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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ROCK STAR – 03
Korn meets Christ: The conversion story of Brian Welch
http://www.cbn.com/entertainment/music/jej_korn_meets_christ.aspx 

By Jennifer E. Jones, Producer, CBN.com  

The busy bees of the media are a'buzzing with news of Brian "Head" Welch of Korn. The hard rock guitarist found, as Southern Gospel folks would say, "that ol' time religion". In a press release on their Web site, Korn announced they "parted ways with [Welch], who has chosen the Lord Jesus Christ as his savior, and will be dedicating his musical pursuits to that end." It stunned the music world, leaving many scratching their heads and some dedicated fans saying, "It must be some practical joke."  It wasn't. The following Sunday, Welch spoke at Valley Bible Fellowship in Bakersfield, California, to a cheering audience of 10,000. In his first public address, he said, "I'm the happiest man in the world right now." 
Welch testified about how his life was on the brink of destruction when a friend gave him a Bible. "It's not about religion," he said, according to MTV News. "It's not about this church; it's not about me. It's about the Book of Life, and everybody needs to be taught this. It's crazy. It's gonna do stuff like this -- like change a guy in a rock band."
A week later, Welch left skeptics with little doubt when he flew to Israel to be baptized in the Jordan River.
If this hasn't shocked you yet, then you probably don't know what kind of music Korn makes. Since 1994, Korn has been a driving force in the rap-metal genre as they fused hip-hop beats with heavy guitar riffs. Their lyrics, mostly based off of the traumatic childhood experiences of frontman Jonathon Davis, are dark, sexually explicit, and disturbing. Condemned by the Chicago Tribune as being "perverts, psychopaths, and paranoiacs", Korn was a staple on MTV in the late 90s for teens who didn't like pop music. With songs like "Freak on a Leash" and "Make Me Bad", anyone from this band would be the last person you'd expect to go to church, let alone profess Jesus Christ from the pulpit.
God works in mysterious ways, doesn't He?
Christians should be the people least surprised by this conversion. We know that in Mark 2:27 Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners" (NIV). If our Lord walked the earth today, we'd more likely find Him at a thrash metal rock concert looking for the wounded rather than sitting in a pew on Sunday morning amongst the righteous. God went to that rock concert and apparently found a hurting soul on stage.
You may be asking, is this for real? It is an important question. We can all name musicians who professed Christ, renounced their ways, and wound up making the same morally sketchy music they made before. After all, secular hip-hop artists are legendary for thanking God in acceptance speeches for songs that are violently graphic and demeaning to women. However, there are exceptions of note. Rapper Mase was a protégé of hip-hop mogul Sean 'P. Diddy' Combs. As a star act on the Bad Boy label, he was in the thick of the hip-hop lifestyle with a brand new, highly anticipated album set to be release. However, after God gave him a vision of leading people into hell, Mase abruptly retired and disappeared for five years. In that time, he pursued the call to be a minister and wrote a book called Revelations: There's a light after the lime.  In 2004, he re-emerged on the rap scene but with a clean album and positive lyrics. It can be done, and Welch's testimony may be one that sticks. Hard rock music does not always lend itself to a lot of riding the theological fence. Complete "about-face" decisions like Welch's are rare. The only one of recent note is Josh Brown, formerly of Full Devil Jacket. After hitting rock bottom, Brown found Christ and now fronts the Christian rock band Day of Fire. I met him last year. He has an amazing heart underneath his tattoo-covered skin. Just spending time with him was a lesson in not judging a book by its cover. So, the question shifts from "Is it for real?" to "How can we tell?" It's difficult to judge, and according to Matthew 7:1, it may not be our place to. We wouldn't have picked half the people God made heroes in the Bible. The Lord explains His rationale perfectly in I Samuel 16:7: "Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart" (KJV). In the meantime, we can take Welch at his word. He left the fortune and the pain to take up his cross. In spite of the cynics, the self-righteous and the non-believers, it's good to see another talented musician come over to the 'bright' side. God bless you, Brian. Welcome to the family.
Brian 'Head' Welch Leaves Korn, Citing Moral Objections to Band's Music
http://www.mtv.com/news/articles/1497313/brian-head-welch-leaves-korn.jhtml 

Guitarist plans to further explain his decision to a church congregation in Bakersfield, California, on Sunday.

By James Montgomery, February 22, 2005

Guitarist Brian "Head" Welch, a founding member of Korn, has left the band and has rededicated his life to Christianity, according to the group's management.

"Korn has parted ways with guitarist Brian 'Head' Welch, who has chosen Jesus Christ as his savior, and will be dedicating his musical pursuits to that end," a statement from the band reads. "Korn respects Brian's wishes, and hopes he finds the happiness he's searching for."

The announcement puts to rest weeks of rumors that Welch was unhappy with Korn's direction. On February 8, he had apparently written a "letter of resignation" to the band's management. In the note, Welch detailed a long list of reasons for leaving the band, including increased moral objections to Korn's music and videos. In particular, he was upset by how he was portrayed in the clip for their cover of Cameo's "Word Up," off their recently released Greatest Hits, Vol. 1 album. In the video, Welch's face was superimposed on a dog patrolling a strip club.

"I can go up there and play those songs and those solos but ... I distanced myself from Korn for probably a year and a half, two years. I just wanted to fade away, it was crazy. I was so gone," Welch told Bakersfield, California, radio station KRAB on Sunday. "But I found my way out and I want to help anyone that wants to see the light at the end of the tunnel. I had to go through the lows to appreciate the highs and it's not perfect but it's damn near."

Welch plans on further explaining his decision to leave Korn this coming Sunday, when he'll address the congregation at the Valley Bible Fellowship in Bakersfield, California. And on February 28 he plans to leave for Israel.

Korn formed in 1992 as the Bakersfield metal act LAPD, which featured Welch and guitarist James "Munky" Shaffer, bassist Reggie "Fieldy" Arvizu and drummer David Silveria. In 1993, vocalist Jonathan Davis joined the group, and they rechristened themselves Korn. Their self-titled 1994 debut went double platinum and was hailed as a landmark album in the burgeoning nü-metal scene. The group released six studio albums with Welch, sales of which have topped the 11-million mark in the U.S. alone. Their final album with Welch, Take a Look in the Mirror, was released in 2003.

According to Korn's management, the band is currently in the studio working on a new record, which is due in stores in September.

Head to Christ
http://www.headtochrist.com/p113572-head-to-christ.cfm 

The Associated Press reports that Brian "Head" Welch, former Korn guitarist and founding member of the multi-platinum band, was baptised on March 5 in the Jordan River, near the Kibbutz Kinneret in northern Israel, just weeks after quitting his band, drug habits and rock and roll lifestyle for religion.
Welch and about 20 other white-robed Christian pilgrims from a church in Bakersfield, California, were immersed by their pastor Ron Vietti in the Jordan River where, according to Biblical history, Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist.
Welch said the ritual baptism had washed away his anger. "You know when you get angry and it builds up? I felt like hurting someone before, now I feel like hugging people," he said.
Vietti said Welch, who has "Jesus" tattooed across his knuckles and "Matthew 11:28," tattooed prominently across his neck, is already attracting a new group of young people to the message of Christianity.
"In recent weeks people have committed their lives to God because they’re so inspired by his story." Vietti said.
Korn announced Welch’s resignation in February 2005 after 13 years with the band. Welch said he had become increasingly depressed and drug-addicted in recent years, but that religion helped him quit. He also said he plans to release more music without the band.
"My songs are God saying things to me, him talking to people. He’s going to use me to heal people and people are going to be drawn to it, just watch, they will be," he said.
A statement published on the official site reads:
"Korn respects Brian’s wishes and hope he finds the happiness he is searching for. Jonathan, Fieldy, James and David are personally closer than ever, and are currently in the studio working on their 8th record."
However a news article posted March 5 on Blabbermouth.net claims Korn frontman Jonathon Davis allegedly posted the following contrary message on his site:
"Well, the writing [for the new album] is almost done.
"I have been having fun watching my ex-guitar player [Brian 'Head' Welch] bash us. What can I say but good luck, bro. I’m done with your false crusade. KORN will keep 'polluting' the world as long as we have fans."
That particular post was nowhere to be found when I went to BSC on March 7 to validate the claim, but a recent post by Davis stated the band have been busy working on the new album, with 13 songs already at demo stage and Dallas Austin selected as producer.
The new record is due to be released this September.
Incidentally, two Bakersfield radio DJs were given their final checks after they used this (rather amusing) catch phrase on air: "Korn Gave Head to God". The phrase began appearing online following announcements of Welch’s departure from the band, and you could even get the T-shirt, albeit briefly.
Former KORN Guitarist: 'The Jesus Tattoo on My Hand Keeps Me from Masturbating'

http://blabbermouth.net/news.aspx?mode=Article&newsitemID=34389
March 19, 2005

Former KORN guitarist Brian "Head" Welch's official web site, HeadToChrist.com, has been updated with a brand new interview with Welch.
Interviewer: Brian, few weeks ago, you felt so desperate that you wanted to die. You even asked God to end your life. What was God's answer to your cry for help?
Brian: Mathew 11:28 and to me it's god saying, "come tell me and seek me with all your heart and i will take away all of your pain inside and will never judge you because i love you and all I want is for you to come to me with everything in life first." i'm also getting another tattoo on the other side of my neck called Matthew 6:19 which is also my birth date. That verse basically says don't store your treasures on earth and don't worship money or fame like it's god. So with that said, i'm funding my life story to glorify god and i will put it out somewhere in the near future. And again i will not keep any of the profit. I’m gonna be like the osbournes but it's focusing on me and god and how much of a sense of humor i have with him but also how much i obey him. for example, THE JESUS TATOO ON MY HAND KEEPS ME FROM MASTURBATING AND I HAVEN'T BEEN WITH A WOMAN SINCE MY EX WIFE LEFT ME ALMOST 5 YEARS AGO. I go to those extremes to be like Christ and it works for me. I'm moving my own.
Interviewer: In your testimony at the Valley Bible Fellowship, you say the Lord has told you He's tired by the way the world is going on. What would you say to people who don't know the love of Christ, and to those who seek happiness in things that cannot fulfill them?
Brian: Christ is the end to all suffering including loss of loved ones, guilt, suicide, perversion, drug abuse, child abuse, murder, etc.
Interviewer: You've just come back from Israel where Ron baptized you in the Jordan River (along with about 20 members of your church). Please, tell us about your experience. What has it done for you?
Brian: I'm at peace with myself and instead of being afraid of my own shadow I fear nothing but the lord. He is the quarterback and I am the football.
Interviewer: Brian, you are the single father of a 6-year-old daughter. Is your faith making a difference in your relationship with her and with others in general?
Brian: Yes I am slowly becoming the best dad in the world because my father in heaven is teaching me. And I don't judge people anymore even if they judge me first. It’s gods job to judge. Everyone needs to quit trying to be god including my self. We’re all little kids at heart and we don't need to grow up. To me it's boring to be grown up. Your heart keeps you young no matter how wrinkly you get....haha
Interviewer: You're starting a solo musical career and have created a new website at the address: www.headtochrist.com. What are your plans to use your musical gifts for God's glory?
Brian: I don't know if i'm still a musician. I do know I am a soldier for Christ. I ask god to put me in trials so that I can move up in rank faster than any man on earth when I pass the trials. He has rewarded me with answers to my prayers. He now sends me to different pastors to get different things off of every one of them because every church has something different to offer and they all judge the other in some way or another....every church judges. The book of life says it's not our job to judge it's GOD'S job. So when I wake up in the morning I ask that he uses me to glorify him more than any man in his-story. whether it's thru music or not I don't care either way, so I don't know my plans because my plans aren't my plans they're his. I know i'm new, but the power of prayer is very under estimated. God has blessed me with insight to the big picture because I live my life with Christ all day everyday. I call myself "of the way" of Christ now. And that means i'm a child of god. A REAL Christian or child of God loves all males and females the same so much that they're willing to die for any person. That's me. I feel like our flesh (earth suits) are our devil. All my life's decisions are made from divine inspiration from God. He has all power..... I have none. And I guarantee that almost every person that is now trippin' on me and mocking me, will be following me in a few months. Then they'll soon realize they're not following me, they're following Christ. This all surpasses the human brain. Our brains have failed us and now it's time to think and listen with our hearts. That's what I pray for. Watch what happens. Smile and 'head to Christ.' There is some time left but only our heavenly father knows how much... and I submitted the answer to that in prayer too. 'Keep the wind in your face and the sun on your back.'"
