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                                                                                 SEPTEMBER 3, 2015
The Synod on the Family: We are at War 

The Rigging of the Vatican Synod?
This is an interim report. It will be updated in a few days with more information on the “war”. 

For those Catholics who are yet unaware of it, we are at war with an enemy who is within the Church. 

They are those who want to see revolutionary changes wrought in the Church’s 2000-year old traditional teachings on sexual morality, on matters of life and the family, which are based on Divine Revelation. 
The protagonists of these changes are progressivist, liberal and dissident lay leaders of so-called Catholic organizations, some feminist religious who are advocates of gay sex “rights”, Holy Communion for the divorced and civilly remarried (while still being legally married) and thus living in sin, the ordination of women to the priesthood, etc. (These, by the way, are non-negotiable issues). 
Some of their representatives and sympathizers are bishops, high-ranking delegates to the upcoming October 4-25, 2015, Ordinary Synod on the Family in Rome. 
Some of them are Cardinals who head Bishops’ Conferences/hold high offices at the Vatican. 
The war has been raging ever since the Extraordinary Synod of October 5 to 19, 2014 was first announced. The first open confrontations (earlier it had been conducted on the social and print media) between the two camps took place during the 2014 Synod. That battle was, Providentially, won by the conservatives who have always rejected the proposed/sought changes.  

Conservative Catholic media apostolates covering the Synod on an hourly basis reported that Pope Francis appeared to lend his weight to the liberal camp led by the infamous Cardinal Walter Kasper of Germany, President Emeritus of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, and formerly an associate of the dissident Swiss priest Hans Küng, who in 1979 was stripped by Vatican authorities of his licence to teach (but not of his cassock) owing to his critical views on contraception and papal infallibility. 
The German and Swiss Bishops’ Conferences and the Catholics of those nations are largely with them. 

See for example Synod on family surveys: German, Swiss Catholics reject teachings on marriage, sexuality

http://ncronline.org/news/global/synod-family-surveys-german-swiss-catholics-reject-teachings-marriage-sexuality
By Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Service February 4, 2014. 

According to Wikipedia: During the Third Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in 2014, Cardinal Kasper told reporters that since African, Asian, and Middle Eastern countries have a "taboo" against homosexuality, "they should not tell us too much what we have to do." Once the story broke, he denied that he made any such comment. The reporter who wrote the story, Edward Pentin, subsequently produced a recording of the conversation, which verified that the Cardinal had made those statements. Cardinal Raymond Burke called Kasper's remarks "profoundly sad and scandalous". Kasper subsequently confirmed that he had had the conversation, and {defended it}.

The Chairman of the German Bishops’ Conference, Cardinal Reinhard Marx, is another infamous liberal who defends gay rights and believes that “Church doctrine can change over time” as he stated at the Synod.
The two opposing camps have ceaselessly lobbied on the Internet as well as in Rome in the last 11 months (since the first round of the Synod came to a merciful end) in a no-holds-barred battle. 

See for example Swiss Catholic money targets African bishops ahead of synod

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/exclusive-swiss-catholic-money-targets-african-bishops-ahead-of-synod-45507/
By Kevin Jones, August 21, 2015. 

In the vanguard of the conservative wing and one of its two most prominent voices at the Synod was United States Cardinal Raymond Burke. Consequently, some Catholic analysts see a plot in his being divested of his position as Prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura in November 2014 immediately following the Synod, and being ‘honorarily’ assigned as patron of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta. 

The other was Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Müller, Prefect of the Congregation of the Doctrine for the Faith. Cardinals Burke and Müller were supported by the interventions of Australian Cardinal George Pell and others, including almost all the prelates from the continent of Africa, which helped “save the day” for the Church of Rome.
On May 26, 2015, Edward Pentin reported that Cardinal Müller criticised a “shadow council” of bishops and experts from Germany, France and Switzerland who met May 25th in Rome “to discuss how the Church could adapt its pastoral approach to today’s current lived experiences, especially regarding sexual ethics”. 

See Confidential Meeting Seeks to Sway Synod to Accept Same-Sex Unions
https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/confidential-meeting-seeks-to-sway-synod-to-accept-same-sex-unions/ 
“Around 50 participants, including bishops, theologians and media representatives, took part in the gathering, held at the Pontifical Gregorian University”.

Incidentally, while Cardinals and Bishops’ Conferences worldwide have been fairly vocal about where they stand on the proposals and motions set before the Synod of the Family, the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India and the leading Indian Cardinals and Bishops have, on the whole, been non-committal or deafeningly silent, except for the controversial remark made by FABC President Oswald Cardinal Gracias of Bombay, (see the second last title and link at the end of the present report).

Before we come to the “The Rigging of a Vatican Synod?”, some background concerning Edward Pentin and Michael Voris and the extra-Synodal games being played out at the Vatican:

Kasper, the Xenophobic Synod-Master: "Pope wants opening because he's got problems in his own family." "Africans? Nobody listens to them" -Voice of the Family to Racist Cardinal: "Kasper must apologize"
http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2014/10/kasper-xenophobic-synod-master-pope.html AN EXCERPT
October 15, 2014
The arrogance displayed by Walter Kasper in his interview granted to Edward Pentin (published today in Zenit*) is so astounding that it is by itself a revelation that he is the great Master of the Synod. His words regarding the Bishops of Africa, in particular, are so offensive, unbelievably racist and xenophobic one can hardly understand how such a despicable man could claim to write anything on "mercy", when his words are filled with heresy and disdain for the great Bishops of Africa, who stand nearly alone in defense of Catholic doctrine (and for this reason are despised).
But the future reserves an ironic response to the likes of Kasper and his minions in the Synod, in whose direction Pope Francis did not place one single African representative, not even in the ad hoc 6-men assistant committee: Africa is the demographic champion of the 21st century, and African Catholicism will one day make its true voice of faithfulness heard again.
Interview below:
EDWARD PENTIN: Your Eminence, how is everything going in the Synod?
Cardinal Walter Kasper: Everything is very quiet now. This morning it was on fire a little bit but of course that’s because of you – the newspapers!
EP: Yesterday we were told the “Spirit of Vatican II” was in the synod. Do you agree with this?
WK: This is the spirit of the Council – this is very true…
*IMPORTANT NOTE: Edward Pentin’s Interview with the radically liberal Cardinal Walter Kasper was carried in Zenit on October 15 but it was pulled the same day ostensibly under pressure from some powerful people in the Vatican and after Kasper’s “denial”! Pentin stood by his statements. The Interview can still be read at the web page of Rorate Caeli (above) or at http://edwardpentin.co.uk/statement-on-cardinal-kasper-interview/; the latter page has some unflattering comments about Zenit News Agency.

What happened during your interview with Cardinal Kasper?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gPXxsanvT5Y 5:04
October 18, 2014

Edward Pentin from the National Catholic Register explains his controversial interview with Cardinal Walter Kasper.

The above incident shows that there are very powerful progressive forces at work in Rome with all their energies focused on the Synod of the Family. The Church is at war against some of its high-ranking clerics!

See also
1. Card. Kasper’s observations about Africa – UPDATE: Interview REMOVED!

http://wdtprs.com/blog/2014/10/card-kaspers-observations-about-africa/
Posted on 15 October 2014 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf, updated October 16, 2014
2. Card. Kasper invokes journalist war against another Cardinal?

http://wdtprs.com/blog/2014/10/card-kasper-invokes-war-against-a-journalist/
Posted on 20 October 2014 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf AND ALSO THE RESPONSES FROM READERS OF THE BLOG.
The following day it was the turn of Michael Voris/ChurchMilitant.TV; his video was pulled; and, he was forced to issue an apology:
The Pope Harming the Church - Breaking news on Church Militant 

ChurchMilitant.TV Michael Voris video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLS3cOxfkJw&list=UUX17igkZ9JhU64JoTBVSWeQ October 17, 2014
“The roughly around 2 to 3 minutes video was removed by the user of the site on the 19th of October.

In it, Michael Voris quoting Cardinal Burke emphatically said that Pope Francis had tried to influence the Synod to go against the traditional positions of the Church on sexual morality.
It is a shame and tragedy that it was removed. Someone high up in the Church must have influenced him to remove it.” 

See also

Michael Voris, Card. Burke… corrections

http://wdtprs.com/blog/2014/10/michael-voris-card-burke-corrections/ 

Posted on 23 October 2014 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf AND ALSO THE RESPONSES FROM READERS OF THE BLOG.
Get this from Michael Voris:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4m2O0DVex84 YouTube VIDEO 5:25
Michael stood up. Good for him.

The Rigging of a Vatican Synod?

http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/4131/the_rigging_of_a_vatican_synod.aspx
By Edward Pentin, September 2, 2015

The release of the “explosive” interim report during last year’s synod provoked allegations of a rigged process—but that was just the beginning. An exclusive excerpt from a new investigation into what went on at the headline-making meeting of bishops.
[Editor’s note: The III Extraordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the Family that took place in October 2014 was controversial not only for the subject matter it discussed, but also for the way it was run. To find out what really went on before, during, and after that heated fortnight, renowned reporter and analyst Edward Pentin spent months speaking to many of those who were there and piecing together what happened behind the closed doors of the Vatican’s Synod Hall. His findings have been published in a new book, The Rigging of a Vatican Synod? An Investigation of Alleged Manipulation at the Extraordinary Synod on the Family, available now as an e-book from Ignatius Press.

In this exclusive excerpt, Pentin examines one of the most controversial aspects of last year’s synod: the notorious Relatio post disceptationem, or interim report, released half-way through the synod discussions.]
The Interim Report
What had provoked many to allege rigging of the meeting, both inside and outside the synod hall, was the publication on October 13 of the Relatio post disceptationem, or interim report, on the first week of the synod’s discussions.

Many synod fathers were angry that the Relatio did not represent the majority view of the synod’s participants or the discussion that had occurred during the week and was issued without them seeing it.

George Cardinal Pell, prefect of the Secretariat for the Economy, was the first to protest in a debate in the aula on the day of the Relatio’s release, followed by a number of heated interventions. Concerned that the report would go out without anyone remarking on it, he pointed out what was good about the report, but he also noted some serious deficiencies in the text. The Australian cardinal had to persist in his protest in the face of the synod managers who would have liked him to be quiet, sources who were present said.

In a television interview on October 16 with Catholic News Service, Cardinal Pell said the document was “tendentious, skewed, it didn’t represent accurately the feelings of the synod fathers.” He said “three-quarters” of those who discussed it afterward “had some problems with the document”. He added that “a major absence” in the document was scriptural teaching and “a treatment of the Church tradition”.

“It was as though there was an idealized vision of every imperfect situation”, Cardinal Pell said. “One father said to me…that he wouldn’t want his young adult children to read it because they’d be confused, and that was said in some of the working groups.”

The interim report “created an impression that the teaching of the Church has been merciless so far, as if the teaching of mercy were beginning only now”, said Polish Archbishop Stanislaw Gadecki of Poznan.

At issue were three controversial paragraphs the contents of which had been barely, or not at all, discussed by the synod fathers. One of these paragraphs referred to proposals, supposedly made by some of the synod participants, for readmission of divorced and civilly remarried Catholics to Holy Communion, and two other paragraphs dealt with the pastoral care of homosexuals and cohabiting couples.

The most contentious paragraphs were under the heading “Welcoming homosexuals”. 
The section started off by saying homosexuals “have gifts and qualities to offer to the Christian community”, adding: “Are our communities capable of providing (a welcoming home), accepting and valuing their sexual orientation without compromising Catholic doctrine on the family and matrimony?”
It continued: “Without denying the moral problems connected to homosexual unions, it has to be noted that there are cases in which mutual aid to the point of sacrifice constitutes a precious support in the life of the partners.”

Critics pointed out that there was no reference to Catholic doctrine that sexual relations between people of the same sex are “intrinsically disordered”, that the acts are gravely sinful (or sinful at all), or that homosexual orientation was “objectively disordered”.

In an interview on October 17, Raymond Cardinal Burke described the interim report as a “gravely flawed document that does not express adequately the teaching and discipline of the Church and, in some aspects, propagates doctrinal error and a false pastoral approach”.

Trying to explain how the document came to be, Peter Cardinal Erdö told Vatican Radio that the sixteen officials who drafted the report struggled to synthesize the positions of thirty to forty bishops on any given topic and rushed to finish it on time. He acknowledged that there may have been instances when the report said “many” bishops had proposed a certain position when only “some” had, the Associated Press reported.

Archbishop Bruno Forte, the synod’s special secretary, was widely considered to have been the main author of the document. He had been known for his “progressive” positions and for earnestly promoting changes in pastoral practice toward people in “irregular” unions, while claiming these changes are true to Catholic doctrine.

The Italian theologian, together with all the members of the drafting committee, drew on the lengthy written speeches of each synod father submitted prior to the meeting. Apparently, certain points from these written speeches found their way into the draft report, even if the bishops had not mentioned them during the four minutes allotted to each speaker. 
Vatican spokesman Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi said he recalled only one speech out of about 265 that discussed homosexuals during the debate.

Defenders of the report, therefore, say it is not surprising that much did not seem familiar in the interim report because the written submissions were not made public or distributed to the bishops themselves. The oral presentations only reflected a summary or particular point that a bishop wanted to make. As none of the verbal interventions was transcribed, it would also have been difficult to work on summarizing every synod father’s submitted intervention and then adjust it as the synod went on according to what the synod father said in the synod hall. Also, as the interim document, it had to be produced quickly so it could form the basis of discussions for the second week.

Father Stephen Fawcett, an assistant at the synod responsible for keeping an official diary of the entire proceedings, said that “in fairness to them [those who drafted the report], it was a huge task because you had the Lineamenta [guidelines for the synod] that came out beforehand and was seventy-five pages long. Then you had 182 synod fathers making 189 inputs. There were also five hours of free debate, and in forty-eight hours they had to summarize accurately all of that into fourteen pages in five languages. That’s a hard task.”

But he added: “On the other side, I don’t think anyone could say it was all a summary of the discussions. It just was not.”

The inclusion of the homosexual issue into the interim document seemed to upset Cardinal Erdö, who, as general relator, was responsible for the document’s contents. This, too, made many critics suspect that some kind of manipulation had taken place. Asked about the relevant paragraph during an October 13 press briefing on the report, he handed the floor to Forte, saying: “He who wrote the text must know what it is talking about.”

Associated Press reporter Nicole Winfield wrote that there was “no real way to know which bishop or bishops had proposed such ground-breaking language or whether it was more a reflection of Forte’s view”. As time went on, however, it was revealed that during the first week at most only three synod fathers referred to the same-sex issue. According to one source who was present in the synod hall, it “wasn’t an issue”, but was “made into an issue by the way the report was handled by the synod managers.” One synod participant, also speaking on condition of anonymity, said the Church is normally “very accurate” in the words she chooses, and “we never use that language.” Those paragraphs, he said, “didn’t even come close to coming up, so it’s not realistic to think that phrase was accidentally introduced.” He said the passages “bore no relation” to the Lineamenta or the discussions but “came out of the blue.”

Speaking to reporters the day after the report was made public, Wilfrid Cardinal Napier, the archbishop of Durban, said the document was not what they were saying at all, adding: “Just like you, I was surprised that it was published.” He said the media saw the document “before we got it, so we couldn’t have possibly agreed on it.”

One eyewitness at the synod on the morning of the release of the interim Relatio recalled a synod father commenting, after hearing the document read out in the synod hall, that he would be “nervous about this document if it was going to go to the press”.

“Is it?” he asked the synod managers. “Err, it already has”, one of them replied, according to the eyewitness, adding: “We sent it to the press before we read it to you.”

The six-thousand-word Relatio was also translated into several languages just forty-eight hours after it was published. For many critics, this amounts to further evidence that at least some of it had been written before the first week of discussions had ended or possibly even before the synod had even started.

Cardinal Napier, one of the fifteen members of the permanent council of the synod, noted how the interim report was received by the media, which portrayed the Church as making a “stunning” and “revolutionary” step toward accepting homosexual activity as morally legitimate. Once such media perceptions are “out there”, he observed, “there’s no way of retrieving them.” 
For critics, it is clear that anyone with foreknowledge of the Relatio could have predicted the media’s response. Even Father Lombardi admitted as much at a press conference on October 15, telling reporters it was “something all of us with anything to do with communications could have foreseen.” So it seems reasonable to conclude that whoever was behind the release of the document to the media most likely knew the impact it would have and effectively sent it over the heads of the synod fathers in addition, it seemed at the time, to that of the pope.

Behind the scenes, synod officials came under fire from synod participants for the way the interim report was communicated, with some arguing that the incident highlighted the need for a decisive synod communications strategy. “No interim report has ever generated news—ever”, observed Austen Ivereigh, author of The Great Reformer: Francis and the Making of a Radical Pope. “They should have anticipated it.”

Ivereigh, who is also co-founder of Catholic Voices, a group aimed at improving the Church’s representation in the media, believes it highly unlikely that the report was part of a wider strategy to influence public opinion in order to put pressure on the Church to change, as that would not be consistent with the personality of Francis.

“If some people in the synod were trying to do that, or thought that is what really would happen, they really don’t get Francis and they don’t understand the Church.” Francis, he said, “would abhor any attempt to put pressure on the synod from the outside, to an extent that I think would surprise people.” Ivereigh, a former deputy editor of The Tablet, said the pope “hates the idea of lobby groups, self-interested groups, ideological groups.”

At the time of the publication of the interim report, the Vatican would not be explicit about whether the pope had seen it prior to publication. When I asked Father Lombardi at a press conference on October 15 if Pope Francis had read it before it was published, the Vatican spokesman said he was tired of simply having to reiterate that it was standard procedure to send out the report, implying that the pope perhaps okayed it without reading it. He was unable to say definitively if he had read it.

This seemed probable as such documents are usually published during a synod, but normally they are in Latin, never make news, and few therefore pay much attention to them. One theory at the time was that the pope, trusting the document would be acceptable and routine, simply left it to the synod of bishops to deal with as they felt appropriate.

Eventually, nearly four months after the synod, Lorenzo Cardinal Baldisseri, secretary general of the synod of bishops, acknowledged that the pope had “seen and approved” the document. “This point is important not only because of his authority, but also it puts the Secretary General at ease”, Baldisseri said in an interview with Aleteia in January 2015.

Reflecting on the events of that week, Cardinal Napier told me he knew there was something wrong as soon as he heard the report being read. “What’s this? Everything’s been put in such a positive light”, he recalled. “I didn’t know then that the media already had received it before us! Indeed, it had gone onto the wavebands even before we got to discussing it.”

“It was so unfair, just unbelievable”, said Fawcett. “It just didn’t seem like the synod I was at, what I was reading [in the press].” But he said the way the press reported was not completely surprising when he later saw what they had been fed by the synod releases, so he did not think it was entirely the fault of the press. “I don’t actually think the press was completely to blame at all, but I just couldn’t relate what was being reported to the synod I had attended.”

Cardinal Napier remembered listening to the BBC in the morning and hearing the reporters “telling us how the Catholic Church was changing its policy on gay unions on this, that, and the other regard. We hadn’t even discussed this thing, where is this coming from? When the document was read to us, we learned where it was coming from.” By that, the cardinal meant the General Secretariat of the synod.

Asked how the Relatio was received by the synod fathers in general, Cardinal Napier said: “Oh, there was an explosion. And it got worse.”

They received the document on Monday morning of the second week of the synod, and so they had not had a chance to read it before they went into small working groups. During the coffee break, some members of Napier’s discussion group came across reports on the Relatio in the press, and Napier advised his group to take a closer look at these at the end of the session.

He and other moderators and secretaries of the working groups were then summoned to a meeting with Cardinal Baldisseri in the aula. “That was a hot one”, he said. “That’s when I realized how angry people were. That’s when they started describing the reaction of their groups.”

Cardinal Napier remembers a synod father saying he had put his name to the document, but it was not what he had written. “Others asked: How then could this be stated as coming from the synod when the synod hasn’t even discussed it yet?”

Another synod participant added his voice of concern, saying, “there are things said there about the synod saying this, that, and the other, but nobody ever said them. So that’s when it became plain that there was some engineering going on”, the South African cardinal recalled.

George Weigel, biographer of Pope Saint John Paul II, wrote in a January article for First Things that the interim report “really put iron into the spines of many synod fathers”. 
The document, he said, was supposed to be a snapshot of the principal themes of the first week’s debates in the general synod assembly, which were to be further explored and refined in the language-based discussion groups during the synod’s second week. But Forte crafted it as a draft final synod document, highlighting issues that would be of greatest interest to an international media eagerly awaiting the Great Catholic Cave-In to the sexual revolution—and found himself, and the interim report, essentially disowned by Cardinal Péter Erdö, the synod’s relator (or official summarizer), at the press conference at which the interim report was presented.
Veteran Vaticanista Sandro Magister said the “openness” at the synod to Holy Communion for the civilly divorced and remarried “and the startling change of paradigm on the issue of homosexuality” that found its way into the interim report “would not have been possible without a series of skillfully calculated steps on the part of those who had and have control of the procedures”.

One source very close to the synod process said if the three controversial paragraphs had never appeared, the synod fathers would have “never talked about the doctrinal issues. It would never have been an issue”, he said. “That’s what really made them wake up to the fact that the doctrinal part was missing in the document.” He said he is expecting it to be a “lesson learned”. 
Archbishop Forte remains special secretary for the October 2015 synod, he noted, but he believes “the process is going to change.”

Edward Pentin has reported on the Holy See and the Catholic Church for numerous publications, including Newsweek, Zenit, The Catholic Herald, and The Holy Land Review, and is Rome correspondent for the National Catholic Register.
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13 out of 126 comments:

1. After having read numerous reports on the events of the 2014 pre-synod, it is impossible for one not to come to the following conclusions: The pope has appointed to strategic positions men who do not believe in the revealed truth that the Church has always taught regarding marriage and human sexuality. These men manipulated the now notorious interim report in order to undermine that teaching by creating the impression in the public mind that the Church was preparing to abandon it in fact while maintaining it in theory. These men, particularly Archbishop Bruno Forte and Cardinal Baldisseri were manipulators of the interim report. They have received increasingly vocal support in the months since from such men as Cardinal Marx of Munich, Archbishop Koch of Berlin, and Bishop Bonny of Antwerp to name the most prominent. It should be noted that Cardinal Marx is a member of the Pope's inner circle. Archbishop Koch has been appointed by him to the See of Berlin. Bishop Bonny has been appointed by him to the 2015 synod. Add to that the fact that for much of 2014 the Pope granted to Cardinal Kasper a bully pulpit to propagate his theory for allowing divorced and remarried couples into full communion thus violating twenty centuries of unanimous belief and practice. Whatever the pope's intentions originally were, there is no doubt that he has stirred the bark of Peter into perilous and uncharted waters. 
Has he been guided since then to adopt a safer course? There are indications from his recent words and actions that he has. After all, the legitimacy of a pope depends entirely upon his adherence to Catholic Orthodoxy. It appears to be the unanimous opinion of every theologian who has ever dealt with the subject that a Pope who formally deviates from the Church's faith as defined by Scripture and Divine Tradition ceases to be the pope. I remember hearing this over sixty years ago from a wonderful nun teaching catechism in the eighth grade. We are legitimate members of the Church because of our adherence to the Faith of the Church. Everyone from the Pope on down is bound by the law of faith. In this sense the Catholic Church is the most absolute democracy.
2. In response to your "Has he been guided since then to adopt a safer course? There are indications from his recent words and actions that he has," my answer is, sadly, NO. Through his spokesman, Msgr. Peter B. Wells of the Vatican's Secretariat of State, Pope Francis recently praised a homosexual children's book written by a lesbian for its "Christian values." 
3. Great article. Perhaps Mr. Pentin could investigate and write a book on the previous conclave entitled, "The Rigging of a Papal Conclave?" Here is some serious evidence: https://fromrome.wordpress.com...
Is it Pope Bergoglio, or is it Pope Kasper that is leading the Church right now?
4. This Synod is a logical outgrowth of the principles of Modernism upon which the Church has operated since the Second Vatican Council.

See if what Pope Leo XIII wrote back in 1899 isn't exactly what has occurred in the Church.

In his encyclical entitled "Concerning New Opinions, Virtue, Nature and Grace, With Regard to Americanism", promulgated on January 22, 1899, addressed to then James Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop of Baltimore, Pope Leo XIII addressed this effort of what he termed "new opinions", that according to their supporters, "in order to more easily attract those who differ from Her, the Church should shape her teachings more in accord with the spirit of the age and relax some of her ancient severity and make some concessions to new opinions. Many think that these concessions should be made not only in regard to ways of living, but even in regard to doctrines which belong to the deposit of faith. They contend that it would be opportune, in order to gain those who differ from us, to omit certain points of Her teaching which are of lesser importance, and to tone down the meaning which the Church has always attached to them. "

Also, of importance, is the fact the Second Vatican Council rejected the teaching of the First Vatican Council which states: "For the doctrine of faith which God has revealed has not been proposed, like a philosophical invention to be perfected by human ingenuity, but has been delivered as a divine deposit to the Spouse of Christ to be faithfully kept and infallibly declared. Hence that meaning of the sacred dogmas is perpetually to be retained which our Holy Mother, the Church, has once declared, NOR IS THAT MEANING EVER TO BE DEPARTED FROM UNDER PRETENSE OR PRETEXT OF A DEEPER COMPREHENSION OF THEM."-Constitutio de Fide Catholica, Chapter iv.

5. Thank you, Mr. Pentin. Your work is important and appreciated.
6. I much appreciated when Pentin demonstrated in a video that Kasper was a liar.
7. That was a major, major, major revelation. One the media prominently forgot about, because I believe it was Kasper and his buddies coming out of the sessions and giving false descriptions of what was going on in there. Kasper is a big source of info for the news media, so they do what they always do - they present those that leak to them and the most wonderful people in the world. If you don't leak to them, they present you as the world's biggest evil one or fool until you DO start leaking to them.
8. As we approach, what frankly I would call the dreaded days of October, it is good to be reminded of what we endured last year as the full scope of shenanigans slowly unfolded before our eyes.
To question the discipline on divorce, remarriage and the reception of the Holy Eucharist is ludicrous in the extreme. Their posture of hiding behind the robes of the Eastern Orthodox is duplicitous. The cohort pushing these accommodations has far more in common with the Unitarians than the Orthodox and everyone is aware of that. Shall we drop that mask?
Then the question of homosexual unions – what comes to mind is what propels these ecclesiastics to continually address this issue? I have dealt with same-sex attraction all my life and I have never noticed heterosexual men ever express any interest in the topic. Are there issues of personal disposition fueling this pose of mercy? Are there appetites at work that keep these churchmen reviewing this menu over and over and over again? Would it be best if some of these individuals absent themselves from a discussion in which they might have too much at personal stake? Consciousness molded by a life of regret might not make for clear judgment.
Their comportment is disingenuous and not edifying. It is a scandal of sinful proportions. Souls are at risk, but it would take men of faith to see that, and their lense is simple focused on cultural accommodation and appeasement with hedonism. There is no mercy where sin is given full shrift and the road to hell is widened and ever more accommodating. 
Those committed to keeping at the forefront of our minds the reality of the Synod – and not its duplicitous merciful mask – deserve our greatest appreciation. Thank you, Mr. Pentin, and those who cooperated with you – I am sure at no small professional risk to any of you – and for keeping us informed. As we stand before the firing squad of heresy I prefer to look them in the eye with a knowing smile.
9. Your comment is informative and in many ways correct. However, there is a certain “fire” in those seeking alternative modes of operation which preclude a simple “fear of the state” motivation for their accommodation to immorality and heresy. They have seen fit to leave two generations without Roman Catholic catechesis, they align themselves with every
left wing political movement they can, and they worship at the altar of the soft sciences of sociology and psychology. Remember – this posture was deliberately adopted during and after the Second Vatican Council with the cooperation of John XXIII and Paul VI. For whatever reasons John Paul and Benedict did not expose these movements and their
constituents for what they are – they were wrong not to do that (fear of scandal/saving ecclesiastical face) thus we
have what we endure today. In recent months I have been enormously informed by the works of Roberto de Mattei, Romano Amerio and H.J.A. Sire. Scholarly, illuminating examinations of the Church in its current dilemma and how we got there. 
These men only reveal what all of us knew while it was happening over the past fifty years. You read them and just keep shaking your head “yes… I’m not crazy.” Must reading for Catholics not afraid to lift the curtain and face
the beast that is among us.
10. I bought this EXCELLENT electronic book by Pentin!

It is a must read by everyone interested in the Synod - so you will know what to look for on Oct 4 - 25. 2015.

Please get one and ask others to do the same. You won't be disappointed.

11. Key your eye on these 5 KEY issues at the 2015 Synod -

1) Potential Schism by most German and some other Bishops regarding "PASTORAL" approaches to condone mortal sin, (and an attempt to keep these Bishops within the Church);

2) Promoting the homosexual lifestyle, and allowing sexually active homosexuals to 
receive Holy Communion; eventually leading to sodomy marriage.

3) Communion for divorced and civilly remarried Catholics who choose to continue committing Adultery (sexual relationship with the valid spouse of another);

4) To allow fornicators - unmarried couples living together to receive Holy Communion;

5) Potential for DISHONEST documents being published as if approved from the Synod (which were not approved by the majority of Bishops).

It is NOT Pastoral, Merciful, or Charitable to ignore, appear to condone, or approve any Mortal Sin.

12. You are quite right to address the terminology and formulation of recent documents. They're full of double-speak. This is particularly true of the 2014 Midterm Relatio Report. If one simply reads it, one is struck by the hypocritical and misleading language. This document belongs to the category of the most hypocritical documents ever produced by any ecclesial body or forum. Apart from the fact that it condones perversions, its language is a perversion in itself.
13. We wonder how certain bishops could recommend allowing the divorced and remarried to participate in Holy Communion but it isn't surprising if you understand what occurred within the Church at the Second Vatican Council.

It is a fact that the heretical theology and philosophies of those such as Mario Martini, Bruno Forte, Karl Rahner, Hans Kung, Henri de Lubac, Jacques Maritain, and particularly, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (who had no less than 14 known interdicts, prohibitions and outright condemnations against him from competent Church authorities including Pope Pius XII) were not only influential in the Council, but some were actually adopted-religious liberty, ecumenism, the mission of the Church, and collegiality for example.

In fact, we learned that the "modern" theologians, philosopher's, psychologists and psychiatrists had much more to teach us about our religion than St. Thomas Aquinas, previous popes, previous Ecumenical Councils, Saints, and Doctors and Fathers of the Church. The Church, in order to reach out to the modern world, relied on these moderns for direction and assistance in the new "pastoral" and "ecumenical" objectives in which Vatican II operated.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin was a believer in evolution and denied the Dogma of Original Sin. He believed in an evolutionary Christ, a "cosmic" Christ, and in an evolution of man's conscience where, truth at one time in history was true then but could not be true in another time. All people and all of creation are "moving forward" and once everyone realizes they have God within him, the 'omega point" is reached. The fullness of truth.

This is how the contradictions seen in the documents of Vatican II are validated. For example, the Catholic Church understood that She alone was the one, true Church instituted by Christ but as man's conscience evolved, he came to understand that all religions have some truths and so, all faiths are actually part of the redemptive value of Christ's suffering and death and thus, all are actually the Church of Christ.

Pope Francis, in his encyclical "Laudato Si" even referenced Pierre Teilhard de Chardin and incorporated his heretical dogma of evolution in this paragraph: 83."The ultimate destiny of the universe is in the fullness of God, which has already been attained by the risen Christ, the measure of the maturity of all things. Here we can add yet another argument for rejecting every tyrannical and irresponsible domination of human beings over other creatures. The ultimate purpose of other creatures is not to be found in us. Rather, all creatures are MOVING FORWARD WITH US AND THROUGH US TOWARDS A COMMON POINT OF ARRIVAL, WHICH IS GOD..."

This statement is a perfect example of how Modernists are able to deceive. They combine both the truth and a Modernist dogma in the same sentence. This method is evident in all of their writings.

The "cosmic Christ" of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin is what the German bishops are pursuing. Modern man does not accept the "past" moral teaching that one should be left out of the partaking of Communion because modern man's morality has "evolved". And so, the teaching of the Church must adopt the evolved, and more enlightened of course, understanding of man.

A more thorough expose of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin can be found at: http://www.catholicapologetics...
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