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TESTIMONY OF A FORMER SUPER MODEL – 01
Victoria's Secret model Kylie Bisutti quits modeling and turns to God; launching Christian clothing line

http://www.christianpost.com/news/victorias-secret-model-kylie-bisutti-quits-modeling-and-turns-to-god-launching-christian-clothing-line-94707/
By Brittney R. Villalva, Christian Post Reporter, April 25, 2013

Former Victoria's Secret model Kylie Bisutti thought her dreams were coming true when she was signed by a top modeling agency. But shortly after joining the business, she realized that becoming a model was making her less of a role model. Unhappy with her life, she quit her career and turned to God.

"I was being paid to strip down and pose provocatively to titillate men. It wasn't about modeling clothes anymore; I felt like a piece of meat," Bisutti said during a recent interview while recalling her career as a Victoria's Secret model.

After winning the "Angel Search" competition by Victoria's Secret, Bisutti's career as a model pushed forward at full speed. But instead of feeling like she was on top of the world, the 19-year-old newlywed did not feel right. After one particularly bad day, she fell to her knees in prayer. She told the New York Post: "God, why did you have me win the Victoria's Secret Angel competition if it was going to make me feel this way? I'm not honoring my husband. I just want answers!"

A number of events would occur after that moment that would motivate Bisutti to quit her career as a model. One of those moments came when she realized that she was becoming a bad role model to other women.

"At the time, a Victoria's Secret lingerie show was airing on TV, and I was looking at Twitter and saw loads of tweets from women comparing themselves to the impossible image of the models," she told the Post. "It made me think back to earlier in my modeling career, when my 8-year-old cousin was watching me put on makeup and said to me, 'I'm going to throw up my food so I look like you.' I realized my career was sending a bad message to women about confidence and body image."

The moment inspired her to go public about her renewed commitment to God.

"I quit being a VS model to be a Proverbs 31 wife," she wrote in a tweet to the world.

Proverbs 31 states, "Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; but a woman who fears the Lord will be greatly praised."

After that point, Bisutti was done with modeling, but that didn't mean that the entertainment industry was done with her.

"After my infamous tweet, I turned down an offer to do "Dancing with the Stars" and an opportunity to act on a show on The CW because I didn't think it was promoting the right message," she said. "I didn't want to dance with a man other than my husband on the reality show or shoot scenes in a bikini for The CW."

While ending her career with Victoria's Secret and turning down other offers may have cost her "millions of dollars," Bisutti says that she has "never been more content" in her life.

Instead, she is working towards becoming a positive role model for young women.

"Today, I'm focused on creating a Christian clothing line, speaking tours and my blog, imnoangel.org. My clothing line comes out next month, and it will feature models of all shapes and sizes promoting our modest clothes," she said. "I want girls to see people who look like them, so they feel good about themselves."

Her book, I'm No Angel: From Victoria's Secret Model to Role Model, will be released on May 14th. 
Victoria's Secret model quits after feeling like a piece of meat 

https://www.mercatornet.com/family_edge/articles/12146/
Tamara El-Rahi, mercatornet.com, May 1, 2013

Whenever I hear young girls say that they hope to be models one day, I feel a bit sad. Not because it can never be a worthy profession, but because the reality of the industry means that they will most probably fall prey to deep insecurities, and take on shoots that aim to strip them of their dignity.
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These issues came to light in the news a few days ago, when a former Victoria's Secret Angel opened up about what made her quit her highly-sought after modelling job. Kylie Bisutti landed the gig when she was just 19, but it all went downhill when photos from a bikini shoot ended up on a porn site and a photographer confirmed her concerns. 

"That's when it hit me," she was reported as saying. "I was being paid to strip down and pose provocatively to titillate men. It wasn't about modelling clothes anymore; I felt like a piece of meat."

Modelling should uplift viewers to observe beauty in a respectful way, and I think most young girls (on a subconscious level) go into the industry with the aim of representing this ideal. Most of the time however, this is not the case. As Bisutti found out, most models are there because they draw attention: of men in a lustful way, and of women in an envious way.

The point came home to me even more so over the weekend, when I helped to style a photo shoot for a line of formalwear that my friend is launching. Fashion shoots tend to leave girls with a feeling of insecurity and body hate, because of comparisons to the others involved. But towards the end of this shoot I realised that even though I’d been surrounded by absolutely gorgeous models all day, I had not experienced a single moment of anxiety.

My friend had designed gowns that didn't focus on a certain body part, but instead revealed the entire beauty of the woman wearing it, so I left the shoot feeling inspired rather than depressed. Shouldn’t this be what fashion and modelling is all about? 
Victoria's Secret beauty Kylie Bisutti who gave up her career for her faith on how modeling made her feel like a 'sex worker'
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2324616/Victorias-Secret-beauty-Kylie-Bisutti-gave-career-faith-modeling-feel-like-sex-worker.html 
By SADIE WHITELOCKS and MARGOT PEPPERS, May 15, 2013

Former Victoria's Secret star Kylie Bisutti, who gave up modeling last February because it clashed with her Christian faith, has told how the fashion industry made her feel like a 'sex worker'.
The five-foot-ten brunette, 23, who was based in New York but now lives in the quiet town of Big Fork, Montana, with her husband, Mike, said on the Today show: 'It definitely felt like I was being made to sell sex. I just really started to feel exploited and sexualized.'

Explaining how, even with a size 2 and 115-pound frame she was considered 'fat', she added: 'I'm just thankful that God changed my heart earlier on rather than being five or ten years down the road.'

She has written a book called I'm No Angel: From Victoria's Secret Model to Role Model, about the struggles she faced as a religious supermodel and recently she said that posing half-naked made her feel 'like a piece of meat.'
While her public revelations have angered Victoria's Secret, who claim she has 'repeatedly fabricated her work experience' with the brand and 'a relationship that simply did not exist', she says she isn't trying to single the company out. 

At first she thought things would change, but over time the appearance-obsessed world in which she lived in became too much.
'As I saw more and more girls collapsing after runway shows, hospitalized because of eating disorders I realized it wasn't just my experience, it was everyone in the entire industry,' she recalled.

Her husband of four years, Mike, and the pastor of her local church, Chis Miller, also spoke about her decision to quit the modeling industry during the Today interview.
Mr. Bisutti said: 'She came to her convictions going, "I don't want to go down that road anymore. I don't feel comfortable dressing half naked to sell clothing."

While Pastor Miller explained: 'It's really the story of someone who is pursuing fame and success and money and realizing along the way that those things are not going to bring her the satisfaction that she was hoping for.' 
Now spending her time as a church volunteer, while working on a 'modest' Christian fashion line for woman of 'all shapes and sizes', Mrs. Bisutti says that she is at 'total peace' and the happiest she's been in her 'entire life.'

Mrs. Bisutti grew up in Las Vegas, Nevada, dreaming of posing in front of the camera.
'I thought the models I saw defined beauty, and beauty meant you were important,' she explained.
But once she moved to New York at 15 to pursue her dream, she realized a model's life was not as glamorous as she expected it to be.
'One of my [model] roommates was so bulimic, she would involuntarily throw up when she ate,' she previously recounted. 
'She would go to sleep crying every night and just look at herself in the mirror thinking that she was so fat. And she was so thin.'

As teenager, Mrs. Bisutti, who was known by her maiden name, Kylie Ludlow, eventually restricted her own diet to just watermelon, pineapple and water, managing to slim down to 108lbs to adhere to the pressures of the industry.

But around the same time, she attended a church youth group with a friend, a life-changing event where she discovered God and was inspired to become a practicing Christian.

Unfortunately, religion did not mesh well with her new lifestyle. The then-teenager says she felt exploited multiple times by photographers and agents, who seemed to perceive her as a sex object.
'I was so desperate to succeed in the business that I complied when my agent told me, "All models have a topless shot,"' she told the Post regretfully, adding: 'I was only 16 when I posed for mine.'

Then, the biggest opportunity of her career came along - she was among 10,000 women to try out for the 2009 Victoria's Secret Angel Search competition, and she won.

Again, Mrs. Bisutti was faced with the challenge of simultaneously honoring her faith and being a successful model.
On one of her first shoots after becoming an Angel, she had to pose in an almost-sheer bikini. The photographer promised that if the swimsuit looked too see-through, he would Photoshop the images.

But just a few weeks later, she explained, she searched her own name on Google and discovered the revealing photos on a pornographic website. 'It was heartbreaking for me,' she recalled.

What's more, one of the turning points in her life was when she met her husband-to-be, Mike Bisutti, on a family trip to Mexico.

Although she wanted to honor her Christian vows to him, Victoria's Secret encouraged her to pretend to be single and flirt with other people. 'A lot of models don't talk about their relationships unless they're married to a celebrity, like Miranda Kerr and Orlando Bloom, which is more of a draw to the brand,' she revealed.
The final straw was on a shoot for FHM magazine, when a photographer instructed her to pull up her top and 'hold up the covers like you don't have any panties on,' she remembers.

At that moment, Mrs. Bisutti had a revelation: 'I was being paid to strip down and pose provocatively to titillate men,' she said. 'It wasn't about modeling clothes anymore; I felt like a piece of meat.'

She turned to God for guidance: 'I was in my bedroom and dropped to my knees and started to pray.'
The day after the shoot, she decided to make a change in her life and told her agent she would no longer model lingerie. 'I realized my career was sending a bad message to women about confidence and body image,' she explained. 
But the opportunities kept rolling in, even after she publicly hung up her Angel wings.

First she turned down a chance to be in Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Edition, one of the most coveted offers for a model, because 'those bikinis are sometimes skimpier than lingerie.'

Again, her faith played a role in her decision to turn down an offer to be on the CW network's Dancing With the Stars. 'I didn't want to dance with a man other than my husband on the reality show,' she said.

Now, Mrs. Bisutti is happy and healthy at 124lbs, living a low-key life in Montana with her husband. 'Just last night, we canned 40 jars of fresh pasta sauce,' she said of her new lifestyle.
While she admits she has most likely lost out on millions of dollars by quitting at the pinnacle of her fame, she is wholly contented with her decision to give up modelling.

These days, Mrs. Bisutti is concentrating on other projects, like launching her modest Christian clothing line next month, which she says will be modeled by women of all shapes and sizes.

'Beauty isn't about what you look like,' insists the former model. 'It's about what's in your heart. That's the most important thing.'

To see the full interview from Today on NBC click here.
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