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                                                                                SEPTEMBER 19, 2015
The Synod on the Family 2015: Scandalous Proposal of the Indian Bishops to permit the use of Contraceptives
My comments/inclusions are in green. I use blue colour for the known “good guys”, red for the "bad guys".
The collated information is mostly reproduced in reverse chronological order with the latest coming first.

BRIEF BACKGROUND

I. THE EXTRAORDINARY SYNOD, October 5 to 19, 2014, on the theme “Pastoral challenges to the family in the context of evangelisation”. 
There were no lay participants from India at this Synod.

II. THE FORTHCOMING ORDINARY SYNOD, October 4 to 25, 2015, on the theme “The vocation and mission of the family in the Church and in the contemporary world”

Unlike at the 2014 Synod, there are three relatively unknown lay delegates to the 2015 Synod from India. 

The Latin Rite participants at the 2014 Synod:

*Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Bombay, President of the Episcopal Conference 

*Archbishop Filipe Neri Antonio Sebastiao Do Rosario Ferrao of Goa and Daman 

*Archbishop Dominic Jala, S.D.B. of Shillong 

*Bishop Selvister Ponnumuthan of Punalur 

Archbishop Anil Joseph Thomas Couto of Delhi

Rev. Fr. Arul Raj Gali, C.S.C., national director of the "Holy Cross Family Ministries in India"
Rev. Cajetan Menezes, director of the Apostolate for the Family in Bombay

The Syro-Malabar Rite participants at the 2014 Synod:
*Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt of Palai

*Archbishop Andrews Thazhath of Trichur

For the 2015 Synod, in addition to the 6 starred names* above, the following 7 names were included in the Vatican’s 15 September, 2015 list:

XIV Assemblea Generale Ordinaria del Sinodo dei Vescovi (4-25 ottobre 2015) - Elenco dei Partecipanti
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2015/09/15/0676/01469.html and
http://visnews-en.blogspot.in/2015/09/participants-in-14th-ordinary-general.html  

1. His Beatitude Cardinal George Alencherry, major archbishop of Ernakulam-Angamaly of the Syro-Malabars, resident of the Synod of the Syro-Malabar Church Synod of the Syro-Malankaras –he attended the 2014 Synod
2. His Beatitude, Cardinal Baselios Cleemis Thottunkal, major archbishop of Trivandrum of the Syro-Malankaras, president of the Synod of the Syro-Malankara Church, president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India (C.B.C.I.) –he too attended the 2014 Synod
3. Fr. Thomas Kallikatt
4. Fr. Peter Paul Saldanha, lecturer in ecclesiology at the Pontifical Urban University in Rome (from India)
5. Jacob Mundaplakal Abraham, advisor for the Apostolate of the Family and Lay Organisations in the dioceses of Kerala
6 & 7. Penny and Ishwar Bajaj, a Hindu-Christian couple from the Archdiocese of Bombay

OTHER FILES ON OR CLOSELY RELATED TO THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY

INSTRUMENTUM LABORIS SYNOD OF BISHOPS 26 JUNE 2014
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INSTRUMENTUM_LABORIS.pdf 

LINEAMENTA-THE VOCATION AND MISSION OF THE FAMILY IN THE CHURCH AND CONTEMPORARY WORLD​- SYNOD OF BISHOPS 9 SEPTEMBER 2014
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_VOCATION_AND_MISSION_OF_THE_FAMILY_IN_THE_CHURCH_AND_CONTEMPORARY_WORLD​-SYNOD_OF_BISHOPS.doc
THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-QUESTIONNAIRE 5 NOVEMBER 2013

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-QUESTIONNAIRE.doc
THE EXTRAORDINARY SYNOD OF BISHOPS ON THE FAMILY AT THE VATICAN 2 AUGUST 2014

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_EXTRAORDINARY_SYNOD_OF_BISHOPS_ON_THE_FAMILY_AT_THE_VATICAN.doc
THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-THE MID-WAY REPORT 14 OCTOBER 2014

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-THE_MID-WAY_REPORT.doc 

THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-THE CONCERNS OF THIS MINISTRY STAND VINDICATED 15 OCTOBER 2014
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-THE_CONCERNS_OF_THIS_MINISTRY_STAND_VINDICATED.doc
SYNOD ON THE FAMILY 01-FR JOHN ZUHLSDORF 30 NOVEMBER 2014
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY_01-FR_JOHN_ZUHLSDORF.doc
CCBI QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE OCTOBER 2015 SYNOD ON THE FAMILY MARCH 2015

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CCBI_QUESTIONNAIRE_FOR_THE_OCTOBER_2015_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc
IS THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY IN THE LIBERAL CAMP AT THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY MARCH 2015

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY_IN_THE_LIBERAL_CAMP_AT_THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc
SURVEY FOR THE OCTOBER 2015 SYNOD ON THE FAMILY: WHOM DID THE QUESTIONNAIRE REACH? 28 JULY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SURVEY_FOR_THE_OCTOBER_2015_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-WHOM_DID_THE_QUESTIONNAIRE_REACH.doc    

PROPOSAL TO ROME FOR THE OCTOBER 2015 SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-ALEX BENZIGER 5 AUGUST 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROPOSAL_TO_ROME_FOR_THE_OCTOBER_2015_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-ALEX_BENZIGER.doc
CRITICIZING VATICAN COUNCIL II-IS IT HERESY? 1 SEPTEMBER 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CRITICIZING_VATICAN_COUNCIL_II-IS_IT_HERESY.doc
THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-WE ARE AT WAR 3 SEPTEMBER 2015

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-WE_ARE_AT_WAR.doc
THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-100 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 10 SEPTEMBER 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-100_QUESTIONS_AND_ANSWERS.pdf
THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-BETWEEN HERESY AND SCHISM 01 11 SEPTEMBER 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-BETWEEN_HERESY_AND_SCHISM_01.doc
THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-BETWEEN HERESY AND SCHISM 02 –Release due on 21 SEPTEMBER 2015

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-BETWEEN_HERESY_AND_SCHISM_02.doc
Two weeks to go to the Ordinary Synod on the Family and still a majority of Indian Catholics, even active lay ministries, have never seen or heard of the Questionnaire (which was anyway subtly “doctored” to engineer responses that would bolster the liberal and progressive lobbies’ agendas), see http://ccbifamily.com/question.php and my related reports.
While Catholics worldwide were long since able to easily identify those Cardinals and Bishops who stood by orthodoxy and tradition -- and those who didn’t -- the Bishops of India and their three Conferences chose to be non-committal, not revealing whether they would oppose the dissidents in the Church or remain faithful to pro-life and pro-family Catholic values that had weathered, among other cataclysmic events, the Reformation, Modernism and the tsunami of sexual permissiveness that was released by the Seventh Anglican Lambeth Conference of 1930 that approved the use of “birth control” measures, thus opening the flood-gates to a multitude of other moral evils in the Protestant world.
Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the Archbishop of Bombay, is a member of the elite ‘Council of Nine’ constituted by Pope Francis who, as Catholic analysts of all hues have almost unanimously agreed, has been manipulating the Synods (the Extraordinary Synod was held in October 2014) in different ways to ensure that new interpretations to the Sixth Commandment are voted in by the Bishops.
Very recently… and finally, the Latin-Rite Indian Bishops made their unique priorities evident!
They evaded stating their position on the first Synod’s burning controversial issues of gay “rights” and on Holy Communion for divorced and civilly remarried (living-in-sin) Catholic individuals*.
Instead of ensuring that Catholic morality impacts and influences Indian society, the Bishops issued a document (UCAN report on the following page) that desires that the Divinely-mandated moral code of the universal Church must conform to the culture of the ‘Hindu-majority nation’. 

Endorsing the highly-criticised recent move of Pope Francis on annulments, they want to see the annulment process “speeded up” and “simplified”. People have already called it ‘Catholic divorce’.
The Bishops appear to be quite ignorant of the Catholic Church’s position on “sex education” and propose that such programmes be made available to Catholics in India.
The Bishops want the Church to relax its "stand on contraception in the context of increasing abortions", in other words, to declare the use of contraceptives as not-sin in order to address the sin of abortion (as if this issue is endemic only to India; in fact the Bishops’ document imagines that several social problems mentioned by them are exclusive to the Indian sub-continent).
*For the record, by way of contrast, on May 9, 2015, the Central Committee of German Catholics voted unanimously to demand that the synod bless of same-sex partnerships and second marriages and “a clear positioning against the still-existing exclusion of homosexuals”, as well as support a “reassessment of contraception methods”. And, some of the speakers of the May 25, 2015, “Shadow Council” of French, German and Swiss bishops advocated changing Catholic teaching on homosexual acts, communion for the divorced and civilly remarried, and on contraception (see THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-BETWEEN HERESY AND SCHISM 01).
The UCAN report:
Indian bishops want family synod to discuss interreligious marriages

Pastoral care initiatives fall short of families' needs
http://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-bishops-want-family-synod-to-discuss-interreligious-marriages/74245 

By Christopher Joseph, Kochi, September 10, 2015

The upcoming world Synod of Bishops on the family should discuss interreligious marriages and consider relaxing the Church's strict stand against contraception, Indian bishops said.
The Latin-rite bishops in a document based on a 46-question-survey among clergy, religious and laity also acknowledged "some disconnect between the Church's teaching and the lived reality" in the Hindu-majority nation. "The Church's pastoral care initiatives fall short of meeting the needs of the families in various situations," the statement said.
Some 50,000 people across 80 of the 131 Latin dioceses in the country responded to the survey, said the document. The Latin-rite has the majority of 170 Catholic dioceses in India. The other dioceses belong to the Syro-Malabar and Syro-Malankara Churches. These two Eastern Catholic churches and the Latin rite comprise the Catholic Church in India.
The document prepared by the Latin-rite bishops was sent to Rome ahead of the 14th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops scheduled to take place at the Vatican, October 4-25.
The synod is to discuss "the vocation and the mission of the family in the church and in the contemporary world."
India's 18 million Catholics form 1.7 percent of the country's 1.2 billion people. They live in a variety of family systems such as nuclear families, joint families and different types of single-parent families.
The document wanted the synod to include four specific topics in the discussion. The first was on interreligious marriages and how to provide pastoral care to Catholics who marry outside the faith.
The other three topics are on pastoral care for "those who have lapsed from the faith," the impact of media and technology on families, and issues related to migrant families.

A changing society
Regarding problems related to interreligious marriages, the church can offer counseling by inviting couples in such marriages to "participate in the sacramental life of the church," it said.
The church also can assist couples who live together outside marriage to accept the sacrament of marriage and by being more compassionate and less judgmental in its approach.
The document does not say anything about offering communion to those who are divorced and remarried but asserts that the church can help people who are married according to civil law, divorced and remarried or simply living together "by helping them to appreciate the views of the Church by engaging with them and involving them in Church activities."
It suggested simplifying the process of annulling marriages, making it transparent and increasing the number of skilled personnel to handle such cases in order to speed up the process.
The document noted that the current legislation does not provide a valid response to the challenges resulting from interreligious marriages. There are no pastoral guidelines to handle practical situations, such as getting married again in other rites or attending services of other faiths.
The general view is that the church should be more accommodating, it said.
The document also pointed to "a rise in the abortion rate," saying "many lay faithful are not convinced that abortion is a sin."
"This is also the current thinking in Indian society today," a challenge the church struggles to answer through awareness programs such as pro-life campaigns, catechesis and during marriage preparation courses, it said.
Besides such programs, sex education and the promotion of natural family planning, the church also can relax its "stand on contraception in the context of increasing abortions," the document suggested.
The document also wanted the synod to discuss other points that have special context to India, namely the adverse impact of media and technology on families that is leading to "a growing phenomenon of violence especially against women and children [and of] sexual abuse, [which] is also on the increase."
Indian society is becoming "highly skewed toward materialistic tendencies and career ambitions" and there is a "growing dominance exhibited by lust, bodily gratification, addiction to pornography and use of contraception," it said. END
There was only one comment against the UCAN article by a reader who is evidently a feminist and supporter of women’s ordination (if you think that I am being judgmental, read my reports on the highly-organized, episcopal-encouraged, clergy-backed but well-camouflaged lobby for women’s ordination in India):

I appreciate the stand being taken by the Indian bishops and what they demand is the crying need of India .Apart from this , the women suffer tremendously in our nation mainly due to the preference for the male child .Our church also indirectly contribute to this situation by their preference to the males and discriminating the women . –Liz Jose
The following comment from a couple in pro-life ministry accompanied a forward to me of the above UCAN report:

Just as we anticipated, the Synod Questionnaire, in which in the question about contraception was craftily worded so as to receive a “Yes” answer, has resulted in this alleged proposal to the Synod fathers to relax the Church's strict stand against contraception! 
The Committee entrusted with the job of simplifying the original Synod Questionnaire must hang their collective heads in shame for engineering their liberal agenda into the simplified Questionnaire and moreover employing a double standard to assess the replies to this particular question which received about 60% “Yes” answers.
The Bishops of India must retract their endorsement and stand for the truth.
Extracts concerning contraception from recent Catholic pro-life ministries’ reports on the Synod:
Clearly, traditional Church teachings condemning contraception are also under attack, and more particularly Humanae vitae which has long been seen by progressives as the major repellent that caused many Catholics to distance themselves from the Church over the last half century.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/bishops-plot-revolution-on-church-teaching-at-secret-rome-meeting
May 29, 2015
The Synod preparatory document Instrumentum Laboris “refuses to use the word ‘contraception’ or make any direct reference to any contraceptive method, despite the devastating consequences of the use of contraceptives in many areas of human life, not least the killing of unborn children by abortifacient methods.” More than that, the Instrumentum Laboris misrepresents Humanae Vitae by leaving out the fact that it condemns contraception.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/synod-preparatory-document-poses-a-very-real-danger-to-the-family-says-voice
August 13, 2015

We see that the demand of the Latin Rite bishops of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) for the Synod on the Family to relax the Church’s stand on contraception conforms to the agenda of the liberals and so-called progressives. In an earlier report on a Latin rite archdiocese, I had rhetorically asked:
IS THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY IN THE LIBERAL CAMP AT THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY_IN_THE_LIBERAL_CAMP_AT_THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc
The Archbishop of Bombay, who is also the President of the CCBI, is Cardinal Oswald Gracias.

He is also President of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conference (FABC).
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The responsibility for the scandalous demands of the CCBI document ultimately rests with the Cardinal.

The other office bearers of the CCBI who share the responsibility with him are:

Most Rev. Filipe Neri Ferrao, Archbishop of Goa and Daman, Vice President

Most Rev. Varghese Chakkalakal, Bishop of Calicut, Secretary General
Most Rev. Lawrence Pius Dorairaj, Bishop of Dharmapuri and Chairman of the CCBI’s Family Commission.
One of the stated objectives of the CCBI Commission is “to emphasize Pro-Life issues”

Source: http://ccbi.in/?page_id=74 
I wonder how they reconcile their demand to relax the Church’s stand on contraception with being pro-life. 

So, we have a situation where (at least) two of the thirteen Indian Church’s representatives at the Synod, Cardinal Oswald Gracias and Archbishop Filipe Neri Ferrao, are decidedly anti-life.

While no one that I am aware of has so far come across the alleged CCBI “document” based on the Questionnaire-Survey, six months earlier an Indian bishop, Thomas Dabre, of the very same CCBI has denounced what he terms as the rise of the “contraceptive mentality”. (It had escaped the attention of this ministry because we were completely engrossed in refuting his endorsements of yoga and Surya Namaskar on the Internet and print media.) While his open condemnation of contraception is indeed laudable, he is definitely an advocate for the admission of individuals living in adulterous relationships to Holy Communion, what the Rorate Caeli blog (further below) describes as the “Kasper proposal” (a la Cardinal Walter Kasper its chief architect).
Indian bishop urges compassion in teaching Church doctrine on marriage, family

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/02/28/india_church_on_marriage_and_family/1126294
February 28, 2015

A Catholic bishop in India has urged diocesan priests to teach Church doctrines on family and marriage with compassion and tenderness. “I have heard of so many Catholics being rudely refused Eucharistic Communion because they are divorced persons and have remarried. We need to be kind and compassionate in communicating the Church doctrine and dogma. We should have polite dialogue with the faithful instead of rudely turning them away,” Bishop Thomas Dabre of Poona (Pune) told the members of the Conference of the Diocesan Priests in India (CDPI) on February 25. 
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More than 75 priests representing various dioceses across India attended the three-day meeting in Nagpur, central India.  The conference addressed the theme, “Effective ministry to families in the light of the Synod.” It also discussed issues threatening the future of Christian families and how diocesan priests could contribute to strengthen the spirituality in Christian families

Bishop Dabre, a member of the Office for Doctrine of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI), also lamented the rise of “contraceptive mentality” as couples and young people increasingly fall prey to use of contraceptives promoted by government agencies. Faced with such a mentality shaped by relativism, hedonism and materialism, the Church has to continue its raise its prophetic voice on the values of marriage which is based on reason and divine revelation, the prelate explained.

Bishop Dabre expressed dismay over rampant advertising, sales and distribution of condoms and their easy access at market places, public events and sports arenas. “Sexual morality has sharply and widely declined and has been trivialized. So many betrayals and crimes take place because of the easy accessibility of contraceptives,” he said. 
The prelate while focusing on the papal encyclicals Humanae Vitae, Familiaris Consortio and Gaudium et Spes, urged priests to adopt a “pastorally sound, credible and consistent doctrinal approach with humaneness.” He wants them to render all help so that people can live up to the doctrine, vocation and mission of the family. (Source: Matters India)
No communion for adulterers? How rude! Indian bishop finds his inner Kasper

http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2015/03/no-communion-for-adulterers-how-rude.html 
All emphases except colour highlighting are the author’s
March 2, 2015

As the 2015 Synod of Bishops approaches, signs of capitulation to the Kasperite proposal are beginning to appear in places hitherto regarded as immune to it. 
Last month there was news of Archbishop Charles Palmer-Buckle of Accra, Ghana openly supporting the Kasperite thesis. 
Now from India comes this incoherent statement reported by no less than Vatican radio:
Indian bishop urges compassion in teaching Church doctrine on marriage, family
A Catholic bishop in India has urged diocesan priests to teach Church doctrines on family and marriage with compassion and tenderness. “I have heard of so many Catholics being rudely refused Eucharistic Communion because they are divorced persons and have remarried. We need to be kind and compassionate in communicating the Church doctrine and dogma. We should have polite dialogue with the faithful instead of rudely turning them away,” Bishop Thomas Dabre of Poona (Pune) told the members of the Conference of the Diocesan Priests in India (CDPI) on February 25.
More than 75 priests representing various dioceses across India attended the three-day meeting in Nagpur, central India.  The conference addressed the theme, “Effective ministry to families in the light of the Synod.” It also discussed issues threatening the future of Christian families and how diocesan priests could contribute to strengthen the spirituality in Christian families
Bishop Dabre, a member of the Office for Doctrine of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI), also lamented the rise of “contraceptive mentality” as couples and young people increasingly fall prey to use of contraceptives promoted by government agencies.  Faced with such a mentality shaped by relativism, hedonism and materialism, the Church has to continue its raise its prophetic voice on the values of marriage which is based on reason and divine revelation, the prelate explained.
Bishop Dabre expressed dismay over rampant advertising, sales and distribution of condoms and their easy access at market places, public events and sports arenas.  “Sexual morality has sharply and widely declined and has been trivialized. So many betrayals and crimes take place because of the easy accessibility of contraceptives,” he said. The prelate while focusing on the papal encyclicals Humanae Vitae, Familiaris Consortio and Gaudium et Spes, urged priests to adopt a “pastorally sound, credible and consistent doctrinal approach with humaneness.” He wants them to render all help so that people can live up to the doctrine, vocation and mission of the family. 
The bishop is a member of the Office for Doctrine of the CBCI, which in India functions as the umbrella group for that country's three Catholic jurisdictions -- the Latin Rite ("Conference of Catholic Bishops of India"), the Syro-Malabar Rite and the Syro-Malankara Rite.
Dabre sets up a distinction between "polite dialogue with the faithful" and "rudely turning them away" from communion, not "politely turning them away" and "rudely turning them away" [as some will surely try to explain this away]. But we have to ask exactly how else a priest is supposed to act when someone who is publicly known to be in a state of adultery approaches him for communion -- is he supposed to give communion because no "polite dialogue" has yet taken place? Is he supposed to carry out a "polite dialogue" right there and then? What if the would-be communicant is stubborn even after a "dialogue", and continues to go up the communion line? It is an impossible situation for priests, unless they are allowed to follow what the Church actually teaches about this, and so refuse communion whether or not it is perceived by the adulterer as a "rude" act. 

The bishop's remarks also attack contraception, but it simply illustrates a dichotomy that Western "neo-conservative" commentators frequently gloss over: ostensibly upholding Catholic teaching versus contraception, or abortion, or "marriage" of homosexuals, does not necessarily translate into the defense of all of Catholic teaching even on matters related to the family and to sexual morals. 
Consistency, alas, is getting rarer in the Church, and this is true even of the highest levels.  

Major appeal by theologians urges Pope to delete ‘seriously defective’ Synod text on contraception

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/major-appeal-by-theologians-urges-pope-to-delete-seriously-defective-synod 
By Pete Baklinski, Rome, September 14, 2015
Note: Ask Pope Francis to uphold traditional Church teaching on marriage and family at the Synod. Join 615,000 and sign the petition here. 
As many as 60 highly distinguished Catholic moral theologians and philosophers are appealing to Pope Francis to delete a controversial paragraph from the preparatory document for the Synod of the Family that they say “contradicts” Catholic teaching against the “intrinsically evil act” of using contraception.
They say if the text is approved during the Synod next month in Rome, it could have “devastating consequences for the faithful.”

“As Catholic moral theologians and philosophers, we feel morally obligated to speak out against the distortion of Catholic teaching implicit in paragraph 137,” state authors David Crawford and Stephan Kampowski — professors at the John Paul Institute of Marriage and Family, in Washington, D.C., and Rome, respectively — in the appeal which appeared on the website of First Things, September 10.

The appeal bears the endorsements of notable theologians and philosophers from around the world, such as:

(Dr. John M. Finnis, an ordinary member of the Pontifical Academy for Life, and a Professor of Law at the University of Notre Dame;

(Prof. Luke Gormally, an ordinary member of the Pontifical Academy for Life, and Director Emeritus of the Anscombe Bioethics Centre in Oxford, England;

(Dr. Germain Grisez, a Thomist and moral theologian who is emeritus Professor of Christian Ethics at Mount St. Mary's University in Emmitsburg, Maryland;

(Dr. Josef Seifert, an ordinary member of the Pontifical Academy for Life, and founder of the International Academy of Philosophy in Liechtenstein;

( Dr. Norbert Martin and Renate Martin, who have been members of the Pontifical Council for the Family since its foundation in 1981.

Paragraph 137 of the synod preparatory text, known as the Instrumentum laboris, deals with the “role of conscience” with respect to the “moral norm” governing the “act of generation” as laid out in the 1968 papal encyclical Humanae Vitae. 
While the original is in Italian, the official English translation from the Vatican’s website states:

In relation to the rich content of Humanae Vitae and the issues it treats, two principal points emerge which always need to be brought together. One element is the role of conscience as understood to be God’s voice resounding in the human heart which is trained to listen. The other is an objective moral norm which does not permit considering the act of generation a reality to be decided arbitrarily, irrespective of the divine plan of human procreation. A person’s over-emphasizing the subjective aspect runs the risk of easily making selfish choices. An over-emphasis on the other results in seeing the moral norm as an insupportable burden and unresponsive to a person’s needs and resources. Combining the two, under the regular guidance of a competent spiritual guide, will help married people make choices which are humanly fulfilling and ones which conform to God’s will.

An insupportable burden?

The appeal’s authors state that while Humanae Vitae unequivocally condemns contraception as an act that “contradicts” human nature, the intimate spousal relationship, and God’s plan for human sexuality, the Synod’s preparatory document does not state this norm, nor does it explicitly reject the use of contraceptive methods. Rather, they say, it portrays the teaching against contraception as “exclusively negative and, as it were, coercive.”

“Because the passage fails to teach that the norm itself, in all its objectivity, discloses something crucial for the beauty and goodness of a human life well lived, it also leaves the impression that moral norms might in fact be ‘an insupportable burden’ that is ‘unresponsive to a person’s needs and resources,’” the appeal states.

The authors state that a proper understanding of Catholic morality makes it clear that any moral norm such as prohibitions against murder, theft, adultery, rather than being a burden that goes against the good of persons, are “anthropological truths about the human person that cannot be ignored or violated…without doing harm to ourselves.”
The authors of the appeal also say paragraph 137 distorts Catholic teaching on conscience while opening up a way to a “radical subjectivism” of the moral life where conscience is “detached from the illuminating internal presence of the moral law.”

While paragraph 137 calls conscience “God’s voice resounding in the human heart which is trained to listen,” the authors note how the text easily lends itself to an interpretation that “God’s voice” at times “speaks against an objective norm taught by the Church” or is “detached from the moral law.”

“The ‘voice’ of God does not tell one person one thing about morality and another person another,” the appeal states. “Once conscience is separated from the law, it is no longer a way of standing before God. Rather, by this way of thinking, in one’s conscience one will stand only before oneself.”

The authors’ concern that “conscience” could be used as a justification for the use of contraception is not unfounded. In 1968, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops responded to Pope Paul VI’s encyclical Humanae Vitae with a statement suggesting that couples could “honestly choose” to ignore the teachings against contraception as long as it “seems right” to them and was done “in good conscience.”

“By presenting conscience as a subjective faculty standing in dialectical opposition to the law, the Instrumentum laboris proposes a concept that is incompatible with the teaching of the Church’s Magisterium and that diminishes the spiritual dignity of the human person as one who is able to conform his actions to objective truth,” the authors state.

The authors go on to make the case that paragraph 137 “permits a serious misinterpretation” of Humanae Vitae by suggesting that “contraceptive practices are acceptable so long as they are not undertaken for ‘arbitrary’ reasons.”

“Humanae Vitae teaches that God’s plan for marital intercourse ‘[excludes] any action which either before, at the moment of, or after sexual intercourse, is specifically intended to prevent procreation—whether as an end or as a means’ (HV 14),” the authors state, adding that paragraph 137 “could certainly have made [this] clearer.”
They go on to state that the paragraph does not promote the “robust anthropology” of St. John Paul II as expressed in his family catechesis on human love, popularly known as Theology of the Body.

“Human beings are meant to love and be loved. Contraception, in fact, is incompatible with loving and being loved. By the use of contraceptives, not only is the procreative meaning of the conjugal act rejected, but the act’s meaning as a truly ‘unitive,’ genuine act of love is also radically compromised,” the authors state, summarizing the teaching on St. John Paul II on this matter.

“Sadly, the Instrumentum does not draw upon John Paul II’s profound theology of the body, a theology that refuses to view objective moral norms as in tension with the human good or with a consciousness of the goodness of the marital act,” they state.

Synod entertaining dissent?

But one respected Catholic moral theologian renowned for strongly defending the Church’s teachings on sexuality does not agree with the appeal authors’ interpretation of the paragraph.

Professor Janet E. Smith, a moral theologian at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, Michigan, posted on Facebook over the weekend that she initially agreed to sign the appeal, but upon a closer inspection of the paragraph she found it “could be read in a much more benign fashion and that the benign reading is the correct one.”

“My reading of the text holds that it is faithful to Church teaching but unfortunately written in a way that allows for a reading (misreading) that would permit the use of contraception in some instances,” she stated.

Smith said that the paragraph “identifies two common dangers that impede making good decisions about contraception.”
“One is giving into one’s subjective assessment that abiding by the norm against contraception is too difficult. The other is seeing the norm as something legalistic and not truly in accord with the good of the person. Those who seek wise guidance will, it is implied, learn to put aside their distorted, subjective, arbitrary judgments; they will come to understand why the Church’s teaching is in accord with the truest nature of the human person and thus will freely choose [to] do what is both human fulfilling (subjectively fulfilling) and in accord with God’s will (objectively true),” she stated.

Smith admitted however, that “it takes some work to extract that reading from paragraph 137 but I do think (and hope) that is what the authors intended to say, however clumsily.”

“In spite of the fact that I think paragraph 137 is faithful to the teaching of Humanae Vitae, I fear that it lends itself to the reading put forward (and rightly considered dangerous) by the Appeal,” she said. “That reading can easily be used by those who wish to permit spouses to follow consciences that counsel them to use contraception (consciences that are not educated to hear the voice of God) rather than abide by Church teaching.”

When one Facebook user responded to Smith that “it doesn't matter whether your interpretation is correct or not: The documents promulgated from a Synod need to be clear and readable,” Smith replied: “It doesn't matter much in many respects, but I hate to see false charges against Church documents at no matter what level. When something is as poorly composed as this paragraph it is unclear what is the best response: alerting people to the dangers (as the Appeal does) or assuring people that at least in this instance, the Church is not entertaining dissent (as my piece does).”

Synod rigged?

The appeal comes days after the release of a shocking book by Vatican journalist Edward Pentin in which he recounts how orthodox experts on the teachings of St. John Paul II were specifically excluded from participating in the Synod.
In The Rigging of a Vatican Synod?, Pentin recounts that some months before the 2014 Extraordinary Synod, the Synod Secretariat contacted the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and the Family — known for its fidelity to Catholic moral teaching — to recommend experts to participate in the Synod. In the end, none of the recommended experts were invited to participate in the Synod. Pentin wrote how he learned from a high-level Vatican source that the institute was asked to name the leading orthodox experts so that the Secretariat could ensure that these would be excluded from participating in the synod.
Theologians Appeal to Pope

50 theologians and philosophers appeal to Pope Francis for clarification on Synod document
http://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/theologians-appeal-to-pope 

By Miles Swigart, Detroit, September 14, 2015
(ChurchMilitant.com) More than 50 theologians and philosophers are appealing to Pope Francis.
Their open letter published Thursday asks the Holy Father to reconsider a paragraph in the Instrumentum Laboris, a working document for the upcoming Synod on the Family, which seemingly downplays the Church's teaching on contraception. 
"As Catholic moral theologians and philosophers, we feel morally obligated to speak out against the distortion of Catholic teaching implicit in paragraph 137," the letter states. "If endorsed by the Synod, the defective text of the Instrumentum laboris would lead to confusion among the faithful."
The problematic paragraph states the following: 
In relation to the rich content of Humanae Vitae and the issues it treats, two principal points emerge which always need to be brought together. One element is the role of conscience as understood to be God’s voice resounding in the human heart which is trained to listen. The other is an objective moral norm which does not permit considering the act of generation a reality to be decided arbitrarily, irrespective of the divine plan of human procreation. 
A person's over-emphasizing the subjective aspect runs the risk of easily making selfish choices. An over-emphasis on the other results in seeing the moral norm as an insupportable burden and unresponsive to a person's needs and resources. Combining the two, under the regular guidance of a competent spiritual guide, will help married people make choices which are humanly fulfilling and ones which conform to God's will.
The authors of the letter point out several issues with the paragraph, stating it is "deeply ambiguous," and that it suggests an arbitrary and nominalist view of the law, "according to which an act is bad for no other reason than its being forbidden."

The writers cite many Church documents which seemingly contradict Instrumentum Laboris, including Veritatis Splendor, Humanae Vitae and even Gaudium et Spes, a document of Vatican II, which says, "Deep within their consciences men and women discover a law which they have not laid upon themselves and which they must obey."

The authors argue that Instrumentum Laboris fails to take into account that the law is transcribed into our hearts and is incapable of changing, thus the law cannot be contradicted for any person or reason. 
"In light of the above, we believe that Instrumentum Laboris is seriously defective," the authors wrote. "It appears to stand in direct tension with magisterial teachings contained in Humanae Vitae and Veritatis Splendor."
"While paragraph 137 presents itself as an explanation of Humanae Vitae's meaning, in fact it empties the encyclical of its central teaching."
The document was signed and approved by notable clergy and professors from Rome, Germany and others around the world.

3 out of 21 readers’ comments:

1. Why don't they just say, contraception is intrinsically evil and anyone who uses, or supports use, or condones the selling of contraceptive is committing a mortal sin or a grave sin. CCC 2399? The regulation of births represents one of the aspects of responsible fatherhood and motherhood. Legitimate intentions on the part of the spouses do not justify recourse to morally unacceptable means (for example, direct sterilization or contraception).

2. The paragraph from Instrumentum laboris is logically and philosophically in grave error. Either it is trying to use "conscience" as a cop out for following morality or it is just so poorly written that it gives that impression from its monumentally ambiguous words.

To claim that conscience is above the law for which your conscience should be following is trying to make your premise based on a pre-determined conclusion. Yes conscience is important, but if conscience is being used as a way of excusing you from following moral law then it becomes a contradiction of itself.

3. I would like to see this Pope retire very soon and for Cardinal Burke to take his place.
Kerala Bishop criticized for inter-religious marriage remarks
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thiruvananthapuram/Kerala-Bishop-criticized-for-inter-religious-marriage-remarks/articleshow/47666913.cms
June 14, 2015

Thiruvananthapuram - An organisation representing OBC Hindu community in Kerala today criticised the Catholic bishop's views on inter-religious marriages and said a case should be registered against him for his remarks. 
General secretary Valappally Natesan of the Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam organisation said a case should be registered against Idukki Bishop Mar Mathew Anikuzhikattil for his remarks which discouraged inter-religious weddings as it was against the values and beliefs of the Christian community. 
The youth wing of SNDP took out a march to the Secretariat here protesting against the remarks. 
Addressing a pastoral convention at nearby Kanjirapally in Kottayam, the Bishop had said Christian girls were being targeted by boys of other religions. 
"Mixed marriages are against Christian beliefs. It will destroy our values and beliefs," he said, adding, the faithful should resist such trends and not fall prey to it. 

(Thank God we have something positive to report.)

Continued from page 2, in the same series:

MITUS IUDEX DOMINUS IESUS AND MITUS ET MISERICORS IESUS (ON ANNULMENTS) 20 SEPTEMBER 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MITUS_IUDEX_DOMINUS_IESUS_AND_MITUS_ET_MISERICORS_IESUS.doc
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