance with the correspondence received from the CDF, requesting to be a part of this wonderful reunification within the Body of Christ. 

It is with great joy and deep gratitude, therefore, that the Anglo-Lutheran Catholic Church makes known her intention to enter the American Ordinariate under the provisions of Anglicanorum coetibus, and looks forward to serving with all our brothers and sisters in Christ to undo the Reformation and restore the visible, corporate unity of Christ’s One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.

Welcome, brothers and sisters in Christ… it looks as though we’ll be adding some more pins to the map!

An Introduction to the Parish
Our Lady of the Atonement
Catholic Church
http://www.atonementonline.com/intro.php 
A Brief Description and History 

Our Lady of the Atonement Church is a Roman Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of San Antonio, and is the first of several "personal parishes" erected in the United States for the Anglican Use Liturgy.  This parish has no affiliation with the so-called "Continuing Anglican Movement," or with any branch of the Episcopal or Anglican churches. Rather, its members, many of whom are converts from the Episcopal Church, have been granted permission to retain some elements of the Anglican liturgical heritage while being fully Roman Catholic. Throughout the world the Catholic Church has numerous liturgical rites all under the authority of the Roman Pontiff, and the Church has always taught that there can be legitimate diversity in unity. While the liturgy used at Our Lady of the Atonement Parish is not a separate Rite, it is the only approved variation of the Latin Rite in the United States. 

The creation of the "Anglican Use" parishes stemmed from the statement made by Pope John Paul II in 1980, as a result of a proposal from the bishops of this country to develop terms under which former Episcopal clergymen and other members of the Episcopal Church could be admitted to full communion in the Catholic Church while still retaining some elements of their liturgy, tradition and devotional life. On August 15, 1983, a small group of converts from the Episcopal Church was received into the Roman Catholic Church by the Most Reverend Patrick F. Flores, Archbishop of San Antonio, in the Cathedral of San Fernando. At the same ceremony, the Reverend Christopher G. Phillips, also a convert to the fulness of the Catholic Faith, was ordained by the Archbishop to be their pastor. These eighteen people were the founding members of Our Lady of the Atonement Parish. For the first time in the history of the Western Church a group of Protestants was welcomed into the bosom of Holy Mother Church with a Pastoral Provision which includes the right to seek the establishment of Personal Parishes under the authority of diocesan bishops, a unique liturgical use, particular devotional practices, and a married clergy on a limited basis. 
Our Liturgical Heritage 

There are those who ask why Our Lady of the Atonement has a liturgical rite which is different from that which is found in other Catholic parishes. As Episcopalians, our liturgy was contained in the BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. Much of what it contains is based upon the ancient liturgy of the Catholic Church, and was translated from the Latin into English in the sixteenth century. In the great Catholic ecclesiastical centers of England -- Salisbury, Hereford, York, Bangor and Lincoln -- distinct English liturgical uses existed prior to the Protestant separation. Because of a series of unfortunate historical circumstances, our spiritual forefathers had taken us out of communion with the Catholic Church; however, our way of worshipping and thinking retained much of the Catholic heritage. Now, with the establishment of the Pastoral Provision for an "Anglican Use" Common Identity within the Catholic Church, the historical precedent of a particularly English "Use" is once again a reality. 

Following the 1976 Episcopal Church Convention, a number of catholic-minded Episcopalians gathered together to explore ways to approach Rome, and the Society of St. Augustine was founded for this purpose. The San Antonio group formed St. Anthony’s Church. The laity contacted Fr. Phillips in Rhode Island, who came to San Antonio with his family in January of 1982. Prior to that, in 1979, a formal request and proposal was made to the Holy Father through the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. In June 1980, the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued the Holy Father’s "Pastoral Provision," which granted the petitioners’ request: "... a common identity reflecting certain elements of their own heritage." [Art. #84, "More Vatican II Documents" ed. Austin Flanney, O.P.]. These people, who formerly constituted St. Anthony’s Anglican Catholic Church, were received on the Solemnity of the Assumption of our Blessed Mother, 15 August 1983. 

In November of 1983, Fr. Phillips was appointed to serve on the Vatican’s Liturgical Commission for the Anglican Use headed by (then) Archbishop (now Cardinal) Vigilio Noé, of the Sacred Congregation for Sacraments and Divine Worship. This special Commission convened in Rome for the purpose of establishing the Anglican Use Liturgy. When the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, and certain members of the Vatican Curia saw the great depth and beauty of our forms of worship, they judged that it was worthy to be incorporated into the official liturgical life of the Roman Catholic Church. The Order of Mass is approved for use in two forms: Rite I (in traditional English) and Rite II (in contemporary English). Also approved is the Psalter in two translations (traditional and contemporary), the Rite for Baptism, the Rite for Marriage, the Order for the Burial of the Dead, the Order for Morning Prayer, the Order for Evening Prayer, and the Great Litany. Certain saints’ days are observed in addition to those on the general Calendar. 
Membership 

In 1983, Our Lady of the Atonement Parish was established primarily for former Episcopalians who converted to the Catholic Church, and according to the Decree of Erection promulgated by Archbishop Patrick F. Flores, all former Episcopalians and other former members of the world-wide Anglican Communion who reside in this Archdiocese have a right to belong to the parish. In addition to these individuals from an Anglican background, we count converts from numerous other religious bodies as well as many life-long Roman Catholics as members. The parish is not territorial, but rather is a Personal Parish as outlined in Canon 518.  
The Archbishop has placed no restrictions on participation in the parish, since all Catholics may fulfill their religious obligations in any approved rite of the Catholic Church; therefore, all Catholics are welcome to take a full and active part in parish life and worship. 
The Cultural Milieu of the Parish 

Our Lady of the Atonement Church conforms completely to Catholic doctrine, Catholic practice, and Catholic moral teaching; however, its raison d’etre is primarily the liturgical use which belongs to it by right. Also, it maintains a particular cultural tradition which is expressed in such things as music, art, architecture, devotional life, preaching, language, literature, and even in its style of social ministry and personal interaction. With the long-standing practice of having married clergy in Churches and ecclesial communities other than in the Latin Rite of the Catholic Church, those parishioners whose background is in Anglicanism or in other forms of Protestantism are accustomed to there being a place for the priest’s wife and children in the life and ministry of both the pastor and the parish. 
The Vision of the Parish 

Our Lady of the Atonement Church exists as a small witness to the legitimate diversity which is found within the unity of the Catholic Church. Its vision is the vision of the whole Church; namely, "to restore all things in Christ." Its liturgical life, spirituality and other cultural characteristics provide a setting and atmosphere which many find conducive to their growth in, and expression of, the Faith. The ecumenical ramifications of this are important, in that the eternal verities are expressed in ways which are more familiar to those from certain backgrounds, more readily enabling them to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. Also, as a testimony to the broader appeal of the liturgical and cultural life of the parish, there are those who, even though they do not have a non-Catholic background, find here a spiritual home and inspiration for the carrying out of their individual apostolates. These tools -- liturgy, spirituality, culture -— are used, then, in the carrying out of this vision: to welcome as many as possible into the full communion of the Church; to reconcile those who have, for whatever reason, wandered away from active life in the Church; to animate those who comprise the parish, so that they might show Christ and His redeeming love in the world. 
The School 

The Atonement Academy opened on 15 August 1994 guided by its Mission Statement, which says, "The spiritual, moral, intellectual, social and physical elements of the education which it offers are taught within the context of the Catholic Faith, and so a place of primary importance is given to helping each student develop a personal relationship with God, using those means provided by our Lord Jesus Christ ministering through the Church which He has founded." Although at the time the school was built the parish was small, nonetheless the parishioners took seriously the importance of the place of education within the total ministry of the Church.  Because it was founded as a school of a parish of the Pastoral Provision, it was always intended -- and indeed, it was necessary -- that it should reflect the vision of Our Lady of the Atonement Parish. Just as those who attend the parish do so by choice, knowing that it is part of the legitimate diversity which enriches our archdiocese, so those who consider enrolling their children in the school should do so for the same reason, choosing it not only for the academic education offered, but also for its liturgical, spiritual and cultural foundation which makes that diversity already present in the archdiocese a part of the archdiocesan school system. 

As the parish was established to be part of the archdiocese, so its school was established to be part of the archdiocesan school system; however, as the parish exists as part of the Pastoral Provision for the "Anglican Use" Common Identity, so does its school. Any parent enrolling a child in The Atonement Academy -- whether parishioner or not -- can be assured that the religious instruction is, indeed, fully Catholic, and that the religious practices are all within the legitimate and approved customs of the Catholic Church. 
Former Anglican Priests: What about the Families?

http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/former-anglican-priests-what-about-the-families/ EXTRACT
By Charlotte Hays, August 19, 2011

With many married clergymen coming into the Church, logistical problems arise. […]

Episcopal clergymen in the United States often get in touch with Father Christopher Phillips, another former Anglican priest who is pastor of Our Lady of the Atonement, an Anglican-use parish in San Antonio, Texas, to inquire about becoming Catholic priests. 

"I put a fatherly arm around them and say, 'Don’t think you are going to be able to live like you have been living'," Father Phillips said. Like Father Davis, Father Phillips came into the Church under Pope John Paul II’s 1980 pastoral provision, a precursor to Anglicanorum Coetibus.
Clergy from the "continuing Church" movement — breakaway Episcopal churches, which tend to be less lavishly endowed — may face less financial shock, Father Phillips said, because "they are more used to putting cardboard in their shoes." 

"When I finally discerned that God was calling me to full communion with the successor of St. Peter," said Father Hellyer, "we had no idea of what our future income might be or where it would come from." […]
When Father Phillips of Our Lady of the Atonement first came into the Catholic Church, a group of former Episcopalians asked him to come to Texas and help them build a church. They cobbled together a salary of $1,000 a month. The result of their efforts was Our Lady of the Atonement, 700 families strong and boasting a parish school with more than 500 students.

"I realized that the children were my responsibility, and so I looked around for extra work as a priest — and there was loads of it," Father Phillips said. "It also didn’t cost anything to live in my rectory. We ate a lot of macaroni and cheese, and my wife, JoAnn, got cramps from cutting out coupons. It wasn’t difficult, and the return is fabulous — the privilege of being a Catholic priest."
Now the Archdiocese of San Antonio pays him the same stipend as any other priest — reportedly under $1,300 a month. 

