NOVEMBER 2011
Visionary Messages on the End Times
“One who follows the pope is an authentic Catholic. One who doesn’t is a dissenter and is busy trying to construct a new Catholic Church" – Dr. Richard Geraghty, EWTN Experts Forum

Note: In this letter I may occasionally use bold print, italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. 

Q:

My sister is 100% devoted to visionaries with end times messages. She uses these messages to criticize women in ministry and over and above Holy Church teachings and doctrine to make all of life’s decisions. She has divorced, lived with a man out-of-state, lost a relationship with her daughter, lost relationships with her sisters and is judgmental of others… She continually sets timetables regarding end-time events. What can I tell her? Pat
A:

"The Christian economy, therefore, since it is the new and definitive Covenant, will never pass away; and no new public revelation is to be expected before the glorious manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Yet even if Revelation is already complete, it has not been made completely explicit; it remains for Christian faith gradually to grasp its full significance over the course of the centuries. Throughout the ages, there have been so-called ‘private’ revelations, some which have been recognized by the authority of the Church. They do not belong, however, to the deposit of the faith. It is not their role to improve or complete Christ’s definitive Revelation, but to help live more fully by it in a certain period of history. Guided by the magisterium of the Church, the sensus fidelium knows how to discern and welcome in these revelations whatever constitutes an authentic call of Christ or his saints to the Church. Christian faith cannot accept 'revelations' that claim to surpass or correct the Revelation of which Christ is the fulfillment, as is the case in certain non-Christian religions and also in certain recent sects which base themselves on such 'revelations'."
 

What I just quoted is from The Catechism of the Catholic Church. This entire book is doctrinal teaching, which every Catholic is required to accept and believe.

The Church does not tell us that we cannot study or believe in private revelation. What it says is that new private revelation cannot be something that is new doctrine or dogma and not revealed before and the private revelation must be just an aid to help us apply original revelation that we do not fully understand to our current times. As an example, Holy Scriptures (public revelation) frequently tells us how dependent we are upon God’s mercy and that we should seek it. In the early part of the last century our Lord appeared to a religious, Blessed Faustina Kowalska, for several years and had her write about his Divine Mercy. These teachings (private revelation) only enhanced what we already knew about our Lord’s mercy and prepared us for the times in which we currently live. The Church decided that these private revelations are worthy of belief. These teachings include the Divine Mercy Novena, Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Divine Mercy Sunday following Easter Sunday.

Holy Church does give us guidance regarding private revelation. 

"Declarations: Since the abolition of Canons 1399 and 2318 of the former Canonical Code, publications about new appearances, revelations, prophecies, miracles, etc., have been allowed to be distributed and read by the faithful without the express permission of the Church, providing they contain nothing which contravenes faith and morals. This means no imprimatur is necessary when distributing information on new apparitions not yet judged by the Church. The authors wish to manifest unconditional submission to the final judgement of the Magisterium of the Church regarding any events presently under investigation."
 

"The Roman Pontiff and the bishops, in view of their office and importance of the matter, by fitting means diligently strive to inquire properly into that revelation and to give apt expression to its contents; but a new public revelation they do not accept as pertaining to the divine deposit of faith."
 

"The Christian dispensation, therefore, as the new and definitive covenant, will never pass away and we now await no further new revelation before the glorious manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ."
 

"But the task of authentically interpreting the word of God, whether written or handed on, has been entrusted exclusively to the living teaching office of the Church whose authority is exercised in the name of Jesus Christ."

Our Lord tells us that no one but the Father knows when the 'end' will come. "But of that day and hour no one knoweth, no not the angels of heaven, but the Father alone."
 

As Our Lord tells us, we will know a tree by the fruit that it bears. "For there is no good tree that bringeth forth evil fruit; nor an evil tree that bringeth forth good fruit. For every tree is known by its fruit."
 Your sister should compare her obsession with messages to the fruits that they have brought to her life thus far:

· Divorced

· Daughter has broken off relationship with her

· Moved in with a man for a time in Arizona

· Criticizes lawful ministries within the Church

· Criticizes her sister’s lawful service to the Church

· Presumptuous judgements regarding others going to hell

· Became homeless for a time

· Constantly seeking new revelations in messages instead of studying the approved revelations of holy scripture

· Sisters not wanting to associate with her

I would suggest that your sister find a good and holy spiritual director and be obedient to him without exception. One place to look would be a priest who works at a shrine.

This report prepared on May 5, 2007 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: hfministry@roadrunner.com. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this landmail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week.

( Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin (
The End Times and the Rapture
"Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it" - Pope St. Felix III
Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, CAPS, Italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting.
Q:

Dear Ron,

One keeps getting these Protestant email forwards about the end of the world, dates and all, from good Catholics.

Just for your information, I am sending you one such forward which says that "Judgement Day" is May 21 this year, followed by "The End of the World" on October 21. I trust that gives you sufficient time to complete your report! (Lol)

What does the Bible say and what does the Catholic Church teach about this. 

If you can include some information on that other hot favorite of theirs, being "taken up in the twinkling [blink] of an eye"/the rapture [being "caught up to meet the Lord in the air"]*, with scripture quotations, it will be even more helpful.

God bless you. Michael Prabhu, Chennai, INDIA [April 20, 2011] 

*I Corinthians 15:52, I Thessalonians 4:13-17 [the Parousia or the Second Coming]
A:

"Eschatology: That branch of systematic theology which deals with the doctrines of the last things."
 "Eschatology: A technical theological term used by nineteenth-century theologians who studied the doctrines concerning the 'end times'. The subject matter includes death, Christ’s resurrection, the status of the dead prior to Christ’s Second Coming (Parousia), the general resurrection of the dead, heaven, hell, judgement, justice, etc. The phrase 'last things' refers to a final period of world history when God’s majestic plan of salvation is realized as all creation is finally reconciled to Him, reaching the beginning of its fullest possible realization. This final period of world history begins with the birth of Christ, includes the pilgrim journey of the Church, and will be consummated with the Second Coming of Christ. Four basic points about this period should be kept in mind. First, there is the initial phase that includes all that has happened, beginning with the birth of Christ. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Jew and Gentile is itself a sign of the 'final age of salvation', of the 'messianic age', which is therefore already upon us. Second, there is that phase of salvation history which is yet to come and which is commonly called the 'not yet' of salvation history. Believers still await Christ’s return, His Second Coming (Parousia), and the 'day of judgement', at some future point. Things yet to happen are the eschatological plagues, the resurrection of the dead, the last judgement and final salvation. The final tribulations are not yet fully realized. Third, there is a relationship of between what we expect in the future and what we experience in daily Christian life. Fourth, Jesus’ preaching about the kingdom of God, the Son of Man and the final judgement all illustrate the inaugural moments of the 'end times'."

"Before Christ's Second Coming, the Church must pass through a final trial that will shake the faith of many believers. The persecution that accompanies her pilgrimage on earth will unveil the "mystery of iniquity" in the form of a religious deception offering men an apparent solution to their problems at the price of apostasy from the truth. The supreme religious deception is that of the Antichrist, a pseudo-messianism by which man glorifies himself in place of God and of his Messiah come in the flesh."
 
"Since the Ascension, Christ's coming in glory has been imminent, even though 'it is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority'. This eschatological coming could be accomplished at any moment, even if both it and the final trial that will precede it are 'delayed'."
 
"Though already present in his Church, Christ's reign is nevertheless yet to be fulfilled "with power and great glory" by the King's return to earth. This reign is still under attack by the evil powers, even though they have been defeated definitively by Christ's Passover. Until everything is subject to him, "until there be realized new heavens and a new earth in which justice dwells, the pilgrim Church, in her sacraments and institutions, which belong to this present age, carries the mark of this world which will pass, and she herself takes her place among the creatures which groan and travail yet and await the revelation of the sons of God." That is why Christians pray, above all in the Eucharist, to hasten Christ's return by saying to him: Maranatha! "Our Lord, come!"
 
"The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only through this final Passover, when she will follow her Lord in his death and Resurrection. The kingdom will be fulfilled, then, not by a historic triumph of the Church through a progressive ascendancy, but only by God's victory over the final unleashing of evil, which will cause his Bride to come down from heaven. God's triumph over the revolt of evil will take the form of the Last Judgment after the final cosmic upheaval of this passing world."
 
"Following in the steps of the prophets and John the Baptist, Jesus announced the judgment of the Last Day in his preaching. Then will the conduct of each one and the secrets of hearts be brought to light. Then will the culpable unbelief that counted the offer of God's grace as nothing be condemned. Our attitude to our neighbor will disclose acceptance or refusal of grace and divine love. On the Last Day Jesus will say: 'Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me'."
 
"On Judgment Day at the end of the world, Christ will come in glory to achieve the definitive triumph of good over evil which, like the wheat and the tares, have grown up together in the course of history."
 
"When he comes at the end of time to judge the living and the dead, the glorious Christ will reveal the secret disposition of hearts and will render to each man according to his works, and according to his acceptance or refusal of grace."
 
"The resurrection of all the dead, "of both the just and the unjust," will precede the Last Judgment. This will be "the hour when all who are in the tombs will hear [the Son of man's] voice and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment." Then Christ will come "in his glory, and all the angels with him. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
 
"In the presence of Christ, who is Truth itself, the truth of each man's relationship with God will be laid bare. The Last Judgment will reveal even to its furthest consequences the good each person has done or failed to do during his earthly life."
 
"The Last Judgment will come when Christ returns in glory. Only the Father knows the day and the hour; only he determines the moment of its coming. Then through his Son Jesus Christ he will pronounce the final word on all history. We shall know the ultimate meaning of the whole work of creation and of the entire economy of salvation and understand the marvelous ways by which his Providence led everything towards its final end. The Last Judgment will reveal that God's justice triumphs over all the injustices committed by his creatures and that God's love is stronger than death."
 
"The Last Judgment will come when Christ returns in glory. Only the Father knows the day and the hour; only he determines the moment of its coming. Then through his Son Jesus Christ he will pronounce the final word on all history. We shall know the ultimate meaning of the whole work of creation and of the entire economy of salvation and understand the marvelous ways by which his Providence led everything towards its final end. The Last Judgment will reveal that God's justice triumphs over all the injustices committed by his creatures and that God's love is stronger than death."

"The superiority of Catholic eschatology consists in the fact that, without professing to answer every question that idle curiosity may suggest, it gives a clear, consistent, satisfying statement of all that need at present be known, or can profitably be understood, regarding the eternal issues of life and death for each of us personally, and the final consummation of the cosmos of which we are a part. 

Death, which consists in the separation of soul and body, is presented under many aspects in Catholic teaching, but chiefly 

· as being actually and historically, in the present order of supernatural Providence, the consequence and penalty of Adam's sin (Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:12, etc.); 

· as being the end of man's period of probation, the event which decides his eternal destiny ( 2 Corinthians 5:10 ; John 9:4 ; Luke 12:40 ; 16:19; etc.), though it does not exclude an intermediate state of purification for the imperfect who die in God's grace ; and 

· as being universal, though as to its absolute universality (for those living at the end of the world) there is some room for doubt because of I Thessalonians, iv, 14; I Corinthians, xv, 51; II Timothy, iv, 1. 

That a particular judgment of each soul takes place at death is implied in many passages of the New Testament (Luke 16:22; 23:43; Acts 1:25; etc.), and in the teaching of the Council of Florence (Denzinger, Enchiridion, no. 588) regarding the speedy entry of each soul into heaven, purgatory, or hell. 

Heaven is the abode of the blessed, where (after the resurrection with glorified bodies) they enjoy, in the company of Christ and the angels, the immediate vision of God face to face, being supernaturally elevated by the light of glory so as to be capable of such a vision. There are infinite degrees of glory corresponding to degrees of merit, but all are unspeakably happy in the eternal possession of God. Only the perfectly pure and holy can enter heaven; but for those who have attained that state, either at death or after a course of purification in purgatory, entry into heaven is not deferred, as has sometimes been erroneously held, till after the General Judgment. 

Purgatory is the intermediate state of unknown duration in which those who die imperfect, but not in unrepented mortal sin, undergo a course of penal purification, to qualify for admission into heaven. They share in the communion of saints and are benefited by our prayers and good works. The denial of purgatory by the Reformers introduced a dismal blank in their eschatology and, after the manner of extremes, has led to extreme reactions. 

Hell, in Catholic teaching, designates the place or state of men (and angels) who, because of sin, are excluded forever from the Beatific Vision. In this wide sense it applies to the state of those who die with only original sin on their souls (Council of Florence, Denzinger, no. 588), although this is not a state of misery or of subjective punishment of any kind, but merely implies the objective privation of supernatural bliss, which is compatible with a condition of perfect natural happiness. But in the narrower sense in which the name is ordinarily used, hell is the state of those who are punished eternally for unrepented personal mortal sin. Beyond affirming the existence of such a state, with varying degrees of punishment corresponding to degrees of guilt and its eternal or unending duration, Catholic doctrine does not go. It is a terrible and mysterious truth, but it is clearly and emphatically taught by Christ and the Apostles."
 

The teachings of Holy Church about the end of the world come two-fold from the bible and tradition. “But of that day and hour (the end of the world) no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone."
 Whenever I refer to the end of the world or the end times I usually read from St. Matthew which has many relevant scriptures, the most relevant quoted above. Other verses of importance (too lengthy to quote here) from St. Matthew are Matthew 24:3-31, 37-44 and 25:31-46.

Most of the subscribers to my reports received their Catholic education from the old Baltimore Catechism. The teachings therein are so good that I regularly quote from it. It says, "The end of a thing is the purpose for which it was made. For example, the end of a watch is to keep time and the end of a pen is to write, etc. Man was made for God — to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him both in this world and in the next."
 So, at the end of our earthly time we should have been working on the ultimate goal of spending eternity with God! 

I would be remiss if I did not at least briefly comment on the Rapture. Many Protestant sects insist that the Rapture will be part of the end-times scenario. I can best state the Catholic teaching about the Rapture by quoting from the closing paragraph of the below footnoted article: "What’s a Catholic to believe? We began with several questions: What is the Catholic teaching on the Rapture? There is none; there is no traditional Christian teaching on the Rapture. It is a late, and rather suspect, arrival on the scene. Will Catholics be raptured? No, of course not, but then neither will be anyone else. But we are left behind with one final — and most important —question. It is not about the future, the question, Will I be taken up by the Rapture? Rather, it’s more about a present question: Will I be taken in by it?"

I hope that I have answered your questions. If I can be of further assistance, please ask. 

This report prepared on May 14, 2011 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: <hfministry@roadrunner.com>.  Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this landmail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY DOCTRINAL ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE! 

( Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin (
michaelprabhu@vsnl.net www.ephesians-511.net
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