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Are the ‘vast majority’ of Muslims moderate?
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2017/04/26/are-the-vast-majority-of-muslims-moderate
By William Kilpatrick, April 26, 2017 

It’s often said that the vast majority of Muslims are moderate. But as the newspapers like to remind us about other matters, this is asserted “without any evidence.” In fact, what evidence we do have suggests that it’s a dubious proposition.

Where, exactly, do all these moderate Muslims live?

Would it be in Chechnya where authorities have set up concentration camps for gays? And where 800,000 Muslims rallied in 2015 to protest the Charlie Hebdo Muhammad cartoons? Try to get that many Muslims together for an anti-ISIS rally.

Would it be in Pakistan where 100,000 turned out for the funeral of an assassin? The assassin had murdered an official who had called for an end to the blasphemy laws. Numerous Islamist groups warned people not to attend the official’s funeral or even to pray for his soul.

Would it be in Saudi Arabia where amputations are conducted on a regular basis in public squares and where public beheadings are not uncommon? The last time that something like that happened in the West was during the French Revolution.

How about the West Bank? In the West Bank, streets, parks, squares, and schools are named after “martyrs” who are honored for having killed Jewish men, women, and children. In the West Bank, it’s considered cute to dress up three-year-olds in suicide bomb belts. Meanwhile, in schools and on government-run television, children are taught that killing Jews is life’s highest calling.

Maybe Morocco? The home of Casablanca and Rick’s Café? Sorry. An ADL global survey found that 80 percent of Moroccans harbor anti-Semitic views. Which isn’t that bad when you compare it with Algeria (87 percent) and Iraq (92 percent).

Could the blessed land of moderation be Afghanistan? Only if you discount the tradition of child marriage and the popular form of entertainment called “bacha bazi.” The bacha bazi are teen and preteen boys who are dressed as girls, forced to dance for men, and are then passed around for sexual purposes. As for government, the hardline Taliban who once ruled Afghanistan are likely to rule it again. They can hardly be considered moderates. On the other hand, they did try to do away with the custom of bacha bazi.

Egypt? There must be moderates in Egypt. Well, yes, there are. Egypt’s leader, President el-Sisi, has called for a reformation of Islam, and there are others of like mind. On the other hand, a 2013 Pew public opinion poll of Egyptians found that 70 percent supported whipping and amputation for thieves, 81 percent supported stoning of adulterers, and 86 percent supported the death penalty for apostates. President El-Sisi has his work cut out for him.
Turkey? For many decades, Turkey was indeed a more moderate Muslim nation. The burqa was banned and the imams were put in their place. Turkey’s current president, however, Recep Erdogan, seems determined to recreate the Ottoman caliphate in Turkey. He has, for example, built a 1,100-room palace for himself complete with guards in Ottoman-era uniforms. Recently, he has threatened to flood Europe with hundreds of thousands of Muslim refugees.
How about Iran? In Iran, large crowds led by Iranian officials regularly congregate to call for “Death to Israel” and “Death to America.” A great many Iranians, including all of the leadership, are awaiting the return of the Twelfth Imam, who disappeared in the ninth century and is believed to exist in an occult state. It is widely believed that the “Mahdi” can only be awakened from his trance by cataclysmic events. Which may be one of the reasons the Iranian leaders are so anxious to acquire nuclear weapons.

Indonesia? Barack Obama has fond memories of his schooldays in once moderate Indonesia. But times change. According to a Gatestone Institute report, Indonesia is waging jihad on Christian churches. Mobs of Muslims – sometimes several hundred strong – frequently attack and burn churches. In many cases, the police are complicit, and instead of arresting perpetrators, local authorities call for the demolition of more churches. Meanwhile, Islamic leaders issue text messages saying: “We will not stop hunting Christians and burning churches. Christians are Allah’s enemies!”

Iran? Syria? Libya? Somalia? Yemen? Where do the supposedly vast majority of moderate Muslims reside? Or do they reside only in the imaginations of hopeful Westerners?

Perhaps what people really mean when they say that the vast majority of Muslims are moderate is that the vast majority are non-violent. Like most people everywhere, most Muslims, one supposes, would prefer to go about their daily business rather than get involved in the bloody business of attacking and killing people and possibly being killed in the process. But this natural human propensity to avoid risky behavior should not be confused with moderation.
Moreover, the general inclination toward extremist beliefs and practices in Muslim societies makes it more likely that Muslims will turn violent when the time and circumstances are right. It’s a good bet that the individuals who make up the mobs of church-burners in Indonesia spend the majority of their lives in non-violent pursuits. They are peaceful until they are not.

It’s worth remembering that there have been numerous instances where once-friendly Muslims turned against their Christian neighbors in Indonesia, Syria, and Iraq once it became safe to do so.

The notion that the vast majority of Muslims are moderate needs to be taken with a grain of salt. It’s not based on any evidence and it creates a host of unrealistic expectations. Most of all, it leaves us unprepared for those times when, in obedience to their faith, once “moderate” Muslims turn immoderate.

Did Pope Francis really say Islam is not violent?
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/did-francis-really-say-catholics-are-as-violent-as-islamic-terrorists
By Claire Chretien, August 3, 2016

Aboard the papal plane after World Youth Day, Pope Francis rejected the notion that Islam is inherently violent, prompting swift reactions from Catholic and media commentators and even the Islamic state.

A French reporter brought up 85-year-old Fr. Jacques Hamel, a French priest who was murdered July 26 by Islamic extremists while offering Mass. The reporter asked Pope Francis why he never uses the word “Islam” when he speaks of terrorists.

The full text of their exchange, translated by Catholic News Agency, is below:

Antoine Marie Izoard, i.Media: Holy Father, before all I make the congratulations to you and Father Lombardi and also to Fr. Spadaro for the feast of St. Ignatius, if you allow me. The question is a little difficult: Catholics are a bit in shock, and not only in France, after the barbarous assassination of Fr. Jacques Hamel — as you know well — in his church while celebrating the Holy Mass. Four days ago, you here told us that all religions want peace. But this holy, 86-year-old priest was clearly killed in the name of Islam. 
So, Holy Father, I have two brief questions: why do you, when you speak of these violent events, always speak of terrorists, but never of Islam, never use the word Islam? And then, aside from prayer and dialogue, which are obviously essential, what concrete initiatives can you advise or suggest in order to counteract Islamic violence? Thank you, Holiness.

Pope Francis: I don’t like to speak of Islamic violence, because every day, when I browse the newspapers, I see violence, here in Italy … this one who has murdered his girlfriend, another who has murdered the mother-in-law … and these are baptized Catholics! There are violent Catholics! If I speak of Islamic violence, I must speak of Catholic violence ... and no, not all Muslims are violent, not all Catholics are violent. It is like a fruit salad; there’s everything. There are violent persons of this religion … this is true: I believe that in pretty much every religion there is always a small group of fundamentalists. Fundamentalists. We have them. When fundamentalism comes to kill, it can kill with the language — the Apostle James says this, not me -- and even with a knife, no? I do not believe it is right to identify Islam with violence. This is not right or true. I had a long conversation with the imam, the Grand Imam of the Al-Azhar University, and I know how they think ... They seek peace, encounter ... The nuncio to an African country told me that the capital where he is there is a trail of people, always full, at the Jubilee Holy Door. And some approach the confessionals — Catholics — others to the benches to pray, but the majority go forward, to pray at the altar of Our Lady ... these are Muslims, who want to make the Jubilee. They are brothers, they live … When I was in Central Africa, I went to them, and even the imam came up on the Popemobile … We can coexist well … But there are fundamentalist groups, and even I ask … there is a question … How many young people, how many young people of our Europe, whom we have left empty of ideals, who do not have work … they take drugs, alcohol, or go there to enlist in fundamentalist groups. One can say that the so-called ISIS, but it is an Islamic State which presents itself as violent ... because when they show us their identity cards, they show us how on the Libyan coast how they slit the Egyptians’ throats or other things … But this is a fundamentalist group which is called ISIS … but you cannot say, I do not believe, that it is true or right that Islam is terrorist.

Izoard: Your concrete initiatives to counteract terrorism, violence?

Pope Francis: Terrorism is everywhere. You think of the tribal terrorism of some African countries. It is terrorism and also ... But I don’t know if I say it because it is a little dangerous … Terrorism grows when there are no other options, and when the center of the global economy is the god of money and not the person — men and women — this is already the first terrorism! You have cast out the wonder of creation — man and woman — and you have put money in its place. This is a basic terrorism against all of humanity! Think about it!

Does Pope Francis “really think these people kill in the name of Catholicism?” asked columnist Michael B. Dougherty on Twitter.

This man is so far gone. Does he really think these people kill in the name of Catholicism?

— Michael B Dougherty (@michaelbd) July 31, 2016

“Of course there are violent Catholics,” wrote Joseph Farah at WND. “But when a bomb goes off in a café in Israel or a terrorist shoots up a café in Paris, we don’t think for one minute that the perpetrator is a Catholic. That’s because Islamic terrorist acts are not only a reality, they have become the norm throughout the entire world. Denying it’s true doesn’t change reality.”
In their propaganda magazine Dabiq, the Islamic state responded to Pope Francis and insisted that he should identify Islam as violent.

“This is a divinely-warranted war between the Muslim nation and the nations of disbelief,” according to the terrorist group. They wrote that Pope Francis has “struggled against reality” in his depictions of Islam as peaceful.

“Indeed, waging jihad — spreading the rule of Allah by the sword — is an obligation found in the Quran, the word of our Lord,” they wrote. “The blood of the disbelievers is obligatory to spill by default. The command is clear. Kill the disbelievers, as Allah said, ‘Then kill the polytheists wherever you find them.’”

Nick Donnelly, a Catholic deacon and columnist for Catholic Voice Ireland, tweeted that Christians in the Middle East likely feel “abandoned” by the pontiff’s remarks.
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St. Thomas Aquinas, recognized as a “Doctor of the Church” for being Catholicism’s greatest theologian of all time, wrote that Islam spread by violence:

[Muhammad] seduced the people by promises of carnal pleasure to which the concupiscence of the flesh goads us. His teaching also contained precepts that were in conformity with his promises, and he gave free rein to carnal pleasure. In all this, as is not unexpected, he was obeyed by carnal men. As for proofs of the truth of his doctrine, he brought forward only such as could be grasped by the natural ability of anyone with a very modest wisdom. Indeed, the truths that he taught he mingled with many fables and with doctrines of the greatest falsity. 
He did not bring forth any signs produced in a supernatural way, which alone fittingly gives witness to divine inspiration; for a visible action that can be only divine reveals an invisibly inspired teacher of truth. On the contrary, Muhammad said that he was sent in the power of his arms — which are signs not lacking even to robbers and tyrants. What is more, no wise men, men trained in things divine and human, believed in him from the beginning, Those who believed in him were brutal men and desert wanderers, utterly ignorant of all divine teaching, through whose numbers Muhammad forced others to become his followers by the violence of his arms. Nor do divine pronouncements on the part of preceding prophets offer him any witness. On the contrary, he perverts almost all the testimonies of the Old and New Testaments by making them into fabrications of his own, as can be seen by anyone who examines his law. It was, therefore, a shrewd decision on his part to forbid his followers to read the Old and New Testaments, lest these books convict him of falsity. It is thus clear that those who place any faith in his words believe foolishly.

Earlier last week, Rev. Franklin Graham, son of world-famous evangelist Billy Graham and President of Samaritan's Purse and the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, responded to other comments Pope Francis made that “the world is at war” while denying it’s a religious one.

“I agree that the world is at war — but I disagree that it’s not a war of religion,” Graham wrote on Facebook. “It is most certainly a war of religion. Religion is behind the violence and jihad we’re seeing in Europe, the Middle East, Asia, and here in this country. It's a religion that calls for the extermination of ‘infidels’ outside their faith, specifically Jews and Christians. It’s a religion that calls on its soldiers to shout ‘Allahu Akbar’ (‘God is Great’ in Arabic) as they behead, rape, and murder in the name of Islam. Radical Islamists are following the teachings of the Quran. We should call it what it is.”

5 of 28 readers’ comments

1. With all the due respect I owe the Holy Father as a Catholic I beg to disagree with him. I won't use any expletives against him though as truth without love is also a lie: he is always the Holy Father after all. Having said this, I must say that his analysis of the problem of Islamic violence and its comparison to violence within the Church was completely off the mark in my opinion. I stand with Pope Benedict XVI's Regensburg lecture on Islam.

2. Either the Pope has not read the words of St. Thomas Aquinas or he's being politically correct. He has to know that he has a target on his back (or throat) because ISIS has stated that they want to conquer Rome and The Vatican. Imagine the horror if and when that happens!
3. I have found it impossible to try to figure out what Pope Francis means, the main reason is that he constantly contradicts himself. I mean from one day to the next. Many Catholics are concerned for many good reasons, even those in Rome are reported to find it too difficult to have to go into damage control every time this Pope speaks.
4. Yes, in addition to chastising the faithful, he also consistently speaks with contradictions as though it's always some new insight to the Gospel. It's all very Jesuit-esch.
I guess we're all supposed to feel like confused college students listening to a doctoral lecture. 
But I'm not that, and neither are most.

I guess this pope is here to show that he's just the pope and not Christ. That's always a good thing. :-)

(Odd thing is he does that without hardly ever mentioning Christ.)
5. Surely there is confusion caused by the language being used. You could interpret "Islamic violence" as meaning violence by Muslims. It is perfectly possible to conceive of a world where there is no violence by Muslims but you would still be left with the Koran which advocates violence. On the other hand "Islamic violence" could mean violence in the name of Islam i.e. following the Koran. All one can say is, at the very best, Pope Francis is causing confusion.

Cardinal Burke: The Church ‘really should be afraid’ of Islam
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-burke-the-church-really-should-be-afraid-of-islam
By Claire Chretien, July 22, 2016

The Church “really should be afraid” of Islam and its inability to peacefully coexist with other religions, Cardinal Raymond Burke warns in a new book-length interview.

In Hope for the World: To Unite All Things in Christ, Burke, who is the former Prefect of the Apostolic Signatura and currently serves as the patron of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, addresses a host of topics relevant to the Catholic Church and the modern world, such as liturgy, marriage and family, and the pro-life cause. In Hope for the World and in a recent interview with Religion News Service, Burke said that Islam poses a threat to Christians and Western civilization.

“There’s no question that Islam wants to govern the world,” said Burke. He related the Battle of Lepanto in 1571 and the Battle of Vienna in 1683 to the battle against Islamic extremism in modern times. The Battle of Lepanto prevented the expansion of the Ottoman Empire into parts of Europe. The Battle of Vienna is often viewed as the beginning of the decline of the Ottoman Empire.

“When [Muslims] become a majority in any country then they have the religious obligation to govern that country,” he said. “If that’s what the citizens of a nation want, well, then, they should just allow this to go on. But if that’s not what they want, then they have to find a way to deal with it.”
“There is no place for other religions...as long as Islam has not succeeded in establishing its sovereignty over the nations and over the world,” Burke said in Hope for the World.

“It is important for Christians to realize the radical differences between Islam and Christianity in matters concerning their teaching about God, about conscience, etc.,” said Burke. “If you really understand Islam, you understand that the Church really should be afraid of it.”

“Islam is a religion that, according to its own interpretation, must also become the State,” he continued.

Burke said the appropriate response to this growing threat “is to be firm about the Christian origin of our own nation, and certainly in Europe, and the Christian foundations of the government, and to fortify those.”

He also blasted Catholic leaders who think Islam is “a religion like the Catholic faith or the Jewish faith.”

“That simply is not objectively the case,” he said.

Burke is not the only Catholic cardinal who has expressed concern about the spread of Islam. In June, Cardinal Robert Sarah, the Prefect for the Congregation of Divine Worship, called Islamic fundamentalism a “demonic” and “apocalyptic” beast along with the “idolatry of Western freedom.”  
4 of 36 readers’ comments

1. Well said Cardinal! Now phone up your Boss and tell him the same. We don't want to be cuddling up to Moslems or Islam. Tell him in no way do the Moslems want any discussion except it is on their terms. Oh, and while you’re at it phone Angela Merkel and tell her that the best way to stop the Moslems is to shut down those mosques.

2. Finally some authority in our Catholic Church telling the truth about Muslim. I am really afraid of them like I used to be afraid of the Viet Cong (Communists) in Viet Nam. In 1975 I tried to get away from them, now I encounter Muslim religion that is worse than Communism.
3. His eminence is correct. The only way Muslims should be allowed into Western countries-or any traditionally Christian country for that matter- is if they renounce Dhimmitude, the idea of a tax on non-believers and the idea that Shariah law should ever form part of the civil and criminal law of the countries they choose to reside in. If not, kick them out.

4. His eminence is correct in claiming that Islam is dangerous. However, it would be more useful if Church leaders start to tell the entire truth about Islam.

For example, claims such as that all religious are more or less equivalent and that Christians and Muslims adore the same God should stop because demonstrable false. Church leaders should clearly speak about this instead of confusing people.

For example, while "Allah" is also the Arabic word referring to the God of the Abrahamic religion and as such it is also used by Arab Christians, in the Islamic proper understanding "Allah" is not just a common word referring to God as the word "God" works in English. In the Islamic understanding "Allah" is the "personal name" of the god that they worship. In fact, they never translate "Allah" into "God" when speaking in English.
The god "Allah" was the main god of the Arab pantheon at the Mecca. In the same way "Zeus" was the main god of the Greek pantheon. What Muhammad did was to transform the Arab polytheism in a monotheism by destroying all idols of the Arab pantheon but the one referring to the god "Allah" which is the "black stone" at the Kaaba. Muhammad kissed this stone and requested that all Muslims do it and they continue to do it to today.

Thus, Islam is paganism. And, according the ancient Biblical understanding paganisms has much to share with devil worship.
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