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Family is family
http://www.theanglocatholic.com/2011/01/family-is-family/ 
By Fr. Chori Seraiah, January 19, 2011

Fellowship and brotherhood are not the only reasons that I am joining the soon-coming Ordinariate, but they are high on the list. I spent an hour this evening with four wonderful Catholic brothers in our living room telling them about my journey from Protestantism to the Catholic Church. They came over, out of their own generosity (though we had not met before today), to help us move our piano (it was a small one–really). The original source of help was a deacon's wife at Christ the King Catholic Church here in Des Moines. She had seen a post by me here on The Anglo-Catholic a while back and offered help when we arrived. It turned out we really needed help getting our piano from the garage (the limit of where my wife and I were able to get it moved) all the way into the house. We are greatly indebted to all of them, and are thankful that the Lord blesses us with such generous brethren.

We sat in our living room, having known each other for a total of about ten minutes (the time it took them to get the piano in the house and then sit down), and talked like we were friends from way back. There is something that I have always appreciated about the Catholic Church, even when I was a staunch Protestant. The "family" nature to the entire thing. Someone once told me, "once a Catholic, always a Catholic" and he was referring to this very "family identity" that I am trying to describe. As a Baptist when someone said he was a Baptist, I always had to ask a few probing questions to determine "which kind of Baptist?" Things were no different as a Presbyterian. There were low church "prezzies", high church "prezzies" and reformed presbyterians (who didn't like the term "prezzy"). Then I became an Anglican and I had to learn a whole new set of acronyms. Same game, different players.

Generally speaking, Catholics are Catholics, and they all tend to consider each other as part of the "Catholic family". This is something that is greatly lacking in Anglican circles today (and virtually non-existent in Protestantism at large). It is, obviously, par for the course in the Anglican churches because they are so splintered and divided into the alphabet soup of "continuing Anglicans" that one needs a score card to tell them apart. Many of us have gotten used to the fact that we have to find out "which kind of Anglican" someone is when we are first introduced to him. This should not be so.

How did we get used to this type of division and come to consider it merely a part of the days we live in? If I am needing to check whether my brother is "of Apollos" or "of Paul" or "of Cephas" (1 Corinthians 1:12), then something has gone horribly wrong. I know that things are not all shiny and perfect in the Catholic Church, but the sense of family identity that I have encountered is quite similar to the old Hebrew concept of "covenant identity" that helped maintain cohesiveness in our Jewish forefathers. When the Ordinariate happens I do not want to lose the heritage I've been given in Anglicanism. I am joyful that the Apostolic Constitution allows us to retain most of these things, and I will never hide them. Yet, at the same time, I do not want to be a "type" of Catholic. I would prefer if people do not say, "he's one of 'those' Catholics". It should be first that we are Catholic, and then if someone wants to know what our spirituality looks like, we can tell them of the special blessings of medieval English Catholicism that we have been allowed to retain. When we get to talking about liturgy, we can mention that many of the things that developed outside the Catholic Church after the Reformation have been brought back in and protected so that they may fully flourish. If someone says, "You're a Catholic priest? But you're married!?" I will be able to tell them about the blessings that Pope Benedict bestowed on us when he said that we could retain this also. I do not wish to introduce myself as "Hi! I'm one of 'those' kind of Catholics". The family is the family, and we should be able to say "I'm Catholic" and allow our special traditions and liturgies to be aspects of who we are, rather than the substance of who we are. As one of gentleman visitors said tonight, "What exciting days we are living in."
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I was a priest in the Traditional Anglican Communion, but have recently been ordained a Deacon and incardinated into the Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter. I have served as pastor in various Protestant congregations, and have pretty much "seen it all". I was born into a family of "non-practicing" Catholics. They had me baptized, but before long they stopped going to Church and began looking at other religions. When I got to my teen years I stumbled around in various evangelical circles for a while, but when I finally went to seminary (my early twenties), I was a "hard as nails" Baptist. After one pastor got me to start reading the Church Fathers (the best "mistake" a Baptist can ever make), I began to realize that I couldn't find my own personal theology in the Early Church. That really bothered me, because I believed that we should agree with the Church Fathers. I got married to my wonderful wife back in 1990 when we were both Baptists, and she has followed me through this long journey with beautiful patience and love. We currently have five children and homeschool all of them. I've been through a wide section of Protestantism. From Baptist, to reformed Baptist, to Presbyterian, to reformed Presbyterian, to high Church puritan, to Presbyterianglican, to evangelical Anglican, Anglo-Catholic and now Catholic. I've pastored Baptist churches, Presbyterian churches, a parish in the Reformed Episcopal Church, one in the Anglican Church in America and have fifteen years experience in all the best (and worst) of Protestant church life. After all this, I now find it quite ironic that the Lord is calling me back to the faith from which I was "kidnapped" as a child. Back then I did not know what it meant to be Catholic, because I was never taught; but now that I do know, I am committed to returning. I am deeply thankful for the beauties of Anglican spirituality, for it was through it that I found my way back home.
