[image: image1.png]


AUGUST 2, 2017
Michael Hichborn of the Lepanto Institute on … Corruption in Catholic Organizations
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By Michael Hichborn/Steve Skojec, August 2, 2017
Guest: Michael Hichborn, founder and president of The Lepanto Institute.

Description: The Catholic Church remains the largest charitable organization in the world, but are all of its programs and outreach efforts abiding by the Catholic moral and ethical framework? As Michael Hichborn has investigated the Church’s charitable work through groups like the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Caritas Internationalis, and Catholic Relief Services, he’s uncovered wide-ranging problems that include massive distribution of contraception in direct violation of Catholic teaching. I talk to Michael about the work he’s doing at The Lepanto Institute, some of the troubling things he has discovered, and his assessment of why despite some positive results, so little is being done in many places to correct them.
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2 of 10 readers’ comments

1. Woe to you shepherds who rape the Holy Bride of Christ out of your wanton lusts and rapacious greed that is idolatry, for the Lord God is the avenger of souls. Woe to you shepherds who sheer the sheep for your own material gain and fatten them on the pleasures of the world, the flesh and the devil only to devour them seeking to satiate your own insatiable appetites for the flesh, mammon and power, for the Lord God shall vent His just and infinite wrath upon you for eternity. Know that the evil you have wrought shall be brought upon you and you shall not escape it. Taste the Hell that awaits you and know that it is merely the beginning, for you shall choke upon your own evil, and that evil shall engulf you for ever and ever. Repent you vile wretches, you sons of Sodom and you wickedly false religious daughters of Gomorra for the Lord shall visit upon you a hundred fold all that you have visited upon His Beloved Bride and Her children. For every soul that is lead astray, for every innocent victim, for every soul that is lost by thy heresy, by thy wickedness, by thy complicitness, by thy ambiguously forked tongue, by thy unholy silence in the face of evil: You Shall Pay! –Fr. RP
2. That was just marvellous Steve and Michael! I am so grateful that both you are doing this work. Yes, Steve, to your plan to provide a shelter where Catholics can gather online, listen to one another and share ideas and coping strategies and know they are not alone. What you guys are going through is in some areas replicated at our level too, e.g. raising some of these issues with good Priests can invite the accusation of "being divisive"! That's a shock when that comes from good Priests. It is important that ALL of the corruption comes out! Whilst it takes people years to listen and then to accept all the bad news, this has to be done, because we are meant to be 'wise as serpents' and we cannot do that without being willing to be informed. Also, for those of us in catechetical positions, we can get weighed down with the question 'but where do I lead this group of students now? Where is it safe?' So many times in this podcast I had to laugh at the comments which were duplicating my own thoughts! Even the sudden decision of Michael to wear the Scapular every day now! I've worn the Miraculous Medal for years but because of the heat of summer here shied away from the scapular despite being enrolled. But once I saw the Vatican was supporting the Sustainable Development Goals of population reduction, and having watched 'masters of deceit' film clip, I figure the UN or their nutty delegates may just release a local plague or whatever, so getting out of Purgatory on the first Saturday after my death might be a good reason to stop procrastinating on the Scapular! Thank you both so much. Would love to hear you guys talk more whenever you can! God bless!

Fleecing the flock. But at this rate it won’t go on for too much longer
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-fleecing-the-flock 

By Michael Voris, May 10, 2017

All over the country, the United States, and we suspect other countries, each diocese or archdiocese takes up a collection, usually once a year, to fund the various works of the diocese. The diocese has expenses of its own, apart from that of your local parish, and funds these expenses by a variety of methods — donations, investments, assessments of each parish, meaning a tax and this annual collection.
The specific collection of each diocese has its own name, but many of them are similar. Here, in the archdiocese of Detroit, it's called the C.S.A., Catholic Services Appeal. Each diocese handles this annual collection whatever way it sees fit but many of them have one thing one thing in common. In addition to a slogan somewhat predictable in sounding quasi-spiritual, they also ask for a donation but actually take the money from individual parishes if people at a given parish don't give a predetermined amount.

For example, a total collection amount for the whole archdiocese is decided on. Let's say $10 million for the whole butcher's bill for the archdiocese for all its various ministries. This $10 million "bill" is then dispersed over all the parishes, and each parish is assigned a specific "collection amount." And here's what grinds so many people's gears. If a parish doesn't meet that assigned amount, the archdiocese just goes into the parish's bank account and sucks out the shortfall amount anyway.

Yep. This is called a "donation." But in actuality, it's more like extortion. It's called "charity" but it's more like a tax. Imagine, "Hi, I'm the bishop (or archbishop). We'd like your parish to give $30,000 to the annual appeal, diocesan-wide total of $10 million. A few months later, "Oh, your parish only donated $17,000. Thank you. And no problem. We'll just raid your parish bank account and take the remaining $13,000 we want. Thanks again for participating."

How is there any justice in that whatsoever? It's so wrong, you don't even know where to begin. Talk about fleecing the flock. First of all, it isn't a donation if it's taken from you against your will. That's called theft. It's more akin to Democratic Party tactics than anything Catholic. Secondly, it completely fails to respect the decision of a Catholic to not give or support what a diocese may be doing.

Many, many Catholics are sick to death of the caving in to false ecumenism by Catholic leaders and officials, complete with all the bad liturgy, meaning irreverent Masses and bad catechesis. For example, as many dioceses do, Detroit had a video presentation produced and played at Masses in almost all the parishes last weekend — problem right there, playing videos in Mass.

First of all, it began with the Protestant national anthem — "Amazing Grace." Think about that for a moment. No other group in the history of the world has produced the amount of beautiful sacred music than the Catholic Church. Between chants and hymns and so forth, the Church has probably produced millions of pieces of music in its 2,000-year-sacred history. Yet here, in a video asking for Catholics to cough up money to support the Church, the first thing we hear is a song that has nothing to do with the Church and is widely considered the unofficial Protestant anthem.

Why couldn't any Catholic hymn or chant be used instead or how about even at all? Is the archdiocese of Detroit so opposed to any official popular embracing of tradition? As the video goes on, it shows girl altar boys, refers to parishes as "faith communities," shows so-called eucharistic ministers and talks about people's "faith journeys." It's a typical modernist presentation of the Faith — watered-down, man-centered Catholicism, in short, Protestantized Catholicism.

Nowhere in the entire nine-minute video is there a single shot of a Traditional Latin Mass, Mass being offered ad orientem, altar boys in cassock and surplice, any Gregorian chant, nothing. It is a total buy-in - or perhaps sellout to the Church of Nice - shots of clapping in Mass and drum-pounding, rhythm-going, toe-tapping, fellowship-centered religion.

The voice-over talks about "encounter" and so forth — all the contemporary buzzwords modernist, watered-down Catholics love to use because they think it sounds cool and convincing and will bring people to the Church in droves. In fact, after collecting or taking the money for last year's C.S.A., the archdiocese was pleased as punch to let people know that this past year, 996 Catholics came into the Church in the archdiocese this past Easter. Good. But as usual, you never hear the other side. And here is the other side.

The six counties that are encompassed by the Detroit archdiocese have a population of approximately 4.3 million out of the roughly 10 million in the whole state, so roughly 43 percent. Of those about 1.3 million are counted by the archdiocese as Catholic. Now, when we consider that roughly 100,000 Michiganders die each year, that would translate to about 43,000 deaths in the six counties of the archdiocese. And since about 30 percent of that population is Catholic, then that would further mean a staggering almost 13,000 Catholics in the archdiocese died last year.

But remember, the archdiocese is touting that 996 converts came into the Church last year. In other words, about a thousand came in but around 13,000 died. The number of Catholics in the archdiocese of Detroit who died was approximately 13 times the number of people who converted — not even close. Even when you take into account infant baptisms, the total number of Catholics in the archdiocese is shrinking.

Many Catholics who are faithful believe this is due to the refusal of Church leaders to present an authentic version of the Faith — the glory of Catholicism. These people have no desire to contribute to an organization, an infrastructure, a bureaucracy that keeps failing in an epic manner to achieve the goal of the Church. Yet, they have no choice. The same outfit that keeps failing just takes their money without their permission.
Why can't a diocese have to live like everyone else? People don't get to figure out how much they need to live and then take more money from their employer than they are paid just because it's not enough. If an archdiocese is so convinced that its modern way of attracting people to the Faith and keeping them in the pews is so effective, then they should rise or fall on their convictions, not just keep failing and taking money from faithful Catholics against their will to keep feeding the beast of a dying bureaucracy.

This had nothing to do with supporting your parish, as we are obligated to do according to Church law. We are not obligated whatsoever to financially support a failing diocesan bureaucracy, that takes money from those who do not want to give it because they disagree with how the money is spent, contributing to the demolition of the Faith.

To take money from people without their permission is theft. To charge a parish a "tax" and saddle it with a debt that it did not incur is not just or charitable. But this is one of the symptoms of a Church that is dying. It can't pay its own bills to push its own Protestantized agenda, which has brought about the dying process, so it just takes the money without asking. This is nothing less than catholik, small "c," ending in "k," socialism.

Wow. Just wow. Is there any end the Church of Nice will not go to, to impose its errant approach?

Most of the 287 readers’ comments are so faith-shattering, I will not reproduce them here -Michael
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