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JULY 24, 2016
Controversy over the Prayer of Jabez, I Chronicles 4: 9, 10
"There are, no doubt, passages in the New Testament which may seem at first sight to promise an invariable granting of our prayers. But that cannot be what they really mean. For in the very heart of the story we meet a glaring instance to the contrary. In Gethsemane the holiest of all petitioners prayed three times that a certain cup might pass from Him. It did not. After that the idea that prayer is recommended to us as a sort of infallible gimmick may be dismissed." - C.S. Lewis    
In late 2002, I had not yet gone online with my ministry and did not even know what a computer or the Internet could do. I was using a one-line memory Facit typewriter to laboriously punch out my articles and reports which I would then get photocopied and distributed by hand or postal snail mail. Then, one day, my nephew and I discovered Bruce Wilkinson’s Prayer of Jabez in the home of a Catholic friend (who later left the Church and became a pastor of a church that he founded). My nephew and I were inspired by the little booklet’s contents quite independently of each other. When we shared our views, we took the decision to read the Old Testament verse and make a simple prayer together several times a day based on the verse, beseeching the Lord to bless us, to enlarge our ministries, to protect us from evil and to make us a blessing to others. We both had never heard of “affirmatory” prayer or the “name-it claim-it” controversy or the prosperity gospel either. We prayed with the most innocent confidence and trust that God would do for us as he did for Jabez, “granting him his request”, seeing that the both of us did not have the faintest clue as to which direction we must take in our full time ministries which were not picking up well.
What almost immediately happened in our lives was nothing short of a miracle. 
My nephew joined a team of Catholics who were ministering in the tea and coffee estates of Karnataka state and remained with them for several years until he married.

And after delivering a seminar and talks on the New Age, I received three generous love offerings from young Catholics in Bangalore (such a thing had never ever happened before. Or after) and put the money into a bank account when I got back home to Chennai, not knowing what to do with the huge sum.
It was not long before a visiting friend from Kerala finally managed to convince me that I must keep up with the times by investing in a computer. We found that I had just enough money (INR 30,000) to buy a desk top system which he taught me to use before he got his visa to leave for the US. The rest… is history.

Two decades earlier, in 1982, my wife’s family had been receiving locutions and messages assuring me that if I committed my life to serve Jesus and His Church, He would bless my ministry and it would reach “tens of thousands”. That promise certainly appears to have been fulfilled through www.ephesians-511.net. 

I, therefore, am not the right person to decide on this matter which I have found to be highly controversial.
I must confess that I found a few dozen copies of Bruce Wilkinson’s book at a book sale and bought the whole lot and distributed them to everyone who appeared to need spiritual direction in their lives.

I have even been recommending the Prayer to relatives and friends. Did I do wrong? I don’t know.

I present here (in no particular order) a collation of articles on this issue and leave it to the readers’ decision.
Excuse the anti-Catholic rhetoric (on the Hail Mary, etc.) in a couple of the Protestant analyses.
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The first big surprise was to find the Jabez Prayer in my Google search on the Prosperity Gospel:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prosperity_theology
Bruce Wilkinson's The Prayer of Jabez also sold millions of copies and invited readers to seek prosperity…
The Prayer of Jabez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Prayer_of_Jabez
The Prayer of Jabez: Breaking Through to the Blessed Life is a book Bruce Wilkinson published in 2000 by Multnomah Books as the first book in the "BreakThrough" book series. It is based on the Old Testament passage (1 Chronicles 4:9-10):

Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, saying, "I gave birth to him in pain." Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, saying, "Oh that you would bless me indeed and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from the evil one." And God granted his request. (NIV)
In the book, Wilkinson encourages Christians to invoke this prayer for themselves on a daily basis:

I challenge you to make the Jabez prayer for blessing part of the daily fabric of your life. To do that, I encourage you to follow unwaveringly the plan outlined here for the next thirty days. By the end of that time, you'll be noticing significant changes in your life, and the prayer will be on its way to becoming a treasured, lifelong habit.
The book became an international bestseller, topping the New York Times bestseller list and selling nine million copies. It received the Evangelical Christian Publishers Association Gold Medallion Book of the Year award in 2001.

The popularity of the original book has led its publisher, Multnomah Press, to extend the line to a number of derivative works targeted at niche audiences, as well as to offer the books in audio and video formats. They also authorized a wide array of official "Prayer of Jabez" merchandise including key chains, mugs, backpacks, Christmas ornaments, scented candles, mouse pads and a framed artist's conception of Jabez himself. A line of jewelry was introduced in 2002. 
(Three versions rewritten for children, one each targeted at preschoolers, 8-12 year olds and teens

(The Prayer of Jabez Journal
(The Prayer of Jabez Devotional (one edition for children, one for adults)

(The Prayer of Jabez Bible Study
(The Prayer of Jabez for Women written by Wilkinson's wife, Darlene

(A musical companion, The Prayer of Jabez Music ... A Worship Experience (ForeFront Records)

(The Healing of Jabez by John W. Mauck ('Credo House Publishers, ISBN 978-1-935391-29-6) was published in 2009.
Criticism

(Jabez has been compared to the "prosperity gospel" and has received the reproaches often addressed toward that doctrine, e.g. that the Jabez prayer suggests that God ought to do what man wants, instead of man following God's will. Some have taken issue with the form of the prayer, citing Jesus' admonition against "vain repetitions" in Matthew 6:7-9. The commercialization of Jabez has also attracted criticism.
(The Mantra of Jabez: A Christian Parody by Douglas M. Jones (Canon Press, ISBN 1-885767-88-9) was published in 2001.

(The Cult of Jabez... and the falling away of the church in America, a book alleging an un-biblical premise of Wilkinson's book, reached as high as #77 on amazon.com's top 100 books list in 2002.

(The Jabez you never knew: Hebraic Keys to Answered Prayers, was written to give a historic perspective on the account of Jabez, and to criticize the original work for its emphasis on rote prayer. 
(The recording artist Derek Webb has said that his controversial song "Wedding Dress" was written after he saw Wilkinson speak about The Prayer of Jabez. Similarly, the Ceili Rain satirical song "Gold God" takes issue with this concept (if not the book) as well, noting the God who "expanded my territory" is "like a Visa card".
The Prayer of Jabez by Bruce Wilkinson

http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/BookReviews/jabez.htm All emphases theirs
Bruce Wilkinson, founder of Atlanta-based Walk Thru the Bible Ministries (he resigned as its president in February of 2002), is a popular speaker at many ecumenical, neo-evangelical national gatherings such as Promise Keepers, the Navigators, Focus on the Family, Campus Crusade for Christ, the Fellowship of Companies for Christ, and Christian Schools International, as well as BIOLA, Wheaton, Mt. Hermon, the Christian Business Men's Committee, Moody Bible Institute, and many others. While a student at Dallas Seminary in 1976, and under the guidance of psychologizers Howard Hendricks and Gene Getz, Wilkinson founded Walk Thru the Bible Ministries with a teaching faculty of six that today has grown to 120 in North America and 2,000 lay instructors worldwide. It is now the largest "Christian" seminar organization in the United States and conducts over 2,500 conferences each year. 

In 1998, Wilkinson founded Walk Thru the Bible International, a global initiative to develop "a Bible teacher for every 50,000 people in every nation of the world." In 2001, Wilkinson founded Global Vision Resources, a private nonprofit operating foundation that produces, markets, and distributes video and curriculum products to retail outlets, businesses, schools, and ministries around the world—"My goal now is to take [my teaching] beyond America to every nation across the globe through the mediums of video, television, and film"; Wilkinson planned a late-2002 move to California to pursue this goal. Then in July of 2002, while traveling and teaching in Africa, the Wilkinson's decided to move to South Africa and establish a ministry there.
In addition to The Prayer of Jabez (Multnomah:2000), Wilkinson has authored several other books—including Experiencing Spiritual Breakthroughs, 7 Laws of the Learner, Almost Every Answer for Practically Any Teacher!, Personal Holiness in Times of Temptation, Victory Over Temptation, Talk Thru the Old Testament, Talk Thru the New Testament—as well as served in editorial roles in the production of The Daily Walk Bible, the New King James Bible, The Closer Walk New Testament, The Open Bible: Expanded Edition, and The Family Walk Bible. Other shallow, Jabez-like books by Wilkinson include A Life God Rewards and Secrets of the Vine. His books have sold over 15 million copies combined.

Bruce Wilkinson was a guest on James Dobson's Focus on the Family radio program in early-March of 2001. Referring to Wilkinson's latest book (at the time), The Prayer of Jabez, Dobson claimed that it had sold one million copies in February 2001 alone, and the book's official Internet web site then claimed that sales totaled nine million, with more than 13 million in print. It was a USA Today/New York Times/Washington Post/Publisher's Weekly number one bestseller, and is being embraced by Evangelicals, Catholics, Fundamentalists, and even non-Christians. It won the Book of the Year ECPA Gold Medallion Award. Bill Gothard, who was recently asked to write a book on why the Jabez prayer works, said, "Because it's a cry, not a prayer, and crying is more powerful." 

To capitalize on the popularity of the book, Multnomah Publishers now has three versions for "kids": one each for preschoolers, 8-12 year-olds, and teens; The Prayer of Jabez Journal; The Prayer of Jabez Devotional (one for children, one for adults); The Prayer of Jabez Bible Study; The Prayer of Jabez for Women (by Wilkinson's wife); a 90-minute audio; a video, and a musical companion, The Prayer of Jabez Music … A Worship Experience (8/16/01, ForeFront Records/Multnomah Publishers Press Release; and Wilkinson's Internet web site). Also planned is a Jabez sequel. 

On top of all this, Multnomah has authorized a cavalcade of official merchandise, including Jabez backpacks, Christmas ornaments, vanilla-scented candles, mouse pads, and even a framed artist's conception of Jabez himself. Jewelry is also in the works, but a proposal for Jabez candy bars was rejected: "We want to be careful about not over-commercializing this," says Leslie Nunn Reed, the licensing agent. (Source: "A Phenomenon of Biblical Proportions," 8/14/01, L.A. Times.)
On Dobson's program, Wilkinson claimed that two weeks of praying the prayer of Jabez would change your life. 
After hearing the radio programs devoted to the book, and after reading the book, one should have serious reservations about Wilkinson's claims.

The Real Prayer of Jabez
The prayer of Jabez is found in 1 Chronicles 4:9-10:

And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow. And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he requested. (KJV)

That's it. Jabez was a good and honorable man who asked God to bless him and God did. It's an example of God providing for and caring for His chosen people. Jabez asked and God sovereignly chose to answer. The focus of Jabez's prayer is on God and His provision and protection. Jabez asked and our loving Father gave him what He requested—not because Jabez said the right thing or manipulated God into granting his request, but because God decided to be glorified through Jabez by answering his prayer. Period. End of story.

Bruce Wilkinson's Position
The subtitle of the book is Breaking Through to the Blessed Life. The publisher's back-cover promo reads: 

Do you want to be extravagantly blessed by God? Are you ready to reach for the extraordinary? To ask God for the abundant blessings He longs to give you? Join Bruce Wilkinson to discover how the remarkable prayer of a little-known Bible hero can release God's favor, power, and protection. You'll see how one daily prayer can help you leave the past behind—and break through to the life you were meant to live. (Bold added.) 

In the Preface to the book, Wilkinson writes: 

I want to teach you how to pray a daring prayer that God always answers. It is brief—only one sentence with four parts—and tucked away in the Bible, but I believe it contains they key to a life of extraordinary favor with God. This petition has radically changed what I expect from God and what I experience every day by His power. In fact, thousands of believers who are applying its truths are seeing miracles happen on a regular basis. (Emphasis added.)

Wilkinson then describes how to pray Jabez's prayer: 

The next morning, I prayed Jabez's prayer word for word. And the next. And the next. Thirty years later, I haven't stopped. If you were to ask me what sentence—other than my prayer for salvation—has revolutionized my life and ministry the most, I would tell you tell you that it was the cry of a gimper named Jabez, who is still remembered not for what he did, but for what he prayed—and for what happened next (p. 11). (Bold added.) 

I challenge you to make the Jabez prayer for blessing part of the daily fabric of your life. To do that, I encourage you to follow unwaveringly the plan outlined here for the next thirty days. By the end of that time, you'll be noticing significant changes in your life, and the prayer will be on its way to becoming a treasured, lifelong habit (p. 86). (Bold added.) 

Wilkinson claims that if we'll just pray the prayer of Jabez, word-for-word, every day for a month, then we'll see God's power released in our lives. To Wilkinson, the key isn't God's choice to answer Jabez's prayer. The key is that Jabez stumbled upon the right formula for asking things of God. Wilkinson reverses the cause and effect and implies that Jabez was honorable because he figured out the right way to pray. Wilkinson's emphasis is on Jabez finding the correct method, instead of on God and His Sovereignty.


A brief examination of Wilkinson's major tenets reveal the errors in his teachings:

1)  The book assumes that Jabez was "more honorable" than his brothers, and for this reason, God heard his prayer and gave him what he desired. But "more honorable" is not an adequate treatment of the Hebrew text. A more accurate translation would be "more honored." This simple mistranslation is foundational to the book's radical departure from the Christian teaching on prayer. For Wilkinson, it is the character of the one that offers the prayer (being honorable) that assures one of God hearing and answering. The Biblical position, however, is that God hears and answers prayer, not on the basis of any merit on the part of the one who prays, but solely on the basis of the merits of Christ. (Source: 5/21/01, Christian News.)
2)  Jabez's prayer or Jesus' prayer? In Matthew 6:5-13 (and Luke 11:2-4), Jesus gives us some instructions on how to pray:

And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when ye pray, USE NOT VAIN REPETITIONS (emphasis mine) as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for our Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. AFTER THIS MANNER (emphasis mine) therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. (KJV)

Jesus says "after this manner" is how we should pray. Jesus' prayer was a template or guide for us to follow as we talk with God. (This is not to say that Jabez's prayer is wrong. James 5:16b says, "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." Jabez's prayer certainly qualifies as the fervent prayer of a righteous man.) Yet Wilkinson encourages folks to pray Jabez's prayer verbatim, every day. This is also contrary to Jesus' instructions of "when you pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do." Wilkinson is clearly selling Jabez's prayer as a Scripturally-sanctioned incantation that can guarantee blessings.

3)  The book presents prayer as being essentially disconnected from our relationship to God through Jesus Christ. Christ's Name is invoked only a handful of times in the entire book, and then primarily in descriptive, historical ways. When sin is mentioned as a barrier to God, it is discussed only as something that the sinner himself can make right (p. 85). This borders on the ancient heresy of Pelagianism, in which sin is seen as a mere habit that a person himself can break, rather than as a condition of the soul that can be cured only by Christ. (Source: 5/21/01, Christian News.)

4)  Wilkinson's The Prayer of Jabez is more about the wisdom and shrewdness of the one doing the asking than the greatness of the One who answers the prayer (i.e., "Jabez's … request is a brilliant but little-understood strategy for … a blessed life"; p. 63). The major theme of the book is Wilkinson's belief that Jabez "got it right"—that Jabez figured out exactly what it took to get something from God and that was why he was considered more honorable than everyone else. Wilkinson implies that those who pray Jabez's prayer are just more clever than those who don't.

5)  Wilkinson seriously minimizes the Biblical emphasis on the believer's total dependence on God—"When you take little steps, you don't need God." But when you take big steps, according to Wilkinson, "which are beyond our ability to accomplish," then "you release miracles" (i.e., for the mundane, little things in life, we don't need God, because these things are in our own power to accomplish) (p. 44).

6)  The book encourages and sanctions selfishness as part of one's relationship with God. The Bible teaches that the believer's prayer is the process of our lining up our will with the will of God, and then obeying (Rom. 8:16-17; 1 Jn. 5:14-15). If my prayer does not line up with God's will as revealed in the Scriptures, then I need to ask Him to change my heart. Molding us by changing our desire is part of the sanctification process. But there is no cry to God to change our hearts in The Prayer of Jabez. Selfishness for it's own sake is encouraged. Repetition of Jabez's prayer is for the sole purpose of causing God to release His blessings and to receive miracles—"You will change your legacy and bring supernatural blessings wherever you go. God will release His miraculous power in your life now. And for all eternity, He will lavish on you His honor and delight" (pp. 91-92).    

7)  Wilkinson makes the chilling claim that we make God great (p. 49). Needless to say, he provides no Scriptural authority for this, because there is none; however, there are many references—Duet. 10:17, Psa. 145:3, for instance—to the fact that God is great. And there are many references to God making his people great (e.g., Gen. 12:2 and 2 Sam. 2:36). (Source: Review by L.S. Bottomly.)

8)  Success is seen as a measure of whether one has figured out the formula of Jabez. Wilkinson believes he has figured out the formula for success—"You can hang the Jabez prayer on the wall of every room in your house and nothing will happen. It's only what you believe will happen and therefore do next that will release God's power for you and bring about a life change. But when you act, you will step up to God's best for you. I'm living proof. … This year [2000] Walk Thru will conduct over twenty-five hundred Bible conferences—fifty each weekend. 
The ministry now publishes ten magazines each month to help individuals and families grow in God's Word every day. We recently passed the 100 million mark in total issues published. … almost shocking evidence of what God's grace and Jabez praying can do" (pp. 87, 88, 89). (First emphasis in the original.) 

9)  The last section of the book is called "Redeemed For This," and implies that we were saved so we could successfully pray the prayer of Jabez and unleash God's power in our lives. And like the teachings of the charismatics, if we fail to see God's power unleashed, then we must be spiritually deficient.

10)  Wilkinson goes into each of the requests of Jabez, and in Max Lucado-like fashion, speculates about what Jabez was thinking or doing as he prayed, and/or the details of what supposedly happened to Jabez after the prayer: 

(a) "Oh, that you would bless me indeed …!" … In my mind's eye, I picture Jabez standing before a massive gate recessed into a sky-high wall. Weighed down by the sorrow of his past and the dreariness of his present, he sees before him only impossibility—a future shut off. But raising his hands to heaven, he cries out, "Father, oh, Father! Please bless me! And what I really mean is … bless me a lot!" [p. 22]

(b) "enlarge my territory" … The next part of the Jabez prayer—a plea for more territory … If Jabez had worked on Wall Street, he might have prayed, "Lord , increase the value of my investment portfolios." When I talk to presidents of companies, I often talk to them about this particular mind-set. When Christian executives ask me, "Is it right for me to ask God for more business?" my response is, "Absolutely!" If you're doing your business God's way, it's not only right to ask for more, but He is waiting for you to ask. Your business is the territory God has entrusted to you. [pp. 30-31] 

(c) … Jabez's third desperate plea: "Oh, that Your hand would be with me!" With that, we release God's power to accomplish His will and bring Him glory through all those seeming impossibilities. [p. 48] Notice that Jabez did not begin his prayer by asking for God’s hand to be with him. At that point, he didn’t sense the need. Things were still manageable. His risks, and the fear that go with them, were minimal. But when his boundaries got moved out, and the kingdom-sized tasks of God's agenda started coming at him, Jabez knew he needed a divine hand—and fast. [pp. 48, 49]

(d) "Oh…keep me from evil." Jabez's last request is a brilliant but little-understood strategy for sustaining a blessed life. After all, as your life transcends the ordinary and starts to encroach on new territory for God, guess whose turf you're invading? In the previous chapter our prayer was for supernatural power to work through our weakness; in this one our petition is for supernatural help to protect us from Satan's proven ability to make us come in second. [p. 63] Do you believe that a supernatural God is going to show up to keep you from evil and protect your spiritual investment? Jabez did believe, and he acted on his belief. Thereafter his life was spared from the grief and pain that evil brings. [p. 74] 

How do we know any of this? There is never a mention of Jabez anywhere in the Bible again. Moreover, his stand-alone prayer reveals nothing of his background, nor his thoughts or feelings, nor his relationship with God before or after the prayer. To speculate in the manner Wilkinson does, is to take license with the Bible and, in effect, violates God's command not to add to Scripture.

11) Wilkinson also uses the success stories of others to validate his method (i.e., charismatic "story theology"). There are hundreds (perhaps thousands) of people who have prayed Jabez's prayer and attribute their prosperity directly to the mindless repetition of the prayer. Wilkinson's web site even has a forum to discuss success stories. One could just as easily cite the success stories followers of Islam who pray toward Mecca every day and credit that practice for their prosperity. Others credit Oprah, yoga, the tarot, crystals, or a host of other things for their success. Experience should never be used to validate any practice—only the Word Of God.

12) The formula Wilkinson is teaching leaves no room for God to say "NO" or "WAIT." Faithfully pray the prayer of Jabez, and you've got God in a box. Yet the Bible teaches that when one trusts Christ, a relationship is begun with Him that is in part defined by submission to the will of God and a recognition of His absolute right to do whatever He pleases with us. Frequently, that can mean that God says no to our prayer requests. According to Wilkinson, sin in our lives is the only thing that will stop the repetition of Jabez's prayer from working. Of course God answers prayer—in His own time and His own way and for His own purposes. Wilkinson reduces the notion of confident prayer to a gambit unworthy of an infinite God. He reduces Jabez's heartfelt prayer to a get-rich talisman. (Source: Review by L.S. Bottomly.)

Oh, how many professing Christians wish that Bruce Wilkinson were right—that they could repetitiously pray the same thing over and over for a month and God would be obligated to bless them and make them prosperous. But God's purposes for us and our lives are far beyond what we're able to comprehend, and sometimes we don't see His blessings until months or years after He's provided them (Genesis 50:20). We can't know the mind of God and we can't coerce Him into blessing us. He can't and won't be controlled or manipulated. If He could, then He wouldn't be God, and He wouldn't be worthy of worship, honor, and praise.
 
James Dobson's endorsement of The Prayer of Jabez has caused the book's sales to explode. Dobson has given credibility to what would have otherwise been denounced as the prosperity gospel or "name-it-and-claim-it" theology. [In fact, The Prayer of Jabez is tailor-made for the name-it-and-claim-it, health-and-wealth charismatic charlatans. The 7/14/01 World said this book "plays to the attraction of the 'prosperity gospel'—claiming that one need just pray this prayer and God will, in the words of Jabez, 'enlarge your territory.'" 
Charles and Frances Hunter (a.k.a. "The Happy Hunters"), in their 7/01 newsletter, write: "Many of you have called, written or spoken to us about the dream we had after we prayed the Jabez Prayer for the first time. We are so excited about this because the more we think about the dream the more we think about the far outreach of it. This not only meant that we will have an abundance of finances and things in the monetary area, but it includes the salvation of your family. The abundance includes not only the salvation of your family, but also healings you or your family need. ... Don't forget to pray for that $1 million gift we need!" (Source: 8/15/01, Calvary Contender.) A large ad in the Houston Chronicle has Wilkinson speaking at the huge Lakewood Church (charismatic), charging $15/individual, $25/couple. The ad says, "You will learn to release God's favor and power in your life." (Emphasis added.) (Source: 9/1/01, Calvary Contender.)]

The real tragedy of Bruce Wilkinson's book will be the carnage created as desperate souls follow his advice and pray Jabez's prayer for a month, and yet see no change or see things getting worse around them. The book has no discussion of what to do when the prayer seems to fail (e.g., a child dies, a marriage fails, a job is lost, healing does not come, etc.). Many of them will turn to themselves seeking the reason. Yet Wilkinson has guaranteed that the prayer will work. The clear implication is that a failed prayer equals failed faith.

Wilkinson teaches a shallow "results-oriented" faith that is supposed to guarantee success, as opposed to a deep, abiding, loving relationship with our Father that will sustain us through heartaches, failure, and success. Dr. Layton Talbert, in a book review in the Sep-Oct 2001 Frontline magazine, notes one of the book's philosophical flaws―"a tendency to confuse 'blessing' with 'success.'" He says: "The underlying assumption seems to be that an increase in successful ministry opportunities is indicative of God's blessing, and the lack of an increasing number … denotes the absence of God's blessing. This can create an unwarranted expectation on the part of readers which, when not realized, results in confusion, frustration, and disappointment with God or an introspective assumption that there is simply something wrong with them. The Biblical emphasis is on faithfulness, not fruitfulness. Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel were explicitly forewarned that their ministries would be noticeably 'unsuccessful' in terms of tangible positive influence and results; despite that, they were exemplary successes because they faithfully fulfilled God's commission for them."

One serious critic lumps this bestseller with what he calls "megachurch Christianity," the sort of money- and power-driven religion that came to be symbolized by the rise and fall of televangelists such as Jim Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart. "It attempts to give a Christianizing to some of the worst characteristics of our culture. You throw in a little God talk, and now it becomes an immediately sellable thing." (Source: "Godliness or greed? Prayer book seeks 'exponentially expanding blessings'," 6/9/01, AP story.) 

Another critic has even published a spoof book about Jabez—"We figured this book was so popular that it had to be bad, so we went out and read it and we were right," says Douglas Jones, author of The Mantra of Jabez: Break on Through to the Other Side (Canon Press). Jones, who teaches philosophy at a Christian college in Idaho, adds: "It's not that we consider the book evil. It just captures everything that's silly about contemporary evangelical Christianity." Practice the Jabez mantra, says the book's dust jacket, and "soon you too will feel an adrenaline rush that you can call the Holy Spirit and use it to justify any fool thing you want to say." (Source: "A Phenomenon of Biblical Proportions," 8/14/01, L.A. Times.)

Summary
The Prayer of Jabez is a particularly dangerous work from a Christian theological perspective. It arises from a human-centered rather than a Christ-centered worldview. Although a call to take seriously the power of prayer is always welcome, that call must take seriously the theological realities of prayer. (Source: 5/21/01, Christian News.)

Bruce Wilkinson would surely proclaim that he both understands and believes in the commonly accepted principles of the normal/literal hermeneutic. In practice, however, for reasons that are quite inexplicable, he has chosen to ignore these principles and write a book using the devotional methodology. The result is that Wilkinson has elevated a little-known, and seemingly unimportant prayer to be the very apex of the Christian life and experience. (Compare this prayer to some of David's or Paul's or Jesus', especially John 17, and ask yourself, "Why has the author chosen the prayer of Jabez?") As has been shown, The Prayer of Jabez is not a proper interpretation of 1 Chronicles 4:9-10 at all. Rather, the author has chosen to spiritualize the text. He made up what he wants it to mean, called for an application based upon his faulty exegesis, underwrote the whole thing with testimonies and anecdotes instead of Scripture, and foisted it upon the church as the long-lost key that will unlock the unfathomable blessings of God. (Source: “I Just Wanted More Land”—Jabez, by Gary E. Gilley, pp. 61-62.) 

Nothing could be more absurd—unless, of course, a massive number of God's people are deceived by such a fad. And, sadly, this is what has happened. (Ibid.)

Closing Note
IF I have been crucified with Christ, and IF it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me, AND the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and delivered Himself up for me, THEN the prayer of Jabez is irrelevant to my life. Why? Because the Christ in me would not seek the Father's blessing for Himself, but for those around  me. And our prayers should always be for our neighbor first, not ourselves.  

Apart from all this, is not the blessing of having Jesus the Lord of my life, and of having eternal life, blessing enough? If I believe He cares for my good and I truly am relying on His promises of provision, I have no need to ask for a blessing. All He gives to me is sufficient. And if He thinks I am lacking anything, He will see to it my needs are met.



Notes from a Review by Albert James Dager
Media Spotlight, Vol. 24 - No. 1
1)  Wilkinson offers what he says is a new discovery for effective prayer. By praying the prayer that Jabez prayed, Wilkinson claims, we can receive abundant blessings God longs to give us. 

2)  The man Jabez is found in two short verses of 1 Chronicles 4:9-10, midst the genealogy of King David. Between Coz who begat Anub and Zobebah, and Chelub who begat Mehir, we find Jabez. He just appears out of nowhere; there is no mention of who begat him, or whom he begat. He's just there.  No praise is given to anyone else in the genealogy; only Jabez is so honored by God. This has prompted Wilkinson to assume there must have been something extraordinary in Jabez's prayer for God to include it in what Wilkinson calls the "boring" history of Israel's family tree. 

3)  Wilkinson asks, "How do I know that praying Jabez's prayer will significantly impact you?"  His answer: "Because of my experience and the testimony of hundreds of others around the world with whom I’ve shared these principles. Because, more importantly, the Jabez prayer distills God's powerful will for your future. Finally, because it reveals that your Father longs to give you so much more than you may have ever thought to ask for." 

4)  Wilkinson looks for God to "release something miraculous" in his life. However, chastisement may be miraculous, too, even if it isn't the pleasant "blessing" for which Wilkinson looks.  Such thinking assumes that when something miraculous is not being released in one's life, one is not being blessed. 

5)  Wilkinson draws some erroneous conclusions about ministry:  "When you start asking in earnest—begging—for more influence and responsibility with which to honor Him, God will bring opportunities and people into your path. You can trust Him that He will never send someone to you whom you cannot help by His leading strength." Not true. God sends detractors to try us by fire and to refine our faith. Some may be sent by God so that His Word through us might condemn them for their hard hearts. Wilkinson's careless approach implies that nothing but overtly "good" things will come our way. Tell that to Paul, Peter, and all the saints who have suffered for their faith. 

6)  Wilkinson applies to Jabez's prayer something that is contrary to the teachings of Jesus:  "Think of it this way: Instead of standing near the river's edge, asking for a cup of water to get you through each day, you'll do something unthinkable—you will take the little prayer with the giant prize and jump into the river!" (Emphasis Wilkinson’s.)  But read for yourself what Jesus said (Matthew 6:25-34). When our prayers focus so much on what we can get from God, we must question whether we are praying properly. 

7)  The Jabez prayer asks that God's hand might be upon him. Wilkinson states that this insures God's intervention in difficult situations which we initiate: " As God’s chosen, blessed sons and daughters, we are expected to attempt something large enough that failure is guaranteed … unless God steps in …  With that, we release God's power to accomplish His will and bring Him glory through all those seeming impossibilities." In truth, anyone who jumps out to do something at which he knows he will fail unless God intervenes is tempting God. This is one of the worst pieces of advice one can give. It is one thing to be led by the Spirit of God into areas over which it is impossible to gain the victory without Him. To "jump into the river" expecting God to rescue us in utter foolishness. 

8)  Wilkinson states that our "surrendered need turns into [God's] unlimited opportunity. And He becomes great through you."  Just who is in charge here? God isn't looking for "unlimited opportunity" that we may grant Him though our "surrendered need." The true servant of God is directed by the Holy Spirit, not by his own designs for greatness in serving God.  Nor does God "become great" through us. God is as great as He's going to get. We can do nothing to make Him greater. Such lack of understanding calls into question Wilkinson's qualification to teach anyone anything, let alone how to pray. 

9)  Wilkinson's lack of understanding is further evidenced when he says, "When we ask for God's mighty presence like Jabez and the early church did, we will also see tremendous results that can be explained only as from the hand of God … They were known as a community who spent hours and even days in prayer together, waiting upon God and asking for His power (see Acts 2:42-47)."  Take a look at Acts 2:42-47. Where in those verses were they asking for God's power? God's power came at the right time in accordance with the prophecy of Joel 2:28-32. We don't know exactly for what they were praying. So we cannot know that they were asking for "God’s mighty presence." Such conjecture is typical of those who approach the Scriptures with their theological presuppositions. 

10) Jabez prayed for God to keep him from evil in order that it not grieve Him. Here Wilkinson warns the reader not to be complacent, in that the more you do for God, the more Satan will attack you.  Maybe yes; maybe no. This is not an iron-clad given. What Satan does is up to God more than it is up to Satan. No evil can touch us unless God allows it. Some people give Satan credit for more power than he possesses.

11) Wilkinson contends that God will keep us from evil and will protect our "spiritual investment." Yet in spite of his praying the Jabez prayer for thirty years, he has been involved with Promise Keepers from the start. What does that tell us about keeping from evil? 

12) We cannot build a theology of prayer upon one verse of Scripture that merely tells us what someone prayed.  It never ceases to amaze me how men try to tell us how to pray, meditate, and approach God by different means than that offered by the Lord.  Jesus didn't mean we are to pray by rote the prayer He offered as an example. It is a model for prayer. Except for the plea to keep us from evil, it does not model Jabez's prayer.  If Jabez's prayer is meant for all believers, why didn't Jesus just refer His disciples to that Old Testament verse? 

13) Now, not everything Wilkinson has to say is in error. But his little book is little more than spiritual fluff.  It is more anecdotal than Scriptural, supposing that a man's "experience" is to be desired above God's Word. For that matter, if thousands of people follow any rote practice, you can be sure a number of them will come back with good reports. They assume that anything "good" that happens to them after they begin their ritual must be because of the ritual.

Problems with The Prayer of Jabez

http://www.crossroad.to/articles2/Jabez.htm
By Berit Kjos [For additional insights, see The Dream Giver] All emphases theirs
"Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, 'Oh that Thou would bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast [territory], and that Thine hand might be with me, and that Thou would keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!' And God granted him that which he requested." 1 Chronicles 4:10
 

"...make the Jabez prayer for blessing part of the daily fabric of your life. To do that, I encourage you to follow unwaveringly the plan outlined here for the next thirty days. By the end of that time, you'll be noticing significant changes in your life.... Read the Jabez prayer every morning.... Reread this little book once each week during the next month...." The Prayer of Jabez, page 86.
 

"I have an uncomfortable feeling about The Prayer of Jabez.... The Lord commented unfavorably on repetitious prayer.  Please help me sort out my uncomfortable feeling about this 'movement'. Reading Dr. Dobson's 'most important letter he ever wrote' about Bruce Wilkinson's book and the effect it has had on future plans of FOTF is disconcerting. Is my concern misapplied?" Ramsay Devereux


During an uneventful time in Israel's history, a faithful man named Jabez prayed a simple, straightforward prayer and gained the favor and blessings of God.  Now, a small book has prompted millions of saints and seekers to memorize and repeat the same prayer daily. After three thousand years of obscurity, Jabez has found surprising favor with the world. 

So, what's the problem with promoting a Biblical prayer that God honored in His Word? After all, our Lord delights in the prayers of His saints -- all the daily thanks, praises and petitions that turn our hearts to Him in faith, worship and surrender. Using Bible verses as a basis for prayer and worship is a wonderful habit. Why be concerned?

Because this book -- not Jabez' prayer -- promises rewards from God that God doesn't promise in the Bible. While author Bruce Wilkinson enriches the meaning of Jabez' prayer in the rest of his book, the first part (many readers go no further) seems to put the book into the unbiblical realm of the "name it claim it" movement. Consider the opening words:

"Dear Reader, I want to teach you how to pray a daring prayer that God always answers. It is brief--only one sentence with four parts--and tucked away in the Bible, but I believe it contains the key to a life of extraordinary favor with God.... 
Thousands of believers who are applying its truths are seeing miracles happen on a regular basis. Will you join me for a personal exploration of Jabez? I hope you will!" Emphasis added
Millions have joined his quest. Many have testified to miraculous answers which demonstrate God's love, mercy and intervention on behalf of those who seek Him. But these amazing interventions and anecdotal stories don't prove that God "always answers" this specific prayer. Nor do they verify that this Old Testament prayer by itself "contains the key" to extraordinary favor with God. 

Nor does the Bible suggest that we -- God's people -- have the authority or power to "put Jabez' [or any other] prayer to work," as Christianbook.com suggests in its publicity statement below. Ponder its invitation to potential buyers:

"Discover how to release the miraculous power of God in your life! ...See what God will do for you when you put Jabez' prayer to work!" 
It is hard to see how anyone could conclude that Jabez' prayer "works" better than the prayers of Moses, David, Elijah and Paul -- men used by God to liberate His people, slay giants, restore life to a dead boy and bring sight to the blind. The "miraculous power of God" demonstrated through their lives came, not because of the words they uttered, but because they had consecrated their lives to God, humbled themselves before Him, trusted in His provision for sin, and chose to seek and do His will with all their heart and without compromise. 

Therefore God forgave their sins, offered His strength in their weaknesses and -- through the Holy Spirit in them -- put prayers in their hearts that expressed His will. Because these men took time to know His Word and will, God "spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend." (Exodus 33:11) No less amazing, He called David "a man after My own heart, who will do all My will." (Acts 13:22)

Unlike these friends of God who loved His Word and walked with Him, the church at the dawn of the new millennium tends to be Biblically illiterate. [Chart] Many are too distracted by work, life's pressures and "the pleasures of the world" to open the Bible. But we all want His help, peace and blessings. In this cultural context, the "positive assurances" and marketing tactics behind Wilkinson's little book raise some searching questions:
1. Does the Bible justify using "the prayer of Jabez" as a formula for success? If so, why would Jesus give us the model prayer in Matthew 6:9-13 ("Our Father, who art in heaven....") rather than the prayer of Jabez? 

In the days of Jesus, rabbis would often use prayer outlines. Today, many faithful students of Biblical history believe that "the Lord's prayer" was such a prayer -- one that provided a pattern or outline for longer prayers. Then as now, its short parts were reminders that God would be pleased if we would include certain points in our quiet times with Him: 

(Praise to our heavenly Father who hears and provides.
(Confession and cleansing as we bow before a holy God.

(Thanks for the goodness and glory of His Kingdom.

(Confidence in His perfect plan and readiness to yield to His will. 

(Trust that our Provider will meet our needs each day.

Faith that through the cross, we have forgiveness for every sin.

(Prayer for grace to forgive others and be filled with His love.

(Prayer for wisdom to recognize and resist any temptation or evil.

(Praise for His sovereignty, love and faithfulness to those who follow Him. See the last part of Heaven is Forever 

Though both prayers were pleasing to our Father, their differences are important. Jabez focused on God’s gifts. Jesus emphasized the Giver.  Jabez’ prayer reflects the Old Testament context where God demonstrated His love by prospering His people. The Lord’s Prayer reflects the New Testament understanding that -- because of the cross -- we share in the life, suffering, ministry and triumphs of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Since the prayer of Jabez precedes the New Testament call to absolute commitment, it is acceptable to the world. It sounds good whether people serve God or self. Since it doesn't point to Christ or the cross, it carries no offense. It offers the same blessings to those who pursue a self-made image of God as to those who walk with Jesus. 

In a recent interview, George Barna, founder and president of the Barna Research Group, shared his concern:

"One of the frightening things that we find in our research all the time is that even among the tens of millions of born again Christians, about half of them would say that when it comes to Christianity they are not absolutely committed to the faith. ...we’ve made it too easy to be part of the Christian church. I think that there is very little sense of privilege and awe and responsibility that comes along in our culture with the notion of being considered a disciple of Christ. It is like, ‘Hey, I got my salvation taken care of, I’ve got my membership card at my church. Now let me go to the country club and do my thing.’ The problem is that Christianity is not just about being a church member. It is about consistently trying to become more like Christ. It is about life transformation. 

"... small groups may be doing more to inhibit peoples’ spiritual growth than to facilitate that growth. Part of the reason is that, first of all, in most groups, you have an individual who’s in charge of the group or leading the group who really doesn’t know Scripture very well. So if they’re leading a discussion or trying to teach on things, more often than not, what you wind up with is heresy rather than Christian orthodoxy." Interview with George Barna, Part I
It’s easy to distort our understanding of God in a culture that prompts people to interpret His Word according to a politically correct consensus rather than by the Bible itself. It’s tempting to seek a feel-good god whose will and ways match human wants and illusions. But to assume that an imagined God will bless our lives and extend our sphere of influence, is presumptuous at best. 

"You thought that I was altogether like you," warned God. "But I will rebuke you...." [Psalm 50:21]

2. How can Mr. Wilkinson assure anonymous readers that God "always answers" this particular prayer in contrast to other prayers?  The preface of the book implies that God not only answer this prayer, His answer is always "yes."  That's a denial of some of the Bible's guidelines for answered prayer. 

For example, Psalm 66:18 tells us that "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear." And Proverbs 21:13 warns, "Whoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be heard."
James 4:3-4 explains another reason for unanswered prayer: "You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?"

God's will and guidelines overrule the desires and requests of those who don't know Him. Perhaps some people need to learn humility, surrender, obedience and faith based on Scriptures before they excel in "daring" prayers? For, throughout the Bible, God shows us that the state of a believer's heart is as -- if not more -- important than the particular words used. 

"The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much." James 5:16
3. Could a formula prayer raise false expectations of what God might do and therefore bring disappointment, doubt and disillusionment rather than faith and thankfulness? 

Bruce Wilkinson makes more staggering claims. "Join me for that transformation," he writes on page 91. "You will change your legacy and bring supernatural blessings wherever you go. God will release His miraculous power in your life now. And for all eternity, He will lavish on you His honor and delight." 

He will?  In a chapter called "Welcome to God's Honor Roll," Wilkinson writes, 

"You don't reach the next level of blessing and stay there. You begin again -- Lord, bless me indeed! Lord, please enlarge...! And so on. As the cycle repeats itself, you'll find that you are steadily moving into wider spheres of blessing and influence, spiraling ever outward and upward into a larger life for God.... You will know beyond doubt that God has opened heaven's storehouses because you prayed." 
Wilkinson mentions the "mostly ordinary, easy-to-overlook people" listed in Hebrews 11 who won honor from God. But Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah and Moses hardly fit that description. Then he fails to mention the faithful men and women who received the opposite of honor and blessing in this world:

"...others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented— of whom the world was not worthy." Hebrews 11:35-38
God shows us that suffering -- not prosperity, power or influence -- is an essential part of our life in Christ. We cannot be one with Jesus without sharing His battles as well as triumphs. "For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake," wrote Paul to the Philippians (1:29) 

Jesus told us to "count the cost" of discipleship -- not the blessings of the world: 
"If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you.... for they do not know the one who sent me." (John 15:20-21)
4. Could a habitual prayer such as the prayer of Jabez, distract from hearing and praying according to God's will for the day? The Bible tells us that "we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us.... according to the will of God." (Romans 8:26-27) Remember, Jesus always prayed and served according to His Father's will and purpose on each occasion. If we give ourselves unreservedly to do the same, He will answer our prayer: 

"Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him." 1 John 5:14-15 
5. Might some readers be seeking the power of prayer rather than the power of God? There's a significant difference between the two, and the former has always been far more alluring to human nature than the surrender and obedience involved in ongoing Biblical prayer. Most people would rather memorize and repeat a formula prayer that "works" than take time to seek to know the heart of God. It's easier to imagine "what Jesus would do" than actually study His Word and know His will -- then to submit will to His. 

Formula prayers dominate in pagan religions. Compare Mr. Wilkinson's preface and the Christianbook's publicity statement with the following quote from Medicine Buddha Sadhana, a small book given to thousands of people who attended a May 2001 a "Medicine Buddha Empowerment" workshop led by The Dalai Lama:

"To recite the Medicine Buddha Mantra brings inconceivable merit. ... If you recite the mantra every day, the buddhas and bodhisattvas will always pay attention to you, and they will guide you. All your negative karmas will be pacified and you will never be born in the three lower realms.... and all your wishes are fulfilled." 
Sounds tempting, doesn't it? It appeals to human nature and its "felt needs." Who wouldn't want to recite a prayer or mantra that promises easy access to higher powers that will fulfill your dreams and satisfy your wants? 

But God knows that our finite dreams and human wishes fall far short of His wonderful plan for us. His rocky road to victory includes hardships and humiliations that rarely find a place in our hopes and prayers. Therefore, knowing the inclinations of our human nature, He shows us the way:

"And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done...." Matthew 6:7-9
The issue here is your motive -- your reason for repeating certain words. Do you believe that repetitions will add strength to a prayer? Then you may be trusting mere words more than your all-powerful, sovereign God. 

For instance, the customary words used to "put on the armor of God" could be little more than a "vain repetition" if you merely and mindlessly recite the familiar steps: "Now I gird my loins with truth... I put on the breastplate of righteousness... the sandals of peace..."  There's no magic in those words alone. Instead they remind us to actively -- by faith -- "put on" Christ's truth (His Word), righteousness (includes confessing sins), peace, etc. 

But it's no "vain repetition" to pray through the steps listed in Ephesians 6:12-17 (see The Armor of God), giving Him thanks for each vital part and praising Him for the protection He offers you in Himself. For when you turn to Him in love, faith, humility and surrender -- "pouring out your heart" to your Father and King -- then He will surely hear and answer according to His perfect plan for your life.

6. Can we assume that a step toward victory in one battle will work the same way in another battle? For example, God told Joshua to march around Jericho 7 times. Victory involved obedience to those specific guidelines. They don't apply to other battles. 

A generation earlier, God had told his faithless people to enter the promised land. Fearing the giants in the land, they refused. God didn't give them another opportunity. But when they faced the consequences of their disobedience, they made a belated decision to do what he said. But it was too late. The grace that came with God's command, couldn't be applied at will. So they lost both the battle and their lives. (Numbers 13-14)  

7. Is it Biblically accurate to expect that the evils that surround us not touch and "grieve" us?  In Christ, we are "more than conquerors." But that doesn't mean escape from the wounds and griefs that are part of life in this fallen world. Its various evils will touch us, even as we walk by faith. We are no more immune to persecution and cruelty than the faithful martyrs who, through the ages, have faced all kinds of deadly onslaughts. But they didn't bear the assaults alone, and neither will we. When we stand equipped with His truths and promises, He will lead us in His triumph -- a triumph that would look anything but triumphant to those who expect the world's peace and prosperity. See The Armor of God and prayerfully consider 2 Corinthians 4:7-10,

"...we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are 
(hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; 
(we are perplexed, but not in despair;
(persecuted, but not forsaken; 
(struck down, but not destroyed
(always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body."
In Christ, we are "more than conquerors." But that doesn't mean escape from the wounds and griefs that today's warfare inflicts on God's soldiers. As long as we live in a fallen world and walk with Him, evil will touch us. But we won't bear its assaults alone. When we stand equipped with His truths and promises, He will lead us in His triumph -- a triumph that would look anything but triumphant to those who expect the world's peace and prosperity. See The Armor of God and prayerfully consider 2 Corinthians 4:7-10,

"...we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are 
(hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; 
(we are perplexed, but not in despair;
(persecuted, but not forsaken; 
(struck down, but not destroyed
(always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body."
If we are one with Jesus, we must set our hearts -- not on blessings in the world but on fellowship with our King -- as did Peter, James, Paul and countless other saints and martyrs who, through the ages, have relinquished earthly comforts and popularity for a far greater eternal treasure. Paul said it well,

"But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings....
"Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.... One thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus...."  Philippians 3:7-14
Review of the book The Prayer of Jabez by Dr. Bruce H. Wilkinson

http://www.behindthebadge.net/articles/a69.html All emphases theirs
By Ralph Dettwiler. E-Mail Ralph
All quotes in black are from The Prayer of Jabez by Bruce H. Wilkinson copyright Multnomah Publishers, Inc. Referred to hereafter as PoJ.
This book seems to be spreading like wild fire in the Christian community, which is why I decided to do a review of it. I have some real problems with this book and what it teaches, however, I wanted to state up front that there are some good ideas in it. In fact that is one problem with a book like this. If it were all off base it would be easy for people to discern and reject, but if it contains some good material then it is easy for people to either overlook the unbiblical parts or to think that they are unimportant.
I would like to give you my view of a book like this. To me it is a steak dinner with all the trimmings; steak, baked potato, corn and bread. All good nutritional food, the problem is that as a final touch the chef sprinkled just a little rat poison over the plate. Would you still eat it? It is 99% wholesome! If you answer no, then why would you feed your spirit something that was only 99% wholesome or even less than that?
This is probably a good place to quote the Bible text which the entire book is based on. It is short. (1 Chronicles 4:9-10 NIV) Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, saying, "I gave birth to him in pain." {10} Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request. That is it. That is all the Bible says about Jabez. Anything else that anyone tells you has to be conjecture, since that is the last time Jabez is mentioned.
Let me start with the Preface page of the book. I want to teach you to pray a daring prayer that God always answers. (PoJ Preface page) This one sentence could just about sum up my concerns about this entire book. The author appears to be saying that he has found the magic words which will get you what you want from God. Now on the one hand I believe that God always answers any prayer made by His children, although not always the way we want or in the time period we want. I don't believe that is what the author it trying to convince people of, it seems pretty straight forward that he is trying to say that he has found the prayer that God always answers and he wants to teach us to pray it. But let’s look a little further before we pass judgment.
I picked up my Bible and read verse ten--the prayer of Jabez. Something in his prayer would explain the mystery. It had to. Pulling a chair up to the yellow counter, I bent over my Bible, and reading the prayer over and over, I searched with all my heart for the future God had for someone as ordinary as I.

The next morning, I prayed Jabez's prayer word for word.

And the next.

And the next.

Thirty years later, I haven't stopped.
If you were to ask me what sentence--other than my prayer for salvation--has revolutionized my life and ministry the most, I would tell you that it was the cry of a gimper named Jabez, who is still remembered not for what he did, but for what he prayed--and for what happened next. (PoJ page 11) Notice he claims to have prayed the prayer word for word for thirty years now. Here too it would appear he is saying that he has found the prayer.
Now let’s jump to the very end of the book. In the last chapter of the book titled Making Jabez Mine the author challenges the reader to make the Jabez prayer for blessing a part of the daily fabric of their life. He gives several steps that he feels the person should follow for the next 30 days. I will only quote 3 of the 6 here:
1. Pray the Jabez prayer every morning, and keep a record of your daily prayer by marking off a calendar or a chart you make especially for the purpose.

2. Write out the prayer and tape it in your Bible, in your day-timer, on your bathroom mirror, or some other place where you'll be reminded of your new vision.

3. Reread this little book once each week during the next month, asking God to show you important insights you may have missed. (PoJ pages 86-87) Notice that he is still speaking about this prayer, word for word. Also notice he does not encourage the reader to read their Bible just his book.
Just by looking at what is happening, I can assure you that God still answers those who have a loyal heart and pray the Jabez prayer. (PoJ page 90) Again he stresses that it is this particular prayer that God answers. So you see this in the first chapter and in the last chapter of the book.
You may wonder why I went from the front of the book to the back right at the start of this review. The reason is simple everything in between the front and the back must be viewed through the lenses of these two statements. The author opens with this idea and he closes with this idea, so everything in between should be consistent with those thoughts. The steak in the middle of the book has been sprinkled with this rat poison.
Let me make my last statement clear before I continue. I consider the idea that the author has found the prayer that God answers rat poison because it is no different than claiming you have found the magic words to get what you want from God. When Jesus taught the disciples how to pray, one of the things He told them was: (Matthew 6:7 NRSV) "When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because of their many words. The NIV says not to keep on babbling instead of heap up empty phrases. So what did Jesus mean by that? I think He meant don't pray like the pagans who just say the words, don't just repeat empty prayers. Isn't that what happens if a person picks a prayer out of the Bible and says it word for word, day after day? We are to have a relationship with our Heavenly Father. What kind of a relationship would you have with your spouse if you repeated the same phrase word for word, day after day with no thought or feels from the heart?
We Protestants are quick to accuse the Catholic church of violating this very command of the Lord by saying their canned prayers day after day, yet I watch in amazement as church after church embraces this book and this prayer in the same way the Catholic church embraces the rosary.
Speaking of the prayer Jabez prayed, the author goes on to state: How do I know that it will significantly impact you? Because of my experience and the testimony of hundreds of others around the world with whom I've shared these principles. Because, even more importantly, the Jabez prayer distills God's powerful will for your future. (PoJ pages 11-12) See how he treats the prayer as something special? It distills God's powerful will... And on what basis does he makes these claims? On the basis of subjective experiences.
I want to quote a couple short testimonials I have taken from the official Prayer of Jabez website at http://www.prayerofjabez.com/. On the website they have a forum for readers to post their personal experiences. Here are two:
I've watched as some friends who have being praying the Prayer of Jabez have, unfortunately, inflicted much pain on others as they've enlarged their border and increased their blessings at the expense of the feelings and concerns of those around them.
I am hoping that these ladies will pray ALL the prayer -- the part about not inflicting pain on others.
I am also reading the book myself and asking that if God chooses to increase my border and bless my life, I will never, ever, step on others in the process. Perhaps my blessing will be to bring healing to those hurt by people who are driven, rather than called, but think they are claiming God's blessing.
One who's been hurt
I don't want to link the author with this person's testimony too closely, however, in the book he himself states that this is the way he knows the prayer will make a significant impact on you. Since when will God answer one Christian's pray by hurting another Christian in the process?
God is good...all the time! I was given this book Friday afternoon from a friend and business associate. I mentioned it to my husband when he came home from work and told him that I would love to have him read it sometime, but with his head in the paper, I only received a small grunt of communication.
After dinner, I was anxious to read it, so I curled up on the sofa and started in. My husband sat nearby reading papers and magazines that he is interested in. Since it was getting late, I may have dozed a minute, but when I woke, he had gone to bed, so I stayed up and read the rest of the book and half again. Before going to bed, I prayed the prayer of Jabez, with my thoughts turning toward my husband. My heart yearned for him to read this book and to begin receiving God's blessings for his life.
As I slowly woke up Saturday morning, I sensed that my husband was not in bed. I didn't hear any clanging of dishes or any shower running...it was silent. My heart began to pound so that I could hardly stay in bed. Could he be reading? 
Whenever sitting still, he has some business journal or magazine in hand...but could I dare think that God would have answered my prayer already?
As I rounded the top of our stairs and saw a light on in the living room, my heart began to swell with joy. I couldn't contain the smile that was on my face as I came down the stairs and saw my husband stretched out on the sofa reading The Prayer of Jabez! I praise our God right now for the blessings He has already bestowed and for those I know will come! Amen!
Notice how this testimonial is all about the book. The blessing she received was that her husband was reading this book. Therein is my problem. The focus is on the book and this prayer, not on reading the Bible nor in praying more and getting a more intimate relationship with God. It goes back to these people thinking they have found the magic words which will bring blessings into their lives. Again I am not trying to link the author too closely with the testimonies, however, this is what the book promotes.
Am I wrong about the intent of this book? Well let’s go back to the pages of the book and check. In the pages to come, I want to show you just how dramatically each of Jabez's requests can release something miraculous in your life. (PoJ page 15) How dramatically each of Jabez's requests... Not your own requests but Jabez's requests. This is not about learning to talk to your Father it is about saying the right words. I don't claim to know the author's heart, but plain reading of the text shows that this is the intent of the book or at least it is what would be thought to be the intent by anyone who reads it at face value.
One of the premises that the author expresses is that God has untold blessings waiting for us but we never get them because we never ask for them. The author goes out of his way to say that what he is preaching is not the same as the name it and claim it word of faith crowd, but it sure smells the same to me. God really does have unclaimed blessings waiting for you, my friend. (PoJ page 17) The word of faith movement goes further than that and claims that God has storehouses with unclaimed riches for His children because they don't ask, but the two seem pretty close to me.
The author asks this question: Is it possible that God wants you to be more "selfish" in your prayers? (PoJ page 19) He then goes on to explain how this prayer is not really selfish it is very spiritual. In doing this he does something interesting, he tells us about Jabez. Now remember I quoted the entire references to Jabez from the Bible above, or you can check it out yourself in 1 Chronicles 4:9-10. The author talks about how maybe Jabez was born breech and that was the pain his mother felt, or maybe his father died or abandoned the family, or maybe the family had fallen into financial straits, etc.. All of this is just conjecture and for the most part is harmless, however, the author does not stop there. By the time he was an adult, Jabez believed and fervently hoped in the God of miracles and new beginnings. (PoJ page 22) 

Now I ask you where did the author get this insight? It is not recorded in scripture. It does say that Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, but it does not say that he had put his faith in God. My point is this; what if his brothers and his community were full blown baal worshipers and Jabez was not as bad as them and decided to call upon the God of his forefathers? Not because he had great faith in Him, but because he wanted to see what would happen? Couldn't God bless him just to show the community who He is, not because Jabez was such a hero of faith? I have no idea and that is the point, neither does the author. We know Jabez was more honorable than his brothers and that is all we know about his faith. To go further then that is to go outside of scripture for your own purposes.
When we seek God's blessing as the ultimate value in life, we are throwing ourselves entirely into the river of His will and power and purposes for us. (PoJ page 24) Do you see what the author is doing here? He is making a selfish prayer for our own blessings into an unselfish placing of ourselves in God's will. Notice too that he says when we make this our ultimate value in life! I thought pleasing God and bringing glory to Christ should be our ultimate goal in life. By the way, where is Christ in all of this? I praise God that when Jesus was in the garden of Gethsemane He did not pray like this but instead like this: (Matthew 26:39 NIV) Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." His Father's will was utmost in His mind and I believe should be in ours also.
Let me tell you a guaranteed by-product of sincerely seeking His blessing: Your life will become marked by miracles. (PoJ page 24) Again sounds a lot like the word of faith movements claims.
Through a simple, believing prayer, you can change your future. You can change what happens one minute from now. (PoJ page 29) I would agree with him if he had said through simple prayer you can... but notice again that is not what he is talking about, he is taking about a certain prayer.
From both the context and the results of Jabez's prayer, we can see that there was more to his request than a simple desire for more real estate. He wanted more influence, more responsibility, and more opportunity to make a mark for the God of Israel. (PoJ page 30 Italics in original) Where does the author get this information? How does he know that Jabez did not just want more real estate? He says from the context and the results. So what is the context? There are only two verses and it gives you very little context to go on. He was more honorable than his brothers and his mother gave birth to him in pain. How does that show what his intent was for praying what he prayed? The fact that God granted his requests speaks volumes about God but not much about Jabez. The author could be right, my problem is that he can't be sure. Why does God answer some prayers in the affirmative and others in the negative? Because He is sovereign and He decides how He will answer prayers, even prayers of non-believers on occasion, so we should not judge a person's spiritual life by whether God answers their prayer.
There are many more examples of this throughout the book, but I don't want to make this any longer then it has to be to get the point across. There is however, one more unbiblical statement in the book that I want to address. 
The author talks about asking God to keep us from evil and temptation. There is nothing wrong with that, in the prayer Jesus taught the disciples He also asked God to keep us from temptation, but while talking about this the author states: Without a temptation, we would not sin (PoJ page 67) That statement is totally unbiblical. It gives the impression that we only sin because of outside influences.
Maybe you think I am wrong, so let’s look at what God says, since what I say and what the author says neither really matter. (Genesis 8:21 NIV) The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: "Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. Every inclination of the un-regenerated heart is evil. (James 1:13-15 NIV) When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; {14} but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. {15} Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. Our own evil desires are what tempt us. So to say that without temptation we would not sin is unbiblical.
Our Father is a loving God, who does want to bless us, but it is not our lack of asking that is the problem, it is the condition of our heart and our will that most often stands in the way of our blessings. If we will align our will with that of the Father's, we will allow Him to bless us.
So what about all the testimonials of people who have repeated these words over and over again and have received blessings? Well for one that is very subjective in nature. Second not all things that we consider blessings come from God. We are told that all good gifts come from God, but we don't always know what is a good gift and what is not.
Here is my point. Let’s say that this entire Jabez prayer fad leads people away from a true relationship with God and aligning of their wills with His will. Now let’s say that the devil sees this as a way to weaken Christians. Could it not stand to reason under those circumstances that the devil might give these people things they want to further pull them away from a true prayer relationship with God? I think it could. I am not saying that is what is going on, but I am saying that subjective testimonies about things like this should not be used as support for the spiritual accuracy of some teaching. The word of faith (name it and claim it) crowd can also list hundreds of testimonials, but it does not make their teaching biblical either.
Be a Berean, test everything you hear and read against God's word. Just because you hear something from the pulpit does not make it biblical. We should not be surprised God warned us about this in advance: (2 Timothy 4:3-4 NIV) For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. {4} They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
These devotionals are written by Ralph Dettwiler, and reflect his views.

View responses to this review.
Responses to my review of the book Prayer of Jabez

http://www.behindthebadge.net/articles/poj1.html, http://www.behindthebadge.net/articles/poj2.html  
By Ralph Dettwiler
Below are messages I received about my review of the book Prayer of Jabez. The messages I received are in blue and my responses are in green.

Hello dear brother, I have just about 100% agree with you in the past until now that is. I am sorry that you feel this way but I disagree with you about this book, as a matter of fact this past weekend in Houston, Texas at Lakewood Church by the Pastor of Joel Osteen had as his guest speaker was Bruce Wilkinson the whole weekend was the Prayer of Jabez Conference also my pastor here in San Antonio (Pastor John Hagee) stands by this book as well and we as a church say this prayer on a daily basis and as a Cell Leader @ Cornerstone Church we teach this prayer, so my brother I will pray that God will touch your heart and re-think your heart.

I am sorry that you see it this way and I am sorry to hear that so many other people do too. Let me just ask you a question. Do you agree or disagree with the Catholic practice of saying the Hail Mary over and over again? If so then why do you feel that the prayer of Jabez is any different? How does repeating a prayer over and over again bring you closer to God? The book says it is the prayer that God always answers, but why? Why this prayer? Why won't God answer any prayer His children pray to Him? Why not pray a prayer that comes from your heart instead of one that you just repeat over and over again?

I think this book is very dangerous for Christians, it leads them away from God not towards Him. How do you strengthen a personal relationship with God when you are just repeating words?

God bless you too, and I pray that God will open your eyes. Ralph

Dear Friend, I am a pastor in the Atlanta area. I am probably the last to jump on the bandwagon where anything is concerned. That is probably explains why I just read the book. I initially saw it as faddish and something of a style that would soon end. I received the book for Father's Day. I read it and decided I would use it as a tool for Bible Study. So, I read it again and with the aid of some extra-biblical sources undertook to a word study. I discovered more was in the prayer than what the author wrote.

I believe your comments about the book are unwarranted. I also believe you missed the point of the book. The book in my estimation helps people seek God for more, whatever more may be to them. The book also reminds us that in our seeking there is a level of responsibility that accompanies our attaining more. That seems to be consistent with scripture. It also comes through in the prayer.
Maybe you might want to engage in a word study yourself and discover the truth of the passage as well.

Finally, outside of the fact that most people don't know how to pronounce the word "Jabez", I loved the book. Jabez is spelled "ya'bets" and is pronounced "yah-bates", not Jah- bez.

You are arguing the wrong point. You are saying that I need to do a word study to see what Jabez's prayer was about. Fine maybe you are right, but how does that change the fact that the author clearly (no word study needed) stresses to pray these words, word for word, day in and day out so that God will bless you?

Do you agree that a person should find a prayer in the Bible and pray it word for word every morning for at least two weeks and that if they do miraculous things will happen in their life? That is what the author says about this prayer. I still say that you can't find out much, even with a word study, about Jabez from the two short verses in scripture, but again that is not my point. I would disagree with the author even if it was the Lord's Prayer that he was promoting in this manner.

One other question, what about the author's statement that we will not sin unless we are tempted? Do you believe that is biblical? I don't. The Bible clearly states that it is our hearts and our flesh which is evil. I said in my review that there were good concepts in the book, but the bad parts make it poison. I continue to believe that.

Have you been to the official website and read the testimonials? I ask that because you may think I am the one who took the book the wrong way, but if you read the testimonials from people who read it just like I did you will see that they took the book in the same manner as I did. The difference is that they believed this is the magic prayer, while I don't.

You did not use one of my quotes from the book and defend it, so I am not sure where you think I went wrong. I find this to be the case with everyone so far who has disagreed with my review. Was I wrong to suggest that the author is telling people to pray these certain words over and over again? Am I mistaken that the author states that if you do pray these words over and over again that God will do miraculous things in your life? Am I wrong in saying that nowhere in the book does it encourage people to read or study their Bibles? Am I wrong to say that it does not promote a close relationship with God the Father (I say that because the person is not taught "how" to talk to Him, only "what" to say.)?

Again I am not saying that Jabez's prayer was wrong for him, but to tell people that they should pray the same prayer because it is the prayer that God always answers is poison to a believer's spiritual life. No word study of the original language will get me to change my mind about Wilkinson's book.

I thank you for your thoughts, but I will have to continue to disagree with you. Ralph
Sir, I think you need to read the book again. You have misconceived ideas that are not written in the book. You say that you wouldn't read anything that is not 100% pure. Then what do you read? Because there is not one Christian Book that is 100% pure. Every book in the Christian community has personal views and thoughts and ideas that were added by men. I suppose you only read a Hebrew-Greek Bible because that’s the only Bible that is 100% accurate. And there were over 216 transcripts of the New Testament. Sir if you are becoming a critic I would like to give you some advice and tell you to stay saved and watch who you attack with your critical remarks. Or you will find yourself in the place of other critics. It was the Pharisees and the Sadducees who were critical in the Bible. Jesus even told the disciples when they came to them and asked about those who were preaching in his name, to leave them alone as long as they were preaching a resurrected savior. The Body of Christ has become so divided that all we do criticize one another and the world looks at us and says why in the world would I ever want to be a part of that Church (speaking of the Church in general) they can't even get along that’s no different than the worlds system! So I challenge you to not be so critical of things that other men and women of God do! Thanks for your time! May God bless you and your ministry.

I did not say that I would not read anything that was not 100% pure unless you mean by that something that does not have poison in it. I did say that I would not feed my spirit something that was only 99% pure, that is why I read with discernment and speak out when I see something wrong. You say I need to read the book again but you did not give me one reference where I said something that was not true. I quoted and gave page numbers for my quotes so if I am wrong it should be an easy matter to show me where I am mistaken.

I don't mind you disagreeing with me, but you criticize me for being critical, yet what was your letter to me? Do you agree with praying meaningless words, word for word, day in and day out for 30 years as a way to get what you want from God? Or do you deny that is what the author said he has done? Here is the quote again from the first chapter of the book: I picked up my Bible and read verse ten--the prayer of Jabez. Something in his prayer would explain the mystery. It had to. Pulling a chair up to the yellow counter, I bent over my Bible, and reading the prayer over and over, I searched with all my heart for the future God had for someone as ordinary as I.

The next morning, I prayed Jabez's prayer word for word.

And the next.

And the next.

Thirty years later, I haven't stopped.

If you were to ask me what sentence--other than my prayer for salvation--has revolutionized my life and ministry the most, I would tell you that it was the cry of a gimper named Jabez, who is still remembered not for what he did, but for what he prayed--and for what happened next. (PoJ page 11)

Have I, as you said: "misconceived ideas that are not written in the book"? I think it is pretty hard to misunderstand what the author is saying.

Maybe that is not what you are saying, maybe I am misunderstanding your message, maybe you don't see anything wrong with repeating the same words day after day for years.
I am sorry you think I attacked anyone, I went out of my way to say that there were some good things in the book, but that I feel the author is wrong to advocate praying "this" prayer because it is special and therefore guarantees God will answer it. This is what is wrong with the Christian community today, a lack of biblical discernment.

If you can show me scripturally where I am mistaken, then please do, but to attack me without showing me where I am mistaken makes no sense. It is worse then what you claim I did, since at least (whether you think mistakenly or not) I did give my reasons and scripture to back up my views. I also used the authors exact words, not vague references to what he said, not out of context, but his words with reference page numbers so that anyone could go see if what I said was true or not. Please give me the same courtesy.

To tell people not to point out error in the Christian community may make us all seem like we agree but it will do nothing to dispel heresies which creep in. Paul thought it was important: (1 Timothy 4:16 NIV) Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.
Again Paul warns Timothy: (2 Timothy 4:2-4 NIV) Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. {3} For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. {4} They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
By the way Jesus never told the disciples not to rebuke someone who was teaching error, He only told them to leave others preach who were preaching the truth.

I agree with you about what the world thinks of us at times, but I don't think that is a reason to allow false teaching to continue. In the end which is worse? Ralph

Dear friend in Christ,
I would urge you to go to brother Wilkinson himself, which is scriptural, if you think that he is sinning or being deceptive in his teaching and ask him to explain what you perceive to be the poison in the steak dinner. Doesn't it say in scripture that God is no respecter of persons? What He did for Jabez He can do for you as well. If Bruce Wilkinson is asking us to read/pray 1 Chronicles 4: 9-10, is He not telling us to read God's word? And if we do this doesn't God reveal things to us through His word? Does He not change lives? I have read the book and our pastor preached on the prayer of Jabez. More importantly, I have tested the Spirits and have asked the Lord to reveal His will to me. I have written a song and this is what the Lord revealed to me through His word and He has blessed me abundantly since.

Thank you for writing me. I take it you are speaking about Matthew 18? That does not really cover this situation. Mr. Wilkinson has not done anything to me, nor am I trying to say that he is sinning, I just think he is mistaken and is misleading people. I am speaking out to those people, many who have already bought the book and read it.

You did not address any of my stated concerns about the book. I agree that God can bless anyone He wants to, but I still have a problem with anyone teaching "a" prayer that God always answers. I also have a problem with anyone teaching people to pray the same prayer word for word every day. We are to have a relationship with our Father. Is that how a person builds a relationship, speaking meaningless words? I would say the very same thing if Mr. Wilkinson was telling people to pray the Lord's Prayer word for word, day in and day out as a way to obtain blessings from God. I might add that at least the Lord's Prayer directs the person in the right direction: God-ward instead of self-ward, yet I don't believe Jesus was teaching us to mouth these same words over and over again.

I mentioned in my review that Wilkinson does not try to get people to read the Bible, so I guess that is what you were referencing with the comment about him encouraging people to pray 1 Chronicles 4:9-10. Two verses is not what I call encouraging people to read the Bible, and even if I did consider that, that is not what he encouraged them to do. He wrote out those verses in his book and this is what he encourages: Reread this little book once each week during the next month, asking God to show you important insights you may have missed. (PoJ pages 86-87) 

You said you have tested the Spirits and asked the Lord to reveal His will to you. That is great, but I might ask how did you test the Spirits? If you did not do so by using God's word then I encourage you to go back and give it another try. I certainly won't try to tell you what God's will is for you, but testing this book by God's word showed that it fell short of many biblical principles, which I listed in my review.

I think it is a shame that so many pastors have jumped on this band wagon, but that does not make it any more biblical. Too many times pastors will run after the 'in' thing because they feel that is what people want to hear and if it is maybe they can build their numbers, or at least stop those numbers from dwindling.

I stand by my review, which I felt led to write. If you can show me in scripture where I am wrong, I will take the review down and write a retraction, but you have to do so using God's word, it is all that counts.

Thank you again for writing. Ralph
Ralph, Are you a teacher? It sounds like you have a lot of Biblical knowledge, but I would suggest you are misusing it condemning others. To call something you don't agree with "rat poison" is very egotistic. It assumes that you are the judge of truth.

Also, are you a published writer? If you are not, you must realize that words in print are not the Bible and most authors would admit that they did the best they could at interpreting God's Word and will.

The Prayer of Jabez and Discovering God's Will are good because they summarize something that most Christians don't understand - God's Will. They both probably make some doctrinal errors, but you probably do too. You are just not recognized enough yet to come under public scrutiny.
I applaud your zeal for the truth, but encourage you to provide positive rhetoric of your own that is doctrinally sound. Don't waste your gifts picking others and their material apart. God's Spirit will help others discern. If His Spirit is not working with them, they probably won't listen to you either.

Thank you for writing me Pastor. Your comments to me would suggest to me that you don't see anything wrong with teaching people to pray the same words over and over day after day to obtain some blessing from God. You condemn my review but you did not address my points. I do feel that there is something wrong with teaching people to pray the same words over and over. If I am wrong and off base scripturally then please show me.

The reason I used the rat poison illustration was so people would see that I was not saying the whole book was bad, but that the parts that are wrong are bad enough to make it dangerous. I am not the judge of the truth; God is and He allows us to judge things by His word. So by your statement we should not speak out about anything, because it would make it appear that we are the judges of the truth?

To answer your questions, no I am not a teacher, I am a former Deputy Sheriff who felt led to post his testimony, which by the grace of God brought people to my site. Those people often attacked me personally and Christianity in general. I decided that if God wanted me to have a website then He must want me to witness, so I started answering people's questions to the best of my ability and asking God to help me. I now have over 400 pages of material on my site. I don't say that in pride, I am saying that because you told me I should use my gifts to provide positive rhetoric of my own that is doctrinally sound.

You also said that I should not use my gifts to pick other people's work apart. Which gifts do you think the Holy Spirit gave me? What if I told you my gifts are prophecy and discernment? How should I use those gifts? I am not sure how you interpret the gifts, but the gift of prophecy in my life is used to speak out, correct, rebuke and encourage. I can't tell you what I will have for supper today, much less give you a prophecy of the future. But I can speak out when the Holy Spirit reveals something to me.

You mentioned that the Prayer of Jabez is good because it summarizes something most Christians don't understand - God's will. And what is that will according to the Prayer of Jabez? Is it what Wilkinson says; that God wants us to pray selfish prayers? Or is it God's will that we pray these words to Him day after day?

I may make some doctrinal errors, but that should not stop me from using my gifts in the way God wants me to. One of my problems with the Christian community is that no one wants anyone else to expose false teachings. I often hear the statement that I should be careful because we all make mistakes. Yes we do all make mistakes, but if we never speak out and try to correct them where will we be? I will tell you: (2 Timothy 4:3-4 NIV) For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. {4} They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
Is "this" prayer the prayer that God always answers? Making it the prayer that we should all pray because it is magic? 
I want to teach you to pray a daring prayer that God always answers. (PoJ Preface page) (Matthew 6:7 NIV) And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Isn't that what the author is saying; to repeat this prayer over and over so God will answer it?
Is it God's will that we pray selfishly and not as Jesus taught us; in God's will? 
Is it possible that God wants you to be more "selfish" in your prayers? (PoJ page 19) (Matthew 6:9-10 NIV) "This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, {10} your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Emphases added)
Are God's blessings for us to be the ultimate value in our lives? I thought that God's plan and will should be our ultimate goal and value. 
When we seek God's blessing as the ultimate value in life, we are throwing ourselves entirely into the river of His will and power and purposes for us. (PoJ page 24) 
What happens when what God wants to do in our lives does not appear to be a blessing to us? There is a difference between seeking God's will for us and seeking God's blessing. One places the focus on God and the other places the focus on us. (Matthew 6:33 NIV) But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Where is that idea promoted in this book? The author claims that Jabez was doing just that, but he buttresses that idea by saying we can know it because God answered Jabez's prayer. That is a pretty weak argument, since God can answer anyone's prayer whether they are a believer or not.

Are miracles a "guaranteed" by-product of seeking God's blessing in our lives? 
In the pages to come, I want to show you just how dramatically each of Jabez's requests can release something miraculous in your life. (PoJ page 15) 
Let me tell you a guaranteed by-product of sincerely seeking His blessing: Your life will become marked by miracles. (PoJ page 24) (Matthew 16:4 NIV) A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah." Jesus then left them and went away. I will grant you that seeking God's blessing was not what the people Jesus was talking to were doing, however, we can fall into the same problems when we demand or expect miracles to accompany anything as a "guaranteed by-product."

I am not a Theologian like you and Mr. Wilkinson, but God can still use a poor simple person like me to speak out. I have no problem with men being men and making mistakes and especially misstating something. I have done it in my writings and have been called on it and have corrected my misstatements. That is not my problem with this book, it is not misstatements that are made it is wrong ideas. A simple reading of the book will show what the author's intent was. His intent was to get people to pray these specific words day after day, word for word as a way to obtain blessing from God. I have a real problem with that kind of unbiblical teaching. Can you honestly tell me that is not what the author is teaching?

1. Pray the Jabez prayer every morning, and keep a record of your daily prayer by marking off a calendar or a chart you make especially for the purpose.

2. Write out the prayer and tape it in your Bible, in your day-timer, on your bathroom mirror, or some other place where you'll be reminded of your new vision.

3. Reread this little book once each week during the next month, asking God to show you important insights you may have missed. (PoJ pages 86-87) 

You are right that the Holy Spirit is able to help people discern, I just wished you believed that He was capable of helping me discern too. I will also agree with you that people probably won't listen to me, but then again that would not be the first time God asked someone to speak out even though He knew the people would not listen: (Ezekiel 3:5-9 NIV) You are not being sent to a people of obscure speech and difficult language, but to the house of Israel-- {6} not to many peoples of obscure speech and difficult language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely if I had sent you to them, they would have listened to you. {7} But the house of Israel is not willing to listen to you because they are not willing to listen to me, for the whole house of Israel is hardened and obstinate. {8} But I will make you as unyielding and hardened as they are. {9} I will make your forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do not be afraid of them or terrified by them, though they are a rebellious house." I am not trying to elevate myself to the level of Old Testament prophet, but my point remains that just because people won't listen does not mean that God is not asking me to speak out.

I thank you for the time you took writing me. I am sorry that we will apparently continue to disagree on this subject. Maybe we can discuss it further sometime in eternity to come. Ralph
Dear Brother in the Lord -

Thank you for your reviews. I have read your reviews of The Prayer of Jabez and Experiencing God. Unfortunately, our church has jumped on the "trendy" bandwagon with both of these books and with a frightening allegiance to the books and their authors. People are constantly encouraged to read the books while the books are quoted as though they are inspired. I have discovered that both of these books have come on the heels of change in our church leadership.

I have been exposed to both books and fully agree with your discerning review of them. I praise the Lord for the wisdom He has given you. I have passed your website on to several people - keep up the good work. We can be certain that there will be more books and authors that people will want to honor. The sheep do wander! Galatians 5:15-16 "Be very careful, then, how you live - not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil."

There is nothing more dangerous than evil that is dressed up in goodness.
I've been hearing so much about this Prayer of Jabez, that I decided last night to "surf the web" and find out what it's all about. I checked out the Prayer of Jabez Home page, and after spending and hour or two reading it, I went to bed feeling rather depressed! I'm appalled that Christians everywhere are "buying into" this stuff! It smacks of superstition and like you said, it smells a lot like the "name it and claim it" philosophy which abounds in Christian circles. I agree with everything you wrote in your review and I'm glad I had the opportunity to read it. Keep up the good work! God bless!
Thanks for bringing out the real truth about the book "The Prayer of Jabez." When I started hearing about this prayer, I wanted to know more about it. After reading an online excerpt of the book, I felt uneasy. I too, believe that there is no magical prayer to pray that will cause God to do what we want Him to do outside of His will for us. God is not Santa Claus! Some Christians are too busy trying to seek the hand of God instead of a personal relationship with God through obedience to His word -- we want blessings without the cost of being obedient! Praise God for your discernment.

I'm glad you wrote this review. I read the PoJ and began adding it to my prayers. However, never felt comfortable so never did it regularly. It felt like "glorified begging". Your review had great insights, and I'm going to abandoned the PoJ and continue building a relationship in my own words.
A question, would the world be better off if this book was not published?

Also, God says put your trust in him not man, if this is the way he wants it, is it up to you or I to set the record straight, or can he take care of it on an individual basis?

If you don't agree with what someone writes, did I miss instructions somewhere that tell or ask us to set others straight? If so how can you be sure you're right?

Wondering why I'm writing? I'm not saying you or I or the author is right or wrong, I just hate to see negative comments about something directed towards helping us.

My point is if we spent our time working for the glory of God and not trying to be a self-appointed judge could we accomplish more?
It's just that when an idea is shared with me I feel close enough to God that through study prayer and time I can decide what's right for me.

There may be a constructive reason you tear at the authors opinion but I can't figure out what it would be, would you share it with me? And from whom your appointment is?

It is not whether the world would be better off if the book had not been published, the question is would the Christian community be better off? Personally I think it would have been. Maybe, just maybe then pastors would be exhorting their flocks to read the Bible instead of this book. However, I am sad to say that they probably wouldn't, since most didn't before the book either.

I do put my trust in God and not in man, but what does that have to do with me trying to point out what I believe is error? Let me ask you a question, does God ever correct error by using people to speak out? God is capable of taking care of error Himself, but that does not mean that He does not (often) use people to speak out against something instead of taking direct action Himself.

You asked if you missed the instructions somewhere to set people straight, yes you did, it is in the Bible.

(2 Timothy 4:2-4 NIV) Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. {3} For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. {4} They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
(Titus 2:12-15 NIV) It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, {13} while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, {14} who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. {15} These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.
(1 Thessalonians 5:21 NIV) Test everything. Hold on to the good.
(Philippians 1:9-11 NIV) And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, {10} so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, {11} filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.
Paul tells us that God gave some to be teachers and some to be prophets. Both of those gifts can be used to discern error and if it is found they have the responsibility to speak out.

Your message pretty much parallels others I have received. You say you hate to see negative comments towards those who are trying to help us. Yet what have you done to me? You don't think it is useful to criticize what you think is wrong, yet what are you doing to me? I personally don't mind because I believe that is how the church is to learn and grow. I don't think we should swallow everything that comes along without checking it out ourselves.

Look at this passage: (Acts 17:11 NIV) Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 
Now my question to you is this. If the Bereans were more noble because they judged what Paul said by checking the scriptures, what should they have done if they found something that they felt did not line up with scripture? I guess you are saying they should have not said anything, just go along with it since Paul was trying to help them. If that is true then why does God say they were more noble?

I am not a self-appointed judge. I tried very hard to be fair with my review and to use the Bible to judge the book. You also asked who my appointment is from. As self-serving as this will sound I believe it is from God. I have the gift of prophecy. Now the gift I am speaking of has nothing to do with predicting the future, I can't even tell you what I will have for supper tonight. Rather the gift of prophecy is for building up the church in truth, by speaking the truth from God's word. That often means criticizing false or erroneous teaching.

So why did I write a review of this book? Because I saw how the whole Christian community was running after this magic formula the author was offering. It is wrong and I felt lead to speak out. You may disagree with my review and the way I stated my arguments and that is fine, but can you truly disagree that praying the same prayer word for word day in and day out is wrong? Jesus told us not to pray meaningless words as the pagans do, yet that is exactly what this book promotes. There is no nice way to put it. I used quotes from his book so that people could check out what I said and judge for themselves. Judge the book by the Bible and if you find it to be without error then go ahead and pray this prayer word for word every day, but at least discern it for yourself. Ralph
I think you are going a bit far in your review of PoJ. The author never claims that his book is gospel, yet in your analysis, you dissect his work as if he claimed it to be God breathed. In any book such as this, any thinking person would know to measure what they read with God's word and let the Holy Spirit guide them from there. Too often we expect authors, entertainers, politicians, etc. to think for the masses. People can think for themselves. The truth is, no one knows with absolute certainty what God has in mind for their neighbor. We have a tough enough time trying to discern His will for our own lives.

Also, in PoJ, Wilkinson does not harp on using those exact words Jabez prayed. He extrapolates them out to ideas. For example the mother's prayer on pg. 32. He plainly states that his prayer of salvation was the most important prayer he has ever prayed (PoJ 11). The ideas in his book sound to me like the Holy Spirit's revelation to him. He wanted to share that revelation with us, but being human could not possible convey to us exactly what the Holy Spirit spoke to him. Haven't you ever felt a certain spiritual understanding that you just were not able to articulate, no matter how hard you tried?
I was leery too about the name it claim it 'gospel' that has been running rampant, but as I read, the more I saw that Wilkinson was not speaking of piling up grain in our own barns, but becoming vessels to do the will of God.

I think you need to first look at how Wilkinson defines blessing, territory, and temptation. Then, you can better understand/analyze his work. That is all I'm saying. God bless you and have a good day.

Thank you for writing me. I do not try to claim that the author says his book is gospel, nor do I think it has to stand up to that standard, but I think it should be correct teaching. I won't deny that in places the author said other things like on page 32, but that does not change the fact that he did stress praying this prayer word for word over and over again. You said that any thinking person would know to measure what they read by God's word. Well did you bother to go to the official Prayer of Jabez web site and see for yourself what people think of the prayer? I quoted a couple of the testimonials there, but there are hundreds of them.

I guess I don't understand your point. You say that the book sounds to you like the Holy Spirit's revelation to him. So are you saying that you believe that God wants all of us to pray this prayer every day word for word to get His blessing? Again I say that is what the author is saying. Let me quote from the book again:

1. Pray the Jabez prayer every morning, and keep a record of your daily prayer by marking off a calendar or a chart you make especially for the purpose.

2. Write out the prayer and tape it in your Bible, in your day-timer, on your bathroom mirror, or some other place where you'll be reminded of your new vision. (From page 86 and 87 of the book Prayer of Jabez) I think it is pretty hard to mistake what the author is saying in those two steps which encourages the readers to do each day.
You mentioned that on page 32 he said that the prayer of salvation was the most important prayer he has ever said. Well look at this quote, it restates that but look at what came in second:

If you were to ask me what sentence--other than my prayer for salvation--has revolutionized my life and ministry the most, I would tell you that it was the cry of a gimper named Jabez, who is still remembered not for what he did, but for what he prayed--and for what happened next. (PoJ page 11)

Through a simple, believing prayer, you can change your future. You can change what happens one minute from now. (PoJ page 29) Here again it is obvious he is speaking of this prayer.
You may like the book, you may have even taken away some good principles for your prayer life, but it is still an unbiblical book. It still promotes the saying of a particular prayer day in and day out. I have looked at how Wilkinson defines blessings. It does not matter because he is still promoting the saying of a particular bunch of words to get those blessings.

I do not have a problem with anyone promoting asking God to bless them and give them more opportunities to witness etc... but I do have a problem when to do so the author promotes using canned words. This is not the prayer that God always answers as if it is magic.

This to me is more then just 'name it and claim it' this is more 'let me show you the words that will compel God to do what you want Him to do.' I see that as wrong. I also think it will cause people to try to manipulate God rather than striving to have a real relationship with Him. That to me is rat poison. With that kind of false teaching in the book, no matter what good there is also is not enough to get me to recommend the book to anyone. Ralph

I am a teacher of religion and teach at the high school level. It isn’t often that I find a 15 year old that sincerely and personally is involved with prayer on a daily basis.

I have not read the book the Prayer of Jabez, but I believe that anything that gets people who would never open a Bible to do so is good. I leave the rest to God expecting in faith that as he intends for things to happen, things happen. At least people who read this book are in some kind of relationship with God that is personally meaningful to them. And they are praying. Pray ceaselessly I remember. Just pray, be in communion with God all the time. I believe it is possible to do and that this book despite its imperfections calls people to prayer. And as a result millions of people are praying.

I think you should read the book. I think it is possible that God will reach out to someone who is reading this book, but believe me this book has few redeeming qualities. It does not encourage people to read their Bibles, it does not encourage them to deepen their prayers lives, unless you call telling them to pray the same words over and over again deepening. It does not help a person get a closer relationship with God, unless you can saying certain words to make God act the way you want Him to having a closer relationship.

God says in His word that we will find Him when we search for Him with all our hearts. That is a promise from God. So I believe it is possible for someone who wants a deeper closer relationship with God to get this book and God to speak to them. Not because anything in the book is correct but because God is honoring the desire of the person's heart and His promise. My point is that it is very possible that out of the millions of people reading this book, some are getting deeper walk and a better prayer life, but that is not to the credit of the book, it is to God's glory because He is keeping His promise. On the other hand I fear that the majority of those millions will actually have a worse walk with the Lord after the book. They won't sit down to talk to God as a friend and Father, they will repeat the words of this prayer mindlessly over and over again expecting God to dutifully give them what they are asking for.

Please read the book. Read it as a teacher, read what it says, not what you wish it said. I praise God if He has used this book to bring people closer to Himself, but the fact remains that the book is teaching unbiblical actions.

I thank you for writing and I hope you will check this out for yourself, you may be able to save a few people from the hurt and disappointment they will feel when the great genie in the sky does not automatically do what the author 'guarantees' He will do. God does love us and He does want to bless us. I have no problem with that message, I have a real problem when the author claims to have found the magic words that will cause God to bless us. In Christ, Ralph

Brother, I think you are missing the point of POJ, and yet I hesitate to say anything at all. It is certainly in your spiritual makeup to reject any "challenges" to your understanding. I understand that the Holy Spirit is the Master teacher through the inerrant Word - yet we are the body of Christ, and as "iron sharpens iron" we are accountable to correct, exhort, and admonish each other so that in part through the work of the Father (John 15) we can be made presentable to Him as His bride, "spotless and without wrinkle or blemish."

You are certainly missing the point of Mathew 18:15, 16, 17. You have made some pretty bold statements concerning the work of a fellow believer - or is it your belief that Bruce Wilkinson is not a brother in Christ? (And if so, how can you make such a determination? I have heard in person Dr. Wilkinson state that 'Jesus is Lord,' a statement that qualifies under 1 John 4:2; 10 as "a brother"). If he is a brother, then it is required if a believer finds fault with the work, attitudes, or actions of a fellow believer, then we are to take it to them alone. The Apostle Paul did not sit on his laurels and allow Peter to get away with his sinful actions and teachings. He approached Peter head on and confronted him as to his dangerous actions (or inactions) he was sharing through his actions with the Jewish believers around him. If you feel as strongly about this work (I believe you used the word "evil" to describe in part this work, and "destructive" to the body of Christ) as you suggest, then why have you not confronted your brother face to face, and allowed him to correct or defend his work? At least he could have corrected those things which you find offensive, or you could have departed in disagreement, bringing a witness to review your conversation. At that point, you could have entered your review for the whole world to notice, because you will have met the scriptural requirements to write it (alone, a witness, the church). Dr. Wilkinson, even though he has a difficult schedule, is readily accessible to all those who have questions. However, it seems to me by your writings and replies that you are unwilling to approach him with some of your reasonable concerns. The reason the church is so factitious, my brother, is because we have refused to follow the simple teachings of the Scriptures in dealing with disagreements. Your refusal to allow Mathew 18 to guide you in this is terribly disappointing.

Your review did not seem to me in reading it to be done from the spirit of meekness or correction, but not meeting you face to face does not facilitate in me any type of discernment that I can reach a Godly conclusion. It seems to me the Prophetic gift must be tempered in love, grace, or mercy, or it just boils down to mean spirited, unloving prattle. "Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels and have not love, I am as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge and though I have all faith so that I could remove mountains, and have not love, I am nothing." (1 Corinthians 13:1-2). Also, your disagreement with Bruce seems to have invaded your personal thoughts toward him, a person (I assume) you have not even have had the pleasure of meeting. As a fellow believer, I challenge you to see all believers in love, for as it is written, "He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him." (1 John 2:10).

I found some points of your review that I agreed with such as the emphasis on repetition of the verse by the believer to receive God's blessing. However, on most points I believe that I will respectfully and lovingly disagree with your assessment. Certainly the body of Christ has been empowered by the Spirit and enlightened by the Word to be able, as a whole, to be discerning to dangers that will trouble it, as it has for 2000 years. "Upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hades will not prevail against it." If this Prayer is a fad, it will quickly pass. But if it is a movement of God, no amount of railing against the small amount of "poison" will fade away the powerful message it seems to contain.

Every Peter needs a John to temper him.

I am sorry to ramble so long. Just my thoughts about this matter.

Thank you for your thoughts. I do have some comments, as I am sure you knew I would. I may ramble too since it is sometimes hard to answer without going at least a little ways down another trail. Let me try to start with your first statement. You stated that you think I missed the point of POJ. Okay, what was the point? If I missed it I don't know how. I quoted from the book, but let me quote again what I think the point of the book is: 
I want to teach you to pray a daring prayer that God always answers. (PoJ Preface page) 
This is quoted from the very beginning of the book. So what is the point of the book? Am I wrong to say that the point is that Mr. Wilkinson is trying to give us 'the' words to pray that God always answers? Or that he is trying to teach people to pray 'this' prayer day in and day out? If that is not the point of the book, then indeed I did miss whatever it was.

I will tell you truthfully that I took offense to this statement you made: It is certainly in your spiritual makeup to reject any "challenges" to your understanding. Why do you say that? Is it because my beliefs are strong and I don't change my mind when someone has a different opinion? That is not the same thing as rejecting any challenges. I try to weigh those challenges against Scripture which is the way I try to come up with my original view. If you will honestly look at the conversations on my website you will notice one thing; I try very hard to buttress my views with Scripture, but those who want to 'challenge' my position almost never use even one passage of Scripture. So why should I change what I believe God has revealed to me unless the person can show me that I misinterpreted God's word?

Now that does not exactly hold true for our discussion, but since you made that statement in reference to my attitude on the rest of my site, I take offense to it. You go on to accuse me of having no love, yet I view that statement at the very beginning of your message to me to be somewhat unloving also.

Your next statement, we are accountable to correct, exhort, and admonish each other, bothers me too, since you claim I was wrong to review this book. You mention that I did not follow Matthew 18, but I think you have misinterpreted Matthew 18. I will get to that in a moment. You make statements that make it appear that you think I don't believe Mr. Wilkinson is a believer. Please show me anywhere in my review of his book where I call his commitment to Christ into question. Then you go on to say this: If he is a brother, then it is required if a believer finds fault with the work, attitudes, or actions of a fellow believer, then we are to take it to them alone. 
Here is my disagreement with what you said. You are using Matthew 18 in a way it was not intended. Let me quote it: (Matthew 18:15 NIV) "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over." It does not say: if you find fault with the work, attitudes or actions of... It says if a brother 'sins' against you. I never said nor do I believe that Mr. Wilkinson has sinned against me. I don't think he even knows me, unless of course one of the other people who has written me has done as I requested and passed on my review to him. So since he has not sinned against me, Matthew 18 does not apply.

You go on to talk about Paul confronting Peter, but I am afraid those are two different points. It would appear that you are trying to say that Paul confronted Peter according to Matthew 18 and I should do the same thing. However, I am sure you are aware that is not what Paul did. I will only quote one verse and not the whole story: (Galatians 2:14 NIV) When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?" If Paul had followed Matthew 18 as you pointed out, he would have taken Peter aside and talked to him privately, but he did not, he rebuked him in front of them all.

I on the other hand am not even trying to rebuke Mr. Wilkinson, I am reviewing a book and trying to show why I think the point of the book is wrong. But please, if Mr. Wilkinson is so accessible to you, please forward him a copy of my review and my e-mail address. I would love to hear from him and will post whatever he sends me so that everyone can see it.

You also make this statement: Also, your disagreement with Bruce seems to have invaded your personal thoughts toward him, a person (I assume) you have not even have had the pleasure of meeting. You are right about my never meeting him. Has this invaded my personal thoughts? I am not sure how to answer that, my personal thoughts are no different than my public thoughts. I don't know Mr. Wilkinson, but I do know one book that he wrote and I totally disagree with that book. Does he love the Lord? I don't know, but I will more then willingly take your word for it. Nothing in his book would lead me to think he doesn't love the Lord, but that does not make what he is promoting sound.

You further make the assumption that I don't view all other believers in love. How do you come to that conclusion? Is it because I dare to take an unpopular stand against something which is taking the Christian community by storm? Is that unloving? What if I were to tell you that it is because I love my brothers and sisters in Christ that I am willing to take this stand? I believe this book is wrong and that people should be made aware of that, so I speak out. It appalls me to see what is happening. Go to any Christian book store, you will find coffee cups with the Prayer of Jabez on them, you will find coins you can carry in your pocket with the prayer on them. The list goes on and on. It is sad. Now you might be about to tell me that Mr. Wilkinson does not promote that, but I would disagree with you. After all it is stated in his book that the person reading should copy the prayer and post it in their day planner, on the bathroom mirror, etc... Hey, why not have it on your coffee mug so you can remember to repeat it with your first cup of coffee? Or on a coin so that every time you reach into your pocket you can remember to repeat it?

It is not that I refuse to speak to Mr. Wilkinson, but I feel no real need to. He has prayed "this" prayer every day for over 30 years according to his own statement in the book. Why would I think I could change his mind now?

Let me get back to my problem with this book. We as believers are called sons of God and God Himself calls Himself our Father. Now you did not tell me if you are a father or not, but for the moment I will assume you are. Now let's say that your son is in third grade and one day he comes home from school with a piece of paper. He walks up to you and starts to read: "Dad, you are the best dad in the world, you love me, I know that, so please give me..." Fill in the blank with whatever he wants. Okay, it might be cute the first day, but what about the second, third, fourth, or fifth day? How about the fifth week that he comes to you and reads those same words? How long would it be before you sat him down and told him that is not the way to get things from you? What if he told you that one of his classmates claims this is the way to always get what you want from your dad? What would you tell your son? Don't you see that is exactly what Mr. Wilkinson is telling believers to do to their Father in heaven?

Might you not tell your son that he does not need magic words? That because you love him all he has to do is come to you and talk to you as a son does to a father? Don't you think that our Father in heaven feels the same way? This book does not promote a relationship with God, it promotes the magic words that will compel God to answer. If you don't see anything wrong with that then we will just have to disagree, because I do see a problem with it. It will cause people to look to God as a genie in the sky who has to answer when we rub the lamp (I mean say the words...), not as a loving Father that longs to hear from His children. I won't apologize for that stand.

If you can show me from Scripture that I am wrong and that the way we should pray is by repeated words someone else prayed, then I will rewrite my review and make a public apology to Mr. Wilkinson, however, I figure if you could have shown me that in Scripture you would have already.

You said that I called this book or its contents evil. You are wrong, I never called it evil, I did however, say it contained rat poison. Let me again quote from your message: If this Prayer is a fad, it will quickly pass. But if it is a movement of God, no amount of railing against the small amount of "poison" will fade away the powerful message it seems to contain. I take it by that statement you agree that there is a small amount of poison in the book?

Let me ask you since you are a pastor of a church, do you warn your congregation about false teaching? Do you ever warn them about things like the "Word of Faith" movement, or some of the other false teaching out there? If so then why do you have a problem with me speaking out about something I think is wrong? If not, then what do you think being a Shepherd means? If you love your flock, which I am sure you do, then you will want to help protect them.
In closing let me quote from my review: Be a Berean, test everything you hear and read against God's word. Just because you hear something from the pulpit does not make it biblical. We should not be surprised God warned us about this in advance: (2 Timothy 4:3-4 NIV) For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. {4} They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
Notice I did not tell people to believe what I said, I told them to check out 'everything' they hear or read against God's word. What is your disagreement with that? People want to believe that God will do whatever they ask as long as they use the right words. What a shame that this has taken the place of a real relationship with their loving Heavenly Father.

If I have seemed unloving in my response to you, I am truly sorry. I love all my brothers and sisters in Christ and that includes you and Mr. Wilkinson, but I will not back away from telling the truth, just because it seems harsh. In Christ, Ralph

The Prayer of Jabez 
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Review of The Prayer of Jabez 

Valley Bible Church Growth Studies

The Prayer of Jabez: Breaking Through to the Blessed Life (Multnomah Publishers, 2000) by Dr. Bruce Wilkinson has gained a unique popularity in Christian and secular communities. Last year when it was released, it sold 3.5 million in just four months and was selected as the 2001 Book of the Year and awarded the prestigious Gold Medallion Book Award by The Evangelical Christian Publishers Association.

It was selling quickly to hundreds of thousands of Christians across the country and becoming the top book used in small group studies. It has also been recommended as life changing by Focus on the Family. In fact Dr. Dobson wrote what he termed was the most important letter he had ever written to explain how this book had helped shape the future of his ministry. Other strong supported are Chuck Colson, and Dr. Howard Hendricks.

The book also maintained a first-place ranking on many national bestseller lists, is still on the New York Times list after many months, and has sold over 9 million copies while drawing both criticism and acclaim. You can now get the prayer printed on everything from hats, cups, and T-shirts all the way to a compact disc of "Jabez songs" art objects and framed posters. These were followed by the bestselling Prayer of Jabez for Teens, Prayer of Jabez for Kids, Prayer of Jabez for Little Ones, Prayer of Jabez Devotional books, etc.

The excitement and popularity it has created in the Christian community leads to a close evaluation of this remarkable phenomenon.

The Prayer

The Prayer of Jabez is a book that proclaims the blessings derived from reciting an obscure prayer buried in a genealogy in 1 Chronicles. In the New King James Version favored by Dr. Wilkinson, it reads:

"Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, 'Because I bore him in pain.' And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!' So God granted him what he requested." (1 Chronicles 4:9-10)

That's all there is to it, just two verses that include the prayer and all the Bible has to say about Jabez. Now, this small book has prompted millions of believers and unbelievers alike to memorize and repeat the prayer, often many times every day.

The Person

The author is Dr. Bruce Wilkinson, a well respected, evangelical Bible teacher, founder of Walk thru the Bible Ministries, and a board member of Promise Keepers. He began Walk thru the Bible as a seminary student and now hosts more than 2,500 Bible conferences every year, with the purpose of training Christians to understanding the basic flow and content of both the Old and New Testaments.

The purpose of the book is clearly stated in the Preface, "I want to teach you to pray a daring prayer that God always answers." This sums up the book and also sums up our concern. Is the author actually saying he has found a prayer that God always answers in the affirmative?

Dr. Wilkinson writes, "This petition has radically changed what I expect from God and what I experience every day by his power." (Page 7)In fact, he expresses throughout the book that Christians need to repeatedly pray this prayer, if they expect to receive great blessings and supernatural change in their lives. He also credits the physical expansion of his own ministry to his personal praying of this prayer daily.

The story of The Prayer of Jabez began when Dr. Wilkinson was in his last year at Dallas Theological Seminary seeking what God wanted him to do. He was influenced by a message given by one of his professors using the prayer of Jabez as a text. Let Dr. Wilkinson tell the story,

"I picked up my Bible and read verse ten--the prayer of Jabez. Something in his prayer would explain the mystery. It had to. Pulling a chair up to the yellow counter, I bent over my Bible, and reading the prayer over and over, I searched with all my heart for the future God had for someone as ordinary as I.

The next morning, I prayed Jabez's prayer word for word. And the next. And the next. Thirty years later, I haven't stopped.

If you were to ask me what sentence--other than my prayer for salvation--has revolutionized my life and ministry the most, I would tell you that it was the cry of a . . . Jabez, who is still remembered not for what he did, but for what he prayed and for what happened next." (Page 11)

He claims to have now prayed the prayer word for word for thirty years.

But does he really encourage readers to do the same as he does? Yes!

The last chapter of the book is titled "Making Jabez Mine." The author gives steps that a person should follow including, "praying the Jabez prayer every morning, taping it in your Bible, in your day-timer, on your bathroom mirror, or some other place where you'll be reminded of your new vision, and rereading the book once each week while asking God to show you important insights you may have missed."(Pages 86-87)

In fact, throughout the book he constantly points to the need for all Christians to continually pray this prayer in order to experience success and blessing in their lives.

The Positive

The Prayer of Jabez discusses the important place of prayer in the Christian life. All Christians should pray. Jesus set the example, taught his disciples, and commanded us to persevere and pray without ceasing. The book does emphasize the need of praying.

It also encourages Christians to focus on prayer for spiritual blessing, expanded outreach, guidance, and protection from evil, all things touched on in the pattern prayer Jesus gave His disciples in Matthew 6.

Unlike many modern books on prayer, The Prayer of Jabez does not claim that we can receive anything we desire by praying if we only have enough faith. It points out that prayer needs to be in concert with God's desires and prayed from a proper motive.

These benefits are overshadowed by serious confusion the book creates.

The problem of Presumption

The book opens the door for Christians and non-Christians to make the presumption that God must answer this prayer. Dr. Wilkinson writes,

"Dear Reader, I want to teach you how to pray a daring prayer that God always answers. It is brief--only one sentence with four parts--and tucked away in the Bible, but I believe it contains the key to a life of extraordinary favor with God . . . Thousands of believers who are applying its truths are seeing miracles happen on a regular basis. Will you join me for a personal exploration of Jabez? I hope you will!" (Page 7)

So, what's the problem? The problem is that this book promises rewards from God that God doesn't promise in the Bible. It is true that God hears the prayers of His saints, but there is no guarantee that He will always answer them in a way consistent with our desires. Suggesting that God will always answer the prayer of Jabez is misleading.

The preface of the book implies that God not only always answers this prayer, but His answer is always "yes." Then what happens if God doesn't answer when we pray the prayer?

First, God does not honor the desires and requests of those who don't know Him (Isaiah 59:1-2). But there is no presentation of the gospel in the book and no differentiation between believer and non-believer.

For believers, there could also be other reasons for God's silence as well, such as our own unconfessed sin (Psalm 66:18), or impure motives (James 4:3-4), or our need to learn humility, surrender, obedience and faith based on Scriptures before we excel in what he calls "daring prayers." "The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much." (James 5:16).

The Bible is clear, God considers the heart attitude as we pray to be more important than the words.

Secondly, what if God's plan for a person is different from what they asked for in prayer? The book repeated claims that God will always answer the "Jabez" prayer. This oversimplifies and warps all that God's Word says about prayer.

Question: How can anyone assure anonymous readers that God "always answers" this particular prayer?

The Problem of Pride

Is the purpose of prayer to put God to work for us? Does the Bible even suggest that we as God's people have the authority and power to put the prayer of Jabez to work? "Discover how to release the miraculous power of God in your life! ... See what God will do for you when you put Jabez' prayer to work!" (See ad at Christianbook.com.)

It is claimed that millions have testified to miraculous answers to the prayer that demonstrate God's response to people who seek Him. But do these amazing stories prove that God "always answers" this specific prayer or verify that the prayer "contains the key" to extraordinary favor with God?

This begins to sound like the teaching of the modern prosperity theology so prevalent in visual and print media today. The author promises us that it doesn't, so we must ask, "Is that assessment fair?" Just look at the book:

Immediately before claiming that the prayer is "not asking for more of what we could get for ourselves," and that Jabez, "left it entirely up to God to decide what the blessing would be," comes the statement, "Is it possible that God wants you to be 'selfish' in your prayers?"(Page 19)

The answer provided is yes, based on an extrapolation of the Jabez story far beyond information reported in Scripture.

Directly after the disclaimer comes this, "If Jabez had worked on Wall Street, he might of prayed, 'Lord, increase my investment portfolios.'" (Page 31) 
And this is followed by instructions to Christian businessmen that God is just waiting for their prayer to increase their business. This certainly makes God's will easy to accept, since he says God wants us to be successful.

The Jabez prayer seems to grant access to success and a God who uses His awesome supernatural force in order to increase our personal and professional development.

"When we seek God's blessing as the ultimate value in life, we are throwing ourselves entirely into the river of His will and power and purposes for us." "Let me tell you a guaranteed by-product of sincerely seeking His blessing: Your life will become marked by miracles." (Page 24) When did God's blessing and miracles become the ultimate purposes of life?

The author also presents the thought that God has untold blessings waiting for us, but we never get them because we never ask for them. (Pages 17, 25-27) This is the exact same philosophy that consistently draws crowds to modern prosperity ministries.

Question: How can seeking God's blessing be presented as the ultimate value in life?

The Problem of Prescription

The Prayer of Jabez simplifies the discipline of prayer by making the words of the prayer into a formula. The book encourages Christians to repeat the words of Jabez's prayer every day, day after day. (Pages 86- 87)

Prayer is not a prescription to be filled by God; in fact, Jesus spoke strongly against that kind of rote prayer style in Matthew 6:7, "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words." Repeating this prayer daily may cause Christians to see prayer as a mystical ritual rather than personal communication with God.

One critic asked a good question, "Might some readers be seeking the power of prayer rather than the power of God?" It is much easier to memorize and repeat a formula prayer that "works" rather than take time to seek to know the heart of God through a study of the Scriptures.

This presentation of prayer is not unlike the repetitious prayers and mantras of the world's largest religions. A small book given to thousands of people who attended a May 2001 "Medicine Buddha Empowerment" workshop led by the Dalai Lama stated:

"To recite the Medicine Buddha Mantra brings inconceivable merit. ... If you recite the mantra every day, the Buddhas and bodhisattvas will always pay attention to you, and they will guide you. All your negative karmas will be pacified and you will never be born in the three lower realms.... and all your wishes are fulfilled."

God has wonderful plans for us that include not only blessing but also buffeting (see James 1) and lead to perseverance and ultimately to spiritual maturity. Virtually all the apostles experienced the expansion of their ministry but they also died a martyr's death.

Question: Do we really believe that rote repetition adds strength to a prayer? If so, as Jesus taught, we may be trusting in mere words more than your sovereign God.

Also See Section on Word of Faith

The Problem of Pattern

The Prayer of Jabez raises questions about the value of other prayers in the Bible, and their place in a believer's life. The only prayer defined as a model prayer is Jesus' prayer in Matthew 6:9-13. Most of the Evangelical Church would be slow to attribute miraculous powers to the repetitious praying of even the "Lord's Prayer."

There is tremendous value in studying prayers throughout the Bible as patterns to follow. We can imitate the prayers of Moses, David, Paul, Peter, John, and other Old and New Testament saints. But, the supernatural power of God worked through their lives because they believed God, dedicated their lives to Him, humbled themselves, and sought and do His will, not because of the words they said.

Focusing solely on Jabez's prayer can assign an inherent magical capability to unlock the power of God that it and no other prayer possesses. The men of God mentioned above loved His Word and sought His will. They did not engage in vain repetition.

Both the prayer of Jabez and the "Lord's Prayer" were pleasing to our Father but their differences are important. Jabez focused on God's gifts. Jesus emphasized the Giver. Jabez' prayer reflects the Old Testament context where God demonstrated His love by prospering His people. The Lord's Prayer reflects the New Testament understanding that -- because of the cross -- we share in the life, suffering, ministry and triumphs of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Question: How can the prayer of Jabez, or any other prayer, be used as more than a pattern for prayer in light of the teaching of the Scriptures?

The Problem of Precision

Whenever a person speaks or writes about an element of the Christian life using Scripture to support his position he needs to take great care in "cutting the Word straight," presenting accurately what the text says.

In the January-March 2002 issue of the theological quarterly of Dr. Wilkinson's alma mater, Dallas Theological Seminary, Dr. Roy B. Zuck, Professor Emeritus of Bible Exposition and Editor of Bibliotheca Sacra, expresses several concerns in this matter of Biblical interpretation.

The first concern has to do with Jabez's name. Dr. Zuck writes,

"In Hebrew," Wilkinson writes, "the word for Jabez means 'pain'" (p. 9).

This is wrong, for the Hebrew word for Jabez is a pun on the word for pain. "Pain translates OZEB, not JABEZ. 
"Jabez" and "pain" are not the same words at all; they only sound similar because the two consonants Z and B in "pain" are reversed in the word "Jabez." . . . Since she (his mother) had had a difficult delivery, she used a word play to help people . . . remember her experience. (See also page 31)
Thus it is incorrect to suggest that he lived a life of pain and was "weighed down by the sorrow of his past and the dreariness of his present" (p. 22). Such a suggestion goes beyond the Scriptures.

The second concern deals with one of the main concepts of the book, the extending of ministry. Dr. Zuck writes,

The book also misinterprets the second petition of Jabez. "Enlarge my borders" (NASB) is rendered in the New International Version and the New King James (Wilkinson quotes the latter) "enlarge my territory." Wilkinson says Jabez "wanted more influence, more responsibility, more opportunity to make a mark for the God of Israel" (p. 30, emphasis his). Wilkinson also writes that to pray for enlarged territory means to pray for more "opportunities" and "impact," "more ministry," "more influence and responsibility with which to honor Him," or "more ministry and influence for Him" (pp. 32, 36, 41, 82).

Where in the Bible is there any hint that Jabez wanted to expand his ministry? What ministry? Since the word "territory" means land, he was asking for more real estate (though Wilkinson asserts otherwise; (p.30). Is it not unsound interpretation and application to take a word for property and make it mean ministry or influence? See Footnote

The third concern has to do with the fourth request of Jabez. Dr. Zuck continues writing,

The New King James Version renders Jabez's fourth petition, "and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain" (v. 10).

However, the word for "evil" can also mean "harm," as the New American Standard Bible and the New International Version translate it. Sometimes the word means evil in the moral sense, but other times it means physical calamity or adversity. Possibly Jabez was simply asking for freedom from physical hardships.

The New King James Version renders the last line of the prayer as if the Hebrew verb were casual in form ("that I may not cause pain").The Hebrew, however, may more accurately be rendered, "that it may not pain me." (The verb form is Qal, not the casual Piel or Hiphil.) Understood in this way, Jabez was asking that he be kept from afflictions so that they would not bring him pain, rather than that he not cause pain.

Careful observation of the plain literal sense of the Biblical text considerably alters the meaning of the principles that are the cornerstone of the books claims.

Question: Is it safe to create an entire belief system involving an area as important as prayer based on faulty exegesis of Scripture?

The Problem of Practice

The Prayer of Jabez paints an unrealistic picture of the true Christian life. It strongly claims that praying Jabez's prayer leads to a life of incredible blessing and ever-increasing ministry opportunities and, in fact, allows for no suffering or struggle.

Dr. Bruce Wilkinson concludes his book by saying,

"Join me for that transformation. You will change your legacy and bring supernatural blessings wherever you go. God will release His miraculous power in your life now. And for all eternity, He will lavish on you His honor and delight." (Page 91)

Even though he disavows a prosperity outlook, there is no reference made to the struggles of real Christian living and the part prayer plays in facing that struggle and remaining true to God in the crucible of life. The Prayer of Jabez fails to exhibit biblical balance that includes living faithfully in the common occurrences of daily life and glorifying God in day-to-day attitudes and actions. Is Christian living all miracles and astounding ministry opportunities? Of course not!

While mentioning "ordinary, easy-to-overlook people" listed in Hebrews 11 who won honor from God" (Page 77), he fails to mention the faithful men and women who received the opposite of honor and blessing in this world:

"…others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection; and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated ({men} of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground." (Hebrews 11:35-38)

In fact, God shows us that suffering and persecution, not prosperity, power or influence, is a normal part of our life in Christ. We cannot be one with Jesus without sharing His battles as well as triumphs. Jesus Himself said, "If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; because they do not know the One who sent Me." (John 15:20-21) And Paul, perhaps the most successful minister in history said, "For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake," (Philippians 1:29)

Or how about this for reality gospel:

"But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; {we are} afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh." (2 Corinthians 4:7-11)

Formula prayer can raise false expectations of what God is obliged to do and therefore bring disappointment, doubt and disillusionment rather than faith and thankfulness? If we are one with Jesus, we should set our hearts, not on blessings in the world, but on fellowship with our Lord.

Countless saints and martyrs have relinquished earthly successes, comforts and popularity for a far greater eternal treasure. Paul said it well,

"But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from {the} Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which {comes} from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,… being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

"Not that I have already obtained {it} , or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of {it} yet; but one thing {I do} : forgetting what {lies} behind and reaching forward to what {lies} ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 3:7-14)

Question: How can the blessing and success of life ministries be presented without the fact of persecution and suffering?

The Problem of Presentation

Dr. Wilkinson has chosen a style of presentation that makes it seem as if he's offering a cause and effect relationship with God. You pray to him and he'll make you rich, but to be fair, he also says that the Jabez prayer requires an acceptance of God's will, whatever its form, not the presentation of an itemized demand.

However, since the book is filled without exception with success, and since the vast majority of the testimonies both in and outside the book, are stories of success, the balance is sorely lacking. And moreover, testimonies focus on the book and the prayer, not on reading the Bible, nor on praying more, nor on building a more intimate relationship with God. People have found the magic words that bring blessings into their lives. This is the problem with repetitive, rote praying.

The closing statement in The Prayer of Jabez says "Just by looking at what is happening, I can assure you that God still answers those who have a loyal heart and pray the Jabez prayer." (Page 90)

This thought permeates the book. "How do I know that it will significantly impact you? Because of my experience and the testimony of hundreds of others around the world with whom I've shared these principles. Because, even more importantly, the Jabez prayer distills God's powerful will for your future.” (Pages 11-12) Dr. Wilkinson treats the prayer as something special in and of itself. It has inherent power and activates God's powerful will. And the proof of this assertion is not from the teaching of Scripture, but on the basis of subjective experiences. This is a dangerous precedent for doctrinal truth.

Question: Does any prayer, object, or person other that God have any inherent power to bring blessing to any believer, let alone an unbeliever?

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Prayer of Jabez could be a helpful tool if it encourages Christians to look to Jabez's prayer as one of many biblical models of prayer worthy of emulation. You can look to Jabez's prayer along with the prayers of other Bible characters in an effort to better inform your own prayer life.

However, by his choice of approach and illustrations, Dr. Wilkinson presents the prayer and promises that if you take the steps, it will result in unbelievable, supernatural success within days.

Those steps require remarkably little or no effort:

Step one—Ask for God's great blessing and He is bound to bless you

Step two—Ask and God will enlarge your territory (Grant you success)

Step three—Ask and God will bring a touch of Greatness to your life

Step four—Ask and God will keep you from temptation and the Devil

Just pray the prayer!

But remember, true prayer does not consist of a set of mantras, or incantations, or even wonderful Biblical prayers, memorized and then employed to elicit a particular response from God.

We dare not presume that God is bound to answer a memorized and oft repeated prayer just because it is in the Bible.

We dare not be so proud as to believe that we as God's people have the authority and power to put God to work for us through rote prayers.

We dare not look at prayer as a prescription for solving all our problems and moving us into an exciting, "successful," mystical life.

We dare not value the pattern of the prayer of Jabez over the pattern set by other prayers presented in Scripture.

We dare not forsake precision in handling a portion of Scripture in order to support a principle that seems to work in our own experience.

We dare not ignore the true practice of Christian living by ignoring the call to holiness and suffering as well as the call to service.

We dare not focus on the presentation of the prayer and neglect reading the Bible, conversing personally and increasing our intimacy with God.

Instead we must realize that prayer is about aligning our minds and hearts with God's sovereign purposes, even in suffering or in service. Prayer is a conversation with the one who loved us and bought us at great cost.

Dr. John Mac Arthur made this comment in regard to The Prayer of Jabez,

"Prayer is a rich privilege God graciously grants to His children, enabling us to express our submission to His will for our lives. To that end, may we all learn to pray with the humility, dependence, and expectation of blessing Jabez exhibited."

We acknowledge that our Father is a loving God who wants to bless us abundantly, but it is more often our heart condition rather than not asking that stands in the way of what God wishes to do in and through us.

But we fear that the fad of continually praying the Jabez prayer will move people away from seeking a personal relationship with God and aligning their will with His.

Excerpt from Critique of The Prayer of Jabez 
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By Mark Talbot (Associate Professor of Philosophy at Wheaton College)

No doubt, Wilkinson wants to lead us to live lives that are more God-glorifying. Because he believes that God is most glorified when we go from one inexplicable Spirit-enabled exploit to another, and because he believes that this will only happen if we ask God for "supernatural blessing, influence, and power," he sees Jabez's prayer as the means by which God becomes most glorified as we become most blessed. Repeating it over and over will "set in motion a cycle of blessing that will keep multiplying what God is able to do in and through [us]." As this cycle repeats itself, we find ourselves to be "steadily moving into wider spheres of blessing and influence, spiraling ever outward and upward into a larger life for God." The result is "exponentially expanding blessings" for us that bring ever-greater glory to God.

This is not quite "name it and claim it" theology, since we are not to pray explicitly for six-figure incomes or any "material sign that [we] have found a way to cash in on [our] connection with Him." Yet it is close.

For Wilkinson is placing an unbiblical emphasis upon our success. His stories aim to convince us that God will continuously -- indeed, miraculously -- open doors of ever-increasing opportunity, influence and responsibility to whomever asks. He declares to each of his readers that "God wants your borders expanded at all times with every person." At one California college, he challenged students to pick some island somewhere in the world and then just go and "take [it] over" for God. Often -- as when his youth group prayed for thirty decisions for Christ by the end of their first day of beach evangelism -- his stories encourage us to specify to God the terms of our success. But is this scriptural? In Scripture, do God's people just decide what they want to do and then "Just do it!" -- even while recognizing that their accomplishments come only through God's strength? Do we ever find any apostle praying, "Lord, give me thirty decisions for Christ today"? The apostle Paul had some borders closed to him (see Acts 16:6-7). His desire to minister to the Romans was frustrated repeatedly (see Rom. 1:11-13; 15:22). Satan stopped him from revisiting the Thessalonians (see 1 Thess. 2:18). In some cases, his preaching had very little positive effect (see Acts 17:32-34; 18:5-6). Were these restrictions on his ministry unnecessary? Did Paul lack faith? If he had prayed Jabez's prayer, then would those borders have opened and would he have had more success?

James urges us always to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that" (James 4:15). Scripture requires our faithfulness without promising us success. Indeed, sometimes things will go badly for us, in spite of or because of our faith (see Job; Heb. 11:35-39; Acts 7; 1 Pet. 1:6-7; 4:12-19). Wilkinson's relentlessly upbeat stories, where praying Jabez's prayer has guaranteed triumph after triumph, don't acknowledge this.

By Wilkinson's own admission, Jabez's prayer is "tucked away" in a part of the Bible where very few are likely to find it. Sometimes we who believe that all Scripture is inspired by God and thus useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness will stress what we have found in some obscure corner of the Bible as a way of emphasizing that truth. But in this case, there seems to be more of a whiff of gnosticism here -- an appeal to a piece of esoteric knowledge that brings those who know it special blessings from God. If this prayer, prayed word for word day after day, has such power to revolutionize our Christian lives, then why didn't our Lord and his apostles stress it?

No doubt, portions of Jabez's prayer -- at least as Wilkinson interprets it -- may be found elsewhere in Scripture. Yet are his interpretations correct? In nearly all English translations but the New King James Version that he has used, Jabez's fourth request sounds far less wise and noble than Wilkinson makes it seem. The New International Version's rendering is typical and suggests that Jabez was just afraid of more pain: "keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain."

Overall, Wilkinson spiritualizes Jabez's requests. For instance, context does not warrant Wilkinson's paraphrasing Jabez's request that God enlarge his territory as "please expand my opportunities and my impact in such a way that I touch more lives for Your glory. Let me do more for You!" Interpretations like this violate the principle that we should not add to what Scripture actually says (see Prov. 30:5-6; 1 Cor. 4:6 [NIV]). They encourage Wilkinson's readers to be less than careful with God's words.

Wilkinson also 'Christianizes' Jabez's requests. This flattens out the Bible's redemptive/historical message in ways that can desensitize his readers to the full glories of what God has done in Christ. Take, for example, his imagining Jabez crying out "Father, oh, Father!" in his first request. In the Old Testament, God is occasionally called the "Father" of the Israelite nation (see Isa. 63:16; 64:8; Jer. 31:9), but no individual Israelite in Jabez's time would be likely to call God "Father" in prayer. Addressing God as "Father" is a New Testament privilege that accompanies the post-resurrection release of the Holy Spirit who then witnesses in the hearts of God¹s New Covenant people that they have become God's children by means of Christ's finished work (see Rom. 8:14-17; Gal. 3:26-27).
At the same time, it is one of this book's crowning ironies that, in spite of Howard Hendricks's recommendation of it to those who long to live their lives in Christ, it really says nothing about Christ and his cross. Those who open this book without knowing what the Gospel is will close it having become no wiser. It does not recognize that God's greatest blessing to human beings is not "more influence and responsibility" but reconciliation with himself through faith in Christ's work. Some readers may come away with a vague sense that they should make a "decision for Christ," but they will not have been told what making such a decision really means.

And

“At the same time, it is one of this book's crowning ironies that, in spite of Howard Hendricks's recommendation of it to those who long to live their lives in Christ, it really says nothing about Christ and his cross. Those who open this book without knowing what the Gospel is will close it having become no wiser. It does not recognize that God's greatest blessing to human beings is not "more influence and responsibility" but reconciliation with himself through faith in Christ's work. Some readers may come away with a vague sense that they should make a "decision for Christ," but they will not have been told what making such a decision really means”.
Rick Warren’s Interpretation of The Prayer of Jabez
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Excerpt from Great Expectations... Living an Above Average Life
By Rick Warren

“There are only two verses in the entire Bible on this man, and yet he is given an honor over 600 other people. Why did God say that this man lived above average? What did he do that caused his name to be preserved for over 4,000 years? "Jabez was more honorable than his brothers" (vv. 9-10).

Jabez prayed to God, "I want you to bless me and enlarge my territory! Let Your Hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request.

There were three secrets to this man's life - three principles that can make your life above average too. First, Jabez had great expectations. While all his friends were content with being average and mediocre, Jabez said, "I want God to bless me. I want something big. I want to do something significant with my life." He didn't want to be ordinary. He didn't want to be common. He wanted to expand and grow. He said, "God, bless me and enlarge my land." Jabez had a great ambition, and most deeply of all, he wanted God's blessing on his life. Many people today just drift through life. They have no goals, no master plan, no overall purpose, and no ambition. As a result they never accomplish much. They simply exist.

The first principle of living above average is that you need a great ambition. You need a dream. If you don't have a dream, you're drifting. When you stop dreaming, you start dying. When you stop setting goals, you stop growing. You've got to have something that you're pushing toward, a goal of excellence. As long as your horizon is expanding, you'll be an emotionally healthy human being. God made you for growth; ...

The only question here is how does Rick Warren know all this? While it indeed interesting as to why Jabez is singled out for mention in a long list of genealogy, it is a fact that the Bible tells us nothing about who Jabez was, why he wanted more land, the reason the Bible says he was ‘more honourable than his brethren’ or anything else about his. To build on a few cryptic lines in the Bible and claim that Jabez had ‘three winning secrets, didn’t want to be common or wanted to be significant and grow’ is pure speculation at best and a dangerous practice at worst. 
The Fact is We Do Not Know and Should Not Speculate.
In defense of Jabez

https://www.firstthings.com/article/2001/10/in-defense-of-jabez CATHOLIC, FOR
By Philip Zaleski, October 2001

“Read not the times, read the eternities,” said Henry David Thoreau. It isn’t often that the two realms intersect, but they have this year “and not only in the New York Times, but in news media across America” with the runaway success of Bruce Wilkinson’s The Prayer of Jabez: Breaking Through to the Blessed Life (Multnomah, 2000). 
The Prayer of Jabez, as almost everyone knows by now, proclaims the blessings that derive from reciting an obscure prayer buried in a genealogical litany of, well, biblical proportions in the driest book in scripture, 1 Chronicles. The pertinent text, in the New King James Version favored by Wilkinson, reads:
Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore him in pain.” And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested (1 Chronicles 4:9-10).

Wilkinson first recited the prayer as a young seminary student uncertain about his future. The results, he writes, “revolutionized my life,” launching him on a thirty-year career as a minister and writer. They have also spawned a mini-industry of audiotapes, gift items, spin-off books ( The Prayer of Jabez Journal, The Prayer of Jabez for Teens , etc.), and a website, www.prayerofjabez.com, packed with accounts of “miracles” by those rescued or revitalized by saying the prayer. One correspondent writes of the prayer’s role in foiling a plane hijacking, another of using the prayer to comfort a child scared by a mouse. 


The Prayer of Jabez is, if nothing else, an astute blend of literary archaeology, evangelical cheerleading, and attractive packaging. That Wilkinson brought the Jabez prayer to public attention is admirable enough; like Poe’s purloined letter, it has been in plain sight for thousands of years, translated into hundreds of languages as a portion of the most widely read book in the world, and yet it has remained utterly invisible. Even the Church Fathers, exegetical Argonauts who explored the vast seas of the Old Testament inch-by-inch, overlooked it; I found not a single mention of it in the standard thirty-eight-volume Edinburgh edition of the Ante-Nicene, Nicene, and Post-Nicene Fathers. 
Wilkinson has no interest in scholarly analysis; he uses each of the prayer’s four petitions as a springboard for an affable, upbeat sermon whose key message is that God wishes to “release His miraculous power in your life now. And for all eternity, He will lavish on you His honor and delight.” As the 7.4 million copies sold to date indicate, the public has rushed to accept this divine outpouring with opened arms and wallets. 
The success of The Prayer of Jabez is the major publishing story of the year, testimony to our intense hunger for a fruitful relationship with God. But of equal interest, I believe, is the extensive (but by no means universal) condemnation of the book by the news media, the intelligentsia, and the professional theological community. Most of the objections take one of four basic forms: 

Discomfort with evangelical religion. 
This is easy enough to spot. One sees it, for example, in the opening sentence of many of the news reports. Thus the Washington Post begins its story in mock-preacher style, asking readers to “Please bow your heads.” The New York Times Book Review’s essay starts in similar fashion: “Our text today is The Prayer of Jabez. “Such openings, blending condescension and wit, put the reader on notice: what follows should be read with one eyebrow arched. That the national media have a hard time with evangelical stories is scarcely a revelation, but it should be borne in mind when analyzing the widespread opposition to Wilkinson’s book. 

Discomfort with Wilkinson’s style. 
Only those with a tin ear can defend Wilkinson’s way with words; his prose is the stuff of billboards (“Friend, have you ever seen the Holy Spirit break through emotional and spiritual barriers right before your eyes?”), as pushy and gawky as a down-on-his-luck Bible salesman. But this is a sin against style, not against God; it says nothing about the efficacy of the Jabez prayer or the fundamental integrity of Wilkinson’s message. 

Discomfort with petitionary prayer. 
Here lies the heart of most assaults on The Prayer of Jabez. A number of liberal theologians object to the very notion of petitionary prayer, considering it to be a “low” form of prayer and contending that God, who is not given to caprice, has better things to do than cater to our transient whims. Moreover, the argument goes, petitionary prayer is redundant, as God already knows our most intimate needs and desires. The answer to these objections, of course, is that no less an authority than Jesus of Nazareth, when asked by his disciples, “Lord, teach us to pray,” responded with a paradigmatic set of petitions, at least some of which (“give us this day our daily bread”; “deliver us from evil”) bear comparison with the Jabez prayer. It’s worth noting, too, that prayers of petition appear prominently in every religion (even nontheistic forms of Buddhism), for every religious community instinctively senses that such prayers have a legitimate place in worship and that they (sometimes) work. 
Many critics, however, point their fingers not at petition in general, but squarely at the second clause of the Jabez prayer: “enlarge my territory.” This request, especially in light of Wilkinson’s rather ham-handed declaration that “if Jabez had worked on Wall Street, he might have prayed, ‘Lord, increase the value of my investment portfolios,’” has raised the specter of Reverend Ike and his ilk; thus the London Times headline of May 10, “Please Lord, make me rich.” Here theologians go for the knockout, declaring the Jabez prayer and its disciples to be crude, self-serving, and narcissistic. 
But these punches miss the mark. Wilkinson emphasizes throughout his book that while praying the Jabez prayer we must want “nothing more and nothing less than what God wants for us.” That is: “not my will, but Thine, be done” (Luke 22:42). In the book and on the website, the vast majority of answered prayers have nothing to do with personal aggrandizement and everything to do with bringing peace and goodwill to others, usually by spreading the gospel. We hear testimony, for example, from a worried mother who discovers that “enlarge my territory” means that her kids will accompany her to Sunday School. This entails, of course, a more-than-literal interpretation of “territory,” which brings to mind those Church Fathers mentioned above. Surely, if they had noticed the prayer of Jabez, they would have offered allegorical, analogical, and symbolic interpretations in addition to a literal reading; they too might have argued that “enlarge my territory,” especially when voiced by an “honorable” man such as Jabez, meant “enlarge the glory of God.” 
As for those few who recite the Jabez prayer, or any prayer, out of selfish motives, one trusts that if the prayer is unworthy, God will not answer it. One also prays that those who ask blessings for themselves will do the same for their neighbors. It should be noted, however, that the impulse to ask God for help “for success on a school test, a marriage proposal, a commercial venture” is natural, healthy, and hardly limited to our reportedly narcissistic culture. Consider, for example, this prayer for success in gathering seaweed, collected in the nineteenth century on a remote Scottish isle by the peripatetic anthropologist Alexander Carmichael and included in his Carmina Gadelica:

The people watch and hope and pray for the coming of seaweed, and are anxious at the prospect of impending famine. When the seaweed comes they rejoice and sing hymns of praise to the gracious God of the sea who has heard their prayers:

Seaweed being cast on shore, 
Bestow, Thou Being of bestowal; 
Produce being brought to wealth, 
O Christ, grant me my share!
Discomfort with the promised results of the prayer. 
Few commentators have addressed this issue, and yet I believe it is the only serious objection to The Prayer of Jabez. “God really does have unclaimed blessings waiting for you,” writes Wilkinson, and few who believe in God and His love for mankind will disagree. But what sort of blessings? Christianity teaches that our final destiny is holiness: “Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). This perfection is not won without suffering and sacrifice, as the testimony of two thousand years of saintly attainment bears witness. The Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it succinctly: “There is no holiness without renunciation and spiritual battle. Spiritual progress entails the ascesis and mortification that gradually lead to living in the peace and joy of the Beatitudes.” 

The Prayer of Jabez hints at the mysterious value of suffering, for instance in Wilkinson’s warnings against spiritual pride, but the message is never spelled out. The abiding assumption seems to be that “blessings” means worldly wealth and happiness, albeit in the service of God. But who would hogtie the Almighty in this way? Every spring the Church celebrates the feast day of Justin Martyr, whose very name proclaims the redemptive suffering bestowed by God. Blessings, it seems, can come in many forms. The Bible doesn’t tell us if Jabez had undergone a similar trial of suffering and self-sacrifice, but curiously enough, his name, like Justin’s, strongly suggests it. A number of scholars have pointed out that Jabez (y‘btz) is a play on b‘tzb, the Hebrew word for pain. As Sara Japhet unpacks the prayer in her I & II Chronicles: A Commentary (1993), the boy’s given name was actually Jazeb, which his mother distorted in “an intentional mispronunciation . . . as an urgent plea to God to avert the name’s inherent dangers.” (See also page 26)
Thus Jabez, a man whose adopted name constitutes in itself a petitionary prayer and who, despite the affliction of his accursed birth-name, grows “more honorable than his brothers” ”that is to say, closer to holiness. By what means could Jabez’s virtue have grown, if not by the inevitable path of the saints? God has blessed Jabez and granted him his prayer, but this blessing must have entailed genuine metanoia, with its concomitant suffering. As Kierkegaard reminds us, “Prayer does not change God, but it changes him who prays.” So, too, I suspect, the Jabez prayer may change us all, in ways easy or hard to swallow, but always to the greater glory of God. 

Prayer of Jabez

http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=314400 CATHOLIC, AGAINST
March 18, 2002

I have heard that EWTN has suggested that the book Prayer of Jabez is not to be practiced - is this true - I read the book promoted by a Christian friend and I really enjoyed the book and have the calendar and pray the prayer every morning. What is it that you are objecting to?
Thanks so much for your answer in advance. -Marty Purvis
Please see below an article written by Catholic apologist James Akin regarding The Prayer of Jabez. -Jan Wakelin

The Prayer of Jabez by James Akin

The prayer of Jabez is a minor prayer by a minor figure in a minor part of the Bible. The Prayer of Jabez is a major bestseller that is a major component of a major Evangelical marketing campaign. Nine million copies sold. Top of the New York Times bestseller list. Numerous spin-off products. Everything but Prayer of Jabez Happy Meals. The core product is the overpriced, undersized book The Prayer of Jabez: Breaking through to the Blessed Life, by Protestant minister Bruce Wilkinson. (At ten bucks for 92 tiny pages, this is basically a hardcover edition of one of Wilkinson's talks.) Wilkinson claims that a number of years ago he began to pray daily a short prayer of the biblical figure Jabez and, in response, God poured out abundant blessings on him. So now he encourages others to pray the prayer daily in expectation that God will bless them, too.

"Jabez Who?" You may be asking "Who is this Jabez guy?" There's a good reason you probably haven't heard of him: He is a very minor figure mentioned only in passing in the giant, nine-chapter genealogy that begins 1 Chronicles. Everything we know about Jabez (Hebrew: Ya`bets) is in just two verses in the middle of the genealogy. Ironically, it doesn't name his parents or his children. The verses are just stuck in there. Here are the verses in the translation Wilkinson: "Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, 'Because I bore him in pain.' And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!' So God granted him what he requested" (1 Chr. 4:9-10, NKJV). 
That's it. That's all we know. So let's look at the text, Wilkinson interpretation, and the Jabez phenomenon.

"More Honorable"? Key to Wilkinson's thesis is the idea that Jabez was more honorable than those around him and that by copying his prayer we, too, will be more honorable and will be blessed by God. It should be noted, however, that the premise that this is built on-the idea that Jabez was more honorable-is rather iffy in the Hebrew text. The Hebrew word in question -nikbad- would normally be translated as saying that Jabez was more "honored" than his brethren-i.e., more famous, more respected, more noteworthy, not necessarily more virtuous.

"I bore him in pain" 
Wilkinson tell us that "In Hebrew, the word Jabez means 'pain.' A literal rendering could read, 'He causes (or will cause) pain'" (p. 20). This isn't true. The relevant Hebrew word for pain is `otsev ("sorrow," "pain," "hurt"), and it is not possible to give a literal rendering of the name. It is clearly intended in the text to be a pun on the word for sorrow, but like many Hebrew pun-names, it can't be given a literal translation. All one can say is that Ya`bets sounds a bit like `otsev and that there is a pun going on in the passage. (This is clearer when the words are spelled in the Hebrew alphabet; Ya`bets contains all of the consonants of `otsev-ayin, bet, and tsadhe - but in a different order.)

"Called on the God of Israel" One thing that Jabez devotees don't give full weight to is the fact that the text stresses who Jabez was praying to: "the God of Israel." This was no unimportant thing. It is easy for us to forget this in a day in which half of the human race are monotheists, but in the ancient world there were a lot of people worshipping other deities, even in Israel itself. For this reason, it may be that Jabez was special not because of what he was praying for but who he was praying to. Part of why he was singled out for mention because he resisted the temptation to worship other gods and made his vows to the God of Israel. We should also note that the text does not say that Jabez prayed the prayer daily, as Wilkinson encourages. In fact, it doesn't even say that he prayed it regularly. He may have only prayed it once. Why would he be famous for a prayer said once? Because it may actually be a vow. This possibility is clearer in other translations. 
For example, Young's Literal Translation renders the first part of the prayer as: "If blessing Thou dost bless me . . ."
Noted Old Testament commentator C. F. Keil sees it as a vow in which the conditions of the vow are spelled out but not the corresponding promise. I.e., he is saying "'If Thou wilt bless me, and enlarge my coast, and Thy hand shall be with me, and Thou wilt keep evil far off, not to bring sorrow to me,'-without the conclusion, Then I vow to do this or that (cf. Gen. 28:20f), but with the remark that God granted him that which he requested." Keil adds: "The reason of this is probably that the vow had acquired importance sufficient to make it worthy of being handed down only from God's having so fulfilled his wish, that his life became a contradiction of his name; the son of sorrow having been free from pain in life, and having attained to greater happiness and reputation than his brothers" (Keil & Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, 3:88).

A Spiritual Paragon? 
While Jabez is noteworthy to the Chronicler, it is not clear we are meant to see him as a paragon of spirituality. He certainly isn't one from a modern perspective. His prayer is basically is a prayer of self-interest. He begins by asking "that you would bless me indeed." There's nothing wrong with that. Every petitionary prayer asks God for some blessing, either for ourselves or others. In this case, he's praying for himself. That's fine, too. God wants us to pray for our personal needs. That's why the Our Father includes things like "give us this day our daily bread." But God also wants us to pray for others. In the Our Father we pray collectively, for both ourselves and others: "give us . . . forgive us . . . lead us." The paragon of spirituality is to go beyond praying for the members of one's group and to pray even for one's enemies (Matt. 5:44). Jabez doesn't do any of that. He doesn't pray for anybody but himself-at least not in his one recorded prayer. That doesn't make Jabez a bad guy. And I'm sure in his regular prayer life he did pray for other people. But the point is: In the one prayer he is famous for, he doesn't pray for anyone but himself. That's not bad; that's just not super-spiritual.

"Enlarge my territory" 
Attempting to make Jabez sound more spiritual, Wilkinson says that in making the petition for more territory Jabez "wanted more influence, more responsibility, and more opportunity to make a mark for the God of Israel" (p. 30, emphasis in original). This allows Wilkinson to tell his readers that in repeating this clause "you ask God to enlarge your life so you can make a greater impact for him" (ibid.). As exegesis, this is wishful thinking. There is nothing in the text indicating Jabez wanted "to make a mark for God" or "to make a greater impact for him." The vocabulary Wilkinson uses is late-twentieth century Evangelical. It's totally anachronistic. The motive he attributes to Jabez is similarly anachronistic. The ancient Hebrew manner of praying would more naturally ask God to show his greatness by doing great things for the petitioner, not ask him to do great things for the petitioner so that the petitioner could have more influence for him. While Jabez's petition could be a literal request for more land (a very common concern in ancient Israel) or as a metaphor for more influence, in either case he, Jabez, is meant to be the beneficiary. It is not credible to imagine a man of this culture, in this era, with this set of self-interested petitions is praying for more land or influence so that God may be the beneficiary.

"That I may not cause pain"? 
Jabez's self-interested petitions continue as he asks that God's hand would be with him-a common Old Testament metaphor for success. Then he prays "that you would keep me from evil that I may not cause pain!" Wilkinson seems to interpret this as meaning, roughly, "Keep me from sinning so that I may not hurt others." That would be a more spiritual interpretation than what is likely, however. Jabez almost certainly meant "Keep me from harm so that I may not be hurt." 
Wilkinson's interpretation is facilitated by the fact that he is using the New King James Version, which normally is quite a good translation. But here it's rendering is totally idiosyncratic. While it is grammatically possible to translate the word `atsbi as "I may cause pain", it is also possible to translate it as "pain may be caused to me." The overwhelming majority of Bible translations render the petition along these lines: "that you would keep me from harm that it may not pain me," punning on Jabez's name. This makes far more sense. "Keep me from sinning so that I won't hurt others" may be a sentiment among Evangelicals today, but it is anachronistic here. "Keep me from harm so I won't get hurt" is a much more likely petition from an ancient Hebrew who's name sounds like the word for "hurt."

What's the significance? 
Why is Jabez significant enough to be mentioned in Scripture? It would seem that he was well known at a certain period in Israel's history as a man who prayed to God and lived a good life in spite of the fact that his name sounds like the word for pain. It may be that he made a vow to God in which he punned on his name and his family passed down the memory. It may be that he simply prayed in a way which punned on his name. It also may be that he is noteworthy in part because he, unlike many in his age, worshipped the God of Israel. Either way, while he is worth noting, he isn't a spiritual giant. However clever a twist he puts on the end of his prayer, it is self-interest from front to back. There is nothing wrong with that, but it isn't profoundly spiritual.

Having a sense of proportion Can Catholics pray the Jabez prayer? Well, sure. There isn't anything wrong with the prayer itself. However, I have a problem with Wilkinson encouraging people to say it on a daily basis as if God will uniquely reward this prayer. In his book he even speaks of people "Making Jabez Mine" and experiencing "the Jabez blessing." There is no such thing as "the Jabez blessing" for people to experience. God has made no such promise, and inflating a microscopic Old Testament character with modern, Madison Avenue, Evangelical ad-speak does not create one. The Jabez phenomenon reeks of manufactured spirituality. The book is part of "The BreakThrough Series," which includes Wilkinson's other books Experiencing Spiritual Breakthroughs and 30 Days to Experiencing Spiritual Breakthroughs-as if such events could be mechanically produced on schedule by using the spiritual equivalent of a diet plan, rather than being rather than being graces God grants according to his will and timetable. My suspicion is that Jabez has taken off the way it has in Evangelical circles for three reasons: 
(1) Evangelicals are starved for the kind of daily devotions that Catholics already have plenty of, (2) it represents a toned-down version of the "health & wealth" gospel that appeals to human nature, and (3) Multnomah has dumped a ton of advertising money into the project. So while I'm all for giving Jabez his due-he was a noteworthy guy or else Scripture wouldn't mention him-I'm also for keeping a sense of proportion: If he were someone Christians should make a daily part of their prayer lives, he'd get more than two verses. 
Catholic Critics Question Evangelical ‘Prayer of Jabez’ Phenomenon
http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/catholic_critics_question_evangelical_prayer_of_jabez_phenomenon/ CATHOLIC, AGAINST
By Tim Drake, October 28, 2001

The prayer itself, hidden among the huge genealogy of 1 Chronicles, escapes notice. But the book The Prayer of Jabez: Breaking Through to the Blessed Life can't be ignored. It has become a multimillion-dollar publishing phenomenon.
Not only has the book by Bruce H. Wilkinson sold more than 8.5 million copies to date, but it has also spawned a Jabez devotional, Jabez Bible study, Jabez video and audiotapes and Jabez merchandise. Now, a series of at least seven spinoff books for children, teens and women are forthcoming.

It is a phenomenon fueled largely by the book's believers, such as currently reigning Miss Minnesota, Kari Knuttila, a Catholic who credits the prayer, in part, for her title.

“My mother had given me the book and a prayer card before the statewide competition. I read a couple of chapters each night and finished the book on the day of the pageant,” said Knuttila. “The book made me think about expanding my territory and what I could do as Miss Minnesota.”

Stories such as Knuttila's fill the publisher's Web page.

Bill Mintiens, brand director for Wilkinson's products with Multnomah Publishers, credits word of mouth and “pass-along value” for the success of the book. “Once someone was touched by the book, they either recommended it or gave their book to someone else,” he said. “That fueled the fire of people buying many, many copies of the book.”

The Rev. Pete Brisco, senior pastor of Bent Tree Bible Fellowship in Carrollton, Texas, ordered 4,000 copies of the book to give to every family for the church's 25th anniversary. “My desire was that we be a praying church,” he said. “I just think the prayer of Jabez is a great way to order prayer.”

“People are not excited about the book,” author Bruce Wilkinson has said. “They're excited about what happens to them when they pray Jabez. They get a whole new vision of what can happen to them. God can bless them a whole lot, but they must ask for it.”

From Judah to Dallas
The prayer, found in 1 Chronicles 4:9-10, interrupts the naming of different branches of the tribe of Judah and reads, in the translation used by the book, “Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother named him Jabez, saying, ‘I gave birth to him in pain.’ Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, ‘Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.’ And God granted his request.”

The prayer is one that Wilkinson, founder of Walk Thru the Bible Ministries, has prayed since 1972 when he was a student at Dallas Theological Seminary. In the book, Wilkinson explains how the prayer has blessed his own ministry. The book is only the first in a three-part series being published by Multnomah.

Not everyone, however, is heaping praise upon the book. “It is a minor prayer by a minor figure from a minor part of the Bible,” said James Akin, senior apologist with Catholic Answers. Among his criticisms, he cites the book's incorrect translation and faulty exegesis.

Akin points out that Wilkinson uses the New King James Version of the Bible — the only translation which makes Jabez's prayer appear more selfless than it actually may have been.

“The exegesis that Wilkinson offers, both at the translation level and the interpretation level, is bad,” said Akin. “In both cases he uses options that best suit the picture he wishes to create even though they are not supported by the evidence.”

As a case in point, Akin suggested that “Wilkinson's spiritualizing elements of the prayer, such as ‘let me have more influence than you,’ is a very foreign concept in the ancient Hebrew mind-set. The point of the prayer may very well be that Jabez was praying to the God of Israel rather than some other god or idol,” added Akin.

Others, such as fellow Catholic Answers' apologist Jan Wakelin, are concerned with the prayer's emphasis on material wealth.

“Simply put, God favors those who ask,” Wilkinson writes. “He holds back nothing from those who want and earnestly long for what he wants.”

“It smacks a little of the Prosperity Gospel,” said Wakelin. “What about atheists who have been blessed with wealth they never asked for?”

Gospel of Self

The Prosperity Gospel dates back to the Word of Faith and Christian Science movement founded by Mary Baker Eddy and popularized by Norman Vincent Peale. The movement fell into decline with the fall of televangelists Jim Bakker and Oral Roberts.

Mintiens disagreed with such a characterization. “People that put the book into the prosperity doctrine box have simply not read the book.”

Countered Akin, “There is nothing bad about the prayer itself, but making it the central part of people's spiritual life fundamentally misunderstands the prayer's presence in the Bible and elevates it to a stature that Scripture does not intend it to have.”

He said its massive marketing effort is successful because of “an absence of ritual prayer in Protestantism. It is an attempt to manufacture blessing and spirituality through a form of ritual prayer that Protestants are typically deprived of.”

The prayer has also led to the publication of both a parody and a critique. HarperSanFrancisco recently published “Praying like Jesus: The Lord's Prayer in a Culture of Prosperity.” Written by American Baptist minister James Mulholland, it challenges the overwhelmingly popular pattern prayer exemplified by the prayer of Jabez.

“In a materialistic, self-centered culture,” writes Mulholland, “such a prayer will always be attractive. Unfortunately, when we reduce prayer to gaining blessing, we make prayer a device — a tool designed to manipulate God. The better the tool, the more blessing we receive.

“Blessing, rather than being an attribute of God, becomes a commodity sold in the marketplace of religious culture.”

Tim Drake is the editor of www.catholic.net and writes from St. Cloud, Minnesota.

What’s wrong with The Prayer of Jabez?

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=13273 CATHOLIC, AGAINST
By Susan Brinkmann, March 26, 2012
I was at a conference recently and one of the attendees said she kept the prayer of Jabez affixed to her bathroom mirror and wanted to know if this prayer is okay.

There’s nothing at all wrong with using a verse of scripture to pray, but how you pray with it can be a problem. The prayer of Jabez is a perfect example.
First of all, here’s the prayer of Jabez straight from the Bible:

“‘Oh that you may truly bless me and extend my boundaries! Help me and make me free of misfortune, without pain!’ And God granted his prayer.” (1 Chronicles 4:10)

According to Bruce Wilkinson, a Protestant minister and the author of the best-selling book, The Prayer of Jabez: Breaking Through to the Blessed Life, if a person repeats this prayer exactly the way it is written every day for two weeks it will change their life.

This is how the prayer is hyped on the book’s back cover: “Do you want to be extravagantly blessed by God? Are you ready to reach for the extraordinary? To ask God for the abundant blessings He longs to give you? Join Bruce Wilkinson to discover how the remarkable prayer of a little-known Bible hero can release God’s favor, power, and protection. You’ll see how one daily prayer can help you leave the past behind—and break through to the life you were meant to live.”

In the Preface to the book, Wilkinson writes: “I want to teach you how to pray a daring prayer that God always answers. It is brief—only one sentence with four parts—and tucked away in the Bible, but I believe it contains they key to a life of extraordinary favor with God. This petition has radically changed what I expect from God and what I experience every day by His power. In fact, thousands of believers who are applying its truths are seeing miracles happen on a regular basis.”

Of course his website is full of glowing testimonials because everyone who claims to have some kind of special insight into the workings of God – aka Gnostics – always manages to accrue a legion of faithful followers.

But as you can probably guess, there is a whole lot wrong with Wilkinson’s concept, not least of which is his very faulty interpretation of scripture.

First of all, Scripture tells us nothing more than that Jabez was an honorable man who asked God for help and received it. It does not even remotely imply that Jabez used the right combination of words and said them the right number of times in order to induce God to do his bidding. Prayer just doesn’t work that way, as we all know. God wants us to ask Him for our needs, but we’re to leave the granting of those desires up to the will of our Creator.

Second, if Jabez’s prayer was so magical, why isn’t it mentioned anywhere else in Scripture? Why didn’t Jesus teach this prayer to his apostles when they asked Him to teach them how to pray? Why did He teach them the Our Father instead, a prayer which specifically calls upon us to pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”?
Wilkinson claims the prayer of Jabez is “a brilliant but little understood strategy for . . . a blessed life” (page 63) which Jabez was able to figure out. Again, nowhere is this supported in Scripture.

The book contains other worrisome claims, such as telling people that when they take “little steps, you don’t need God” but when you take big steps which are beyond our ability to accomplish, then “you release miracles” (page 44). This sounds a whole lot like tempting God to me.

According to Wilkinson, your success in life depends upon whether or not you’ve figured out the formula of Jabez. “You can hang the Jabez prayer on the wall of every room in your house and nothing will happen. It’s only what you believe will happen and therefore do next that will release God’s power for you and bring about a life change. But when you act, you will step up to God’s best for you.”

Again, none of this has any basis in Scripture.

Additionally, believing we can achieve all kinds of blessings and success just by repeating a set formula every day for a designated amount of time wreaks of superstition. There’s a much finer line than most are comfortable with between religious devotions and superstitions. For example, we really don’t need to plant a St. Joseph statue in the front lawn to sell our house – a simple prayer to him will do. Putting a statue of Mary in the window won’t ward off bad weather – but we can certainly ask for her intercession for a nice day. One action represents superstition, the other faith.

So what about the prayer of Jabez. Can Catholics say this prayer?

” . . . (S)ure,” writes Jimmy Akin of Catholic Answers.  “There isn’t anything wrong with the prayer itself. The problem is Wilkinson telling people they should say it daily, expecting God to uniquely reward this prayer. There is no such thing as ‘the Jabez blessing.’ God made no such promise, and inflating a microscopic Old Testament character with modern, Madison-Avenue, Evangelical ad-speak does not create one.”

Health and Wealth—or the Cross?
http://www.catholic.com/magazine/articles/health-and-wealth%E2%80%94or-the-cross CATHOLIC, AGAINST
By Jim Blackburn, This Rock, Volume 20, No. 7

Prior to Jesus’ coming, the Jewish people expected an earthly king who would bring them freedom and prosperity. "When the people saw the sign which he had done, they said, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world!’ Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself" (John 6:14-15).
The Catechism explains, "Jesus accepted his rightful title of Messiah, though with some reserve because it was understood by some of his contemporaries in too human a sense, as essentially political" (CCC 439).

Jesus did offer redemption to his followers—but not in the way they expected. Those who hold the Jewish faith today still fail to recognize their promised messiah, holding out for someone more focused on this world. Unfortunately, many Christians today also fail to understand Jesus

Assurances of Abundance?

Recently, a caller to Catholic Answers Live asked me whether Jesus promised a comfortable, prosperous life to every faithful follower when he said, "Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?" (Matthew 6:26). Properly understood, this verse metaphorically concerns God’s provision in things eternal, not temporal. But the caller embraced a more literal interpretation, wondering how poverty could exist among Christ’s followers.

If this thinking exists among some Catholics today, it is even more prevalent among non-Catholic Christians.

Popular Houston pastor Joel Osteen, who preaches to millions on television each week, states on his Web site (joelosteen.com), "as children of God, we are overcomers and more than conquerors and God intends for each of us to experience the abundant life he has in store for us." Osteen believes this abundance is promised to us in this life. Similarly, televangelist Benny Hinn’s Web site (bennyhinn.org) promises that "Deliverance from sickness is provided for in the atonement and is the privilege of all believers." Many other televangelists preach comparable messages. But it doesn’t stop there.

Bruce Wilkinson’s best-selling book The Prayer of Jabez begins with this statement: "The little book you’re holding is about what happens when ordinary Christians decide to reach for an extraordinary life—which, as it turns out, is exactly the kind God promises" (9). 
Wilkinson develops his argument for prosperous life on earth based on this single verse from the Old Testament: "Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, ‘Oh that thou wouldst bless me and enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldst keep me from harm so that it might not hurt me!’ And God granted what he asked" (1 Chronicles 4:10).

Countless of these so-called "health and wealth Gospel" preachers assure their followers that God will pamper them if they will simply ask and trust in God to do it. Scripture verses commonly offered as proof-texts for such promises include:

( [W]ith his stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)

(He took our infirmities and bore our diseases. (Matthew 8:17)

(I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. (John 10:10)

(You do not have, because you do not ask. (James 4:2)

(Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in health. (3 John 2)

These passages are isolated from their context and then taught as promises of earthly health and wealth for Christians. But is this what Jesus promised? Should his disciples really expect carefree lives of leisure?

Not in This Lifetime

A good way to start answering these questions is to take a look at Jesus’ own life as well as the lives of his earliest followers. When we do, it becomes clear that they did not live such pampered lives themselves.

(Jesus said, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head" (Matthew 8:20).

(Peter said, "I have no silver and gold" (Acts 3:6).

(Paul wrote, "To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and homeless" (1 Corinthians 4:11).And "if we have food and clothing, with these we shall be content" (1 Timothy 6:8).

These hardly sound like wealthy individuals! And consider that Paul wrote to the Galatians, "it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached the gospel to you at first" (Galatians 4:13), and to Timothy, "use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments" (1 Timothy 5:23). Do these sound like men who enjoyed perfect health?

In fact, Scripture paints a very different picture about what Christians should expect. Rather than prosperous earthly lives such as that which the first-century Jews were expecting from the Messiah, Jesus’ promises are for the eternal lives that "no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, [which] God has prepared for those who love him" (1 Corinthians 2:9).

Jesus taught,

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . . do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? (Mt 6:19-20; 25)

John wrote,

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world passes away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. (1 John 2:15-17)

And Paul taught similarly,

There is great gain in godliness with contentment; for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world . . . those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and hurtful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all evils. . . (1 Timothy 6:6-10)

Clearly, Christians should not expect the treasures of unfailing health and fabulous wealth in this life. That is not to say that a faithful Christian cannot be graced with such blessings—indeed, some are. But we should not expect it. Jesus did not promise such blessings in this life, and we are not owed them.

Glory in Suffering

When faced with difficulties, we may ask God to remove them from our lives, but we should never presume that he will. In fact, it is quite possible that he will allow us to continue to suffer so that good may come from it. St. Paul recognized this when he wrote of a difficulty he faced in his own life:

[A] thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities; for when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

Paul saw opportunity in dealing with difficulties—opportunity to find strength in Christ and, therefore, to glorify him, leading to his own ultimate glory in the salvation Christ offers.

Other Bible passages convey this same idea:

([H]e who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for my sake will find it. (Matthew 10:38-39)

([We are] fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. (Rom 8:17-18)

(For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake. (Philemon 1:29)
([F]or a little while you may have to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold which though perishable is tested by fire, may redound to praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Without having seen him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy. As the outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls. (1 Pt 1:6-9)

This is true love of God, to suffer willingly for his sake. The most good ever accomplished in this world was accomplished through suffering—the suffering of God himself on the cross. Jesus said, "Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends" (John 15:13)—and he did just that for us.

Treasure in Heaven

Through our own suffering we can show Jesus our love for him. We can fulfill the greatest commandment—"love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind" (Mt 22:37). Suffering provides us the opportunity to love God.

But the value of suffering can go even further; it can be an opportunity to love others as well—an opportunity to fulfill the second greatest commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself" (Mt 22:39).

Paul wrote, "Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church" (Col 1:24). Paul recognized that, through his own suffering, he was loving others—the body of Christ, the Church.

The Catechism explains it this way:

The cross is the unique sacrifice of Christ, the one mediator between God and men. But because in his incarnate divine person he has in some way united himself to every man, the possibility of being made partners, in a way known to God, in the paschal mystery is offered to all men. He calls his disciples to take up their cross and follow him, for Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example so that we should follow in his steps. In fact Jesus desires to associate with his redeeming sacrifice those who were to be its first beneficiaries. (CCC 618)

So, ultimately, suffering—whether it be in sickness, poverty, or other worldly trials—can be of much more value in this earthly life than perfect health, great wealth, or any other treasures this temporal world may offer. When viewed from this perspective, we see opportunities in the sufferings we face—opportunities to be more fully united with God.
Praying like Jabez?
[Book Review of The Prayer of Jabez by Bruce Wilkinson]

http://www.letusreason.org/BookR5.htm 
This book is a small 41/2 by 63/4 hardcover book having 92 small pages with approximately 150 words per page. But don’t let its small size fool you it has been having a big influence on Christians everywhere. The Prayer of Jabez has become an instant success, having sold one million copies in February 2001 alone, the internet site for the booklists lists altogether four million sold so far. It is in the top 10 bestsellers, the winner of non-fiction at the retailers’ choice awards. Recently when Wilkinson was a guest on Focus on the Family March 5 2001 Dobson gave an endorsement to The Prayer of Jabez.

Bruce Wilkinson, is the president and founder of Walk Thru the Bible Ministries based in Atlanta. He is a known speaker at many evangelical and ecumenical events. Wilkinson founded Walk Thru the Bible Ministries while he was a student at Dallas Seminary in 1976. They now have a teaching faculty today of 120 in North America and 2,000 lay instructors worldwide. Wilkinson is the author of numerous books. His Talk Thru the Bible written with Ken Boa is over a 500 page book which I found to be a good resource for an historical overview for Bible study. He has also written other books which I have not read, Experiencing Spiritual Breakthroughs, 7 Laws of the Learner, Almost Every Answer for Practically Any Teacher! Personal Holiness in Times of Temptation, Victory Over Temptation. 
http://www.prayerofjabez.com/AboutBruceWilkinson.html

The prayer of Jabez which Wilkinson wrote his book on is found in 1 Chronicles 4:9-10: “And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow. And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he requested.”

I do find that some of what Wilkinson has written has merit “we are expected to attempt something large enough that failure is guaranteed ...unless God steps in.” (p.47) Or in encouraging people to use their gifts “Whatever our gifts, education, or vocation might be, our calling is to do God’s work on earth” He goes on to say that living out our faith it is a Christians job. There are other statements that admonish us to press on. So why write a review that may find flaws in praying Wilkinson’s prayer of Jabez? The problem is what he offers as the solution to accomplish this. There are some good statements in the book, however it contains even more flawed counsel in it. This is more influential than any good.

In the Preface to the book, Wilkinson writes:  “I want to teach you how to pray a daring prayer that God always answers. It is brief—only one sentence with four parts—and tucked away in the Bible, but I believe it contains the key to a life of extraordinary favor with God. This petition has radically changed what I expect from God and what I experience every day by His power. In fact, thousands of believers who are applying its truths are seeing miracles happen on a regular basis.”
So we see three things he has stated that are written in stone. It is a prayer God ALWAYS answers. Wow! It (the prayer) contains the key to a life of extraordinary favor with God. And we will see miracles happen on a regular basis from this key passage. This is quite an assessment of an obscure prayer from the Old Testament, and is nonsense, as no single passage contains “the key to a life of extraordinary favor with God.”   

Wilkinson says he has said this (key) prayer for thirty years every day. “The next morning, I prayed Jabez's prayer word for word. And the next. And the next. Thirty years later, I haven't stopped. If you were to ask me what sentence—other than my prayer for salvation—has revolutionized my life and ministry the most, I would tell you it was the cry of a gimber named Jabez.” (p. 11).  Why has he held off giving us this incredible discovery for that many years? If you had a prayer that was answered within a few years of praying wouldn't you tell everyone?

On the back-cover it reads:  “Do you want to be extravagantly blessed by God? Are you ready to reach for the extraordinary? To ask God for the abundant blessings He longs to give you? Join Bruce Wilkinson to discover how the remarkable prayer of a little-known Bible hero can release God's favor, power, and protection. You'll see how one daily prayer can help you leave the past behind—and break through to the life you were meant to live.”

From the start of the book the reader is being offered a method for success in their spiritual life by one daily prayer. This is a very bold statement that Wilkinson needs to prove from scripture. Instead he proves it from personal experiences through testimonies. The reason for this is obvious. Because no one prayed Jabez’ prayer in the scripture except for one person, Jabez. Wilkinson offers himself and his ministry as the testimony of “almost shocking evidence of what God's grace and Jabez praying can do” (p. 89). Well I’m happy that his ministry has expanded so much, but could it be that it’s God’s grace and not due to any discovered prayer formula of Jabez? We need to be careful that we do not attribute to God what may be just pragmatism.

In his prior book “Talk Thru the Bible” on chapters 1-9 of 1 Chronicles where the prayer of Jabez is found he writes it is “the most comprehensive genealogical tables in the bible. They trace the family tree of David and Israel as a whole, but in a highly selective manner.” “They demonstrate God’s keeping of his covenant a promises in maintaining the Davidic line through the centuries.” This is the very point of Jabez’ prayer being answered. The linage shows God’s grace who was in the lineage of Judah’s line. We are told by some scholars that family branches of this line were identified by geographical locations. Some think the city of Jabez is related to him. So when Jabez asks for an extension of his coast it may be related to 1 Chronicles 2:55 “And the families of the scribes who dwelt at Jabez were the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, and the Suchathites. These were the Kenites who came from Hammath, the father of the house of Rechab.”

On pg.10 of the prayer of Jabez Wilkinson states how he wanted to be a gimber like Jabez. Certainly there’s nothing wrong with this in and of itself. However he begins to speculate “What exactly did Jabez do to rise above the rest? ...Why did God answer his prayer?” This is the only place we have Jabez mentioned so there is nowhere else to go to find an answer. The Bible gives principles for one to live by, in this we see Jabez was fulfilling them as it says Jabez was a more honorable man than others: there’s his answer. Jabez asked God to bless him, because he rose above his brothers in trying to do what is right and God answered him. It’s an example of God providing and caring for His chosen people- keeping his covenant with them. Jabez did not discover some forgotten truth but walked in God’s revealed truth. God by his sovereignty answered him. The focus of Jabez’s prayer is on God and His provision and protection. God did not answer Jabez' request because said the right thing or prayed this repetitively for years.  God answered his request as he had done with so many others who went before him. This is not accepted by Wilkinson, for he makes Jabez into an immaculate example of all those who prayed in the Old Testament. From this premise he goes even further away from what prayer is actually supposed to be.

The first thing we need to understand is that Jabez did not continually pray this, especially for thirty years or through his lifetime. But Wilkinson did and he recommends that you do too. “I challenge you to make the Jabez prayer for blessing part of the daily fabric of your life. To do that, I encourage you to follow unwaveringly the plan outlined here for the next thirty days. By the end of that time, you'll be noticing significant changes in your life, and the prayer will be on its way to becoming a treasured, lifelong habit.” (p. 86).

Wilkinson thinks he discovered something that he wants to share to all. If we'll just pray the prayer of Jabez, word-for-word, every day for a month we'll see God's blessing and power in our lives. To Wilkinson, the answer isn't found in any choice of God of when or how He is to answer Jabez’s prayer. The key is that Jabez learned the right formula for asking things of God. Wilkinson implies a cause and effect action that is guaranteed, ask this way and wait until you see the results.  This discovery all New Testament believers are to imitate. The emphasis is on Jabez finding the correct method in prayer, instead of on God His Sovereign will and purpose for our lives.

“Just under the surface of each request lies a giant paradigm breaker” (p.14) Wilkinson's book the Prayer of Jabez becomes the key to unlock the success that God has for all of us, as he recommends us to “reread this little book once each week during the next month, asking God to show you important insights that you may have missed.”(p.87) “You can hang the Jabez prayer on the wall of every room in your house and nothing will happen. It's only what you believe will happen and therefore do next that will release God’s power for you and bring about a life change.” (p.87)

This is due to the one who answers the prayer not from the prayer itself. This is what word/faith teaching promotes, believe and it will happen. In the CBD (Christian Book Distributors) catalogue (fall 2001) it advertises the book as, “Discover how to release the miraculous power of God in your life. Wilkinson introduces you to Jabez, whose audacious one sentence prayer brought him extraordinary blessings...” 
The Prayer of Jabez for children states, “show you kids how they can accomplish BIG things for God!” (They have it for teen too). The wording of these ads sums up their view of the book; releasing God's power by a certain prayer, to OUR accomplishing big things for him this becomes man centered. Besides the prayer of Jabez being on coffee mugs, Bible book covers, medallions, towels and now we now have a cross with the prayer of Jabez on it; which I think is sacrilegious.

Wilkinson breaks Jabez’ prayer up into four parts and presents us a formula within a formula “Jabez's last request is a brilliant but little-understood strategy for sustaining a blessed life” (p. 63). Did Jabez find some secret that would guarantee God’s blessing to all?  Wilkinson certainly presents this fact as those who pray Jabez's prayer will receive and those who don't will miss it.

Wilkinson's own theological perspective is inserted and molds his Jabez prayer to go beyond what Jesus told us to pray like. In Mt. 6:5-13 (also Lk.11:2-4), Jesus gives us the manner on how to pray: “And when you pray, do not use VAIN REPETITIONS as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words.” Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.” In this manner, therefore, pray: our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”

There are only a few similarities of Jabez’ prayer and the manner that Jesus asked us to pray. Both address God, both ask deliverance from evil, but then there are some vast differences. Jesus meant “pray after this manner.” Jesus' prayer was a guide for us to follow as we talk openly from the heart to God. He did not mean to say these exact words as Catholics interpret it, nor that we should repeat it minute after minute or day after day (word for word) thinking then God will then hear and answer us. When this is done our words which are supposed to be from the heart become less meaningful.  “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” Is important as God’s will is not the same for everyone. “Give us this day our daily bread” is also important as he does not tell us to bless us beyond what we can imagine but give us our needs each and every day. Shortly after, Jesus corrected the people in this same sermon by saying “Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' “For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.” But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Mt. 6:31-33) He gave no specific prayer to receive all God has for us, we asked only to follow him and walk in his ways and God will meet our needs.

James 5:16 says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” Jabez's prayer was one of a righteous man, as were many others, but it was not the prayer itself that accomplished the answer.  To me Wilkinson seems to be presenting Jabez's prayer as a sanctified incantation that can guarantee us blessings. On p.15 he states “I want to show you just how dramatically each of Jabez’s requests can release something miraculous in your life.” On pg.16 Wilkinson cites men who have prayed the same prayer of Jabez for 15, 10 and 5 years with similar results.

I find the real problem with Wilkinson’s concept is not in Jabez’s prayer in and of itself but in what he explains will happen from ones praying it. The prayer was not wrong for Jabez, but if used the way Wilkinson portrays it he is then making it a means to an end. It is like one word faith teacher put it, “writing your own ticket with God.” The problem is that people who are looking for a neatly packaged regiment latch onto formulas offered under the guise of biblical stories. I can't completely fault Wilkinson for saying this as he is only appealing to state of the church today.

The offer he presents goes like this “Think of it this way: Instead of standing near the river's edge, asking for a cup of water to get you through each day, you'll do something unthinkable you will take the little prayer with the giant prize and jump into the river! At that moment, you will begin to let the loving currents of God's grace and power carry you along. God's great plan for you will surround you and sweep you forward into the profoundly important and satisfying life He has waiting. If that is what you want, keep reading.” (p.17)  Are we standing at the river’s edge grateful for the crumbs? 
Actually I have found more people today think that they deserve it all then not. But we need to be careful of making any prayer a sanctified mantra. The true test would be to try this with a whole population that is persecuted for their faith and see the results. He goes on saying “What if you found out God intended to send twenty three specific blessings today but you got only one.”(p.25) “God really does have unclaimed blessings waiting for you, my friend.” (p.17)

In other words he is saying it is God’s will to give what we will ask, he’s waiting for you. In other words we don’t have because we have not asked. Which is exactly what he says “Ask,” promised Jesus, “and it will be given to you” (Matthew 7:7). “You do not have because you do not ask,” said James (James 4:2).  Even though there is no limit to God's goodness, if you didn't ask Him for a blessing yesterday, you didn't get all that you were supposed to have. “That's the catch-if you don't ask for His blessing, you forfeit those that come to you only when you ask.”(p.27) He explains this as a father honored to have a “child beg for his blessing” he is delighting to generously give to you “what you covet the most.” Do you mean to tell us that God does not give us his goodness by his grace that we MUST repetitively ask for it? Especially what we want! That he has all these things to give us but we are not asking for them. Of course we are told to ask and pray but for what? What we want.

Any father who sees his child doing what is right blesses him without his asking. I have a problem with this idea whatever you want most you get. Again any father who is training a child in righteousness will not indiscriminately give them whatever they want. Ever have your child want ice cream just before dinner. You know if you gave them this it would spoil their appetite. I don’t find this counsel as wisdom but spoiling a child. Imagine a God who gives us everything we want no matter what. Many of us should be thankful that He did not respond to our certain “selfish” prayers as he knew what was best for us.

The James passage he used is piggy backed to the other of Jesus’ but it is taken from the context of “we do not have because we ask amiss.”  In other words for ourselves- wrong motives, which is exactly what he is encouraging. So I’m surprised he would use this as a validation. He asks “is it possible God wants you to be more selfish in your prayers? I’ve met so many earnest Christians who take it as a sign of immaturity to think such thoughts.” He goes on to say that we think it is impolite or greedy to ask for too many blessings. John 14:13-15 “And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” There is the bottom line. If your walking correctly you will not ask amiss for self but for the things of God, then he will be glorified.

Wilkinson dissects each of the requests of Jabez, pouring his own speculation at times into what Jabez was supposedly thinking or doing as he prayed.  “enlarge my territory” … The next part of the Jabez prayer—a plea for more territory … If Jabez had worked on Wall Street, he might have prayed, “Lord , increase the value of my investment portfolios.” When I talk to presidents of companies, I often talk to them about this particular mind-set. When Christian executives ask me, “Is it right for me to ask God for more business?” my response is, “Absolutely!” If you're doing your business God's way, it's not only right to ask for more, but He is waiting for you to ask. Your business is the territory God has entrusted to you.” (pp. 30-31) How does he know what God’s will is for you? Is it always more?

He then goes into his explanation of Jabez’s prayer. What he does is take one man’s personal cry and applies it to all of ours. He spiritualizes certain points to make it applicable for today. (1 Chron. 4:9 in the SEPTUAGINT – “And Igabes was more glorious than his brethren; and his mother called his name Igabes, saying, I have brought thee forth as Gabes. And Igabes invoked the God of Israel, saying, If in blessing thou wilt bless me, and enlarge my borders, and thy hand be with me, and wilt give me understanding not to depress me: and God brought about all that he requested.”

I do not see Jabez’s 2nd request as God enlarge my territory, meaning to expand his influence. Jabez’ cry for extending the borders literally meant the land geographically. Chronicles is about the tribes and genealogy. Although there is nothing wrong with asking for this, again if our prayer is reduced to say this prayer for our getting blessed we have a problem-- not just with the prayer-- with our heart. My and others concern is that this awakening for the need to pray includes this attitude in it.

If we were to take Wilkinson's advice and apply it to others in the Bible, would it work? What if John the Baptist prayed to have his borders extended, would he have been in the will of God. Certainly he could not have said, “I must decrease and He must increase.” Or what of Peter, who was told by the Lord at the end of the gospel of John that John will live and he will not. Would Jesus have answered his prayer of Jabez by saying oh bless me and expand my life? I hope you get the picture.

“His kindness in recording Jabez's story in the Bible is proof that it's not who you are, or what your parents decided for you, or what you were “fated” to be that counts. What counts is knowing who you want to be and asking for it. Through a simple, believing prayer, you can change your future. You can change what happens one minute from now.”(p.29) I can change my future! This all seems to narcissistic, what I want to be, what I want, mine. What about God’s will and plans, are we not to seek what he wants us to be?

Wilkinson certainly adds to the account filling in what did not happen. Speculations are consistently offered “In my mind's eye, I picture Jabez standing before a massive gate recessed into a sky-high wall. Weighed down by the sorrow of his past and the dreariness of his present, he sees before him only impossibility—a future shut off. But raising his hands to heaven, he cries out, “Father, oh, Father! Please bless me! And what I really mean is … bless me a lot!” (p. 22)

Bless “ME”

If we look at the Scripture, besides Jabez there is only one other time anyone asks God directly to bless them like this. It is when Jacob wrestled with the Lord all night and the Lord said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” But he said, “I will not let You go unless You bless me!” (Gen. 32:26) His name was then changed to Israel and from his line came the 12 tribes of Israel the nation. It was God’s intention to do this.

God has automatically given the Church what we need and it is all found in Christ. Eph. 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” The reason for this is because of the new covenant Gal 3:14 “that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” Are we not complete in Christ already?

More often the term used is “blessed be the Lord” or God, not man. We are not encouraged to pray bless me, but to walk in his grace and we receive these spiritual (and sometimes physical blessing) because of His promises. We do not receive them because we didn’t pray like Jabez, but because we did not ask in accordance to His will or are not in obedience to God.

The way I see it the book encourages and sanctions a form of selfishness as part of one's relationship with God.  Prayer is to have us learn the will of God and that our will would agree with the will of God. If my prayer does not line up with God's will as revealed in the Scriptures, then I need to ask Him to change my heart.  Molding us by changing our desire is part of the sanctification process. What is ignored is for God to change our hearts in Wilkinson’s The Prayer of Jabez. Selfishness is encouraged although he states it in such a way that to further the kingdom it must run through us. The repeating of Jabez's prayer is for the purpose of causing God to bring His blessings and miracles to us. “You will change your legacy and bring supernatural blessings wherever you go. God will release His miraculous power in your life now. And for all eternity, He will lavish on you His honor and delight” (pp. 91-92).

Wilkinson states “If seeking God's blessings is our ultimate act of worship, and asking to do more for Him is our utmost ambition, then asking for God's hand upon us is our strategic choice to sustain and continue the great things that God had begun in our lives. That's why you could call God’s hand on you “the touch of greatness.” You do not become great; you become dependent on the strong hand of God. Your surrendered need turns into His unlimited opportunity. And He becomes great through you.” (p.49)

There are some things he said that are right and some wrong. Yes we want the kingdom extended through our lives but our chief aim should be to bless God and be ministering to him, not seeking blessing for ourselves!
The major flaw is “seeking God’s blessings” is not an act of worship-- neither is it the ultimate act of worship.

On p.23- Wilkinson says to bless means to ask for or to impart supernatural favor. Yet we find that God more often gave his blessing without any asking. For example Abraham in Gen.12 was to go out from his country and family and God will bless him and make his name great. This is about grace when someone walked in faith, we don’t have to do any work to receive God’s blessing. God gives out of his love and mercy based on the (new) covenant.

“When we ask for God's mighty presence like Jabez and the early church did, we will also see tremendous results that can be explained only as from the hand of God.”(p.55) Yes but it was not a bless me or praying Jabez’ prayer but help us to help others extend your kingdom by the gospel.

Wilkinson seems to think that Jabez is the ultimate prayer for all people of all time. “The more God answers your Jabez prayers (p.71). I think Jabez would have liked that prayer (p.74). Speaking on God opening up people for discussion “I call these encounters Jabez appointments.”(p.37) “If your like many who use the Jabez prayer…you’ll come to times in your life when you feel so blessed that you stop praying for more, at least for a while (p.84). If one becomes hooked on these “blessings” will they stop and be satisfied? Jabez is held up so much that it becomes the criteria for conviction of sin-” You should that when you sin after experiencing the Jabez blessing, you’ll experience a deeper grief over your disconnect from God than you ever thought possible.” (p.85) I’m sorry but this seems to be an infatuation with a single man’s prayer.

“Oh…keep me from evil.” Jabez's last request is a brilliant but little-understood strategy for sustaining a blessed life.” (p. 63) “Do you believe that a supernatural God is going to show up to keep you from evil and protect your spiritual investment? Jabez did believe, and he acted on his belief. Thereafter his life was spared from the grief and pain that evil brings.” (p. 74) The fact is we do not know his condition in life, he was called Jabez because his mother bore him in pain, not that he was in pain his whole life. Wilkinson says he was in pain and then makes it seem that Jabez prayed he would not pain others because of his pain. There is never a mention of Jabez anywhere else in the Bible. His prayer reveals nothing of his history, or his relationship with God before or after this record. Wilkinson is at best speculating on where the Bible is silent.

Wilkinson uses the success stories of others to validate his prayer of Jabez concept. There are thousands of people who have been taught to pray Jabez's prayer and attribute their prosperity directly to this prayer method. Experience is never to be used to validate what is in the Word of God. The word of God validates our experience. Wilkinson states “All I know it works over and over- it works.” Many things work but we need to ask are they biblical. One might argue this is a prayer from the bible. But so are other prayers that we could not transfer ownership to ourselves. Nor could we expect the same results from praying them. Do we find any apostle praying or recommending this prayer? Do we find this kind of principle taught in the New Testament? If not then why make it a practice. Prayer formulas do not enthrone God in our lives.  What makes anyone think God will do the same thing for us that he did for Jabez because we pray the same prayer? If this was so we can take any Bible character use their prayer and expect the same results. Is this realistic? This to me is having God as our butler which is just as the word faith camp teaches. Is not Christ to be Lord over our lives, it is presumption at least to think God will do for us what he did for another. His will for Jabez is not the same for all. Remember at the end of the book of John- Peter was told by Jesus that he would go where he did not before and he asked what about John, Jesus basically said what’s it to you if he lives on. God deals with us all on an individual basis.

This has turned into quite a phenomenon with Jabez prayer circles and clubs, newsletters. On one website it represents how many are now thinking, it had this to say. “In the best way it is selfish prayer.  (For a long time I have neglected myself, not loved myself, nor have I prayed for myself. Jabez loved himself enough to ask God to bless him. Charity begins at home, God's blessing begins with blessing me! If God does not extend our own boundaries then he cannot extend the boundaries of his Kingdom.”

Is God limited by man? There seems to be the problem. Those who have not prayed consistently or correctly are those who can have a flawed view of God and their relationship to him. Is the problem that we have not loved ourselves enough? Is this what the Bible teaches us to do, love self more? Jesus said we already love ourselves, our love is supposed to be directed to others. In this way this book is being misused because of Wilkinson’s interpretation.

We should not be surprised at the acceptance and success of this small book after all numerous Christians already  practice prayer models as spiritual incantations and many are looking for keys to success. I would presume that Wilkinson intentions are not the same as word faith teachers, but they seem to arrive at the same place.

Is it Bible to accept that one could repetitiously pray the same thing over and over for a month and God would be obligated to bless them. Not according to Jesus (Mt.6). God's purposes for our lives are woven in time and outside our immediate sight. Can we know the mind of God or we coerce Him into blessing us now by a certain prayer?  What kind of God responds in this way, not the God who is to be our Lord. There is a timing in the Lord blessing us and this seems to be a missing ingredient in Wilkinson’s model. Wilkinson does not leave room for a no or even a wait from God, only an immediate answer of blessing. There is no balance in this. Jabez’ request is reduced to a formula which I know God did not intend for it to be. What of the biblical concept that if we are faithful with the little he will give us more, this is certainly missing to the methodology Wilkinson has offered the Church. The real problem is that many of us want more, when we are ill equipped to handle it, this is not addressed. The opposite is taught, just ask and it’s yours.

Not everyone is thrilled about Wilkinson’s book and many have voiced their view. In December 2001 Professor Mark R. Talbot of Wheaton College publishes his scathing theological treatise against the teachings of Dr. Bruce Wilkinson’s “The Prayer of Jabez”. Equating Wilkinson’s teachings with the ancient heresy known as Gnosticism, Talbot’s closing statement was a simple prayer… “May God Himself keep His people from falling prey to this book’s inadequate theology.”

In January of 2002 Dallas Theological Seminary publishes a paper by Professor of Theology, Dr. Roy Zuck, with the most unfavorable view of Wilkinson’s teachings to date from the seminary where Dr. Wilkinson received his Master’s degree.

You have My Guarantee
Wilkinson guarantees the prayer will work and he leaves no room for failure. But if someone has does not gain the success he promises then what is his counsel? This is no different than saying over and over by his stripes I’m healed or any Scripture to be claimed for one’s own use. According to Wilkinson, it is sin in our lives that is the only thing that will stop the repetition of Jabez's prayer from working. When I hear this I consider Job who had evil befall him though he was doing what was right. His friends were sure it was because of sin but it was a God given test. In the end he received God’s blessing but it was without his praying for it.

“If you’re like many who use the Jabez prayer…you’ll come to times in your life when you feel so blessed that you stop praying for more, at least for a while. But I promise you that you will see a direct link: You will know beyond doubt that God has opened heaven's store- houses because you prayed.” (p.84)

What about the apostle Paul who asked the Lord to take away his infirmity. God said no, but instead gave him grace. Paul wrote most of the New Testament, yet he did not get his request. Nor did he ever pray Jabez’s formula.  But Jabez who was not an apostle prayed and received his requests. We need to ask why?  The answer is simple, God’s will and purpose is different for everyone, there is no set formula for success.

Should we pray for things beyond our ability? Of course! But let’s not limit ourselves to Jabez’ prayer and make it to be like some protestant rosary.

“O Lord, I beg you first and most this morning, please bless... me!” Startled at such a selfish prayer, you pad down the hall to your shower. But as you're adjusting the water temperature, a thought hits you. It's so obvious, you can't believe you haven't thought it before: Great men of the faith think differently than the rest of us.” And this he attributes as the reason some men and women of faith rise above the rest.”(p.17)

Wilkinson asks “what of Idbash, Hazeleponi, and Anub what honors and awards did they get from God?” (p.76) Just because it does not have their names does not mean others did not have God’s blessings. Who’s to say they were not great because they are not mentioned. Hazzeleponi is a female mentioned in the list of the genealogy of Judah (1 Chronicles 4:3) Idbash is a descendant of Judah who, with his two brothers (and a sister), are said to be “the sons of Etam” (1 Chron.4:3), probably meaning of the lineage of the founder of the place, or perhaps that they themselves were its settlers. (From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary.)

If we look at Hebrews 11 the great men of faith that he refers to did not have expanded borders but became outcasts at certain times of their lives or most of them. If we look at Hebrews 11 that mentions all these faithful ones Abraham, Moses Samson etc. the writer also states Hebrew 11:36-12:1 “Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented-- of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.  And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.

One wonders about those who are not named are included with those who were faithful. Why they did not have their borders extended? Maybe they didn’t pray the prayer of Jabez. Did you notice Jabez is not mentioned either, does this mean he was not faithful?

Actually the chapter explains to us “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6) So it is not a certain prayer that yields results. It is clear Jabez had a significant character as he was more honourable than his brethren. This qualified him for God’s grace under the Old Testament covenant.  A more efficacious prayer would be like Solomon's prayer for wisdom so he could rule the kingdom wisely.

The last section of the book titled “Redeemed For This,” where he writes we could successfully pray for our “God-sized best he has in mind for you.” This is his prayer of Jabez formula, appealing to our wanting God’s all for our lives.  It is the Holy Spirits work in the believer’s life that changes us and sometimes it can be a slow but steady process. What about our being servants and being a blessing to others? Instead he wants us to pray the selfish prayer every day “Oh Lord, please bless me.” If it’s not steps its requirements-- if not requirements its guidelines-- if not guidelines its models. Say these words, this phrase this way and you’ll have a divine delivery. We need to have a relationship with the Lord not self-help books that give you chutzpah to ask “bless ME” I want MY blessing. How many other prayers are there we could pray that would be self-aggrandizing? There is no message of the cross in the book. Everything we have in prayer is to come through the cross. This is not a spirit lead prayer but a formula for disaster, if we are not dying to self in our prayer life. I'm sorry but this kind of praying is far removed from the New Testament teaching of Jesus!

Wilkinson is bringing a Christian who is supposed to be under grace and states “so many Christians are not desperate as Jabez was to receive it!” (p.23) All we have is in Christ I don’t believe we have to become desperate for God’s blessing, He knows what he’s doing. Wilkinson has reduced success for the Christian walk to a prayer instead of faith (trust) in the God in whom our prayer is to directed toward. It becomes a ‘faith prayer’ that is supposed to guarantee success. Instead the bible speaks of a consistent relationship with our Father that will sustain us through the trials and failure.

He also says “I don’t want to go to heaven and hear God say: “let’s look at your life, Bruce. Let me show you what I wanted for you and tried repeatedly to accomplish through you. but you wouldn’t let me.” What a travesty!
If he means because someone was not praying or yielded to God’s will and direction in life I have no problem agreeing with him. But if he means not praying the prayer of Jabez for God’s blessing I have a big problem with this statement. We walk in his grace, when we surrender and carry the cross and obey, God hears our prayers- there are no shortcuts. There are no certain prayers, or formulae’s to guarantee God’s blessings or power.

Only God knows what Jabez meant in his heart. Jabez’ prayer is exactly that, his own prayer.

Note: Bruce Wilkinson has resigned as president of the organization he founded 25 years ago, Walk Thru the Bible Ministries. He has recently announced he is venturing into television and film to reach more people with his message. “My desire is to open more people's hearts to everything God has for them,” Wilkinson said.  “My goal is to take this message beyond America to every nation across the globe.” (I assume that message being the prayer of Jabez)

A site to go to for something unique on Jabez, only visit if you have a good sense of humor or you will be offended.

http://www.antithesis.com/features/mantra.html
Want to read a good book about the Hebrew translation that changes the whole meaning- www.lostjabez.com 
By Larry Pechawer

www.thecultofjabez.com a new book on the prayer of Jabez by Steve Hopkins
Evangelical Leaders Promote New Age and Eastern Spiritual Practices

http://www.deceptioninthechurch.com/promotenewage.html 

In what appears to be a sweeping phenomenon, Christian leaders are embracing practices and a new spirituality that borrows from Eastern mysticism and New Age philosophy. The changes are taking place worldwide and involve many of the most popular evangelical leaders including Rick Warren, Brian McLaren, Richard Foster, Tony Campolo, and Eugene Peterson. 

In Rick Warren’s Purpose-Driven Life, on Day Eleven, he encourages people to practice “breath prayers” by repeating words and phrases over and over in a mantra-style prayer, a practice used centuries ago by a group of mystical monks known as the Desert Fathers. This so-called “prayer” is identical to that found in Hindu yoga and Zen Buddhism. 

Brian McLaren, leader of the emerging church movement has been caught with his hands in the contemplative cookie jar too by endorsing the back covers of some more-than-questionable books. One in particular, Reimagining Christianity by Alan Jones says that the doctrine of the Cross is a vile doctrine. Alan Jones is an inter-spiritualist and mystic in every sense of the words. Take a look at the Living Spiritual Teachers Project, of which Jones is involved. This group of about twenty includes Zen and Buddhist monks, New Agers and even Marianne Williamson and her Course in Miracles. The goal of this group is to integrate other world religious beliefs into Christianity. 

McLaren has also endorsed the back covers of Dave Fleming’s The Seeker’s Way and Tony Campolo’s Speaking My Mind, both of which belief that Christianity is too limiting, and a union between other religions is necessary. In Speaking My Mind, Campolo states: “[M]ysticism [contemplative prayer] provides some hope for common ground between Christianity and Islam.” (p.149) 

Dan Kimball, author of The Emerging Church (with forewords by Rick Warren and Brian McLaren), encourages practices such as a form of mantra-style meditation and the use of labyrinths, maze-like structures. Historically and in most labyrinths today, a chanting prayer is used while walking the labyrinth with the purpose of connecting to God or what many call Divinity.  
Bruce Wilkinson, author of Prayer of Jabez, does his part in bringing this new spirituality into Christendom by accepting universalist Robert Schuller’s invitation to speak at the Robert Schuller Leadership Institute this past January. Bill Hybels, senior pastor of Willow Creek and Foursquare President Jack Hayford joined Wilkinson at this year’s event. Incidentally, Hayford has no problem placing his name on the cover of Richard Foster’s Streams of Living Water, in which Foster quotes Universalist Thomas Kelly as saying all human beings have a Divine Center. 
Zondervan Publishing hopped on the band wagon too. A couple years ago they formed a formal partnership with Youth Specialties, host of the National Pastor’s Convention which brings in an array of New Age practices from labyrinths, contemplative prayer and yoga. Last year Rick Warren spoke immediately after the yoga workshop. This year Warren is incorporating into his Purpose-Driven Life youth ministry speakers from Youth Specialties and the pro-contemplative Group Publishing. 

Ruth Haley Barton, formerly of Willow Creek and trained at the very contemplative Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation in Washington D.C., wrote Invitation to Solitude and Silence, and teaches contemplative prayer through her Transforming Center. Barton co-authored with John Ortberg Ordinary Day With Jesus, which clearly instructs readers in mystical prayer practices. And as if that were not enough to show Ortberg’s sympathies to this New Age spirituality, he will be speaking this year at the National Pastor’s Convention where labyrinths, contemplative prayer exercises, and yoga workshops will take place. 

Do not think that the infiltration stops there—Eugene Peterson, author of The Message, endorsed the back cover of Sue Monk Kidd’s book, When the Heart Waits. Monk Kidd, once a conservative Baptist, began practicing contemplative prayer and has now become a major promoter of the practice and of feminine spirituality. When the Heart Waits clearly shows her descent into this belief system. What was Peterson thinking when he put his name on that book? 

Christian magazines such as Christianity Today, Charisma, Youth Worker Journal and Discipleship Journal find nothing wrong with producing article after article written by those who promote this Buddhist-style New Age spirituality. Last October, Charisma magazine, carried an article called “Be Still and Know” in which contemplative prayer is described as a trance-like state of mind. According to Ray Yungen, author of A Time of Departing, this trance-like state is an altered-state of consciousness that the Bible warns about. 

Others who have helped to propel contemplative spirituality include the late Henri Nouwen who said he was uncomfortable with those who said Jesus was the only way and Richard Foster who says we should “all enroll in the school of contemplative prayer” (Celebration of Discipline) but then warns us it could be so dangerous that prayers of protection should be said first (Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home). In Brennan Manning’s Abba’s Child he tells readers that Dr. Beatrice Bruteau is a “trustworthy guide to contemplative consciousness.” What many may not realize when they read Abba’s Child is that Bruteau, founder of the School of Contemplation, believes that God is in every human being and that we can reach this Divinity through the conduit of contemplative prayer. According to Bruteau, “We have realized ourselves as the Self that says only I AM, with no predicate following, not “I am a this” or “I have that quality.” Only unlimited, absolute I AM” (A Song That Goes On Singing - Interview with B.B.) 

Evangelicalism is being redefined, reimagined and reinvented, and while many of these evangelical leaders seem to be rallying behind this redefining, a growing number of Christian believers are beginning to take notice, and a legitimate concern mounts. Will evangelical leaders continue in the direction they are heading or will there be an about-face and a return to the simplicity and purity of the Christian faith? For the sake of the gospel, may that be the case. 
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