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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT (METHODIST) – 99
A River Runs to It: A New Exodus of Protestants Streams to Rome

http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/religion/re0252.html EXTRACT
By Brad Wilcox
We’re seeing the first signs of an avalanche of conversions and re-conversions. In 1998, more than 88,000 Protestants were received into the Catholic Church (and more than 73,000 adults were baptized, many of them from Protestant backgrounds) and the Protestants [now] coming into the Church are the most devoted Protestants, people deeply committed to Scripture and prayer. What accounts for this Protestant exodus at the twilight of the 20th century?
Protestant exodus 

The collapse of Protestant morality in American culture, the centrifugal drift of evangelical Protestantism, and the socioeconomic mobility of evangelical Protestants have all played key roles. 

Mainline Protestantism has given tacit, and sometimes explicit, approval to the poisonous fruits of the 1960s — from free love to feminism. Although this accommodation strategy devastated the theological and moral integrity of the mainline, it has, at least in one respect, served clearly providential purposes. For men and women like Ireland, the moral and theological confusion they have found in the mainline is usually the reason they start thinking about heading to Rome. 

Take Thomas Levergood, who had considered a vocation to the Episcopal priesthood. "There are so many compromises with our culture, compromises that violate the fullness of truth, especially on moral issues, in the Episcopal Church," says Levergood, who is pursuing doctoral studies at the University of Chicago. "Being around half-truths and lies awakens in you a hunger for the genuine truth." 

Jeffrey Finch’s crisis of mainline faith came from interacting with his colleagues: Methodist ministers in southern New Jersey. "I remember sitting at annual conference meetings and listening to dilettantes blather on about revisiting doctrinal issues that had been settled centuries ago by ecumenical councils," he recalls. "They were just making it [the Faith] up as they went along. Whatever its historic origins, Methodism had become a do-it-yourself religion."

[I]n the final analysis, the Catholic Church’s claim to be the Church where the fullness of the faith resides — extravagant as this claim may seem to many Protestant believers — exerts a kind of intellectual, spiritual, and moral gravity on the lives of many Protestants who are seeking the Church. Thomas Howard, an evangelical who took the Canterbury trail before ending up in the Catholic Church, conveys some sense of this gravity in Evangelical Is Not Enough: Worship of God in Liturgy and Sacrament: 

The question, What is the Church? becomes, finally, intractable; and one finds oneself unable to offer any very telling reasons why the phrase "one, holy, catholic, and apostolic," which we all say in the [Nicene] Creed, is to be understood in any way other than the way in which it was understood for 1500 years. 

Indeed, the Nicene definition of the Church — "one, holy, catholic, and apostolic" — captures the character of the attraction that Holy Mother Church holds over Protestants seeking the church with the fullness of the faith. 
The Church is Apostolic
The Catholic Church is apostolic in two senses. First, the apostolic authority conferred on the original apostles by our Lord has been passed from bishop to bishop through the two millennia of the Church’s history. Thus, there is an unbroken line of apostolic authority — guaranteed by the laying on of hands, that is, consecration — stretching from Pentecost to the present day. Second, the Church has remained faithful to the deposit of faith left her by the first apostles. 

The Church’s faithful stewardship of that deposit over her long and sometimes checkered past is particularly appealing for historically inclined Protestants. This is what happened to Jeffrey Finch, who was studying patristic history under Thomas Oden at Drew University. Reading Richard John Neuhaus’ The Catholic Moment, Finch was struck by quotations in the book from Pope John Paul II, Cardinal Ratzinger, and the Second Vatican Council. 
"It had never occurred to me that the faith of the Fathers was still being taught, lived, and prayed in contemporary expression," recalls Finch. "But there it was." 

This discovery gave him hope because he had lost faith in the possibility of a Protestant orthodoxy. "It was studying the faith of the early Church that convinced me that the Reformation had not been a ressourcement at all," says Finch. "Rather, I saw that it [the Reformation] had introduced two cancerous doctrines [sola fide and sola scriptura] which eventually metastasized and destroyed the very foundation of the faith as a whole, especially in its accession to private judgment over the teaching authority of the Church." 

Before becoming Catholic, Finch gave serious consideration to Eastern Orthodoxy, but he had concerns about the antiquarian cast of the Orthodox faith. By contrast, his reading of Christian history suggested that the Catholic Church had been able to maintain fidelity to the apostolic deposit even while speaking to her historical moment. 

"Only the Catholic faith has demonstrated itself to be living, dynamic, and capable of authentic development without falling victim to novel, extraneous accretions from purely human tradition," he says. Finch decided to accept that "living, dynamic" faith in 1995. 

A New Age Prophecy: The Imperial Self vs. the Catholic Church

http://www.ctlibrary.com/rq/1995/spring/1235.html 
Jeffrey Finch, April 1, 1995

The Celestine Prophecy: An Adventure, by James Redfield (Warner Books, 1994), 246 pp.

An unlikely pair appeared together atop the bestsellers list in late 1994: for fiction, The Celestine Prophecy by James Redfield and, for non-fiction, Crossing the Threshold of Hope by Pope John Paul II. This strange juxtaposition may reflect the ambivalence with which our divided culture approaches the question of religious truth.

The Celestine Prophecy is a dilettantish attempt, thinly disguised as a novel, at constructing a comprehensive spiritual theology out of a confused patchwork of unidentified Eastern philosophies, quantum physics, popular psychology and, regrettably but predictably, Christianity. Liberally peppered with gratuitous tree-hugging scenes, it's a story about the discovery in Peru of a 600 B.C. Mayan manuscript that foretells a universal shift in consciousness near the end of the twentieth century Redfield predicts that this "new consciousness" will inaugurate the consummation of the dialectical evolution of Western history by forging a "synthesis of the religious and scientific world views" as represented, in his scheme, by the theological hegemony of the medieval Church (thesis) and the atheistic materialism of modernity (antithesis), respectively.

Redfield's ambitious synthesis proffers a trendy cosmology in which the "common stuff underlying all matter" is said to be composed of "a kind of pure energy that is malleable to human intention and expectation." All things, in his bizarre tale, exhibit a semi-corporeal aura of energy which is visible only to the illuminati-that is, to those individuals who have appropriated the "insights" of the manuscript, have enjoyed an environmentally correct diet, and have thereby acquired… 

