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The Blessed Virgin Mary’s Assumption into Heaven
Where does it say that Mary was assumed into heaven? I have read in the Bible about Enoch and Elijah, but where does it say God called Mary to heaven?

http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/quickquestions/?qid=393
If you are looking for direct scriptural proof of this dogma, you will not find any. Mary’s Assumption was not explicitly recorded in Scripture. However, Pope Pius XII formally defined the dogma of the Assumption in his apostolic constitution Munificentissimus Deus on November 1, 1950: "The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory" (MD 44). -Jim Blackburn, Apologist
Mary and the human drama of death
https://www.ewtn.com/library/papaldoc/jp2bvm53.htm  
By Pope John Paul II, in L'Osservatore Romano Weekly Edition in English, July 2, 1997, page 11
Having been closely associated with Christ's redemptive work, it was fitting for Mary to share the experience of death before partaking of the Resurrection.
"The experience of death personally enriched the Blessed Virgin: by undergoing mankind's common destiny, she can more effectively exercise her spiritual motherhood towards those approaching the last moment of their life", the Holy Father said at the General Audience of Wednesday, 25 June, as he reflected on the dormition of the Mother of God. Here is a translation of the Pope's catechesis, which was the 53rd in the series on the Blessed Mother and was given in Italian.
1. Concerning the end of Mary's earthly life, the Council uses the terms of the Bull defining the dogma of the Assumption and states: "The Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, when her earthly life was over" (Lumen gentium, n. 59). With this formula, the Dogmatic Constitution Lumen gentium, following my Venerable Predecessor Pius XII, made no pronouncement on the question of Mary's death. Nevertheless, Pius XII did not intend to deny the fact of her death, but merely did not judge it opportune to affirm solemnly the death of the Mother of God as a truth to be accepted by all believers.

Christ made death a means of salvation 
Some theologians have in fact maintained that the Blessed Virgin did not die and was immediately raised from earthly life to heavenly glory. However, this opinion was unknown until the 17th century, whereas a common tradition actually exists which sees Mary's death as her entry into heavenly glory.
2. Could Mary of Nazareth have experienced the drama of death in her own flesh? Reflecting on Mary's destiny and her relationship with her divine Son, it seems legitimate to answer in the affirmative: since Christ died, it would be difficult to maintain the contrary for his Mother.
The Fathers of the Church, who had no doubts in this regard, reasoned along these lines. One need only quote St. Jacob of Sarug (d. 521), who wrote that when the time came for Mary "to walk on the way of all generations", the way, that is, of death, "the group of the Twelve Apostles" gathered to bury "the virginal body of the Blessed One" (Discourse on the burial of the Holy Mother of God, 87-99 in C. Vona, Lateranum 19 [1953], 188).
St. Modestus of Jerusalem (d. 634), after a lengthy discussion of "the most blessed dormition of the most glorious Mother of God", ends his eulogy by exalting the miraculous intervention of Christ who "raised her from the tomb", to take her up with him in glory (Enc. in dormitionem Deiparae semperque Virginis Mariae, nn. 7 and 14: PG 86 bis, 3293; 3311).
St. John Damascene (d. 704) for his part asks: "Why is it that she who in giving birth surpassed all the limits of nature should now bend to its laws, and her immaculate body be subjected to death?". He answers: "To be clothed in immortality, it is of course necessary that the mortal part be shed, since even the master of nature did not refuse the experience of death. Indeed, he died according to the flesh and by dying destroyed death; on corruption he bestowed incorruption and made death the source of resurrection" (Panegyric on the Dormition of the Mother of God, n. 10: SC 80, 107).
3. It is true that in Revelation death is presented as a punishment for sin. 
However, the fact that the Church proclaims Mary free from original sin by a unique divine privilege does not lead to the conclusion that she also received physical immortality. The Mother is not superior to the Son who underwent death, giving it a new meaning and changing it into a means of salvation. Involved in Christ's redemptive work and associated in his saving sacrifice, Mary was able to share in his suffering and death for the sake of humanity's Redemption. What Severus of Antioch says about Christ also applies to her: "Without a preliminary death, how could the Resurrection have taken place?" (Antijulianistica, Beirut 1931, 194f.). To share in Christ's Resurrection, Mary had first to share in his death.
4. The New Testament provides no information on the circumstances of Mary's death. This silence leads one to suppose that it happened naturally, with no detail particularly worthy of mention. If this were not the case, how could the information about it have remained hidden from her contemporaries and not have been passed down to us in some way?
As to the cause of Mary's death, the opinions that wish to exclude her from death by natural causes seem groundless. It is more important to look for the Blessed Virgin's spiritual attitude at the moment of her departure from this world. In this regard, St. Francis de Sales maintains that Mary's death was due to a transport of love. He speaks of a dying "in love, from love and through love", going so far as to say that the Mother of God died of love for her Son Jesus (Treatise on the Love of God, bk. 7, ch. XIII-XIV).

Mary's death was an event of love
Whatever from the physical point of view was the organic, biological cause of the end of her bodily life, it can be said that for Mary the passage from this life to the next was the full development of grace in glory, so that no death can ever be so fittingly described as a "dormition" as hers.
5. In some of the writings of the Church Fathers we find Jesus himself described as coming to take his Mother at the time of her death to bring her into heavenly glory. In this way they present the death of Mary as an event of love which conducted her to her divine Son to share his immortal life. At the end of her earthly life, she must have experienced, like Paul and more strongly, the desire to be freed from her body in order to be with Christ for ever (cf. Philemon 1:23).
The experience of death personally enriched the Blessed Virgin: by undergoing mankind's common destiny, she can more effectively exercise her spiritual motherhood towards those approaching the last moment of their life.


THE ASSUMPTION

Source unknown

A Son of David was to establish his throne forever (1 Chronicles 17:14)
Seating her on his right hand, Solomon honoured his Mother (1 Kings 2:19)
Since Solomon was not the Son who was the Proclaimed Messiah (Acts 2:32-36)
Unto us was given Mary, whom God as mother did desire (Matthew 1:16-24)
Mary in giving birth, was told that her heart would be pierced (Luke 2:35)
Prayed together with the Apostles, that the Holy Spirit would be coerced (Acts 1:14)
Then a portent of a crowned woman in the sky was proclaimed (Revelation 12:1)
It was the pangs of the Birth of Christ’s Church, that herein is claimed (Revelation 12:2)
Our Lord, honors his Mother, as honor to Parents has been commanded (Exodus 20:12)
Now as Queen of Heaven, Our Mother, at Our Lord’s Right hand is seated (Dogma Nov. 1, 1950)
The Assumption of Mary: A belief since Apostolic times
https://www.ewtn.com/library/ANSWERS/AOFMARY.HTM  
By Father Clifford Stevens. This article was taken from the July-August 1996 issue of "Catholic Heritage". 

The Assumption is the oldest feast day of Our Lady, but we don't know how it first came to be celebrated. 
Its origin is lost in those days when Jerusalem was restored as a sacred city, at the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine (c. 285-337). By then it had been a pagan city for two centuries, ever since Emperor Hadrian (76-138) had leveled it around the year 135 and rebuilt it as Aelia Capitolina in honor of Jupiter.
For 200 years, every memory of Jesus was obliterated from the city, and the sites made holy by His life, death and Resurrection became pagan temples.
After the building of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 336, the sacred sites began to be restored and memories of the life of Our Lord began to be celebrated by the people of Jerusalem. One of the memories about his mother centered around the "Tomb of Mary," close to Mount Zion, where the early Christian community had lived.
On the hill itself was the "Place of Dormition," the spot of Mary's "falling asleep," where she had died. The "Tomb of Mary" was where she was buried.
At this time, the "Memory of Mary" was being celebrated. Later it was to become our feast of the Assumption.
For a time, the "Memory of Mary" was marked only in Palestine, but then it was extended by the emperor to all the churches of the East. In the seventh century, it began to be celebrated in Rome under the title of the "Falling Asleep" ("Dormitio") of the Mother of God.
Soon the name was changed to the "Assumption of Mary," since there was more to the feast than her dying. It also proclaimed that she had been taken up, body and soul, into heaven.

That belief was ancient, dating back to the apostles themselves. What was clear from the beginning was that there were no relics of Mary to be venerated, and that an empty tomb stood on the edge of Jerusalem near the site of her death. That location also soon became a place of pilgrimage. (Today, the Benedictine Abbey of the Dormition of Mary stands on the spot.)
At the Council of Chalcedon in 451, when bishops from throughout the Mediterranean world gathered in Constantinople, Emperor Marcian asked the Patriarch of Jerusalem to bring the relics of Mary to Constantinople to be enshrined in the capitol. The patriarch explained to the emperor that there were no relics of Mary in Jerusalem, that "Mary had died in the presence of the apostles; but her tomb, when opened later . . . was found empty and so the apostles concluded that the body was taken up into heaven."
In the eighth century, St. John Damascene was known for giving sermons at the holy places in Jerusalem. At the Tomb of Mary, he expressed the belief of the Church on the meaning of the feast: "Although the body was duly buried, it did not remain in the state of death, neither was it dissolved by decay. . . . You were transferred to your heavenly home, O Lady, Queen and Mother of God in truth."
All the feast days of Mary mark the great mysteries of her life and her part in the work of redemption. The central mystery of her life and person is her divine motherhood, celebrated both at Christmas and a week later (Jan. 1) on the feast of the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. The Immaculate Conception (December 8) marks the preparation for that motherhood, so that she had the fullness of grace from the first moment of her existence, completely untouched by sin. Her whole being throbbed with divine life from the very beginning, readying her for the exalted role of mother of the Savior.
The Assumption completes God's work in her since it was not fitting that the flesh that had given life to God himself should ever undergo corruption. The Assumption is God's crowning of His work as Mary ends her earthly life and enters eternity. The feast turns our eyes in that direction, where we will follow when our earthly life is over.
The feast days of the Church are not just the commemoration of historical events; they do not look only to the past. They look to the present and to the future and give us an insight into our own relationship with God. The Assumption looks to eternity and gives us hope that we, too, will follow Our Lady when our life is ended.
The prayer for the feast reads: "All-powerful and ever-living God: You raised the sinless Virgin Mary, mother of your Son, body and soul, to the glory of heaven. May we see heaven as our final goal and come to share her glory."
In 1950, in the Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus, Pope Pius XII proclaimed the Assumption of Mary a dogma of the Catholic Church in these words: "The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heaven."
With that, an ancient belief became Catholic doctrine and the Assumption was declared a truth revealed by God.
Father Clifford Stevens writes from Tintern Monastery in Oakdale, Nebraska.

Our Lady and Dogmas: Pondering the Assumption - Church Leaders Launch Rosary Crusade
http://www.zenit.org/article-30069?l=english
"The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory." -- "Munificentissimus Deus"

By Mark Miravalle, Steubenville, Ohio, August 16, 2010
The words solemnly uttered by Pope Pius XII on Nov. 1, 1950, brought a new global appreciation to the Mother of Christ's glorious exit from earth to heaven, a doctrinal truth which has been celebrated liturgically since the sixth century.
Servant of God Pius XII went on the say that Jesus honored his mother as only a divine son could: by preserving her from the corruption of the grave and effecting an anticipated resurrection of her body. No one keeps the fourth commandment to "honor thy father and thy mother" better than the incarnate Son of God, who is also son of Mary.
The Assumption of Mary is also the supernatural effect of her Immaculate Conception. She who was conceived full of grace and "sine macula" (without stain) could not suffer the human effects of sin which include the corruption of the body. Her "dormitio" -- or death -- was a separation of spirit from body, not as a result of disease or corporal decay, but in virtue of her perfect discipleship. The Mother desired to share in all that her Savior-Son experienced. She shared in Jesus' redemptive death as a co-redemptrix, and she also shared in the Redeemer's three days of separation of soul and body after the victory of the cross and the eventual resurrection of the body. The Son experiences the Ascension by his own power; the Mother experiences the Assumption by the Son's power.
The Immaculate Virgin's assumption into heaven is an eschatological sign of hope for the Church. We, too, if we persevere in joining ourselves to the life and death of the Redeemer, can joyfully await the resurrection of our bodies on the last day. But as the Mother precedes us in the order of suffering with Jesus, so too she precedes us in the order of rising with Jesus, body and soul.

Why a dogma?
But why was an infallible dogma by the Roman Pontiff pronounced concerning this ancient Marian truth?
Some say dogmas are only used for settling crucial theological disputes. There were no such disputes regarding the Assumption in the years approaching 1950. Others say dogmas should be used only for clarifying what is not theologically clear. There were no essential ambiguities concerning the Assumption cited in the mariological discussions preceding "Munificentissimus Deus."
Why then a dogmatic pronouncement on the Assumption? Because the Vicar of Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, was inspired to do so to bring forth a new outpouring of grace for the Church through the intercession of the Queen of Heaven -- the Mediatrix of all graces who was newly honored by a solemn papal proclamation of her parting earthly prerogative. The Mother rejoices when her truth is proclaimed, obviously not for reasons of self-undulation, but so the human family can more profoundly appreciate what God has done in her, and wishes to do through her for us.
One objection voiced during the months preceding the 1950 definition by a group of theologians was that the new Marian definition would wreak havoc to ecumenical efforts newly initiated with other Christians. The late Cardinal Edouard Gagnon who lived through the years preceding and proceeding the Assumption definition, repeatedly testified to the opposite -- that immediately following the papal proclamation of Our Lady's Assumption, the Church experienced its greatest ever advancement in ecumenism in Church history up to its time, which consequently led to its historic flourishing at the Second Vatican Council.
Mothers unite. They do not divide. Nor does proclaiming the truth about the Mother of Truth intrinsically cause division. Only the rejection of truth causes division.
But fear of some people rejecting the truth cannot become the new criterion of discernment for when papal infallibility should or should not be used. The whole truth about Jesus, the whole truth about Mary, and the whole truth about the Church must be proclaimed. Fear of rejection was not the criterion used by Jesus in proclaiming the Gospel, and it certainly cannot become so for his Church, especially at a time when the absence of the full Catholic message is causing such ubiquitous human emptiness and heartache.

Rosary crusade
It seems liturgically timely that a worldwide Rosary crusade for a fifth Marian dogma regarding Mary's universal spiritual Motherhood would begin on the solemnity of the Assumption in virtue of it being the most recently declared Marian dogma. 
Cardinal Luis Aponte Martínez of Puerto Rico, Archbishop Chinnappa of Madras, India, Mother Angelica, founder of EWTN Television Network, and several other international Church leaders have initiated a yearlong Rosary crusade from Aug. 15, 2010, to August 15, 2011, for the papal definition of the Virgin Mary as the Spiritual Mother of All Peoples in her roles as co-redemptrix, mediatrix of all graces and advocate.
These Church leaders, along with millions of others globally, believe that same glorious effect of a new historic outpouring of grace for the Church and the world will take place through the infallible proclamation of this fifth Marian dogma by Benedict XVI.
Praying the Rosary every day for a year with the intention of releasing the Mother of God's powerful intercession for today's struggling humanity through this papal definition appears to be a no-lose resolution. The Church can use it. The world can use it. And when the Mother is truly honored, the Son is always glorified (cf. "Lumen Gentium," No. 66).
Mark Miravalle is a professor of theology at Franciscan University of Steubenville. Author of more than a dozen books on Mariology, and editor of "Mariology: A Guide for Priests, Deacons, Seminarians, and Consecrated Persons," he wrote "The Seven Sorrows of China" in 2007. He is married and has eight children.
Did the Virgin Mary die before her assumption?
http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1879 
April 8, 2011
Very good question. Let me do a little background first.
The Marian Doctrines -- Immaculate Conception, Virgin Birth, Perpetual Virginity, and Assumption -- are all concerning the nature of the sacred.

Mary is the ark of the covenant. As such, in order for our Lord to reside within her womb, she had to be sinless, untouched, and undefiled.

We learn about the nature of the sacred (something set aside for God) in the Old Testament. The Ark of the Covenant in the Old Testament had to be made of pure materials. It had to be untouched. It had to never be used for ordinary purposes after it was consecrated. It had to not be allowed to decay. All this was required because the very presence of God resided in the Ark.

Mary, as the Ark of the New Covenant, must be all these things too. Mary as the Ark of the New Covenant that held our Lord God in her womb had to be pure, unblemished, and untouched -- thus the virgin birth. Since her womb was made precious and sacred by the presence of God within it, her womb had to be pure, unblemished and untouched forever. It would not be proper to take something that held the presence of God and use it for ordinary purposes.

Most of us would cringe at the thought of the Sacred Chalice that contains the Blood of Christ being used as an ordinary cup for supper. Or taking the vessel that holds the Eucharist in the Tabernacle and use it to hold paper clips. Or take the Tabernacle and give it to my granddaughter to use as a doll house. These are unthinkable blasphemies.

So, would it too, be a blasphemy if the tabernacle of God, that is Mary's womb, was used for ordinary purposes of sex or birthing other children.

Mary was set aside in a special way for God. Hers is a singular and unique grace given by God precisely because she was to hold within her the most precious being in the world -- our Lord God Jesus Christ.

That is the reason for the Marian Doctrines of the Immaculate Conception (which protected her from the stain of original sin), the Virgin Birth (providing a pure vessel (tabernacle) for our Lord), Perpetual Virginity (maintaining the sacredness of the tabernacle that held our Lord), and the Assumption (not allowing the sacred vessel (tabernacle) to fall into the ordinary decay of death).

Thus, all this has to do with the nature of the Sacred.  If you understand the meaning and nature of the Sacred, then the rest makes perfect sense.

Now as to her dormition.
The doctrine is formally stated by the promulgation of the Bull Munificentissimus Deus on November 1, 1950. Pope Pius XII declared infallibly that the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was a dogma of the Catholic Faith. Likewise, the Second Vatican Council taught in the Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium that "the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, when her earthly life was over, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things (n. 59)."

There are different theories as to whether or not Mary actually died and was then immediately assumed into heaven or that she was assumed at the point of death, but did not die. Either way, as the sacred vessel of our Lord God, her body that contains the Ark of the Covenant could not be allowed to decay. She is "preserved from sin and the corruption of death (the Immaculate Conception and the Assumption of the Most Holy Mother of God, Mary, ever virgin)﻿﻿" (CCC 2853).  Thus, she was assumed body and soul into heaven. 

As stated in the Catechism:

966 "Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death." The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son's Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians:

In giving birth you kept your virginity; in your Dormition you did not leave the world, O Mother of God, but were joined to the source of Life. You conceived the living God and, by your prayers, will deliver our souls from death.
﻿This is why there are no relics of her. Her body does not exist in this world. Until the Resurrection at the end of time, Mary is the only person in heaven whose body and soul are present. The rest of us must await with our souls separated from our bodies when we die until the Resurrection in which our bodies and souls will be reunited and we enter the rest of eternity.﻿

-Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM

The Assumption of Mary
http://oswc.org/stmike/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1917
June 9, 2011
Q: What’s this all about?
“There is no biblical reference to the assumption of Mary. The Gospel of John was written around 90 A.D., which is more than 100 years after Mary was born. (Surely Mary was more than 10 years old when Jesus was conceived). If Mary had been supernaturally assumed into Heaven, wouldn’t John (the disciple that Mary lived with) have mentioned it? When Enoch and Elijah were taken up to Heaven, the Bible recorded it. With Elijah it was recorded in some detail. (See Genesis 6:24 and 2 Kings 2:1-18).
The Assumption of Mary was officially declared to be a dogma of the Roman Catholic faith in 1950. This means that every Roman Catholic is required to believe this doctrine without questioning it. However, as we will see, the teaching of the Assumption originated with heretical writings which were officially condemned by the early Church.
In 495 A.D., Pope Gelasius issued a decree which rejected this teaching as heresy and its proponents as heretics. In the sixth century, Pope Hormisdas also condemned as heretics those authors who taught the doctrine of the Assumption of Mary. The early Church clearly considered the doctrine of the Assumption of Mary to be a heresy worthy of condemnation. Here we have “infallible” popes declaring something to be a heresy. Then in 1950, Pope Pius XII, another ‘infallible’ pope, declared it to be official Roman Catholic doctrine.”

And…
“Alfonsus de Liguori (1696-1787) was a principal proponent of the Marianist Movement, which glorifies Mary. He wrote a book entitled The Glories of Mary which is famous, influential and widely read. 
In this book, de Liguori says that Mary was given rulership over one half of the kingdom of God; Mary rules over the kingdom of mercy and Jesus rules over the kingdom of justice. De Liguori said that people should pray to Mary as a mediator and to look to her as an object of trust for answered prayer. The book even says that there is no salvation outside of Mary. 
Some people suggest that these views are extreme and not representative of Catholic Church teaching. However, instead of silencing De Liguori as a heretic, the Catholic Church canonized him as a saint and declared him to be a “doctor of the Church” (a person whose teachings carry weight and authority). Furthermore, this book is openly and officially promoted by the Catholic Church, and his teachings have influenced popes.” -words of Mary Ann Collins (former Catholic nun)

I’ve always been suspicious about what I see to be an overwhelming devotion to Mary. I’m very loyal to Catholicism but to be honest I like to focus more on Jesus and God than anything else. 
I pray the rosary, but on my dresser I have a simple cross standing, four different Bibles, and a black bust of Jesus’ head. No statue of Mary, I have found it to be kind of inappropriate. If I recognize the Assumption, but make these decisions to put Jesus and God before Mary, does this make me a heretic? I try to make sure I pray more Our Fathers, Nicene Creeds, and O My Jesus prayers than Hail Maries, outside of the rosary, of course. But a part of me does feel kind of irked by what might be over-devotion to Mary. Please clear this up for me. -Vince
A: You need to stop reading anti-Catholic hate literature. These two quotes are filled with lies.
The doctrine of the Assumption was never condemned by any Pope. Popes Gelasius﻿ and Hormisdas did not condemn the doctrine of the Assumption. Pope Gelasius condemned a book that contained notation of Mary's Assumption in a story of the Apostles rising with Mary to visit heaven. This story of the Apostles and Mary visiting heaven was contrary to orthodox doctrine.  Gelasius condemned the book, not the doctrine of Marian Assumption. Pope Hormisdas simply reaffirmed Gelasius' decree of that one book, not of the doctrine of Marian Assumption.

The writer of this hateful diatribe also does not know what the doctrine of infallibility truly is. Anti-Catholics always think that any utterance of the Pope is infallible. It is not.

Another technique of Catholic haters is to take statements out of context and/or to re-characterize the text to suit their bigotry. This has been done with St. Liguori.

For example, the hate-monger says, "Mary was given rulership over one half of the kingdom of God; Mary rules over the kingdom of mercy and Jesus rules over the kingdom of justice.﻿" the actual text says, in fuller context:

Kings should then principally occupy themselves with works of mercy, but not to the neglect of the exercise of justice towards the guilty, when it is required. Not so Mary, who, although queen, is not queen of justice, intent upon the punishment of the guilty, but queen of mercy, solely intent upon compassion and pardon for sinners. Accordingly, the Church requires us explicitly to call her "queen of mercy" The High Chancellor of Paris, John Gerson, meditating on the words of David, "These two things have I heard, that power belongeth to God, and mercy to thee, O Lord," says, that the kingdom of God consisting of justice and mercy, the Lord has divided it: he has reserved the kingdom of justice for himself, and he has granted the kingdom of mercy to Mary, ordaining that all the mercies which are dispensed to men should pass through the hands of Mary, and should be bestowed according to her good pleasure. St. Thomas confirms this in his preface to the Canonical Epistles, saying that the holy Virgin, when she conceived the divine Word in her womb, and brought him forth, obtained the half of the kingdom of God by becoming queen of mercy, Jesus Christ remaining king of justice.
The eternal Father constituted Jesus Christ king of justice, and therefore made him the universal judge of the world; hence the prophet sang: "Give to the king thy judgment, Oh God; and to the king s son thy justice." Here a learned interpreter takes up the subject, and says: Oh Lord, thou hast given to thy Son thy justice, because thou hast given to the mother of the king thy mercy. And St. Bonaventure happily varies the passage above quoted by saying: Give to the king thy judgment, Oh God, and to his mother thy mercy. Ernest, Archbishop of Prague, also says, that the eternal Father has given to the Son the office of judging and punishing, and to the mother the office of compassionating and relieving the wretched. Therefore the Prophet David predicted that God himself, if I may thus express it, would consecrate Mary queen of mercy, anointing her with the oil of gladness, in order that all of us miserable children of Adam might rejoice in the thought of having in heaven that great queen, so full of the unction of mercy and pity for us; as St. Bonaventure says: Oh Mary, so full of the unction of mercy and the oil of pity, that God has anointed thee with the oil of gladness!
And how well does blessed Albertus Magnus here apply the history of Queen Esther, who was indeed a type of Our Queen Mary! We read in the 4th chap, of the Book of Esther, that in the reign of King Assuerus, there went forth, throughout his kingdom, a decree commanding the death of all the Jews. Then Mordechai, who was one of the condemned, committed their cause to Esther, that she might intercede with the king to obtain the revocation of the sentence...
Assuerus, when he saw Esther before him, affectionately inquired of her what she had come to ask of him: "What is thy petition?" Then the queen answered, "If I have found favor in thy sight, oh king, give me my people for which I request." Assuerus heard her, and immediately ordered the sentence to be revoked. Now, if Assuerus granted to Esther, because he loved her, the salvation of the Jews, will not God graciously listen to Mary, in his boundless love for her, when she prays to him for those poor sinners who recommend themselves to her...﻿

Mary was made Queen of Mercy. God, in his love for his children, does not have his children just stand around singing praises. He deigns to involve his children in his glory. He gives his children tasks to perform. It pleases Him to see his children administering his glory in His name.

In fact, every miraculous act recorded in the bible, except for the creation itself, involves human involvement. For example, the Red Sea was not parted by God alone. Moses cooperated. Even the Incarnation was not done by God alone, Mary cooperated.

We read about Esther, a type of our Blessed Mother, who interceded with the King to save the Jews. So thus does our Blessed Mother intercede for us.

It is most fitting that Mary would be Queen of mercy, since God has granted woman a most compassionate and merciful heart.

As for Mary Ann Collins, there is no evidence that she even exists. No one has ever claimed to know her, seen her, or talked to her. There is no trace of her at all. Even Jack Chick, the famous anti-Catholic who is very reclusive, is known to exist and has been seen.

It is not uncommon among certain types of people, especially bigots, to make-up facts to support their point. In fact, anti-Catholics do that constantly. Anti-Catholics have been known to pose as former-priests to give their lies about the Church credibility. This, I think, is another version of that.

In terms of Collins being a former nun, assuming she even exists, is nonsense. According to her "biography" she left the convent when she was a novice. A novice has not yet taken vows. To be a nun a woman must make vows and profession to the evangelical counsels. Thus, she was never a nun. The narrative tries to make a case that she is a nun by misinterpreting canon law. It is a farce.

Devotion to Mary is mandated in the Bible. Luke records Mary saying, "all generations shall call me blessed" (Luke 1:46). As chosen by God to bear the Son, she is above all women.

Devotion to Mary goes back to the 2nd century. Mary is the mother of our Lord, the sacred tabernacle through which our Lord humbled himself to become man. She is thus to be treated with the greatest respect and reverence -- though not above God.

She is the Queen Mother who intercedes for her children, not only as Esther did, but also Bathsheba to King Solomon. Bathsheba was the Queen Mother and a type of Mary, too.

Our Blessed Mother is not to be exalted above God, but she sits beside her Son, the King, as Queen Mother. How would you feel if when people come to you they ignored your mother sitting right beside you? That would be very rude and an insult to the King.

To have a statue of Jesus and not his Mother is incomplete and rather offensive to Jesus, I think. How dare we ignore His mother?

Do not look to other's behavior, look to your own. Devotion of Mary is an integral part of our Faith. Mary is not above her Son, King Jesus, but is beside him as Queen Mother. Offer proper respect. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM

Apocryphal works on the Assumption of Mary
The Account of St. John the Theologian of the Falling Asleep of the Holy Mother of God.
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0832.htm 
Taken from the New Advent Encyclopedia
[…]
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