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14 SEPTEMBER 2015
THE TRIDENTINE LATIN RITE MASS GENERATES MORE VOCATIONS
The View from an Italian Village Priest

http://reginamag.com/the-view-from-an-italian-village-priest/
By Don Francesco Ramella, July 27, 2015
I am 31 years old and I have been priest for six years. I was born in Genoa, Italy, to a Catholic family. Nowadays, I am vicar for the Parish of San Matteo in Laigueglia (a small town in the province of Liguria) and I also teach Dogmatic Theology at the Diocesan Seminary and at the Superior Institute of Religious Sciences. I can say that I know the needs of Italian Catholics, not only due to my ministry in the parish, but also because I come from this culture. So, mine is a direct and vital experience.

Nowadays, Italian Catholics need to rediscover their faith and to deepen it. There are a certain number of Catholics who are devotees; they are reinforcing their faith with the liturgy and devotional practices.

On the other hand, however, there is a whole range of people who don’t care to be Christian. For a lot of people, in fact, being Catholic is more a cultural belonging than something they need in their lives.

Until the recent past, Italy was a very Catholic country. The entire Italian society was formed by the Faith. It is actually not a blunder to say that rural Italy for centuries was a huge open air monastery in which time was measured by religion’s calendar.  This deep Catholic culture was even discussed by Benedetto Croce, a well-known agnostic Italian intellectual of the 20th century. He said “We cannot say we are not Christian”.

Now, the culture has changed. In the last fifty years, Italy has been experiencing a progressive, violent secularization which has damaged every aspect of Italian society. We are living in an era of crisis, which has reached the family, education and vocations. To face up to it, we must rediscover our traditions.  

Undoubtedly, Italy is a country where people loved beauty and concretized it in painting, architecture, music and art. In the past, Italian people – even the poor – had a great sense of beauty, due to the contributions of Catholicism.

One does not necessarily have to seek out an important church to notice this. If one enters into the church of even one of the smallest towns in Italy, it will likely be a great temple filled with fine masterpieces and beautiful vestments.

Unfortunately, even this aspect is facing a crisis, which affects liturgical life. In fact, liturgies are often noticeably awful, though it seems as if Catholics do not notice this. However, there are a certain number of people who are asking for a return of the elegance as a basic element in Catholic worship.

Modernist and liberal ideologies* influenced mot Italians slowly, but effectively. I do not think nowadays I can define Italy as a Catholic country. Italian law in fact strikes at the Divine Order, and Catholic people don’t seem to notice this either. *See list on last page
In Liguria, my region, few people are marrying and fewer still have children. Obviously, I am talking about the general tendencies. On the other hand, a noticeable number of people still have a sincere Faith, are devoted Catholics and are managing to witness to Christ’s life and doctrine.

Young Italians and the Latin Mass

In general, young people show a certain interest in knowing about and participating in the Traditional Mass. I think that, unfortunately, in Italy the Tridentine Mass is not very available. The young who have not the grace of meet a priest who talks about it, can hardly know and appreciate the Traditional Mass.

After having experienced the Tridentine Mass, A lot of young Italian people are experiencing a vocation to the priesthood or the consecrated life. Also many young men who are already studying to be priests discover, know and appreciate the traditional liturgy and then notice spiritual improvements.  

Italian Folklore and the Faith

Popular traditions are still lively. In Italy, even in Liguria, one can easily find public demonstrations such as processions, feasts of the Patrons or pilgrimages. Nevertheless, most of these are in fact folkloric events.

On the other hand, most of the clergy use these manifestations to evangelize the people. There is a need of diligence here as demonstrations which are not transmitting an authentic faith are like empty shells without hope of survival.

Personally, I notice that if people regain the sense of the traditions in which they are involved, they become more interested in them and are affected positively. For example, this is the case of the confraternity of Saint Maria Maddalena, in the parish where I am working. When I arrived, it was nearly extinct. As young Catholics entered in it, however, it was unexpectedly reborn and today we have more than 40 members. 

Human Freedom and the Priesthood

Vocations to the priesthood originate with God. He never stops sending the Church people who are able to serve Him in an extraordinary way. Obviously, humans’ decisions depend on their freedom. For that reason, your question may be: how is human freedom conformed to God’s will? The wider their knowledge of the real Doctrine, the more humans are free.

In our time, the young men who are called to become priests do not lack in generosity. What they do lack is knowledge of the real Doctrine, and sometimes seminaries may not transmit a completely Catholic education.

If they have the grace to know and love Catholic Tradition, they can become holy and sanctifying priests. If they do not know the holy Tradition, they will have inadequate skills. There is a great need for prayers, so that God may not only call men to the priesthood, but also permit that those vocations are educated in the Truth. The Traditional Mass is a wealth for everyone. It is necessary to do all is possible to make more and more people know it and appreciate the improvements and the graces it brings.
Archbishop Malcolm Ranjith on Eucharist Exhortation 

http://www.ucanews.com/story-archive/?post_name=/2007/04/25/archbishop-malcolm-ranjith-on-eucharist-exhortation&post_id=2132 EXTRACT 
April 25 2007, Indonesia
UCAN: The Pope (Benedict XVI) wants "future priests" to learn Latin in seminaries, so as to read Latin texts and sing Gregorian chant. How do you think young Asians studying for the priesthood regard that call? Will Asia´s seminaries welcome it?
Archbishop Ranjith*: There is no question of a welcoming. I think it is a need, and rather than falling into a well of isolationist narrow mindedness or a purely empiricist approach to faith that, by the way, is not Asian and does not leave room for an understanding of that which is transcendent, our priests and seminarians should be encouraged to open out to the wider reality of their faith, which is Catholic and Universal, its bi-millennial roots and development and its mystical and sacred dimensions. And since Latin has been at the very root of much of the developments in Theology, Liturgy, and ecclesial discipline all along, seminarians and priests should be encouraged to learn and use it.

This would help the Church in Asia not only to grasp better the content of the depositum fidei (deposit of faith) and its development, but also discover a theological language of its own, capable of presenting the faith to the peoples of Asia convincingly [cfr. Ecclesia in Asia 20]. Learning Latin is in no way a going backward but, on the contrary, going forward. Only thus could a truly profound process of inculturation take place. Any so-called theology not rooted in the fonts of Sacred Scriptures and the Tradition of the Church, prayed on one’s knees and illumined by the light of a holy life is but empty noise-making and would lead only to disorder and confusion.

The same is true of Liturgy. Latin is the ordinary liturgical language of the Church. In the origin and development of the Roman rite, it had a major role to play. Thus, a sufficient knowledge of this language would facilitate a better under-standing and appreciation of the beauty of what is celebrated. As the Holy Father stated, "the beauty of the liturgy is part of this mystery; it is a sublime expression of God´s glory and, in a certain sense, a glimpse of heaven on earth" [SC. 35].

Celebrating in Latin thus would help build a sense of awe and respect as well as a profound spiritual link with what the Lord himself inspired the Church to assume as its form of worship. This openness to Latin would also help the students appreciate better the role of Gregorian chant in the Church. The Holy Father wishes that it "be suitably esteemed and employed" as it is the "chant proper to the Roman liturgy" [Sacrosanctum Concilium 42]. Learning the simplicity and beauty of this great body of chant would also help musically talented priests and seminarians in Asia to be inspired by it and be able to compose dignified and prayerful chant forms that can harmonize better with the local culture. It would be presumptuous to assume that using Gregorian chant would harm inculturation of the liturgy. It could actually be beneficial.
*Cardinal Archbishop of Colombo, former secretary of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, a leading crusader against liturgical abuse in the Novus Ordo Mass
Extraordinary Form 101 - A Beginner’s Guide to the Old Latin Mass
http://www.catholic.com/magazine/articles/extraordinary-form-101 EXTRACT

By Thomas E. Woods, Jr., This Rock, Volume 19, No. 9, November 2008
Extraordinary Form Training and Resources
Pope Benedict’s promotion of the traditional Latin Mass has generated a great deal of interest on the part of priests and laity alike. But a generation of Catholics, including most seminarians, have little knowledge of Latin or the intricate rubrics of the Extraordinary Form. Several groups established before the motu proprio’s release are wholly dedicated to the traditional Mass. They offer priestly formation, training, and resources.
(Canons Regular of St. John Cantius; www.sanctamissa.org 
The Canons Regular, a community of priests and brothers based in Chicago, was established by Cardinal Francis George in 1999. Today they offer workshops on the EF for priests all over the world.
(Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest (ICRSS); www.institute-christ-king.org
The Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest, a worldwide Latin Mass apostolate, has houses on four continents, including several in the U.S. It is dedicated to providing formation and resources for priests.

(Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter (FSSP); www.fssp.org 
The FSSP has been celebrating and promoting the Extraordinary Form since 1988, when a number of priests and seminarians, who had been members of the Society of St. Pius X, reconciled with Rome. The FSSP is located in 16 countries, with 36 apostolates in the U.S. and Canada

Cardinal Ratzinger blames Church crisis on Liturgical collapse 

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=196 

By Paul Likoudis, "The Wanderer", May 8, 2007
The unprecedented manner in which Pope Paul VI imposed the Novus Ordo of the Mass created tragic consequences for the Roman Catholic Church, says Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, prefect of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in his new autobiography. Not only did the banning of the old Mass represent a severe departure from tradition, but the revolutionary manner in which the new Mass was imposed has created the impression that liturgy is something each community creates on its own, not something which "is given."
Rather than being a force for unity in the Church, the new Mass has been the source of liturgical anarchy, dividing Catholics "into opposing party positions" and creating a situation in which the Church is "lacerating herself." Formally imposed after a six-month period of "liturgical experimentation" in which anything - and everything - did go, the Roman Catholic Mass has never attained a universality, stability - or even an element of predictably - for most Catholics around the world; but instead has been a stimulus for never-ending innovations - from altar girls to dancing girls to women priests. While the Missal of Paul VI "brought with it some authentic improvements and a real enrichment," the banning of the old Mass caused some "extremely serious damages for us," he wrote in La Mia Vita, released in mid-April in its Italian translation.
"I was dismayed by the banning of the old Missal," he wrote, "seeing that a similar thing had never happened in the entire history of the liturgy....
"The promulgation of the banning of the Missal that had been developed in the course of centuries, starting from the time of the sacramentaries of the ancient Church, has brought with it a break in the history of the liturgy whose consequences could be tragic.... The old structure was broken to pieces and another was constructed admittedly with material of which the old structure had been made and using also the preceding models....
"But the fact that [the liturgy] was presented as a new structure, set up against what had been formed in the course of history and was now prohibited, and that the liturgy was made to appear in some ways no longer as a living process but as a product of specialized knowledge and juridical competence, has brought with it some extremely serious damages for us.
"In this way, in fact, the impression has arisen that the liturgy is 'made,' that it is not something that exists before us, something 'given,' but that it depends on our decisions. It follows as a consequence that this decision-making capacity is not recognized only in specialists or in a central authority, but that, in the final analysis, each 'community' wants to give itself its own liturgy. But when the liturgy is something each one makes by himself, then it no longer gives us what is its true quality: encounter with the mystery which is not our product but our origin and the wellspring of our life....
"I am convinced that the ecclesial crisis in which we find ourselves today depends in great part upon the collapse of the liturgy, which at times is actually being conceived of etsi Deus non daretur: as though in the liturgy it did not matter anymore whether God exists and whether He speaks to us and listens to us.
"But if in the liturgy the communion of faith no longer appears, nor the universal unity of the Church and of her history, nor the mystery of the living Christ, where is it that the Church still appears in her spiritual substance?," he asked.
Too often, Ratzinger lamented, "The community is only celebrating itself without its being worthwhile to do so."
The book's German title translates to: From My Life: Remembrances 1927-1977. On at least two other occasions, Cardinal Ratzinger has criticized specific liturgical abuses, while on other highly publicized events, such as the Ordinations of seminarians into the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter, he has praised the beauty of the old Mass. But his newly released autobiography is the first prolonged lament over the wholesale replacement of one liturgy with another.
In 1969, Pope Paul VI issued his General Instruction of the Roman Missal, revising the Order of the Mass and related prayers. The old Mass rite was to be banned, with few exceptions, after a transition period of several months.
Although the Mass had undergone evolutionary changes through the history of the Church, there was always a sense of "continuity," Ratzinger wrote. Even Pope Pius V, who reworked the Roman Missal, in 1570 following the Council of Trent, allowed for the continued use of some liturgies with centuries-long traditions. Cardinal Ratzinger said there "is need for a new liturgical movement to call back to life the true heritage of Vatican Council II. "For the life of the Church, it is dramatically urgent to have a renewal of liturgical awareness, a liturgical reconciliation, which goes back to recognizing the unity in the history of the liturgy and understands Vatican II not as a break, but as a developing moment."
Pope Paul VI's new Mass has been a contentious issue in the Church since its introduction in 1969, not only fueling a bitter Church dispute involving the late Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, who was excommunicated by Pope John Paul II in 1988, but prompting millions of Catholics to question the legitimacy - not only of the Mass, but of the Pope who approved it.

Even after Pope John Paul in his 1988 apostolic letter Ecclesia Dei called on his bishops to be "generous" in giving Catholics access to the Tridentine rite, in a compassionate gesture aimed at healing some of the divisions and discontent over the Novus Ordo, many bishops, and even cardinals, notably Detroit's Adam Cardinal Maida, have refused to accommodate the desires of Catholics for the old Mass.

Some reactions
For many Catholics, Cardinal Ratzinger's public acknowledgment that the Novus Ordo created a "crisis" for the Church was a long-overdue admission on the part of the Holy See.
"Publicly admitting that suppressing the 1962 Missal was a mistake, and then restoring it, would be a good first step toward liturgical renewal," said Chicago Catholic Rich Freeman, who posted the announcement on his Catholic Internet service as soon as it was reported in the Italian press.
"The modernists have always known that they couldn't win a fair fight with tradition . . . that's why they had to take the extraordinary step of suppressing, or attempting to suppress, the Mass that has an unbroken lineage of tradition back to 'that first Eucharist before He died'," he said.
A clerical reaction came from Fr. Joseph F. Wilson, a priest of the Diocese of Brooklyn, N.Y. He wrote a letter to the editor of the Brooklyn Tablet, after its editor commented negatively on the Ratzinger admission. Fr. Wilson stated:
". . . The effectiveness of the current liturgy is something many people are discussing - Cardinal Ratzinger is not a lone wolf howling in the wind on this one.
"Within the last two and a half years, two separate organizations were founded in the United States to address the question of the liturgy. Indeed, if memory serves - I wish I could be more exact in referring to this - there was a meeting within the last two years of liturgists in Chicago to observe the anniversary of Vatican II's liturgy constitution. The theme of the gathering was What Has Gone Wrong - why has the early promise of the liturgical renewal not come to fruition?
"It is unfair to cast this as a question of loyalty to Vatican II. Return to your copy of the documents and read the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy. You simply will not find described there what we presently do at Mass. The postconciliar commission on the implementation of that constitution went well beyond the prescriptions of the council fathers, and every liturgist will admit that freely....
"In your article you say: a) American Catholics have embraced the revised liturgy; b) we understand it much better today; c) we understand that it is the central act of the Church; d) our better understanding is due to the changes in the liturgy.
"I wish that I could say that you do not specify which planet you refer to. You actually say you're talking about America. How do you reconcile these assertions with the results of two different well-known polls (which were reported in your paper) that only one-third of Mass-goers recognized the orthodox Catholic doctrine on the Real Presence as being an expression of their faith, the other two-thirds happily opting for Zwinglian and Lutheran formulations? And how on earth can you reconcile these assertions with the fact that Mass attendance has dropped by perhaps as much as 60% in 30 years?. . . I think the most serious thing which can be said about the way we worship in the Roman rite is that it is in tone, in spirit, utterly different from any of the other rites of the Catholic Church. The Roman rite was always different from all of the eastern rites, of course, but the sense of the transcendence of God, which once marked our liturgy strongly, seems rarely to find expression in our worship today. And we trashed, just trashed, a glorious tradition of liturgical music which the council fathers at Vatican II explicitly commanded be fostered. We replaced it with . . . On Eagles' Wings.
"You also ask: 'Does he really think that in the midst of the relevancy revolution of the 1960s, people would have continued to flock to a ceremony at which they couldn't understand a word?' (That's part of my point. Most of them didn't continue to flock!! We just stopped caring about them. They were the unrenewed. We just kept talking about how renewed we were, ignoring the declining numbers)."
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The Priestly Vocation and the Traditional Latin Mass –I. The Power of the Old Mass
http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2013/08/faith-and-tradition-part-1-priests.html#.VfZDDxGqqko
By Jennifer Donelson, August 31, 2013

Fr. “Fidelis”:
I have been celebrating the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite for over 30 years now…  
Ordained in the mid-1970s in the reformed ceremonies of the Roman Rite following Vatican Council II, out of frustration with the New Form I began to celebrate the old liturgy privately sometime in 1981.  It was a moving experience, one that brought me back to my childhood. It was an awkward experience at first, since I had been trained in a liturgical style completely opposite to the Old Rite.

But it was compelling. It involved me in praying the Mass in an intense and concentrated way. I celebrated this Mass mostly over a period of 15 years or so from that point, without a congregation since my Bishop had forbidden that, and it was only in the mid-1990s that I was asked to pastorally care for a congregation of Catholics who had achieved permission to celebrate this liturgy in our diocese.
At this point, a whole new world opened up for me. I was able to learn how this Mass, the Mass of the Ages, affected other people, and not simply people who had some special liturgical awareness, but all sorts of people whose religious inclinations were very different.
Still, I have been, over and over again, reminded of the spiritual power of the Traditional Mass. My Bishop assigned me to hospital ministry in a non-Catholic hospital, and it is there that I have spent countless hours over the last 17 years.   Hospital ministry is demanding; it is spiritually rewarding in the most profound way, but it is often physically and emotionally exhausting in the extreme. Nights get mixed with days, moments of joy get mixed with the most heart-rending tragedies, many times one feels completely helpless and is tempted to be angry with God, who seems to place horrible demands upon people’s sense of trust and faith.
Because for so many years I was the only chaplain in my hospital and the only one who offered Mass in our small chapel, I chose to celebrate in the Old Rite, which was for me most satisfying. Interestingly, this met with the approval of our Protestant department head, who regarded this as something “special” and a sort of attraction to the spiritual opportunities afforded by our hospital’s pastoral care department. Wonder of wonders! A Protestant defending the Old Mass! A sort of following developed for this liturgy---people who started coming to the hospital Mass simply because it was there.
But most memorable for me, though, were the times when someone would sort of stumble into our little chapel by accident, when Mass was going on, and I would hear weeping behind me.  Oft-times, I would have no server, and sometimes no congregation when I started the Mass, so I would simply be unaware that anyone had come in to the chapel.  Until I turned around for the “Ecce Agnus Dei” at the people’s Communion, I did not know whose sobs I had been hearing. After Mass, the explanation of these impromptu visitors was almost always the same:  “Father, I haven’t seen this Mass in thirty (or forty) years. I have forgotten how beautiful it is.” This was a Low Mass, without any of the grandeur of the Sung Mass or the Solemn High Mass.  But people remembered how intensely God-centered it was, how awesome it presented the Mercy of God and the call to holiness---how it invited one to such humility before the omnipotence of God.
I heard the same thing from visitors to our Sunday liturgies, but over the years something dramatic has begun to happen.
One now hears these things from people who have no experience of the old liturgy at all from their earlier years.
The same thing is at work:  The beauty of the chant, the lingering odor of incense, which permeates one’s clothing and reminds one that they’ve been to Mass, the dignity and beauty and the color of vestments and altar furnishings, the “littleness” of kneeling to receive the Lord on one’s knees at Communion time---all these things tell of something great.
The Old Mass changes hearts.
Years ago, the Traditional Latin Mass was disparaged as being something yearned for by people out of a sense of “nostalgia.”
But there can be no nostalgia for something which one cannot remember. The real answer is that God calls us to something greater---an intimate surrender of our hearts and minds to His lasting truth. The old Mass does that.
It demands more, it takes more energy and self-discipline, it requires more preparation and attention in every way, but it brings us closer to God.  It challenges us to love one another more closely and be more attentive to their needs.
It is the real call to holiness and to evangelization, so that people everywhere can come to know God’s love.

The Priestly Vocation and the Traditional Latin Mass-II 
http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2013/09/the-priestly-vocation-and-traditional.html#.VfY9pRGqqko
By Jennifer Donelson, September 18, 2013
Rev. Richard G. Cipolla:
To say that discovering and learning the traditional Roman Mass (I shall avoid the problematic term “Extraordinary Form”) saved my priesthood may be too dramatic to begin this personal account of the importance of the Traditional Mass in my life as a Catholic priest. 
Although I cannot say with any certainty what would have become of my priesthood had I not encountered the Traditional Mass, I can certainly say that that encounter had such a radical effect on me as a priest that I cannot imagine my priesthood without the real presence of the Traditional Mass in my life.
I am a convert from the Episcopal Church, having functioned as an Episcopal minister for nearly eleven years before deciding to enter the Catholic Church. I was always associated with the Anglo-Catholic wing of the Episcopal Church, so the Mass was always at the center of my faith, and I always understood the role of beauty in the celebration of Mass. When the post-Vatican II liturgical changes came in the late 1960s, we adopted most of the changes including the free standing altar and facing the people. I remember so well when facing the people my feeling of being “ultra-cool” and dismissing the protests of the parishioners against the changes with “Father knows best” because “Roma locuta est, causa finita est.” 
The proximate reason why I left the Episcopal Church was because of developments within that body that departed from the Catholic understanding of the Church. But the deeper reason was that, after much study, learning and prayer, I saw, like Newman, that the Catholic Church is the Church that Christ founded and that once one understood this, one had the moral obligation to become part of that Church. The impetus for becoming Catholic was Blessed John Paul’s formation of the Pastoral Provision in the 1980s that made possible for former Episcopal priests who were married to be considered for the Catholic priesthood. I was received into the Church in 1982 and ordained priest in 1984.
I became a Catholic at a time during which there was continuing liturgical abuse, when Catholic music seemed to no longer exist in parishes and in its place saccharine sacro-pop prevailed, a time when Mass seemed more like a high school assembly than the awesome Sacrifice, a time when it seemed as if there was a deliberate forgetting, a mass amnesia, of the Tradition of the Mass. As a Pastoral Provision priest I had the option of being an Anglican Use priest, but I decided against this quite vehemently, for I wanted to be an ordinary Catholic priest at this particular time in the Church’s history. No nostalgia for me, no hankering after the good old days—the Novus Ordo defined the Mass in this present time, and I knew that I must submit to this and do my best to celebrate what the Church had given to me.
This background is necessary to understand the profound effect that learning and celebrating the Traditional Mass had on me. The first ten years of my priesthood were not easy but were a source of grace. But I always felt an incompleteness, that there was something missing, something I should have known but did not. And this sense of incompleteness was always associated with the celebration of Mass. It was at this time that my bishop asked if I would learn the Traditional Mass, because one of the priests who celebrated the two Indult Masses in the diocese had died. I was asked because of my strong background in Latin. I initially refused. My refusal was based on my fear that this would be seen by my fellow priests as a reversion to my old “high-church” (a damnable term) days as an Anglican. 
But the bishop prevailed. I learned the Mass at the hands of one of the great mentors of so many priests who have learned the Traditional Mass, Mr. William Riccio of New Haven. He, quite rightly, taught me Solemn Mass first, rather than Low Mass. I remember, more than my ordination, my first Solemn Mass at Sacred Heart Church in New Haven under the sponsorship of the St. Gregory Society, which in the dark days of the Indult, supported the Traditional Mass in an important and heroic way. As I walked up the aisle at my first Mass, I was terrified, frightened that I would forget what I was supposed to be doing. Suddenly I was overwhelmed with the thought of remembering all the gestures, the order of things. But I knew Bill was by my side as the MC and that gave me comfort. I got through the Mass through the Offertory without any disasters. And so I started the Canon. I cannot write this except with great emotion, for the moment is so etched into my memory. I came to the consecration and said those words that are at the very heart of Catholic faith and worship. It was then, during the Unde et memores, that suddenly, while saying the words silently, that I realized in a flash of insight, that this was what was missing, this is what I was meant to do as a Catholic priest, this is what joined me to the Tradition of the Church. That was a moment of healing, a moment of grace-ful surprise, surprised by joy, and the joy of that moment changed me as a priest, and in the very real trials of being a priest in the Church at this time in history this moment of joy has never left me.
I am blessed with being a priest in a parish where the main Sunday Mass is the Traditional Roman rite Solemn Mass. This Mass has been a great blessing to our priests and to our parishioners, for its beauty and its depth overflows to the celebrations of the Novus Ordo Mass in both English and Spanish. I am convinced that the presence of the Traditional Mass in every Catholic parish in the world would be a key to that re-evangelization of the Western world that must happen before we can evangelize the world. Hoc est opus nostrum, hoc est labor. May God give us the strength to do what needs to be done.

 
Do new ordinations signal rising popularity of Latin Mass?
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/religion/do-new-ordinations-signal-rising-popularity-of-latin-mass/2014/08/06/25152034-1daa-11e4-9b6c-12e30cbe86a3_story.html
By Lilly Fowler, Religion reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, August 6, 2014
When Pope Francis first appeared to the crowd in St. Peter’s Square without the short red cape known as a mozzetta, some Roman Catholics cried foul, worried the pope’s decision to forgo the more formal wear signaled a threat to traditional worship.

Specifically, they fretted over the fate of the old Latin Mass, now in the hands of a papacy that seemed to shrug off pomp and circumstance.

But more than a year into Francis’ reign, the Tridentine Mass, as it is sometimes called, appears to be alive and well. Decades after the Catholic Church moved away from celebrating Mass in Latin, a throwback movement is growing, in many cases with young people leading the charge.
On Tuesday (Aug. 5), four men were ordained to the priesthood at St. Francis de Sales Oratory, the St. Louis church known for practicing the Latin liturgy.

The Mass marked only the second time members of the Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest have been ordained in the United States. The religious community, founded in Africa in 1990, regularly celebrates the old-style Mass.

The last set of U.S. ordinations to the institute was in 2007 and involved two deacons. This year’s group was larger, with four men welcomed into the priesthood. Four other men were ordained earlier this year in Italy, where the institute is based.

Former St. Louis Archbishop Raymond Burke, one of the more devoted supporters of the old Latin rite among U.S. bishops, came in from Rome to lead the ordinations.
Mary Kraychy of the Coalition in Support of Ecclesia Dei, a nonprofit based in Glenview, Ill., that promotes the Latin Mass, said she’s seen a slow but steady rise in the practice, with more than 400 churches offering the liturgy today. The organization sells missals that display the Latin text of the Mass alongside the English translation.

Kraychy described it as a “youth movement,” with much of the enthusiasm for the rite espoused by those who are too young to remember the Second Vatican Council. In 1969, Pope Paul VI declared the church should perform Mass in the native language of parishioners, which led to the Tridentine Mass’ being largely replaced.

On Tuesday (Aug. 5), Francis Altiere, 32, and three other deacons knelt before Burke, holding candles in their right hands. They prostrated themselves before the altar while Burke knelt with his back to the congregation. The cantors sang the Litany of the Saints, praying to Catholic saints, martyrs and angels for divine protection and assistance.

Altiere is originally from Pennsylvania with a degree from Harvard University. He says his decision to become a priest is owed in part to his discovery of the traditional Latin Mass in a church in downtown Boston.

“At this Mass I really understood the priesthood for the first time,” Altiere said. “The primary reason for the beauty of our churches and liturgical ceremonies is to give glory to God, but it is also such a powerful means of evangelization.”

Those who attend St. Francis de Sales Oratory say their faith is strengthened by the liturgy and by the feeling of solidarity experienced by those who attend the Mass.

“Everybody here believes what they’re doing is true, real,” said Tom Leith, 55, an engineer in St. Louis. “You’re among people who believe what the church teaches.”

St. Francis de Sales Oratory loyalists say a combination of pacing and visual cues allow even those with little knowledge of Latin to follow the Mass.

Jim Kahre drives 40 minutes with his nine children from High Ridge to visit the church every Sunday.

“I almost get goose bumps,” said Kahre, who works in IT at an accounting firm. “I’ve never seen anything like it until I came here.”

In the 1980s, after the switch to the vernacular, Pope John Paul II allowed priests to celebrate the traditional Latin Mass but only with the consent of local bishops. By 2007, however, Pope Benedict XVI had eased restrictions, giving parishes the authority to celebrate the Mass without obtaining bishops’ permissions.

In 2011, Catholics in the English-speaking world were introduced to a new translation of the Mass that is said to more closely align with the original Latin.

Altiere, for his part, said he would use his new gifts as a priest not only to celebrate Mass in Latin but also to save souls.

“There is a saying that the priest does not go to heaven alone,” Altiere said. “My goal as a priest is simply to lead as many souls to heaven as possible.”
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Ordinations and Continuing Surge of Vocations at Heiligenkreuz
http://www.newliturgicalmovement.org/2010/08/ordinations-at-heiligenkreuz.html#.VfZHFxGqqko
By Gregor Kollmorgen, August 19, 2010

On 6 August 2010, the Auxiliary Bishop of Graz-Seckau, H.E. Msgr. Franz Lackner OFM, ordained four monks of the Austrian Cistercian Abbey of Heiligenkreuz. On the Sunday before the ordinations, on the Feast of the Assumption, seven monks have made their perpetual vows. Counting all monks and novices, there are as of today 88 Cistercians at Heiligenkreuz.
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Hope comes from France

http://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2014/11/hope-comes-from-france.html
November 9, 2014

There is no nice way of saying this: the clergy in France is dying. But there is no bad way of saying this: out of degradation and death, sprouts of hope are clear: 
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"Iam enim hiems transiit, imber abiit, et recessit. 
Flores apparuerunt in terra nostra, tempus putationis advenit."


First, Father Blake's words:
The new spirit of Relativism is as Pope Benedict says 'lethal' for the Church and for faith, just look at this little extract from Eponymous Flower:
In France, there are only 14,000 diocesan priests. About half of them are older than 75. This means that the situation is dramatic. To conduct but one parish is already a big job. In France it has become "normal" that a pastor has to take care of a dozen parishes. A regular celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is impossible. In most parishes it is celebrated only occasionally. In the diocese of Langres, each priest must take care for an average of 50 parishes. In short, it is almost resigned to a spiritual catastrophe. The numbers of priestly ordinations is also discouraging. In 2009, only 89 diocesan priests were ordained in France. Far too little to compensate for the decrease due to death. These numbers seem like reports coming from the front with the losses to an army. You could cry.
Fortunately, there is good and encouraging news coming from the seminaries of tradition. The traditional communities and dioceses have offspring. More, their seminars are full. It is therefore to be hoped that more old rite seminaries will be opened. There is no danger that they remain empty, since there is a strong interest in tradition by young believers.
France embraced the whole relativistic 'Spirit of ...' agenda as much as anywhere, except maybe Germany. The French Church however didn't have the money to turn the community of faith into an efficient business where bishops have become highly paid Chief Executives. There are some bright spots in France like the rather traditional diocese of Frejus-Toulon which has as many vocations as every other French diocese outside Paris put together. The other hope for France is its monasteries, these too are often great bastions of orthodoxy, those which aren't have died out. The highly non-Relativist 'La manif pour tous' movement has shaken the French establishment and given new hope, it is itself heavily influenced by traditional Christianity.
What is happening in France will happen elsewhere, perhaps not quite so quickly or with such a violence but in ten years time if we follow the Relativist line, Europe and the Americas will follow. New York, for example, this week announced the closure/merger of over 100 parishes. This is going to happen all over the place, simply because Relativism is lethal, it is unattractive and hopeless, it is attractive to people of a certain generation but repels the young.
For any General involved in a Church war, my advice is to wait, maybe pray 'santo subito', because the 'biological solution' will sort most of our problems out, and much quicker than natural law will sort natural breakers out. In the interim, lest the troops become complacent let us all redouble our efforts and use all the means we have at our disposal to 'convince, rebuke and exhort', for as the Apostle says to Timothy:
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word, be urgent in season and out of season, convince, rebuke, and exhort, be unfailing in patience and in teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own likings, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander into myths.
The comparison between Catholicism in France and Germany is one we have been considering for some time. The three lands that "made" the Second Vatican Council (the Rhine lands) were Germany, France, and the Low Countries. So one would have expected the same logic to have prevailed in the past Synod. But that is not what happened.

Did you notice there were practically no French voices heard in favor of the Pope's propositions in the Synod (on the Family, October 2014)? Not openly, anyway. Think about it: that is quite unexpected, considering that both the very election of John XXIII and the Council as it developed were Franco-German events. When Cardinal Vingt-Trois of Paris (not a conservative) spoke during the Synod, it was to defend the Wojtylian positions. 

The reason seems to be double: the near-collapse of the clergy in France, which will leave a conservative majority in place in a very short time, and perhaps even a traditional majority in the not so distant future. And the million-man-marches (La Manif pour Tous) against same-sex "marriage" and in favor of other family issues, in 2013 and 2014, that joined all concerned, conservative, and traditional Catholics in France in open defense of what Benedict XVI called "non-negotiable values" (an expression despised by main papal theological adviser Tucho Fernandez and diluted by Francis himself). They were explosive, huge, and unexpected protests that happened not because but in spite of most of the country's bishops. But which they know they cannot ignore.

The German situation is absolutely distorted by the Church tax paid by all nominal or "cultural" Catholics, regardless of their actual Catholic life; in France, since the clergy depends on actually church-going Catholics, not merely nominal Catholics, it is a highly complex matter for the episcopate to position themselves against the people who truly support them. The evolution of the situation in Germany's neighbors to West and East, France and Poland (where there is State funding for many Church activities, but where 80% of Church expenses are nonetheless covered by voluntary donations), does not appear to look good for the German Hierarchy's radical intentions in the long run. That also explains why the Kasper-Marx Radical coalition is in a race against time in their use of the current pontificate to reach their anti-Catholic ends. In a couple of decades, it won't be this easy. (And that is not even counting the considerable weight of a demographically vibrant African clergy decidedly conservative on moral issues.)
Despite dwindling priestly vocations, French clerics in public uproar on Latin Mass freedom
http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/mershon/061027 

By Brian Mershon, October 27, 2006
Thirty priests and at least five bishops from dioceses throughout France have expressed their public dissent against the reported soon-to-be released motu proprio that will ease restrictions for all Latin rite priests to offer the Traditional Latin rite of Mass, as well as their displeasure with the recent erection of the Institute of Good Shepherd, made up of five former priests of the Society of St. Pius X (SSPX) and several seminarians. Reportedly, another ten priests, many from South America, have expressed serious interest in joining this newly founded traditionalist institute in Bordeaux, France.
Thirty French priests wrote an open letter recommending that the Pope and priests attached to the Church's 1,600-year liturgical traditions "work in the world as it is...rather than plunge us back into the liturgical life of another age." 
Also, the Catholic newspaper, La Croix, quoted Toulouse Bishop Robert Le Gall as saying, "This could create grave difficulties, especially for those who have remained loyal to Vatican II."
Perhaps this was a last-ditch effort to attempt to derail a document that is reportedly in its final stages before promulgation. Indeed, Institute of Good Shepherd Superior General Philippe Laguérie expressed his sincere hope that the motu proprio would be promulgated prior to the next meeting of the French Episcopal Conference, scheduled on November 7.

Cardinal Ricard Audience with Pope
As this story went to press, the Vatican Information Service announced that Pope Benedict XVI had held an audience with Jean-Pierre Cardinal Ricard, archbishop of Bordeaux, France, October 26. While no details of the topic or results of this meeting were announced, it is not unreasonable to suspect that this recent public and open dissent against the Holy Father's plans may have been a primary topic of conversation. Cardinal Ricard also serves on the Ecclesia Dei Commission, responsible for relations with traditionalist Catholics worldwide.
Two other bishops were quoted in the French media this week expressing their misgivings about the Pope's alleged imminent plans. "We can be charitable and welcoming but we also have to be honest," Besançon Bishop André Lacrampe told the daily L'Est Republicain. "I'm not ready to receive them because one cannot erase Vatican II with a stroke of a pen." Sacrosanctum Concilium, the Second Vatican Council's document on the sacred liturgy, emphasized the need for retaining Latin in the sacred liturgy, and said that Gregorian chant should be given "pride of place" in the sacred liturgy — in other words, before all else. Both of these criteria are solid fixtures in the Traditional Latin rite.
"There are very deep and painful theological reasons behind this schism," Angoulême Bishop Claude Dagens told the Catholic weekly La Vie. "You can't pretend that Archbishop Lefebvre's break with the Church was only caused by the liturgy."
The SSPX has repeatedly stressed this point as well, but perhaps what is unknown to these dissenting bishops and priests is that the traditionalist priests of St. John Marie Vianney of Campos, Brazil, and the Institute of Good Shepherd, have both reportedly accepted a theological understanding of the Second Vatican Council being a valid council of the Church, with an understanding of its documents "in light of Tradition." This is identical in fact to the formula initially agreed upon between the Holy See and the late French Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre in 1988, shortly before he reneged on this agreement and ordained four bishops without Pope John Paul II's permission.
Dr. David Allen White, a professor at the U.S. Naval Institute and author of a mosaic on the life of Archbishop Lefebvre, said he believed the looming motu proprio would effect positive change in the Church and possibly with relations with the SSPX. "It's never a bad thing to have more Traditional Latin Masses being said," White said. "If this step by Rome causes more priests to be able to say the Traditional Mass, that's good."

Priestly Slide a Vatican Concern
Msgr. Ignacio Barreiro, Una Voce consultant based in Rome, said that perhaps it is time for the Holy See to recognize the need to do something to stem the slide in priestly vocations in France. In fact, during John Paul II's pontificate, the documents from the last synod on Europe described the state of European Catholicism generally as being one of "apostasy."
"Most certainly, serious Church authorities have to see the dwindling numbers of vocations in the West as a clear sign of the terrible crisis that is affecting the Church after the last Council," Msgr. Barreiro said. "At the same time the growing number of young men that wish to offer the Traditional liturgy should given them some additional matter for reflection that all is not well with the reformed liturgy." Msgr. Barreiro also pointed to some sobering statistics regarding the Church in France. In 1996, there were 720 diocesan priests residing in the Paris Archdiocese, while in 2006, there were only 583 diocesan priests in that same archdiocese for nearly 1.58 million Catholics.
"A serious and honest analysis of the statistical figures of the Catholic Church in France serve as an eloquent testimony that the pastoral reforms implemented after the Second Vatican Council were not very successful," he said.
Msgr. Barreiro also indicated that these facts should raise serious questions in people's minds regarding the "value and the wisdom of the complaints of the Gallic bishops against the Traditional liturgy of the Church."
Msgr. Barreiro said there was only one priestly Ordination in the Archdiocese of Bordeaux last year, the new home of the Institute of Good Shepherd. In fact, the decline in priests, both diocesan and religious, mirrors that of Paris. "Keep in mind that the Archdiocese of Bordeaux is a rapidly shrinking archdiocese, like it happens in most of France, and the median age of those priests is growing rapidly," he said.
For instance, Bordeaux had 290 diocesan priests in 1996, and was down almost a third to 208 in 2006. In 1996, Bordeaux had 97 religious priests active in the archdiocese, and in 2006 it has only 80.
Kenneth Jones, an attorney and the author of Index of Leading Catholic Indicators, a book that painstakingly documents the drastic statistical decline of nearly every area of Catholic life in the U.S. since 1965, essentially echoes Msgr. Barreiro's comments.
During an October 2003 International Una Voce Federation (FIUV) meeting with Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, the late Michael Davies, teacher, author, and president of FIUV, gave him a copy of Jones' book. "Michael Davies told me that he gave my book to then-Cardinal Ratzinger and actually sat down with him and went through it," Jones said. Davies told Jones that Cardinal Ratzinger "was genuinely interested and concerned about the numbers."
"I think we have a Pope who is cognizant of the crisis and who senses, at least to some degree, that the way we have been doing things for the last 40 years isn't working," Jones said. "Maybe that's one reason he established the Institute of the Good Shepherd."

Vocations Explosion in Traditionalist Orders
And in the midst of this sharp decline in France and throughout the West, an ever-growing number of young men are joining traditionalist priestly societies like the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter (FSSP) and the Institute of Christ the King, Sovereign Priest.

Fr. Armand de Malleray, the new secretary-general of the FSSP, told the Agence France-Presse that the reported document on the Traditional Latin Mass "corresponds to a true need." He outlined the worldwide growth of the FSSP, established in 1988 by Pope John Paul II. "We have contracts with 86 dioceses on four continents and accompanied a thousand young people to the World Youth Day of Cologne, in 2005," he said.
"In 18 years, we have grown from 12 to 330 members, including 14 priests ordained each year, for seven years."
Fr. de Malleray also expressed the FSSP's satisfaction with the full canonical regularization of the new Institute of Good Shepherd. "The reconciliation of these brethren fills us with joy," he said.
Both societies offer the Traditional Roman rite of Mass and understand and receive the Second Vatican Council in light of Tradition, and the Holy See has asked for collaboration by "a positive attitude of study and dialogue on the difficult points."

Reform of The Reform In St. Peter's
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger set the stage for the attention he would give the liturgy when he offered the requiem Mass of Pope John Paul II almost entirely in Latin, with Gregorian chant given pride of place in the liturgy, and with some vernacular, primarily in the Liturgy of the Word. Two Roman sources have reported what until now has been an almost undetected and unreported shift in the manner in which the Sacred Liturgy is offered publicly in St. Peter's Basilica.
According to more than one source, all of the public Masses celebrated currently in St. Peter's Basilica are being offered primarily in Latin, with vernacular reserved for the readings and the sermon. According to these sources, small booklets are handed out to all attendees with Latin in one column, and various vernacular languages such as French, Italian, and English in the other columns.
Pastors who celebrate Tridentine Mass speak about its appeal 

http://www.catholicreview.org/article/faith/vocations/pastors-who-celebrate-tridentine-mass-speak-about-its-appeal
July 12, 2007

Washington – Like sacred music and Michelangelo’s “Pieta” sculpture, the Tridentine Mass is part of the church’s heritage and should be honored rather than defamed, a Chicago priest said.

In response to Pope Benedict XVI’s July 7 directive to make the Tridentine Mass more available to the faithful, Father Dennis Kolinski, associate pastor of St. John Cantius in Chicago, said he disagrees with critics of the Mass and the directive. Some people have said the directive will lead the church in a more traditional direction and cause division in the church. But Father Kolinksi said the Mass is part of the church’s liturgical history.
“How can you say something derogatory about something that has cultivated saints for the past 500 years?” said Father Kolinski, who celebrates the Tridentine Mass at his parish and is a priest of the Society of St. John Cantius.

He sees the pope’s decision as being a pastoral move to serve the faithful who desire to worship God through this form of the Mass and who find it to be beneficial for growing in their relationship with God.

Catholics drawn to the Tridentine Mass, the Latin-language liturgy that predates the Second Vatican Council, are often attracted by its aesthetic beauty as well as its tradition, Catholic News Service learned in interviews with other priests who also celebrate the rite.

“The people that come here are very dedicated to it,” said Father Edward Burba, pastor of St. Mary Church in Akron, Ohio. “By and large they don’t have anything against the post-council Mass, but they find the beauty of the Tridentine Mass uplifting.” Father Burba credits the celebration of the rite with bringing back Catholics who had left the church and joined schismatic groups when the modern liturgy was put in place. “That’s been very edifying,” he said.

Eric Restuccia, 39, is too young to remember when the Tridentine Mass was the norm, but has come to appreciate it over time and now finds it compelling.

“What I love about the old Mass is that it underscores the supernatural character of the Mass – that ultimately the action of the Mass is Christ offering himself to the Father – and then we join ourselves to that,” said Restuccia, who attends St. Josaphat Church in Detroit, Mich. “The old Mass more clearly expresses its sacrificial character,” he told The Michigan Catholic, newspaper of the Detroit Archdiocese.

Restuccia is not alone as part of the younger generation regularly attending the Tridentine Mass.

Father Alfred Harris, of St. Mary Mother of God Church in Washington, noted an equal number of younger and older Catholics at the weekly Sunday Mass, which draws an estimated 350 people.

In Toledo, Ohio, Father Stephen Majoros has been celebrating the rite at St. Joseph Parish for several years.

He said he offers it because as a priest he wants to provide whatever will help his parishioners grow in their relationship with God.

“I don’t deny them anything that they need or want for the good of their spiritual life,” he said, adding he would celebrate whichever form of the missal the people preferred.

The new Roman Missal, introduced in 1970, is the ordinary way of Catholic worship. The 1962 Roman Missal contains what is commonly known as the Tridentine rite.

As a member of a religious order founded to bridge both liturgical traditions of the church, Father Kolinksi believes the Tridentine Mass can bring people together rather than divide them.

While some people think the Tridentine Mass is divisive, “we found it actually to be unitive. We offer both here, and it brings people together. People cross the lines,” he said.

How easily the pope’s directive can be implemented is yet to be seen, said Monsignor Bill Parent, former vocations director for the Archdiocese of Washington and pastor of St. Peter’s Parish in Waldorf, Md.

The directive contains a provision that a stable group of laypeople may ask their parish priest for the Tridentine Mass to be celebrated and that the priest should “willingly accede to their request.” However, it also states that priests must be qualified to celebrate the Mass, leaving the faithful with recourse to the bishop for another way to participate in the rite if their priest is unable to fulfill the request.

But Monsignor Parent said that the majority of priests are not yet trained in how to celebrate the Tridentine Mass.

Although most priests are taught Latin in the seminary, it’s not a matter of just reading the Latin. The priests need to be trained in making the proper gestures that accompany the prayers, and they first need to practice saying it, “so it’s not painfully awkward for everyone,” he said.

But even with the directive, Father Burba said he expected celebrations of the Tridentine Mass to continue to be offered at limited venues.

“I don’t think you’re going to see a huge outpouring of demand for it,” he said. 

A rapid surge of interest in priestly vocations in the Diocese of…

http://wdtprs.com/blog/2015/03/a-rapid-surge-in-priestly-vocations-in-the-diocese-of/ 

Posted on 18 March 2015 by Fr. John Zuhlsdorf
A while back I posted about the surge of vocations in the Diocese of Madison under the influence of the Extraordinary Ordinary, Most Rev. Robert C. Morlino, the diocesan bishop. It’s a small diocese, but there are more than 30 outstanding men in formation. This fact has made liberals quiver with anxiety.

I received a note from a friend of mine in New York state who is well situated to hear all manner of news.

The vocations office in Albany has gone from zero to 120 inquiries from young men of the area.

My first reaction is to say, with Henry, “Let there be sung Non nobis and Te Deum“.

Next, I say, “Yep. This isn’t rocket science.”

Then, I say, “What do you want to bet that none of these men have subscriptions to the National Schismatic Reporter?”

Finally, I remind the readers what I posted the other day. HERE The new bishop of Albany, Most Rev. Edward Scharfenberger celebrated Holy Mass in the Extraordinary Form in his Cathedral recently.  This was the 1st time Mass has been celebrated in Albany’s Cathedral in decades.

Let’s be clear. I am not suggesting that there is an immediate connection between saying a Pontifical Mass and a sudden increase in vocations, though I think that the fact of the Mass will be helpful for prompting vocations in the future. I think that, if the numbers are accurate, men are reacting to a new style, a new vision which the new bishop has brought in.   Part of that new style and vision now includes willingness to celebrate Holy Mass also in the Extraordinary Form. He is a both/and bishop.

Fr. Z kudos to Bp. Scharfenberger.

25 readers’ responses

Bishop Slattery on Prayer, the Mass and New Vocations
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/bishop-slattery-on-prayer-the-mass-and-new-vocations EXTRACT
By Jim Graves, October 28, 2011
Since being appointed bishop of Tulsa, Okla., 18 years ago, he has seen a dramatic rise in the Hispanic population and a drop in the average age of priests.
Bishop Edward Slattery, 71, was born and raised in Chicago. He attended the archdiocese’s Mundelein Seminary and was ordained a priest in 1966. He served in Chicago parishes and was active with the Catholic Church Extension Society, which funds the American home missions.

In 1994, he was ordained a bishop by Pope John Paul II and installed as the third bishop of the Diocese of Tulsa, Okla. He is noted for his orthodoxy and piety and has publicly advocated a reform of the liturgy. As the Church prepares for the official promulgation of the new translation of the liturgy on the First Sunday in Advent, Nov. 27, he shared his thoughts on the liturgy, the priesthood and religious life, and maintaining a healthy spirituality.

You’ve made public statements about problems with the liturgy. What changes would you like to see?
I would like to see the liturgy become what Vatican II intended it to be. That’s not something that can happen overnight. The bishops who were the fathers of the council from the United States came home and made changes too quickly. They shouldn’t have viewed the old liturgy, what we call the Tridentine Mass or Missal of Pope John XXIII, as something that needed to be fixed. Nothing was broken. There was an attitude that we had to implement Vatican II in a way that radically affects the liturgy.

What we lost in a short period of time was continuity. The new liturgy should be clearly identifiable as the liturgy of the pre-Vatican II Church. Changes, like turning the altar around, were too sudden and too radical. There is nothing in the Vatican II documents that justifies such changes. We’ve always had Mass facing the people as well as Mass ad orientem [“to the east,” with priest and people facing the same direction]. However, Mass ad orientem was the norm. These changes did not come from Vatican II.
Also, it was not a wise decision to do away with Latin in the Mass. How that happened, I don’t know; but the fathers of the Council never intended us to drop Latin. They wanted us to hold on to it and, at the same time, to make room for the vernacular, primarily so that the people could understand the Scriptures.


You yourself have begun celebrating Mass ad orientem.

Yes, in our cathedral and a few parishes where the priests ask me to. Most of the time, I say Mass facing the people when I travel around the diocese or when I have a large number of priests concelebrating, because it works better that way.

A few priests have followed my example and celebrate ad orientem as well. I have not requested they change. I prefer to lead by example and let the priests think about it, pray about it, study it, and then look at their churches and see if it’s feasible to do.


And it’s positive when people are thinking about and talking about the liturgy.
When people make the liturgy part of their conversation, it is a good thing. As priests and laypeople discuss the liturgy, they’ll see how important it is and how it is a work of God and not our own.

But we must approach the liturgy on bended knee with tremendous humility, recognizing that it doesn’t belong to us. It belongs to God. It is a gift. We worship God not by creating our own liturgies, but by receiving the liturgy as it comes to us from the Church. The liturgy should be formed and shaped by the Church itself to help people pray better. And we all pray better when we are disposed to receive what God has offered, rather than creating something of our own.


In 2010, to celebrate the fifth anniversary of Pope Benedict XVI’s election, you celebrated a traditional Latin Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington. Why did you celebrate this Mass, and how did it go?
I did it because I didn’t want a lot of people to be disappointed. Archbishop [Donald] Wuerl [of Washington], now Cardinal Wuerl, called me to say they could not find a bishop to celebrate the Mass because the bishop who was originally scheduled withdrew. It was only a few days before the event, and they needed a replacement. Since bishops’ schedules are so tight, even Archbishop Wuerl could not do it on such short notice. So, I was thrilled to have the opportunity.

I was impressed by the large crowd, but found it easy to pray, despite all the people. There was a sense of prayer, a silence and an involvement that made it easy for all of us to pray together.


You preached on suffering that day, and your homily was well received.
We were there to thank God for the Holy Father’s five years of service as the Successor of Peter. I realized that during those five years he has suffered enormously, and the Church has been the target of much persecution. It makes you more conscious of suffering itself. Suffering has always been with us; it’s something we all have to endure.

I wanted to remind the congregation that our sufferings need not be wasted; suffering in union with Christ is redemptive. However, if we suffer with resentment or with a sense of merely feeling the pain of suffering, it is wasted.

I thought that would be a good theme. I didn’t want to talk about the divisions that exist between conservatives and liberals or those who attend the Tridentine Mass and the rest of the Catholic world.

Suffering is universal. Everyone suffers as a result of the sin of Adam and Eve and our own sins. But what Christ, in his great love for us, has done is taken that which is our great enemy, suffering and death, and put it at our service. Suffering and death can be the cause of our redemption.


How has your Diocese of Tulsa changed since you first arrived nearly 18 years ago?
We’ve had a large influx of Hispanic Catholics, most of whom have come since I arrived. The diocese officially has 60,000 Catholics, but twice as many if you include Hispanics. Often, they won’t register in our parishes, however. Because of our immigration laws, they are hesitant to sign their name on anything.

We’ve also gone from having one of the older clergy populations in the country to one of the youngest. In the last 18 years, most of our priests who were on active duty have died or retired. I’ve ordained about 30 since I’ve arrived, and we have about 50 active priests total. Our average age now is about 45 or 46.

We usually ordain about two priests a year. They serve a Catholic population in this state that is a minority, but a strong and faithful minority.


You’ve expressed your concern about the decline of religious communities in the past 40 years. What do you think caused it?
Sometimes Vatican II is blamed for it, but I think it has to do with a change in our culture and the West. We have become secular, self-reliant and independent.

In the 1960s, we had the war in Vietnam, the civil-rights movement and a society that was increasingly disillusioned with people in authority. Protests arose emphasizing that people were being denied their rights — and, sometimes, they were — and the themes of responsibility, obedience, loyalty and fidelity were forgotten. We lost an important balance we needed.

Also, as technology improves, people become more and more comfortable and expect to be comfortable. We take for granted the gifts God has given us and think we’re entitled to them.

These prevailing attitudes then affect all of us, whether we’re a religious, bishop, priest, married or single person. It’s just a matter of time before some religious say, “I’m going to change the way I’m living and re-interpret the meaning of poverty, chastity and obedience.”

But for us to have a conversion of heart, we need examples. We need religious. We need reformation of the religious and consecrated life because the Catholic Church is searching for men and women who can lead us by example. That is what has been lacking in the past 40 years, as many religious left the religious life or changed to a lifestyle which is, unfortunately, even more comfortable than the average person. Sometimes I think some religious have lost their identity.

The charisms of poverty, chastity and obedience are something that all of us need to embrace, but the religious are the ones who lead us in this. They help us to stay focused on Christ in another world, another kingdom, and not the kingdom of this world.


How should we respond?
We should start with prayer. That’s where everything starts. We don’t start by talking about ourselves or even examining our consciences. We start by prayer, on our knees. We come to the Lord and ask him to let us see ourselves as he sees us. He’s the only one who can. God knows each one of us perfectly, and if we’re seeking self-knowledge, we must go to him.

Once we do that, we receive his help and a certain joy because we open our hearts to being honest. We allow ourselves to see and accept what is true about ourselves and about others in light of the Gospel. But without prayer, that can’t happen.

Once we become men and women of prayer, everything else will fall into place. But we have to put in the time. You have to schedule prayer. You have to make sure that you pray every day, and as often as you can. Become a man or woman of prayer. When we do this, we will begin to discover ourselves, perhaps for the first time.


You also frequently recommend Eucharistic adoration.
The Eucharist is the center of our lives. The reason for Eucharistic adoration is so that we might find ourselves as better participants when we do celebrate the Mass. Everything centers around our Lord in the Eucharist. Once we begin to see this and experience this, we’ll find ourselves going to Mass more often.


Are there other spiritual practices you recommend?
We have to return to the Rosary… I also advise a return to confession…

Tridentine Religious Orders (See pages 2, 3)
http://www.the-latinmass.com/id50.html:

· Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter
· Institute of Christ the King Sovereign Priest
· Canons Regular of the New Jerusalem 

· Society of St. John
· Servants Minor of St. Francis
· Monastery of Our Lady of the Annunciation of Clear Creek
· Opus Mariae Mediatricis
· Society of St. John Cantius
· Listing of Tridentine Religious Orders-I
· Listing of Tridentine Religious Orders-II
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_NOW_AVOID_THE_NOVUS_ORDO_MASS_AND_ATTEND_THE_TRIDENTINE_MASS-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
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SYLLABUS OF ERRORS POPE PIUS IX 
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SYLLABUS OF ERRORS AND OATH AGAINST MODERNISM POPE PIUS X 
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LIBERALISM IS A SIN 
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MIRARI VOS POPE GREGORY XVI 
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LIBERALISM AND LIBERAL THEOLOGY 
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